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EEMINISCENCES 

07 AN 

ADVENTUEOUS AISD CHEQUERED CAREER 
AT HOME AND AT THE ANTIPODES. 



CHAPTER L 

Kangaroo Island expedition con tinaed— Capture of ''Gentleman John" — 

Truth perverted. 

IioiEBiATELY after my return to Kingscote I despatched orders 
for the party left in charge of the whale boat and stc^en dingy, &c., 
to join me without delay, being anxious not to lose any time in fol- 
lowing up the pursuit of Gilkes. Accordingly upon their arrival 
I organized a fresh party to accompany me, consisting of Police- 
troopers Shaw, Lamb, and Barridge, with the same two native 
women as trackers, and made an eany start after breakfast. After 
scouring the bush for a short time, the women got fairly upon 
Gilkes' tracks, leading along the beach towards Morrison's Point, 
and we followed them at arapidpace^ as the prints of his moccasins 
were quite fresh and distinct. The tramp round the bay, however, 
was very toilsome, owing to the loose yielding sand ; but as the 
excursion was the first on foot upon which the troopers (with the 
exception of Shaw) had been engaged, they treated it lightly ; not 
80 myself, however, as I began to feel severely the continued hard- 
ship, afloat and ashore, which I had experienced since leaving 
Adelaide ; besides which, one of my boots had excoriated my heel 
to such a degree that the pain was most excruciating. My con- 
dition also was rendered still more distressing in consequence of 
my thighs, hands, and face being more or less covered with small 
eruptions, caused by forcing a way (sometimes backwards) through 
VOL. n. B 



2 REMINISCENCES OF AN ADVENTUROUS 

the prickly acacia, the dry thorns of which are exceedingly 
poisonoas. 

Notwithstanding all these difficulties, however, we covered 
over at least thirty miles that day, and encamped for the 
night in a deep ravine, a short distance from old Jacobs* hnt, and 
at dawn were again on the move. Upon approaching the hnt, 
which we did silently for fear of giving any alarm, fully expecting 
to find Gilkes within, we discovered the door open, and we quickly 
entered, but found the place empty. After waiting a short time, 
however, we heard Jacobs approach, then suddenly stop at the 
rear of the building, and, as if addressing some one, say, '* Well, 
well, wait a bit, and I'll bring you your breakfast,** and immediately 
enter the hut. As he did so I seized him by the throat to prevent 
his giving any alarm to the supposed person with whom he had 
been talking. The poor old fellow — as on my former visit — was 
ready to drop with fear, and trembled at being so unexpectedly 
pounced upon, and said I should certainly be the death, of him. In 
reply to my question as to whom he was speaking to outside, he said, 
'* liord bless you, sir, it was onlj to my little pigs." I next gathered 
that some days before our arrival Gilkes called at his hut, almost 
famished for want of food ; that he gave him some flour, with which 
he made a damper, and after supplying him with a little tea 
and sugar, he had left, saying that he was going to Western 
River. 

The most part of that day was spent in endeavouring to ascertain 
the direction the fugitive had actually taken — ^which was not on 
easy matter, because it appeared that with a view of throwing his 
pursuers off the scent, he nad dodged round and round the bush ; 
but with that wonderful craft and cunning possessed by oar black 
trackers, they eventually detected the deception, and found that he 
had gone to Creek Bay, where Nat Thomas resided, and quite in 
an opposite direction to that which he had alleged was his desti- 
nation. 

The day being then too far spent to make any progress, and as 
old Jacobs gave a frightful description of the country round the 
head of American River and the distance to be traversed, he 
persuaded me to defer our departure till the morning, offering at 
the same time to lead us by a shorter and better way, whicn I 
gladly accepted. 

We were up betimes next morning, all anxious for a start, 
but I found my heel and foot much more swollen, and was 
unable to put on my boot, besides feeling exceedingly ill and 
feverish. To have attempted the journey to Creek Bay and 
back would have been folly, and must have resulted in a 
failure. I therefore decided to remain in the hut, and await the 
return of the party. I equally divided our allowaiice of damper, 
tea, sugar, <&c., and under the old islander's guidance the men 
departed upon their long and toilsome tramp. It is important 
that before proceeding further with my story I should give a clear 
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description of Jacobs' hut. It was built of slabs» and contained 
one room about sixteen feet by fourteen feet, with a chimney at 
one end, a door, and a small window opposite. On the right of the 
door there was part of a bag of floor and a few cooking utensils ; 
under the window and close to the fireplace, stood a large sailor's 
sea-cheet and a small deal table, and in the furthest comer the 
old man's bed. 

After the departure of my men I placed my loaded carbine, with 
a pair of handcuffs between the iron ramrod and the muzzle* 
inside the hut against the wall, and close to the door, and then 
sat for a short time smoking my pipe and musing. It then oc- 
curred to me that as my opossum rug required repairing, there 
might be a nee<Ue and some thread in the box, and upon searching 
I discovered what was wanted, and commenced the needful 
repair. 

whilst thus engaged I pondered in my mind as to where Gentle- 
man John could possibly have gone, and then had a kind of 
presentiment that the villain was in the neighbourhood. Impressed 
with that idea I shouldered my carbine, placed the handcufls in my 
belt, and proceeded as well as I was able, to retrace our footsteps 
of the previous day to where we had camped in the ravine ; but 
failing to discover any fresh tracks, I returned to the hut, replaced 
my carbine and handcuffs in their former position, and again 
resumed my seat on the sea-chest. Shortly after which, feeling 
worn out with fatigue and drowsy, I lay down ; but the want of 
something for a pillow made it uncomfortable, so that it occurred 
to me that my rug would answer the purpose ; accordingly I went 
outside, took the rug off a bush, rolled it up, placed it under my 
head, and then stretched myself on the chest and soon fell into a 
sound sleep, from which I was suddenly awakened by a fearful oath, 

and the words " 1*11 shoot you with your own gun, you -■ ;" 

whereupon I sprang from my reclining position, and seized the 
weapon near the muzzle, whicn McDonald was deliberately pointing 
at my head. 

The ruffian then (having been a soldier) brought the piece to a 
position on the hip, and endeavoured to force the muzzle in the 
direction of my breast, which I tightly grasped and kept off. I 
then struck at him with niy left fist several times ; but finding I 
was unable to reach him, I quickly delivered a powerful kick on 
the abdomen, which sent him sprawling on tne floor, leaving 
the carbine in my hand. Strange to say, instead of retaining 
possession of the weapon as my omy protection from the would-be 
murderer, I threw it away from me, and rushed towards him as he 
rose, and knocked him down again with my fist. A desperate 
encounter then followed, which was continued for fifteen or twenty 
minutes ; but he was no match for me, as I repeatedly felled him 
to the ground ; the last blow I struck was with such force that I 
knocked the knuckle of my third finger right in, and it remains so 
to this day. As the fellow lay on the floor, cowed and bleeding, I 

B 2 
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gare him aTi^forons Hck, and ardepp d bin to giek i^>— ^rUdi Ike did« 
•ajing, ^ I give in,*' at the same time haiwting me a butcher's 
\mU with a wooden handk. Bj this tzme I had sBcvred xnj 
carbine, and in answer to xnj qnestkn, he snd tiie hazidcirfi 
were outside ; these I ordered him to f etdi, tiireatenzBg to Uow his 
brains out if he made the least attempt to escape. He at onoe 
€^ieJel^i^ and I iiien handcuffed him ; after whidi I ordered him to 
•it down on the sea-chest, whilst I rennined BtaiifHTig in liie middle 
of the room with the carbine at full cock. 

The reader will probably consider it strasfe, aTidhardlj credible, 
that after the narrow escape I had had of my Hfe, and the stub- 
born resistance made by the prisoner, I slKmld hare ^t any 
kind feeling towards him ; but such, indeed, was the case. After 
the excitement had passed away, the thought that he might have 
shot me whilst I was asleep came over me ; therefore, was I thank- 
ful, and pitying the poor wretch, I gave him all my allowance of 
damper, which he rayenously devoured, saying he had not tasted 
food for three days, the last morsel having be^ obtained from a 
German named Stein, known as Old Waterloo, living at Sygnet 
Eiver. 

Seeing that he still felt hungry after he had consumed the whole 
of my damper, I desired him to accompany me outside, and point- 
ing to one of two little pigs in the sty, which I had partly agreed to 
purchase from old Jacobs for eleven shilling, told him to take it 
out and let it loose, which he no sooner did than I shot it ; and as he 
said he knew how to scald a pig, &c., I told him to do so, for which 
purpose I took off his handcuffs and returned him his knife, having 
previously reloaded my carbine with ball. He first filled the kettle 
with water and put it on to boil, and then set to work in such a scien- 
tific manner that it was evident he was used to the butchering 
business. 

After the process had been accomplished, I told him he might 
fry the liver and li^^hts for himself, which he did, and again 
ate with raging voracity, but quickly afterwards vomited violently, 
owing doubtless, to the weak state of his stomach through long 
fasting. I next gave him a stick of tobacco, which he seized with 
avidity, and oomraeneed smoking with much enjoyment. 

Bgma hours after we had been together, he ventured to remark 
" that mv men were a long time wallaby hunting ;" but when I 
explained the oiroumatanoes of the case he was thoroughly 
astonished, adding that he never would have dreamt of my being 
left alone and he subseauently oonfessed that if he had been aware 
of It he would have shot roe and taken possession of my carbine, 
inition, Ao„ and whatever eatables he could have ob- 

1 ovemng, an the porkling's flesh was thoroughly " set," 
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consisted of mntton fat in a pannikin, with a pieco of rag for a 
wick. 

Abont ten o'clock I desired the fellow to spread Jacobs' feather 
bed on the floor before the fire, after which having lain down and 
covered himself with a blanket, it occurred to me that it would be 
safer, and more prudent, to make him undress and re-hsuidcuff 
him afterwards, and to this end I unsprung them. I then ordered 
him to take off his clothes, but this he positively refused to do. 
Whereupon I quickly seized my carbine, cocked it, and taking a 
position a few yards away, quietly told him that if he demurred 
one moment to obey me, I would send a ball into him. Seeing, 
probably, that I was in real earnest, he replied — 

" "Well, well, it's no use I suppose," and then divested himself 
of his garments ;; after which he quietly held out his wrists to be 
again handcuffed. 

About midnight, or early in the morning, under the impression 
that the rascal was in a sound sleep, I lay down alongside of him, 
outside the blanket, continuously smoking my pipe the while to 
keep myself from becoming drowsy; when suddenly I felt him 
gently drawing both legs together as if about to make a spring ; 
whereupon I shook his thign vigorously, and demanded what was 
the matter, to which he replied, ** The fleas are biting me." 

" Oh ! " rejoined I, " never mind the fleas ; and if you think to 
catch me napping, you're much mistaken ; so go to sleep." 

I have not the least doubt the villain supposed I had fallen 
into a slumber, and had intended to spring up and deal me a stun- 
ning blow on the head with his manacles, and then effect his 
escape. 

Before leaving Bangscote I gave instructions to Serjeant N 

to keep a sharp look-out about Morrison's Point, and in the event 
of seeing a smoke to send the whale-boat immediately, as it would 
be a signal that it was needed; accordingly, after breakfast I 
ordered the prisoner to accompany me, and upon reaching a certain 
point of land, told him to collect some dry wood and make a fire, 
when it was fairly alight, I made him heap continuously green 
boughs upon it, until I descried the white lug- sail of the boat coming 
across the bay, to which I drew his attention, saying, — 

" Do you see that P " 

« Oh,^' said he, " that's it, is it P " 

" Yes," I replied. " Kow we'll go. Cook the rest of the pig, and 
by the time the police arrive it w3l be ready for them." 

The distance between Elingscote and Morrison's Point was about 
twelve miles, and as the boat was favoured with a fair wind and 
calm sea, it was accomplished in little over an hour. 

After dinner, which the men thoroughly enjoyed, we set sail for 
E[ingscote with the prisoner, glad to be relieved of the custody of 
such an undesirable companion, as my readers may well ima- 
gine ! 

Before leaving Jacobs' hut, I chalked on the door for Police- 
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trooper Sliaw's information : " Gentleman John recaptured. Make 
smoKO at the place agreed npon/* 

Upon reaching Xingscote I was pleased to find that the cutter 
Jane Flaxman, Captain Dowset, had arrived, having been 
considerately chartered by his Excellency the Gk)vemor to bring 
us back to Port Adelaide, with any prisoners we might have cap- 
tared. 

On the following day, being the third since Police-trooper Shaw 
and his party left me at Jacobs* hut, and started for Creek Bay in the 
hopes of capturing Gilkes, we were all on the quirvive, and about 
noon observed with gladness the anticipated signal-fire at Point 
Morrison ; whereupon the whale-boat was quickly manned, and 
shoved off with alacrity. 

Whilst crossing the bay, many were the speculations amongst 
the men as to whether the men had been successful or otherwise ; 
which were set at rest by being hailed from the shore with the 
gratifying intelligence that the fellow was in safe custody. Having 
now successfully accomplished the object of the expedition, by the 
capture of the leader and all the members of his gang, not a 
moment was lost in returning to Eongscote, where, on arrival, I had 
the prisoners at once securely placed on board ; and as there was 
nothing more to detain me on the island, we sailed on the morning 
of the 12th September, and reached Port Adelaide in the 
evening. 

Upon passing a vessel at anchor at the light-ship, apparently 
homeward bouna, some one on board hailed our craft, to which Cap- 
tain Dowset answered, " The Jane Flaxman, from Kangaroo Island, 
with party of police and prisoners.** This individual, I subsequently 
ascertained, was no other than Old Buck, concerned in the escape 
of the two convicts from on board the Vixen. Although the 
Government kept them in gaol several months, to give evidence 
a^inst him, he succeeded in evading capture, and only again made 
his appearance at the port some time after the prisoners had been 
sent to Tasmania. 

Early the following morning (13th September, 1844) the pri- 
soners — six Europeans, and two native women — were landed, and 
marched to gaol in Adelaide. Numbers of citizens came down to 
the port to witness the motley assemblage, ourselves being hardly 
discernible from the prisoners, on account of our ragged garments, 
patched up with pieces of wallaby skins. 

During the expedition I collected a great deal of information 
from old Jacobs, Bates, and others on the island, and amongst it 
the particulars of a marder which took place at Yankalilla, about 
ten or twelve years before, in consequence of which the Advocate- 
General (Mr. Smilie) deemed it expedient to charge the two native 
women (Sal and Snke) I brought over from Kangaroo Island with 
complicity in the crime, in addition to the offence of aiding and 
harbouring prisoners of the crown. 

It appeared that a young man named Meredith, son of a wealthy 
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settler of Yan Diemen's Land, had deeply offended liis father bj 
his follies and extravagancies. In consequence of a quarrel, it 
was said that the young man seized and made off with a schooner 
belonging to his father. This vessel he sold at some port, where 
he haid got the price in dollars. He then bought a fine ten-oared 
sealing-boat, and about l^e year 1827 arrived at Kangaroo Island, 
accompanied by the old man-of-war's man, Jacobs, and an American 
named Bathurst. The party settled at Western River, where they 
resided several years, and got a subsistence by cultivating and by 
sealing. In the course of their ezT)editions to the nei^bouring 
coasts, they had taken a woman (Sal) from Fort Lincoln, and two 
lads from Encounter Bay, who acted as their servants. Meredith, 
at that time, had latterly become very religious, and was constantly 
reading his Bible. On one occasion he suddenly determined, very 
much against Jacobs' advice, to visit the mainland. He was 
accompanied by Sal and the two native lads. It appears that one 
of the lads had fallen in love with Sal, and as a means of getting 
her, he determined to murder his master. The boat put in at 
YankaliUa Bay, and one day, when his master was sitting on deck 
reading his Bible, the native got behind him, and killed him with 
a tomahawk. This tomahawk was afterwards found by Captain 
Martin, with part of the hair and blood still upon it, but was then 
lost. About three months afterwards, Jacobs, naving found means 
of communicating with the other islanders, who were settled at 
different points of the island, came over with Warland (the 
governor), Nat, Thomas, and Walker, to search for his master. 
They landed at Bapid Bav. On approaching, they saw a number 
of natives on the rocks, wno ran off. They were then hailed by 
Sal, who was also on the rocks, and who immediately came on 
board. She informed them of the murder, and that she had 
refused the addresses of the young man ; that she had been several 
times in danger of her life from nim and from the other natives, 
who wished to kill her to prevent her telling the white men of the 
murder. She also told that the Encounter Bay blacks had taken 
Meredith's boat; that it was manned by them, and under the 
command of one of them, called Encounter Bay Bob, who intended 
to go over to the island and murder all the whites. This in- 
telligence terrified them much, and they stated that for months 
afterwards they lay at night with their arms loaded, and imagined 
every noise to be the landing of the blacks. They were afterwards 
relieved from their fears by hearing that the boat had been wrecked 
at Encounter Bay. 

It was said that Meredith " planted his dollars at Western River," 
and that the blacks got a few of them which he took with him to 
the mainland. Those planted at Western River have never been 
found. Sal said t)iat she knew the spot where the skeleton of 
Meredith was; but no steps were taken by the Government to 
confirm the trath of her statement. The native who committed 
the murder was well-known at Encounter Ba^', and instructions 
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for liis apprehension were forthwith sent down, after the foregoing 
facts were made known to the Government. It was subsequently 
ascertained, however, that he had been dead about two or three 
years, and consequently the two black women were discharged. 

It was stated, with what truth I do not know, that an estate 
worth 4000Z., and 5000/. in money, was held by the Chancery Court 
of Yan Diemen's Land, until proof of Mr. Meredith's death was 
given, and that the property then would belong to his sisters. It 
is remarkable that this story should not have been investigated ; 
but it may be because the parties who gave me the information 
thought it would be of no use, as a native's evidence in those days 
would not be taken. 

After the trial and conviction of the prisoners captured at Kangaroo 
Island, a daring attempt was made by them to escape from gaol, on 
the morning of the 4th November, 1844 ; but fortunately it was 
frustrated, through the guard on duty in the courtyard of the 
prison hearing an unusual noise on the roof of some buildings 
near one of the towers. He thereupon called the late Mr. Ashton, 
the governor of the gaol, and told him he thought all was not 
right, as he believed , the prisoners were trying to escape. Mr. 
Ashton immediately got up, told the guard to call the head 
turnkey, and keep all as quiet as possible. He then armed him- 
self and went down, and having called out the military guard, and 
stationed them on the east end of the row of buildings from 
whence the sounds proceeded, he called his own men, and stationed 
them at the west end, these being the only points at which it was 
possible the prisoners could escape, the whole party being well 
armed. By this time, some of the prisoners had got through the 
roofing of their cells, and the party could hear them scrambling on 
the roof, and Mrs. Ashton, who was looking through the chapel 
window that opens on the roof, said she saw them distinctly. At 
this juncture the prisoners found they were discovered, and that no 
hope remained of their escape, as they were hemmed in on all 
sides, and hastened back through the holes they had made in their 
cells, one of them. Wood, perhaps of more courage thsui the rest, 
calling upon them to come back and rush the party. 

A short time having elapsed, Mr. Ashton, disposing a party so 
that nothing could escape, went to the cell occupied by McDonald 
(Gentleman John), and the two prisoners who escaped from the 
Vixen, He found the prisoners in the cell, freed from their irons. 
He immediately double-ironed them, and placed them in separate 
cells ; and on examination, found that a large hole had been made 
in the roof of the cell, through which they had got out. Having 
made all secure there,, he went to No. 2 cell, occupied by a man 
named Wood, who had entered Mrs. Allen's premises in Hindley 
Street some weeks previously, a soldier named Wilkinson, who de- 
serted from the detachment stationed in Adelaide, and Gilkes, and 
Smith. Mr. Ashton found these also in the cell with their irons 
off. He immediately double-ironed them, and also placed them in 
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separate cells. For some time it was a mystery how the prisoners 
had managed to get their irons off ; but on examining ^o. 1 ceil, a 
knife, which had been missed some time before, was discovered, 
jagged on the edge to form a saw, stowed away between the ceiling 
and the roof, and this was probably the instrument by which 
they had taken off their irons. 

Mr. Ashton had gone his ronnd as nsnal at ei^ht o*clock on the 
previous evening, and at that time the prisoners had their 
irons on, and there was nothing that could lead him to suspect 
that an escape was meditate<l. No doubt existed but that the 
scheme had been some time in preparation, and they must have 
commenced their operations immediately Mr. Ashton left them ; 
so well had they laid their plans, that half an hour more, and 
the mastery of one sentinel, would have given them their freedom, 
as the eight was exceedingly dark and stormy. Great praise was 
due to Mr. Ashton for the promptitude and coolness with which he 
managed the affair, as also to the guard and soldiers by whom he 
was aided. "Wood, alias Handy Tommy, was loud and deep in his 
imprecations on his companions after the attempt, for their 
cowardice in not rushing on and murdering the whole guard, and so 
effecting their escape. Indeed, the Register said, " Seven greater 
villains could hardly have been found, most of them being run- 
aways from the neighbouring colonies." 

* ' « • * « « 

Some years after the incidents detailed in the foregoing, and 
when at the head of the police department, my friend Mr. Henry 
Noltenius called one day at my residence at Norwood, and invited 
me to dine with him and a few friends, to meet a famed German 
traveller, named Frederick Gerstaecker, the well-known author of 
the " Two Convicts,** and many other interesting novels, who was 
making a tour of the Australian Colonies. I willingly accepted 
his invitation, and upon leaving, Noltenius said, " Be sure you 
bring your violin, because my &iend is a great musician as 
well, and passionately fond of music** 

On the day appointed I repaired to my friend*s house at Ken- 
sington, and was introduced to the novelist. Amongst the 
assembled ppiests I remember was Mr. Charnock, the present agent 
for the Orient line of steamers, and Noltenius*s brother Barnard. 
After sitting down to a first-rate spread, and the cloth having been 
removed, music was introduced. The instrument upon which 
Mr. Gerstaecker played was the zither, and certainly I never 
heard anything so harmonious and delightful. 

After a wmle, the decanters being replenished, and a fresh 
suppljr of cigars placed on the board, Noltenius remarked, that 
his Mend was very anxious to hear me narrate some of my 
adventures in the*bush, and captures of bushrangers ; to which 
request I cordially responded, and accordingly related several 
stirring incidents, and amongst them especially, the whole parti- 
culars of the Kangaroo Island affair, with which he expressed him- 
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self greatly entertained, and intimated that on his retnm to 
Grermany he would publish my adventures. 

I then remarked, " But you have not taken any notes." 

"Oh," said he (tapping his forehead with his finger), "I will 
recollect ; I will recollect. 

About five or six years later, having occasion to be in Adelaide, 
I went to Piatt's shop to buy some stationery, and whilst being 
served the shopman said, — 

"Have you seen this, Mr. TolmerP" pointing to a parcel of 
printed papers on the counter, like pamphlets. 

" No," repHed I. " What is it P " 

" Oh, sir, it's all about you and Kangaroo Island." 

And upon taking up a number I perceived it was entitled, " Life 
in the Bush," by Frederick Gerstaecker, and I purchased a dozen, 
but subsequently gave them all away as trash and nonsense. 

As well as my memory serves me after such a length of time, the 
author commenced by sa^in^ that daring his brief sojourn in 
Adelaide, he had the gratification of being introduced to Lieutenant 
Tohner, of the mounted police, from whom he gathered the incidents 
which he relates, vouching for their truthfulness. He then goes 
on to relate, that a gang of bushrangers, under the leadership of 
one Gentleman John, had taken up their abode at Western Biver, 
Kangaroo Island ; that tbev were the terror of the inhabitants, on 
account of the daring robberies and atrocious crimes they had 
committed, and in consequence. Lieutenant Tolmer had been 
despatched by the Colonial Government, with a strong detachment 
of men to effect their capture. 

One day the leader of the ^ng left his fellows in their 
fastnesses, and started, accompamed only bv a single attendant, 
on an excursion to examine the island, witn a view of plotting 
further raids upon the unfortunate settlers ; and upon coming in 
sight of an extensive sheep-station, at Hog Bay, he went straight- 
way to the homestead, and having intimatea that himself and 
servant were travelling Id search of suitable land to form a station, 
the squatter kindly invited him in, and afterwards introduced him 
to his lady (meaning Baggs and his wife), who, without exception, 
was the most lovely creature he had ever beheld, with olack 
lustrous eyes, and beautiful flowing tresses, and as to her figure it 
was perfectly angelic. 

The family consisted of several young children, the youngest 
being only a baby ; and apparently this wealthy squatter and his 
charming helpmate, were the very personification of happiness and 
contentment. 

After a few days* sojourn in the house their visitor was pressed 
to prolong his stay, which he did, and being a handsome personage, 
and withal exceedingly polite and courteous, the squatter's wife 
became fascinated with him, and at last fell deeply enamoured, and 
although he confessed that he was a bushranger, and a leader of a 
gang, she nevertheless consented to elope with him and share his 
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fate. It was therefore agreed that after shearing, which was at 
hand, and when the husband was gone to Adelaide with the 
season's clip of wool, she would convey an intimation by a trdsty 
messenger that he might return. He then bade adieu to his late 
entertainer, and returned to join his associates at Western Biver, 
where there was a native woman with whom he cohabited, but who 
was exceedingly jealous of him, and had vowed to herself that if 
he proved false she would conduct the police to his haunts. 

In due time he received the expected tidings, and forthwith 
repaired to the squatter's mansion, where he was received with open 
anns ; and as flignt was immediately urged, on account of the police 
being known to be scouring the country in quest of the bandits, 
the following morning was fixed for their departure. Accordingly 
at early dawn, before the servants had risen, stepping softly into 
the room where her unconscious children lay asleep, she imprinted 
a kiss upon their foreheads, and with the baby in her arms quitted 
for ever her late happy and laxurious home. After proceeding 
some distance through entangled brush, and ascending and 
descending stupendous hills. Gentleman John stopped suddenly, 
saying to his terrified and almost exhausted companion,— 

"Hush I I hear a noise. That's Tolmer and his men. Keep 
that child quiet." 

" I can't, replied she : it was crying. 

" Give it to me, then, I'll keep it quiet," and seizing the child by 
the leg, he dashed its brains out against a rock ! 

The rest of the story I leave to the imagination of the reader. 



CHAPTER IL 

Journal of an expedition to Portland Bay vi^ Meant Gambier, November, 
1844 — Difficalties encountered by the first pioneers in the south-east, 
on account of the ferocity and hostile nature of the natives. 

Intelligence having reached the Government that the ruffian 
McDonald, dliaB Gentleman John, I had captured with others at 
Kangaroo Island, had stolen a pair of pistols from the late Johu 
Bobertson, Esq. (known as Poor Man Brobertson), and likewise 
committed an unnatural offence on a black boy named Syntax, I 
received instructions from the commissioner of pohce to proceed to 
the south-east, collect evidence, and summon the parties to appear 
before him in Adelaide, &c., of which the following is a copy : — 

"Mt deae Tolmbe, — The Colonial Secretary has just informed 
me that you are at liberty to start. I should like to have sent 
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with you, to show Mr. Blair, a copy of the letter which he will send 
me on Monday. It will have reference to the proposed interchange 
of one constable between the two Governments, to be relieved 
every twelve months. Yon may as well mention to Mr. Blair, that 
the governor has the intention of proposing such a measure, as one 
which would be productive of mutual benefit to the two colonies. 

" Your instructions will be, to proceed first of all to find the 
wreck of Haynes, and without wasting too much time there, 
endeavour to ascertain whether the crew perished by the hands of 
the natives or by drowning. 

** Your next object will be to find out Mr. Eobertson's station, 
which is sixty miles east of Lake Hawden. You will probably find 
it by following Scott's tracks from the station laid down on your 
map. You will then get up all the evidence against Gentleman 
John, and request the parties to attend my court as soon as 
possible. If you find it necessary, lay information before Evelyn 
Stuart (for which purpose take blank forms of informations and 
summonses), and |^et him to summon the witnesses to appear 
before me in Adelaide. You will not go to Portland if you succeed 
in getting up a good case against McDonald, unless you find your- 
self within a moderate distance of the place, or unless you find 
that you can do some important service by going so far. Let me 
see you to-nighfc, or before you start. 

" And believe me, faithfully yours, 

"B. T. FiNNiss. 

" November 9th, 1844." 

The first part of this journal, from the 10th to the 22nd November, 
and from the 30th to my return to Adelaide, is unfortunately lost. 
I have endeavoured to obtain the original from the acting com- 
missioner of police, which should be amongst the records in the 
police commissioner's office, but it appears it cannot be found. I 
therefore will, as well as my memory serves, supply the missing 
particulars. 

The party consisted of myself, four mounted police constables, 
an intelligent native of the Lower Murray named Jimmy, and 
seven horses, one being used as a pack. 

My first duty, according to instructions, being to ascertain the 
fate of Captain Haynes, who was either drowned or killed by 
natives, I swam the horses at the mouth of the Murray, with the 
assistance of a dingy procured at the Goolwa, and after travelling 
along the coast for many miles, I was unsuccessful in obtaining any 
trace of him ; from repeated inquiries amongst the natives i met 
with, however, there is not the least doubt that Haynes' cutter, after 
leaving Hart's fishery at Cape Jarvis, must have foundered at sea. 

The second or thnrd day's travelling brought us to a spot im- 
ijiediately opposite an island, which I recognized as that upon which 
the natives in large numbers took refuge when I was in search of 
two of the tribe charged with stealing sheep from Mr. D. McFarlane 
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not long before, the particnlars 'of which I described in a former 
chapter. 

with a view to gnard against a night snrprise, I had taken the 
precaution to select an open spot for the camp, free from bushes 
and other means of cover, along the slope of a high sand-hill over- 
looking a flat in which our horses were tethered. After placing the 
sentry at his post, and seeing that each man had his arms in order 
and readiness, we lay down to rest. About midnight we were aroused 
by Jimmy, who gave the alarm that the natives were close at hand, 
and that he had overheard them agree to rush us with waddies. 
Whereupon we quickly sprang to our feet, and in the first place 
I kicked the fire out, and then retired some distance with the men, 
whom I formed in line. I next desired Jimmy to warn the blacks 
that unless they dispersed immediately I should fire into them. 
This he did ; but as he said they were still SG[uatted behind a thick 
cluster of bushes, we fired a volley in the direction ; but whether 
any were hit, or whether, seeing we were on the alert, they had 
previously vanished, I never knew ; certain it is, however, that on 
examining the spot in the morning we found the ground thickly 
covered with native foot-prints, verily, we had a narrow escape 
for our lives. 

I shall not easily fors^et the extraordinary reverberation caused 
by the report of our carbines, which was unusually prolonged, and 
it would nave been interesting to have had an echometer to measure 
the ratio and duration of the sound. After it had ceased, nothing 
was heard but the continuous booming of the heavy sarf, so familiar 
now to those accustomed to travel along this particular part of the 
coast. Nothing of any moment occurred until we got amongst the 
swamps in the neighbourhood of Mount Muirhead, where we were 
detained a day or two, on account of my horse having unfortunately 
strained the back sinews of one of his forelegs, and become so lame 
that I was obliged to leave him at one of Mr. Leak's out-stations 
until my return. This occurred about the 20th or 21st November, 
1844. 

About two miles before we reached this station we found two 
sheepskins, and a number of small bones, close to the remains of 
four fires, which the natives had made. 

Thursday, 22nd, — After breakfast I went, accompanied by Police- 
trooper Carter, to Mr. Leak's head station, about two miles off. It is 
situated nearly on the top of a hill, on the borders of a beautiful little 
lake, and is one of the most picturesque spots I have ever seen. 
The lake is about three miles in circumference, and appears to be 
verj deep ; there is another lake a short distance off, somewhat 
smaller, and divided from the former by a range. The country 
aU round for miles is truly splendid, and forms one of the finest 
7UI1S in the province. As I did not find Mr. Leak at home, I re- 
turned to the sheep station. In the evening, having heard that I 
had called, he came to see me. He complained sadly of the constant 
thefts committed by the natives in the neighbourhood, and their 
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constantly doclging his shepherds from tree to tree, shaking their 
spears and putting them in the greatest fear. At night, not- 
withstanding the vigilance of his men, they managed to get into the 
sheep^ards and carry away the sheep. He had lately lost fourteen 
rams m that way. He said they are very numerous, but small in sta- 
ture, very active and fierce. Not long before, about sixty or seventy 
attacked the shepherd on the run, and drov^ him back ; although he 
was well armed, and fired several shots at them, they succee<&din 
spearing and taking away from thirty to forty sheep. Mr. Leak on 
this occasion went with his men in pursuit, and soon came up with 
the natives in possession of the sneep. They then commenced 
throwing spears at the Europeans, who immediately fired amongst 
them, killing one and wounding another. One of the shepherds 
received a spear wound in the arm during the affray ; since this 
a£Fair, however, they had not been quite so bold. 

About August they attacked Mr. Arthur's station at the 
Shank, and drove away a number of sheep ; they were, however, 
recovered after an encounter with the natives, in which several were 
shot. Mr. Leak had since purchased this station, with the sheep, 
Ac., for the sum of 300Z.* I have been given to understand that 
Mr. Arthur sold the station on account of his being so disgusted 
at the want of protection afforded to the settlers in that district. 

ITie natives were also very troublesome in the new country. 
About the [same time they attacked Mr. Arthur, they drove away 
280 sheep £rom Mr. Scott's station ; a pursuit was instituted, but 
without success. I got some information respecting McDonald 
also, and learnt that the pistols which he had stolen from Poor 
Man Bobertson were purchased by a man named Edward 
Partridge, who was hut-keeper at Mr. Henty's station, Mount 
(Jambier. 

Friday, 23r(2. — The hut-keeper's pony not having returned 
from Glenelg, I determined to ride the pack-horse, and leave 
Jimmy behind, as he was very unwell and unable to go on. I 
might have taken his horse, but as it was in rather poor condition, 
I thought it best to give it rest with my own. Started for Mount 
Gambier, distant fourteen miles ; reached Mr. Henty's station about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, and was kindly accommodated by 
Mr. Cohen, the overseer. Saw the hut-keeper Partridge, who pro- 
duced the pistols which he had bought of MclDonald ; told him that 
he would necessarily have to accompany me to Adelaide to give evi- 
dence against the person he had purchased them from, as they 
were stolen, and that he had better prepare for the journey. 

Saturday, 24th. — Being satisfied that the robberies committed by 
McDonald were in our province, I thought it necessary to apply to 
]^Ir. Sturt for summonses for parties whose names I was provided 

1 This splendid property now belongs to Mr. Joseph Clark, and is leased 
to Captain Gardiner, who" pays a rental of 10,000^. per annum for it. 
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with, and who were necessary for the prosecution, to appear in 
Adelaide at the Commissioner s Court, Mr. Cohen kindly offered to 
ride with me to show me the station, although it was raining 
heavily; it is about six miles from the Mount, amongst some 
undulating country. Found Mr. Sturt at home ; and several gentle- 
men residing with hitn. He also complained of the thefts committed 
by the blacks, and the want of protection afforded to the district 
by our Government. On applying to him for the summonses, he 
refused to grant them, on the plea of not having been sworn in as a 
magistrate. Thus I was quite at a loss how to act, as I foresaw 
the great difficulty I should have in obliging the different parties 
to attend such a distance from their homes without sammonses. 
On consideration, therefore, I determined upon going 'at once to 
Portland to consult Mr. Blair, and as I was informed he was a 
magistrate for the province of South Australia, he might probably 
supply me with the necessary summonses. Mr. Sturt said he 
would write to Mr. Finniss, and state the reasons of his not com- 
plying with my application. After taking some refreshment, I 
returned to Mr. Henty's. 

. Su/nday, 2bth, — As the weather was much worse than any that 
we had yet experien,ced, and it was not a day for travelling, J rested 
the horses. In spite of the unfavourable day, however, I did not 
like to miss the opportunity of visiting the Mount, and after 
breakfast I took mj sketch-book and walked up. On reaching 
the summit I certamly was surprised at a scene so unlike what I 
had formed an idea of. The crater, completely circular, is filled 
with water, the depth of which must, I think, be very great, from 
its deep blue appearance. The banks are very precipitous, covered 
with fme grass, and some shea oaks grow up the sides. A few 
feet above the surface the water has the appearance of being 
walled round. The scene altogether is grand and very striking. 
Mount Shank in the distance has a remarkable appearance. I 
made but a poor attempt at sketching, on account of the rain, and 
not being provided with proper materials. I managed, however, 
to get a pretty good sketch of an extraordinary cave, which is close 
to tiie station, and from which it is supplied with water. A 
pathway has lately been made into it down the declivity, for the 
horses and cattle to go to water. The country all round is very 
beautiful, and similar to where Mr. Leake has his station, but 
not so well watered. The climate is very cold compared with 
that of Adelaide, with much more rain. 

Monday, 26th, — There was ^uite a change in the weather to-day, 
being very hot and sultry, which made me feel somewhat drowsy, 
and the day's journey very tedious. Halted at two lagoons for 
the night, having travelled thirty miles. We passed through very 
little good country to-day — only in patches here and there. 

Tuesday, 27th. — Moved off at an early hour, and arrived at Mr. 
McPherson's cattle station on the Glenelg about twelve o'clock ; dis- 
tance travelled, eighteen miles. A good substantial meal was put 
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before us, with plenty of new milk — quite a treat to us after so 
long a journey. The overseer, Mr. McEachem, lay in a very dan- 
geroQs state, having been s])eared by some natives a few days 
before whilst he was taking ms usual ride round the run. He had 
dismounted at the time they made their murderous attack ; but he 
managed, however, although he was speared in eight places, to get 
upon nis horse and ride home. The natives in this neighbour- 
hood, I was informed, were constantly committing acts of violence 
and cruel murders on shepherds and hut-keepers. The destruction 
of property also is dreadful, particularly on sheep farms; in 
many instances whole flocks had been driven away and destroyed, 
and in others from 100 to 200 taken, and most of them 
left on the ground, with their legs twisted out of the sockets. 
The cattle-owners also suffer, as they spear the cattle. Upon the 
station of Messrs. Addison and Murray, not long since, the blacks 
murdered a shepherd named Casey, and took away a number of 
sheep. The poor fellow was found dreadfully cut about the 
head with waddies, and with two spear-wounds near the heart. 
He was doubled up and put under a fallen gum-tree, then 
earth thrown upon him, and some dead logs laid on the top. 
The black police were in the neighbourhood at the time, but the 
high expectations which their first services raised have been sadly 
disappointed, as thgy refused to go after the natives, although they 
were well known. The force consists of thirty— of which twenty- 
seven are aborigines, one white sergeant, and Mr. Dana, the com- 
mander, with his servant. This gentleman is dubbed " captain " 
by the settlers. After resting a couple of hours the horses were 
again saddled, and we crossed the Glenelg and Wannon ; the depth 
of the water was about f oxir feet, and the breadth thirty. Reached 
Mr. F. Henty's station, where we were kindljr received and accom- 
modated for the night. His house is , built in a very pretty 
situation, and commands a tine view of the country. The scenery 
is very fine, open, and grassy, and extending as far as we could see, 
with swelling hills and broad green meadows. In front of the 
house he has a nice garden, tastefully laid out, and well furnished 
with fruit-trees ; the gooseberry bushes were laden with fruit, and 
quite fit for picking. In the evening Mr. Henty took me for a 
walk round his establishment, and showed me nis entire horse 
"Wanderer — a good sort of stock-horse, but nothing more. His 
crops looked remarkably well, and the soil certainly is splendid. 
The only fault, Mr. Henty informed me, was that it is was too 
good, as it gave the sbeep the foot-rot. 

We returned to the house, and I was introduced to his lady, a 
very nice woman ; also to Mr. and Mrs. Byass, a doctor in the 
neighbourhood, a merry, jolly little fellow, who sang comic songs 
the whole evening. 

Wednesday t 2%th, — Having been informed that Poor Man 
Eobertson was at his brother's station, about four miles ofij I 
started with my party after breakfast, and arrived there in due 
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time. I was disappointed, however, as he had not yet arriyed 
from his station in the new country, although he was daily ex- 
pected. They seemed to be a poor simple people. I explained 
to them the nature of my visit, and desired tnem to inform tiieir 
brother on his arrival that he would have to accompany the police 
to Adelaide, to give evidence against the man who had stolen his 
pistols, the said man being in custody ; and also that I should 
return in a few days for that purpose. Resumed our journey 
towards Portland. After travelling about fourteen miles tnrougn 
some good country, we entered a dense forest of stringy bark, and 
this continued all day, with the exception of a small cleared patch 
of land at Emu Creek, where there is a pretty good public-nouse. 
Bested here an hour. The charges c^mte frigntened me — ^nine- 
pence for a glass of sour beer, one shillmg for a glass of brandy. 
It's a i)erfect mystery to me how they can make it answer, as there 
are very few persons who travel that road, and bullock-drivers 
have such low wages that thev cannot afford to pay so much for 
refreshments ; besides which, they have to pay 30Z. per annum for a 
licence, lOZ. for a squatting licence, and assessment. Pushed on 
about four miles further, and not finding a fit place for encamping, 
turned off about three miles, and found water in a creek, wim 
plenty of good grass for the horses. 

ThursdcMf, 2Qth, — Struck the road again about eight miles on 
our journey. Came again to another cleared patch in the forest, 
with a small rivulet running through a swamp ; this is called 
Smoky River. Here also is a public-house, filthy in appearance, 
and kept by a dirty -looking Irishman, Patrick G'Neil. The 
roads are impassable almost K>r horses, and how drays get along, 
I wonder ; it is nothing but a flat swampy country ror miles, and 
the most tedious travelling that one can imagine. At last reached 
Portland, about seven o'clock in the evening. The horses are in 
good condition after the journey, but began to fag towards the 
latter end. Procured quarters for the men for the night, and sent 
the horses to the Government paddock. 

Friday, 3(Wfe.— Called on Mr. Blair, the police magistrate. He 
was at the Public Office, engaged investigating a case of com- 
plaint ; after which, I deliver^ my letter of introduction to him, 
and had some conversation on the subject connected with the 
police. With respect to the contemplated exchange of constables 
between the two Governments, he agrees that such a measure 
would be of mutual benefit to the two colonies, but suggested that 
the men be stationed on either side of the Glenelg, and sworn in as 
constables for each province. There are no specific charges against 
McDonald on this side the border, so that I shall be forced to get 
up all the evidence I can to bring him to trial in Adelaide. Mr. 
Blair has no doubt, however, of his being the runaway described 
as Burke ; and if it should be him, he can be tried in New South 
Wales for absconding, and sentenced to fourteen years' transporta- 
tion according to the Act. Burke was transported in 1833 for 

YOL. n. " c 
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seven years, so that lie mast hare been free nearly foar years ; and 
as he appears in the 8t/Aney GaaeUe, dated 9th Jaonary, 1844, as 
an absentee from Maitland, he most have committed some later 
erime. He was tried in Dublin by a conrt-martial for desertion, on 
the 28th January, 1833. 

The native boy Syntax, npon whom an nnnatnral crime was 
committed, I am given to understand has been shot by the native 

S>lice, for shooting at a man named Bobertson, in the employ of 
r. Comey, in the new country, whilst he was asleep on a bed in 
a hut. ms hand was providentiallv placed over his heart, which 
saved his life, as the ball struck the hand and broke two of his 
fingers. Syntax was in company at the time with another native 
boy, name unknown. 

I applied to Mr. Blair for summonses, but he made the same 
objection as Mr. Sturt, and added that he would be liable to a 
penalty of lOOZ. if he acted without having taken the oath. I 
got some valuable information from him and his constables, 
respecting parties who were supposed to be on the way overland 
to South Australia with stolen norses. Made notes of these par- 
ticulars, and other things which miffht be of use to me in Adelaide. 
As a vessel was just leaving for A&laide, I wrote a letter to Mr. 
Finniss, acquainting him of our safe arrival, and also with the 
particulars of two men, one named Strutton or Studon, who was 
supposed to have started for Adelaide with some stolen horses, and 
likewise the description of a man named Day, who escaped from 
the lock-up at William's Town, xmder committal for robbery. After 
recruiting my horses a few days, I purpose starting on my return 
to Adelaide by way of the new countrv, as one or two of the 
principal witnesses required in McDonald's case are shepherding 
in that neighbourhood. The distance will be ^eatly increased, as 
I shall have afterwards to fall back upon Mount Gambier for 
Jimmy, and my own horse, so that I cannot well be in Adelaide 
before the latter end of next month. 

The site of Portland is very good, but there is no available land 
near it. All round for miles the country is nothing but a dense 
forest of stringy bark, similar to the ** tiers " near Adelaide. I 
am told there are some lakes and several curious caves not far from 
the township, well worth seeing. The town contains about 600 
inhabitants, and there are many good, well-built houses, principally 
of stone. There is a fine court-house and gaol now in course ot 
erection. The stone is quarried a short distance from the town, 
and appears to be very good for the purpose, being a kind of 
grey granite. The bay is about seventeen miles by eight, and is 
pretty well sheltered from all winds except the E.S.E. The 
anchorage, I am told, is good ; but notwithstanding, two or three 
vessels have lately been driven on shore, which does not speak 
much for it ; one is the Elizabeth, of Adelaide^ Several attempts 
have been made to get her off, but without success. Mr. Newman, 
of Port Adelaide, i believe chartered her. The other, the Sally 
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Anne, went to pieces, but was insured. There is an overland mail, 
bnt as there were no other magistrates to whom I could apply, and 
as Mr. Bobertson and others refused to attend the court in 
Adelaide without being served with a legal summons, I decided 
upon returning at once, and accordingly started homewards with 
my partjr, on or about the 6th January, 1845. Thinking that 
on reaching Mr. Leak's hut I might probably find my horse 
Bucksfoot still lame and unable to travel, I determined to buy 
one in the district, and eventually became the purchaser of a 
thorough-bred mare, whose history, and wonderral performance 
as a trotter, form the subject of the following chapter. 



CHAPTER III. 
Norah, the celebrated trotter — Her history. 

Having heard that Mr. Henty was famed for his superior breed 
of horses, I called at his station on i^e Wannon, to inquire 
whether he had a useful animal for sale; to which he replied 
that he had not then any horses which he thought would suit 
me, but that he certainly had a thorouffh-bred mare, called 
Korah, which he wanted to dispose of cheap, on account of 
her vicious temper — so bad, indeed, that he had found it necessary 
to keep her on the tether, because when loose on the run she 
worried the sheep like a wild dog, and there was only one man 
on the station wno dared approach to shift her position, as she 
would rush any stranger. 

Kotwithstandin]^ such a catalogue of imperfections and objec- 
tionable qualities in a horse, I expressed a great desire to see the 
animal, and in compliance therewith Mr. Hentv sent his man to 
bring her up ; and when he did so, I thought I had never seen such 
a splendid creature. Whilst the groom held the end of the tether, 
the mare kept continually snorting, pawing the ground, and circling 
to the right and left, keeping her tail cocked up the while. Mr. 
Henty gave me her pedigree, as being out of a Peter Fin mare, 
by Lord Egremont's horse Little John. She was then heavy in 
foal to Wanderer. She stood about fifteen hands high, and her 
colour was what is called mottled bay ; although six years old she 
had never been broken in, no one having been found willing to 
undertake the task. 

In reply to my inquiry, Mr. Henty said that if anything could 
be done with the creature, he would not take 500^. for her ; but 

c 2 
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as she was, lie would sell her for 30^. I then at. once took him 
at his word, and said '* The mare is mine." This announcement 
thoroughly astonished him, and after recoyeriDg somewhat, he 
burst out into a loud laugh, and then said, ** But how do you think 
you can take her away ? *' " As to that," I replied, " there will not 
he much difficulty, as I have had a great deal to do with vicious 
horses in my time." 

It being then too late in the day, I deferred starting until the 
morning, and after an early breakmst I made preparations thus : 
Each trooper was provided, as well as myseli, with a stout 
mallee stick, so that m the event of the animal rushing at either 
of us, it was to be met with a smart, well-directed blow on the 
nose. Having all mounted, and being prepared, Mr. Henty's 
man then brought forward the mare, and auickly handed the 
end of the tether to one of the troopers, wno held it firmly. 
The infuriated animal then commenced to plunge, kick, and rear, 
and then suddenly made a rush at the trooper, who dexterously 
struck her on the nose with considerable force, which made her 
rear and fall backwards. Upon rising again, she shook herself 
and stood still for a moment, then made a few more plunges 
forward, which the trooper took advantage of by shortening the 
tether, and then moved on with his horse, whilst we in the rear 
made the mare keep up ; thus, by the end of the day's journey 
the animal was comparatively tamed, and allowed itself to l)e 
quietly tethered with the other horses. Each day as we pro- 
gressed upon the journey she became quieter, and by the time 
we reached Lake Albert I was able to lead her alongside of my 
own horse, and pat her on the neck. After reaching Adelaide, 
I sent her to the Government farm, where she foaled, and in 
due time had her brought to the barracks, and commenced to 
break her in. At the outset I noticed that she had a splendid 
high action, and trotted round the ring at a great pace, but I 
little dreamt she would prove such an extraordinary trotter as 
the sequel will show. By gentle and kiud treatment I very soon 
broke her in, and used to perform my police duties with her ; 
and in drilling the men and teaching them to take their horses 
over the leaping-bar, I found that she was a splendid jumper, and 
as she had great speed also, I determined to enter her for the first 
Adelaide steeplechase, which was to come ofi* in September, 1846, 
and ride her myself. 

As it was rumoured that there would be a diversity of leaps, I 
consequently exercised her over fences, water-jumps, and stone 
walls, and one day took her to Prospect Village, accompanied by 
my friend. Lieutenant Bewes, of the 96th Eegiment, then quartered 
in Adelaide. The mare's style of leaping was similar to that of the 
Irish hunter, who always doubles his fore legs under like the deer. 
On reaching the ground (which there slopes towards the plains) I 
selected a pretty stiff waU, which the mare cleared cleverly, but in 
bringing her over again I sat carelessly in my saddle, and with a 
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rather loose rein, conseqnentlj as slie cleared the wall her fore feet 
ffrazed the top, which checked her flight and almost threw her 
down ; bat qnicklj recovering herself, she sUd some distance and 
suddenly stopped, by which action I performed a complete somer- 
sault ! and as 1 fell on the crown of my head, it was a miracle my 
neck was not broken — as it was, I distinctly heard it " crick." 

Bewes then came quickly to my assistance, and lifted me ofE the 
ground, and with his aid I managed to walk home to the barracks. 

After throwing me, the mare galloped off madly towards Hind- 
marsh, but was caught by the late Mr. Bean, the tanner, who 
kindly brought her to the police stables. My neck was so painful 
that it was impossible for me to move or turn the head, and in this 
state I sent for Dr. Woodforde, who at once recommended a bath 
as hot as I could bear it, from the effects of which I experienced 
speedy relief, and with tiie exception of a stiff neck was all riirht 
aiain in about eight or ten days. 

This untoward accident, however, prevented me from exercising 
the mare, and as I knew not what to do in this emergency, Mr. 
Baine, the lawyer, kindly offered to take her to his place under the 
hiUs and continue her training ; and as, moreover, a Mr. Harrison 
agreed to ride her at the steeplechase, I was relieved from further 
anxiety. 

A day or two before the race I went with a few friends to see the 
mare take her leaps, and upon clearing a fence she went at least a 
foot above the top rail, which must have disconcerted the rider aa 
he checked the mare in her leap, and when she alighted on the other 
side her hind legs slid apart on account of the slippery ground, 
and was unable for a moment to recover herself; but when she did 
so, instead of takiug her straight on to the next fence, he very in- 
discreetly brought her back suddenly to take the same fence, which 
she not only then refused, but never after could she be persuaded 
to leap another. 

The day before the race Harrison then threw her up and refused 
to ride her, when my old friend and quondam shipmate Hxdkes 
gallantly came forward and volunteered to take Harrison's place, 
which offer I was but too glad to accept. 

On the day of the race, September 23rd, 1846, 1 drove my family 
to witness the sport, which was the first of the kind in South 
Australia, and caused no small excitement in the sporting world. 
The scene of operations was admirably chosen, not only in regard 
to picturesque effect and for enabling the spectators fully to enjoy 
the sight, but also for testing the powers of the horses and their 
riders. The weather and the scenery were alike delightful. The 
startiug-point was close to the Glen Osmond lead-mine. From it 
there was, as now, a fine view of the beautiful plains of Adelaide, 
wldch were mostly enclosed and cultivated, and were at that season 
clothed with the richest verdure. The city with its woody environs 
was in the centre of the landscape, the Gulf of St. Vincent in the 
distance, bounded by the waving coast-line of York's Peninsula. 
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Behind rose the Glen Osmond hills, and above them towered the 
wooded masses'of the Mount Lofty ranges. 

The course of the race was in an obhqne direction to the ri^ht, 
down the hill, over several fences, along a section road near Kensing- 
ton, then to the westward along another side of the section, then 
over the section fence to the great eastern road, over both fences 
there into a ploughed field at Fullerton, over several fences to the 
winning-post, which was on the face of the hill a little below the 
0tarting-point. 

The number of spectators on horseback and in carriages was at 
least four or five hundred, and about the same number were on foot. 
Being scattered in groups all over the face of the hill, and in the 
centre around of tne circle of the course, they added much to the 
naturally picturesque and pleasing appearance of the country. His 
Excellency the Grovemor, Colonel Robe, Captain Webster, private 
secretary, and many of the Slite of the colony, not forgettmg the 
clergymen of the Eoman Catholic Church, who seemed to enjoy th6 
novel scene amazingly. 

Premising that the distance was three miles, and that there were 
eleven fences to leap, I proceed to describe the details of the race. 
The following were the names of the horses and their riders in the 
order of their coming in : — 

Mr. Baker's ^. g. Stranger, Mr. Allen ; Mr. Jones*s r. g. High- 
flyer, Mr. Stein; Mr. Formby's b. g. Forrester, Mr. 0. Fisher;* 
Mr. Hughes' g. g. Mustapha, Mr. J. Fisher ; Mr. Best's b. e. 
'Teazer, Mr. James ; Mr. Paxton's bk. m. Physic, Mr. Burt ; and 
my mare Korah, entered in Hamilton's name, Mr. Hulkes. 

The first leap was a ditch and bank, and the others were fences-— 
four rails. Prior to the start I advised Hulkes to keep well in the 
rear, thinking that on account of the mare's fiery spirit she would 
get excited, and probably not refuse any of the jumps. Accord- 
ingly after the start he held her back, and as she was going to 
take the first leap, Paxton's mare, Physic, got into the ditch, 
and had not Hulkes pulled up the mare, she must inevitably have 
killed Burt on the spot. When Hulkes, however, again brought 
her up to the ditch she obstinately refused to take the leap, and 
very quietly got into the ditch with Physic. 

There was a dinner at Baines's that evening in connexion with 
the event, but I felt so thoroughly disgusted with the result, and 
knowing too that I should be unmercifully chaffed about my mare, 
which up to the morning of the race was the favourite, that I drove 
home, and never went. 

About a week after the steeplechase I strolled down one evening to 
the *' Exchange Hotel," which at that time was kept by Mr. George 
Coppin, the clever comedian, and where a number of genial choice 
spirits generallv met of an evening at a port of "free and easy," 
Uoppin himself being the life and soul of these jovial reunions. 

1 knew perfectly well before going that I should be roasted about 
. the mare, but ha^l made up my mind to brave it out ; and upon 
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entering tlxe room, as anticipated I was met by taunts, jeers, and 
laughter about tbe mare's performance in the ditcb. 

** Ab, well," I said, " sbe was not the only one who distinguisbed 
berself on tbe occasion." 

Tbis &.cetious repl^ turned tbe laugb on Paxton, and although 
be heartily joined in it he neveruieless continued the game, 
sayinff,— 

" She couldn't gallop, she couldn't jump, and was not worth a 
d ." 

"Well," said I, "if she is wanting in those qualities, she 
at least can trot;" which announcement caused uproarious 
laughter. 

" You may laugh," I continued, " and believe it or not ; but I'll 
bet 20^. sbe trots seven miles in half an hour." 

** Do you really mean it ? " inquired Paxton. 

" Of course I do," replied I. 

" Well then, I accept the bet," said he. 

Coppin was then rec^uested to draw up an agreement, embodying 
certam rules and conditions, stipulating specially that I could start 
at any time I thought fit, upon giving five minutes' notice, in 
order to prevent the assemblage of a rabble, who in the excite- 
of the match might attempt to pass me, and cause the mare to 
break. The umpires nominated were Tom Shayles for Paxton, 
Hulkes for myself, the late Charley Campbell being the referee. 

Before separating that evening, several other bete were made on 
the event, amougst them was one I made for lOZ. a side with Philip 
Iievi, whoy I am glad to say, is still a resident in Adelaide, hearty 
and well. 

I felt so confident the mare could trot the distance within the 
time, that I could have willingly betted 10002. if I had had the 
money ; and a few days after making the match, in order to test 
her speed and endurance I trotted her to Port Adelaide, startinff 
from the middle of Frome Bridge, thence over North Adelaide and 
across the plains, on to the new road at Albert Town, pulling up 
on the bridge which in those early days crossed the Creek opposite 
the Custom House and Captain Lipson s residence, in exactly 
twenty-five minutes. This I privately communicated to my umpire, 
and it was agreed that he should accompany me upon the next 
trial, and carefully time the mare ; accordingly, having borrowed a 
superior stop-watch from the late F. Rutland, he gave me the word 
" off." I took the same direction as before, but on the latter 
occasion, the mare broke, and had to be pulled up and turned 
round, and although I purposely slackened her pace, almost to a 
walk in crossing some heavy sand near the residence of Mr. B. B. 
Torrens (now Sir B. Torrens) she performed tte distance in twenty- 
seven minutes and a few seconds, without turning a hair, and 
could have returned ^in much less time; thereby confirming the 
correctness of the tinae she did it in the &:st trial. 
My friend Hulkes and I then carelessly atroUed into the 
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" Exchange " a few nights after these satisfactory trials, where were 
again the same parties assembled. 

"Well, Tolmer," said Paxton, "how is the mare getting on? 
She'll never do it, you know, so yon may as well throw np the 
sponge, and pay forfeit.*' 

** Eather than do that," I replied ** I'll double the bets if yoa 
feel disposed." 

" Agreed," said he, and Coppin being again called into rec^nisition, 
altered the original agreement in effect. My bet with Philip Levi 
also was doubled, making it altogether 60L A day or two later, it 
was arranged between Kulkes and myself that I should p^ive notice 
to Paxton of my intention to run the match next morning at five 
o'clock, and to that end went to Paxton's chemist's shop in Hindley 
Street, and asked his assistant where I could find him, who directed 
me to the club-house, which now-a-days is Messrs. Salom and 
Go's Auction Mart. Accordingly, after buying a cigar, I crossed the 
street, and in the parlour very opportunely found not only Paxton, but 
Charley Campbell and Shayles, to whom I made known the purport 
of my visit, adding, that I intended starting from Frome Bndge at 
five o'clock in the morning, and pull up at the Port Bridge, which 
was considerably in excess of iihe distance agreed upon. I sincerely 
trusted therefore, they would not make it known, otherwise a lot of 
questionable characters would be sure to assemble, and interfere 
with the sport ; to which they agreed, and faithfully promised to 
keep secret. Later in the afternoon, however, I was told by several 
persons down the street of the arrangement. Feeling much annoyed 
at the circumstance I returned to the club-house, and found the trio 
still there, and soundly rated them for breaking their word ; but 
as I had the option to fix any time for the match, I there and then 
said, that I would start in half-an-hour from that time — which 
surprised them not a little, especially as I had previously informed 
them that the mare had been watered, fed, and bedded down for 
the niffht. All was bustle in a moment, however, to get their horses. 
It had been previously arranged that Campbell was to ride the 
late James Cnambers's favourite horse Fuzboz for the occasion, 
being the only animal procurable up to his weight, which must 
have been at least fourteen stone. Just as I was leaving the club 
to get my own mare, and call at the " Globe " for Hulles, John 
Metcalf, a large stock-holder, came in, and I heard Paxton make 
a bet with him of 1001, to 502. that the mare would win, and both 
forthwith went out to get their ^ig, and drive tandem down to 
the port. My friend Hulkes quickly procured his horse, and 
followed me to the barracks, when it was agreed not to say any- 
thing to my wife as to the match coming off at once, as the sudden 
information might alarm her; accordingly, we casually said we 
were going to take a ride. 

Upon reaching Frome Bridge, although not an hour had elapsed 
from the time 1 gave notice to Paxton, there were, to my ntter 
astonishment, from twenty to thirty horsemen already assembled. 
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Campbell as referee had also arrived, and to him I at once appealed 
as to whether any of those present would be permitted to race 
past, or otherwise excite mj mare to break, because if so I should 
at once pull np and not continue the match. He of course fully 
concurred, and assured me he would not permit such an unsports- 
manlike proceeding, and addressing the individuals in question, 
warned them that if they did not keep a distance of at least fifty 
yards behind his own horse, he would call on me to pull up. They 
must all bear in mind that this was entirely a sporting bet, and 
all that Mr. Tolmer wanted was fair play. Having all faithfully 
promised to comply with the referee's ruling, I expressed myself 
perfectly satisfied. 

Campbell then, with watch in hand, asked me if I was ready P to 
which 1 replied in the affirmative. By this time, I had again 
turned the mare's head towards the furthest end of the bridge. 
But said Campbell, " I don't like to start you in that manner ; at 
least bring the mare up nearer the end of the bridge." 

** All right, Campbell," I replied. " Give the word whenever you 
Hke." 

" Well, then,— Off." 

I then quietly threw the remainder of my cigar away, shortened 
the reins, felt the mare's mouth, patted her on the neck, and 
encouraged by word as I was wont I passed all the assembled 
horsemen at a walk, and when about a hundred yards away 
started at a steady trot. Loud were the jibes and bursts of 
laughter that reached my ears at the slow pace I was then moving ; 
but as I approached North Adelaide I accelerated the mare's speed, 
and when on the top of the hill she went her best. By the time I 
had reached some distance across the plains, I glanced back to see 
where the horsemen were, and observed that they had all tailed 
off, some only then coming down the hill. Poor Campbell was 
about 400 yards distant, Ms horse labouring hard, and Hulkes 
closely following. Opposite the residence of Mr. R. R. Torrens 
there were several of ms horses running loose (some greys I remem- 
ber amongst them), which caused my mare to break. I quickly pulled 
her up however, turned round, and on again at a terriHc pace. 
Upon coming up to the heavy sand I again pulled up slightly, as 
on a previous occasion ; and when I reached the new road made 
across the swamp, Paxton and Metcalf werejust coming up at a 
great rate. On reaching the port, opposite Yens the butcher's, a 
Httle mongrel of a dog fiew at the mare, which again made her break, 
and of course caused me to lose several seconds. After a few more 
quick strides, however,! reached the bridge, confident I had won by 
several minutes. Paxton's umpire (Shayles) had started a con- 
siderable time ahead, and was opposite the bridge when I reached 
it, and when the. watches of the two umpires and referee were 
compared, it was manifest the mare had trotted the distance in 
twenty-seven minutes, twelve seconds, being eight miles less two 
chains, as measured by Gunter's chain. 
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of tlie lale poor Jolm >eiriiia]i« ajid manj a bottk of c^^ 
dmnk that nig^ and before we tepaialed Paxton^ with the fedtng 
of hijg^ honour which ha« erer c&aiaeterizei hiin^ haiiiled me a 
dieqiie fic»r 60L^ which incfaided Fhil^ Leri's bet 

'Aefindk to the daj'g sport, howerer, was a most nnfortmiaie 
one, throi^ IDT poor maite meeting wit^ 

it was a miracle she was not IdDed. I had kft her in Bametti'a 
stable, attached to the hotel* and after the eonriTial paii^ at 
Kewman's I went for her, to ride home, and careleasW- opened the 
stable-door soddeid^r with a li^^ when she took frij^ aiid halted 
down the road, and bjr leapin^^ the top-rails of the bridge obhqnelr, 
so serionsbpr iojored her stifle joint that she was for seveial months 
qoite lame, and unfit fic»r anj work. 

This nntoward mishap was the more nnfortonate because when- 
erer I met Paxton at Co^^nn's ** Exchange,** he was ereriastin^ 
tonnenting me aboot the maie, sajing that althonjg^ he id" 
mitted she did the eight miles in twentj-seren miniites, he was 
prepared to bet anj amoant that she conld not dooble the distanee 
within the hoar. To gratify him* and at the same tima to cheek 
may huiherUsui^, I intimated that if the mare reeorered thoroo^^ify, 
I wonld willinglj take him at his word* and make anoth^ match 
on his own terms* 

Thus matteni remained in abeyance, and in the meantime, under 
the assidoons care of Edward Strike, the police reterinaij, die 
got ov<f:r her lameness, and oompletdj reeorered^ A little while 
after I porpoielj went and met Paxton and other friends at the 
^ Exchange," and made known that mj mare, haTing perfectly re- 
eorered* I was then open to accept J^urton's oS/sr, if he still ^t 
disposed. This annonncement was receired with cheers, and the 
duulen^e baring been qioicklj accepted hj mj friendlj antagonist* 
the preuminaries were forthwith tumngtsd^ whkh resulted in m j 
agreeing to trot the mare sixteen mileii within the honr tor 120L 
ai^ainst the mare ; that is* if I Iw^l, Paxton was to have her. Onr 
friend Copptn once more drew np an j^(reement similar to the 
former, except that I was bonnd to trot within a month* and 
g^ve three okjs' notice before the match* which Paxton and I 
signed. 

In cooseqnence of continnoas and hearj rains which were ex' 
perienced after making the match* there was not a stretch of more 
tiian one or two miles of country anjwhere which was not a bog. 
Conseqnentlj, I began to hare serious misgirings respecting the 
issue of the race* as I knew not where to exerciise the mare. 

One daj, howerer, baring occasion to go down to Glenel^* I 
found the tide on the beach verj low, and after riding along it a 
few miles, it at once occurred to me that no better |&ce coold be 
selected to have the match* because whether the weaAher was fine 
or wet during a low tide* the sandj beach would alwajs be found 
^~^ and hard fear the maze's feet; therefore* I ai onoe lesohred to 
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ol)tam leave of absence for a fortniglit, bring the mare down to the 
bay, and keep ber there altogether. 

Aware that his Excellency Colonel Bobe had taken a great 
interest in the first trotting match, I accordingly waited npon him 
and solicited permission for a fortnight's absence from duty, ex- 
plaining the object in view ; which he immediately granted, at the 
same time expressing a hope that my splendid mare would again 
be stLCcessful ; after which I lost no time in making satisfactory 
arrangements with the landlord of the hotel, Gap&in Ward, for 
mvseS and groom, and stable accommodation for my mare at 
Glenelg, and removed thither forthwith. 

After being a week at the bay, owing donbtless to the bracing ^ 
air, and frequently taking the mare in the sea, she improved in 
condition wonderfully, and was ready to " jump out of her skin." 
Her regular trotting exercises also to Brighton and back prepared 
her weU for the coming struggle. Indeed, she was fit any (my to 
perform the distance within the time, and more, if required. 

At my request, Hulkes (who was again to be my umpire) came 
down to the bay to see the mare trot, and test her speed, for which 
purpose we carefully marked a measured mile alon^ the beach, and 
found by a stop-watch that she did the two miles, including a 
break, at the rate of twenty-two and a half miles an hour. We, 
moreover, had the curiosity to examine the length of each stride, 
which, with wonderful regularity, measured five feet two inches. 

Considering it needless to defer the day for the race, I in- 
quired of Captain Ward the exact hour it would be low tide on the 
date I decided on. Having consulted some authority, he said at 
ten o'clock a.m. Whereupon I wrote a note and despatched it by 
a trusty messenger to William Paxton, Esq., giving nim notice, in 
terms of the a^eement, 'Hhat I purposed starting punctually 
at ten o'clock in the morning from Glenelg, on the north siae 
of the creek, along the beach towards the semaphore." I was 
obliged to select this course, because the distance to Brighton 
and back was barely fourteen miles, and it would have been dis- 
advantageous to the mare to have turned her again to accomplish 
the extra two or three miles ; whereas, on the other side of the 
creek, I had a long strefch of many miles, besides ensuring an 
increase of speed and renewed energy in the mare, on account of 
coming back towards her stable, after having gone over half the 
distance. 

The weather, which had been remarkably fine for several days, 
underwent an extraordinary change the evening preceding the <my 
the match was to come off", and no doubt is well remembered by 
many an old colonist now in Adelaide. Bain fell in torrents, witn 
heavy thunder and lightning ; the wind also howled, and blew a 
perfect hurricane. So awful, indeed, was the storm, that a laree 
vessel which was anchored ofE Glenelg, was observed, before night 
closed on the scene, to be helplessly dragging her anchors, and 
as every one expected she must inevitably be stranded, large firer 
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were continuously kept up all night by a number of men and 
several mounted policemen, who Had been expressly sent down 
from town. When day broke, the storm seemed to redouble its 
fury, with occasional heavy showers of large hailstones ; the sea, 
too, rose mountains high. Consecjuently, as the hour appointed 
for the trotting-match drew near, instead of a low tide and a hard 
sandy beach, as was expected, the whole extent was lashed by 
angry billows, whose fury were only spent when they reached the 
base of the high loose sandhills, and as each receded and again 
rolled in, brought with it large masses of seaweed. 

In the face of all these apparently insurmountable impediments, 
the reader will naturally consider that I must have quailed and 
lost heart. Not so, however, because of the thorough reliance I 
had in the mare's pluck and power of endurance, and in sur- 
mounting all the difficulties which presented, the achievement 
would the more be enhanced. 

The whole of the plains extending from Glenelg to the Eiver 
Sturt was one sheet of water, and although it only wanted fifteen 
minutes to ten o'clock, there were no signs of the appearance of 
Paxton and his party. With the exception of Lieutenant Bewes 
(who had been appointed referee), and my umpire, there was not a 
soul to be seen about. Considering the circumstances under which 
I was placed, I therefore asked Bewes what I was to do P to which 
he replied, that if Paxton was not on the ground at the hour 
appointed, he would start the mare. Captain Ward then kindly 
xmdertook to swim the mare at the entrance of the creek, which, in 
consequence of the state of the weather and high tide, was rather 
deep. This he safely effected, and afterwards continued leading 
her up and down, awaiting our coming. Ten minutes later a 
carriage and four was observed dashing across the submerged 

Slain, and approaching at full speed, and then pulled up at the 
oor of the hotel. 

As Paxton alighted with his friends, I claimed the right of 
having the match put off on account of his being behind time, 
besides, in common justice, on account of the inclemency of the 
weather; but he pooh-poohed the idea only, saying that a few 
minutes would make no difference. To him it would not, I replied, 
but to me it was a serious matter, because my mare had been a 
considerable time across the creek, and was prooably getting chilled 
and suffering from cold, in consequence of having had to swim. 
He, however, only laughed, and called for half a dozen bottles 
of champa^e, which he insisted should be drunk before starting. 
Amongst those who came with him in the carriage, I particularly 
remember, was John James, who brought a saddle and bridle to 
ride the mare back to Adelaide. 

There was some difficulty experienced in crossing the creek in 
the boats, in consequence of the gale, which was still blowing 
furiously, with incessant heavy rain; and by the time we had 
reached the starting-point, a considerable number of persons had 
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assembled on foot and on horseback, baving come by way of the 
reed beds ; amongst whom, I very well remember, was C. S. Hare, 
Esq., the late member for Wallaroo. 

In order that there might not be any disagreement, respecting 
the distance after the race, the eight miles had been carefully 
measured with a chain, and two men placed at the farther end, 
one on behalf of Paxton, and the other on my own. For the 
occasion I wore a tight-fitting dress, Guernsey shirt, and jockey 
cap, so as to ofEer &e least possible resistance to the force of 
the wind. Everything being prepared, the start was made. As 
the word ** Off " was given, I heard the late Major O'HaUoran's 
nephew (Duncan), who had more money than brains, offer 100/. to 
IZ. against the mare, which I would have taken, but was too far 
away. Paxton, however, took the bet. 

Although the mare always willingly started when required, if 
she was pressed at the first she would break, and several seconds 
were always lost in getting her into her full trot, which she would 
keep up without whip or spur — ^indeed I never dared mount her 
with spurs. 

Having already given a detailed account of the hurricane and 
state of the beach, &c., it is needless to recapitulate ; suffice it 
to say that the mare trotted sometimes for several hundred yards 
up to her knees in a seething sea, and at others in deep sea- weed ; 
and as I had to keep close to the sand hummocks, every spring 
she took she sank up to her fetlocks in loose sand. About mid- 
way she broke, and having pulled up and turned round in terms of 
the rules, again went onward rapidly. Upon rounding the flag 
where the two men were observant, Old Strike, the veterinary, 
offered me brandy, but I could not spare time, and declined. As I 
passed Bewes, who was mounting a fresh horse, I called loudly, 
"How many minutes P " " Twenty-seven, four seconds," replied he. 
" All rig^ht," I said, " Fve won." Coming back, however, I found the 
difficulties much more serious, as the gale was from the S.W., and 
consequently almost in the full face ; besides, the hailstones, which 
followed in quick succession the whole way, obliged me to bend for- 
ward, and keep my head down to protect my face from the hailstone, 
which was most annoying and painful. The mare, also, was greatly 
troubled from the same cause, and repeatedly shook her head, 
keeping her ears flat back the while. Upon reaching the point 
from which I started, I shot past, to the great surprise of Paxton 
and the group of persons assembled, and did not pall up until I 
had got to the creek, where I claimed to win, making the distance 
seventeen miles, which, by the timekeeper, was accomplished in 
fifty-five minutes, two seconds. As the mare showed no signs of 
distress, and was but slightly heated, she was shortly afterwards 
taken back across the creek, and when in the stable ate her food 
as if she had only taken her ordinary exercise. 

Upon returning to the hotel, much fun was enjoyed at the 
expense of Paxton, on account of his having brought a saddle and 



y) REMINISCENCES OF AN AD VENTURO US 

bridle, and equally were rattling fnsilades of pungent humour 
levelled at Jolm James, wlio was to have ridden tne mare home in 
triumph. 

Amongst Mr. Paxton's friends who came with him in the car- 
riage, was an artillery officer, on sick leave from India, who asked 
me if I felt disposed to sell the mare. 

I replied that if an offer were made, I would consider it. He 
then said he would give 500Z. for her delivered in Calcutta ; to 
which I replied, I would consider his ofEer, and let him know in a 
few days. The result was that I agreed to accept his terms, and 
eventually shipped her, and although I went to considerable 
expense in padding her stall, and had her properly slung to 
ensure her safety, I subsequently received a letter from the 
agents of the vessel in Calcutta, informing me that many of 
the horses shipped in the same vessel had died on board, in con- 
sequence of severe weather experienced off the Leuwin, and that 
my mare was one of the first amongst them. In those davs there 
were no insurance companies, at least I could not ^et tne mare 
insured, so that irrespective of the money lost, partmg with her 
has ever been to me a deep reproach. The late Hon. John 
Baker has often expressed a regret that he did not offer me the 
500Z., so as to have kept the mare in this colony. I had two foals 
from her, the first a horse, by Wanderer, which I sold to the 
captain of a vessel, for 502., who took it to Colombo, and the 
other a filly (grey), \j Plenipo, I sold only for 45L, on account of an 
injury to one of the hind legs, which was cut with a bottle. The 
purchaser was Mr. Atkinson, at present the member for Moor- 
lunga. 

B«verting to the trotting-match, Mr. Paxton forwarded a 
detailed account of it to BeVCs Life vn, London, and subsecfuentlj 
received a letter from the editor, stating that, " considermg the 
distance trotted in saddle, and the inclemency of the weather, &c., 
the mare's performance surpassed that of the celebrated American 
trotter, Tom Thumb, and the EngUsh mare Beeswing and con- 
sequently she was the fastest trotter then known." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Departure of Governor Orey — Native outrages in the north — ^Unsaooets- 
fal pursuit — The hiter bit — Van Diemen's Land — ^The main route to 
New South Wales— Difficulties and hardships. 

Long before the expiration of the ordina^ period of service 
in the government of' this colony, his Excellency Governor 
'^ey, to whom South Australia owed so large a debt of grati- 
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tade, was appointed to another, but not an equally defidrable 
post of honour. His Excellency's successor arrived at Glenelg 
on the 5th October, 1845, on board the H.E.LO. ship El^Mth' 
stone, in the person of Major Frederick Holt Bobe, of bhe 87th 
Eegiment, an officer not unknown in the colohy, and of whom 
report spoke most honourably. Shortly before Major Eobe 
attained his rank, which bore date from the 31st December^ 1841, 
the gallant officer was military secretary at the Mauritius, under 
the administration of Major- Greneral Sir William Nicolay. The 
JBlphinstone then went round to the port, there to wait to convey 
his Excellency Governor Grey to New Zealand. His Excellency 
took his formal and final departure on the 25th October, after 
the levee and presentation of addresses, and his successor, Major 
Bobe, officially assumed the reins of government^ his firs£ act being 
to invite his council to dine with him in the evening. 

His Excellency Captain Grey took with him 6000?. in cash, for 
the payment of the ^oops in New Zealand, not relishing, it was 
supposed, the prospect of finding an empty exchequer, with 
Government paper at a discount. It was an odd thing for thia 
colony's money to go to help wage war against the savages. He 
likewise took 350 stand of arms, which at that period could be 
well spared, and which, no doubt, he found of great use in fighting 
the M^aories. 

Of the fitness of Captain Grey for the important post to which 
he was chosen, the then members of the Home Government spoke 
highly. In the House of Commons, on the 18th June, 1845, in the 
course of the adjourned debate on New Zealand, Lord Howick 
thus alluded to Captain Grey's appointment to the governorship 
of tiiat colony. ** All they could do was to tell the Government 
to choose the ablest man for governor, one that would carry the 
greatest authority. Let them ofEer such a man any advantage to 
induce hinn to go to that colony. Tell him that what was past 
was wrong, but leave him at entire liberty to act as he should find 
expedient when he arrived at the colony. Fetter him by no 
instructions. Give him the largest and most unreserved powers, 
and let him act as he shoidd find expedient. They were told 
that the present Governor of South Australia was to be sent to 
New Zealand, He had heard this with some regret. Not that he 
did not entertain a high opinion of Captain Grey. On the con- 
trary, he thought his administration in South Australia did him 
the greatest credit ; bat having there gained the confidence of the 
colony, which was flourishinff under his rule, he considered it a 
pity to disturb it. He thought, too, from his rank in the service 
to which he belonged, his age and station, he could hardly have 
that weight and authority necessary to enable a governor to do all 
that was required by the state of New Zealand. His task would 
be no easy one (hear, hear). He took it for granted, the former 
absurd ordinances would not' be allowed to stand good. At the 
same time claims would have accrued under them, which it would 
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be difficult te adjasti and they ought to send some one whose name 
would have weight and authority sufficient to put down frivolooe 
and unfounded claims. He did not, therefore, think the selection 
of Captain Grey altogether a wise one. One most essential thing 
in a new governor would be, that he should have very little scruple 
in dismissing the highly paid and incapable servants of the 
Government, by whose misconduct the present state of things had 
been produced. It was the abject weakness and pusillanimity of 
the police magistrates and commissioners which had brought on 
those evils, and he feared till a large portion of them were 
removed they would not be remedied. The duties of Government 
required in an infant settlement mip;ht be discharged by the 
colonists themselves, who had a stake m its welfare^ either gratui- 
tously, for the honour of such functions conferred, or at all events 
for a small remuneration. The new governor would require large 
and unlimited powers to restore order and the dominion of law 
in the colony. WTien that was accomplished, he hoped they would 
reverb to the ancient and wise pohcy of their ancestors, and 
allow the colonists to govern themselves (hear). No doubt they 
would commit some mistakes, perhaps serious ones; but all 
experience was in favour of self-government. When he looked 
at what their ancestors accomplished two centuries ago under 
this, and contrasted it with the results of attempting to govern 
from Downing Street a settlement at the antipodes, he must 
say experience was decidedly in favour of allowmg a colony to 
govern itself." 

On the following evening, Lord John Russell, who prophetically 
told the House that if the war in New Zealand, whicn had begun 
between the two races, were much longer continued, England 
would hear news respecting it which would make humanity 
shudder, ably defended the mmisterial appointments. Lord John 
Russell was followed by Sir Robert Peel, who also expressed his 
unqualified approbation of Captain Grey's appointment, and 
spumed the idea of any presumea incompetency, tnrough lack of 
years and rank. 

Deeply as the loss of Governor Grey's invaluable and able direc- 
tion was regretted by the colonists, no one after reading the fore- 
going forcible and conclusive parliamentary and ministerial reasons 
for the appointment of Captain Grey to New Zealand, doubted its 
policy, or questioned its wisdom. It was difficult to imagine an 
appointment coupled with more arduous duties and serious respon- 
sibilities, than tnat which was thrust upon Captain Grey ; and 
doubtless the marked success of his administration here, won for 
him by anticipation golden opinions in the new sphere which 
awaited him^K)pinions which the colonists'of South Australia were 
solicitous to assist in confirming, by valedictory demonstrations, 
honourable to themselves as well as to an indefatigable and truly 
excellent governor. 

When tne northern district of the colony was first occupied, the 
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Hacks were exceedingly troublesome, treacherous, and savage. On one 
especial occasion Mr. H. B. Hughes made an application for a police 
force to protect his station, on account of a formidable attack made 
^oy them, his shepherds having been driven in, and great loss sus- 
tained. The attack in question was made at Emu Flat station, 
where the sheep were rushed, and eighty of them driven away. 
Henry Gall, the hut-keeper, however, subsequently stated they 
T^ere all recovered with the exception of seven. At the same time 
the blacks rushed Mr. Horrocks' and Mr. Hawker's sheep. It 
was grievous to think that the ends of justice were frequently 
defeated on these occasions owing to the unavoidable length of 
time before the police from Adelaide could arrive on the scene 
of the outrages, and when they got there it was with the greatest 
difficulty that the savages could be found, in the almost inacces- 
sible fastnesses of Flinders' Range, as there were not the advantages 
of railways and telegraphs in the days I write about. Thus these 
outrages continued with impunity, and the lives and property of the 
settlers were kept in jeopardy in consequence, until the mounted 
police force was augmented, and stations were formed at Clare, 
Bungaree, and Mount Eemarkable. Whilst engaged scouring 
the country with a party of police in pursuit of offenders, and 
affording protection to those northern pioneers, I remained some 
days at Bungaree, and well remember the present Hon. George 
Hawker, M.P., and his brothers Charles and James being en- 
gaged in buildiug the homestead, and giving it the finishing 
touch, in which I assisted by mixing the mortar outside, whilst 
George did the plastering work. The building in question was 
simply a hut, built of slabs, and eventually was occupied by the 
mounted police as a station. These are trivial circumstances, but 
nevertheless may assist a treacherous memory of services conferred 
in protection of fife and property many long years ago— now appa- 
Tently forgotten. 

On a subsequent occasion (April, 1846), information was com- 
municated to the Government that the blacks in the neighbourhood 
of Mount Arden had rushed Mr. Tennant's sheep, and murdered 
two of his shepherds, in consequence of which I was despatched, 
-with a party of mounted police, to effect their capture, the particu- 
lars of which are noted in an old journal addressed to Mr. Finniss, 
commissioner of police, which I have recently discovered amongst 
my papers, viz. — 

^^ April lOth, 1846. — According to instructions received, I left town 
oarly to proceed to the neighbourhood of Mount Arden, to endeavour 
to capture the natives who had on several occasions lately taken from 
Mr. Tennant a number of sheep, and were suspected of having mur- 
dered two of his shepherds. Beached Gawler Town about eleven 
o'clock, and after resting and feeding my horse, pushed on to overtake 
the police dray, which started from town the day before with provi- 
sions, &c., for two extra men, to be stationed at Mr. White's, Mount 
Remarkable, and also com for the horses. Got up to the party at 
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the Gilbert. Slept at the public-bouse. The country round about 
being so bare of feed, I had all the horses stabled for the night 
and fed on hay, for which I paid ten shillings. 

" April 21«f. — Started after breakfast and reached Mr. Slater's 
station, where I halted for the rest of the day and remained for the 
night. 

^^ April 22nd. — Stopped at Mr. Gleeson's ; rested the horses a short 
time, and went on as far as the River Hntt, where we encampei^. 
Messrs. Todd and Hnme joined my party here, on their way to the 
north to examine some copper deposits. 

"April 2Srd, — Beached Mr. Hughes' station. I gained there 
some information respecting Britton, a notorious bushranger, who 
I had every reason to believe was in the colony, and for whose 
apprehension a reward of 400Z. waa offered. 

"April 2Aih. — Despatched Police-Constable Creery back to Adelaide, 
with a note to Mr. Gordon informing him of the discovery I thought 
I had made, and requesting him to send me the warrant for Britton's 
apprehension. Started very early in the morning, intending to 
reach Mr. White's in the evening ; which we did, but rather late. 
Found Lance-Corporal Pow at home. Police- Constable Kenny was 
out visiting the stations. Travelled to day forty miles. 

"April 2bth and 26th, — Bested the horses, and making prepara- 
tion for a start on the 27th. Made a pack-saddle, as the roads 
were unfit for a dray. 

" April 27th. — Police-Constable Kenny not having arrived, I left 
orders for him to follow, and join the party at the sheep station 
near Mount Brown, which consisted of myself, Lance-Corporal Pow, 
Police-Constables Carter and Melville, and Charlie, an intelligent 
native whom I mounted on the pack-horse. Stopped the night at 
Stony Creek, a station of Mr. Tennant's. Heavy rain all day. 

" April 28th. — Passed a miserable night in the hnt, being crowded 
with shepherds. Called at Mr. Watts's sheep-station by the way ; 
heard no complaints of the natives there. Beached Campbell's 
cattle station, under Mount Bemarkable, about six o'clock p.m., 
where we remained the night. Bained all day in torrents, with a 
strong wind from the north-west. 

"Ajpril 29th. — Moved on towards Mount Brown, under which I 
was informed Tennant had his sheep. Being detached from the 
party, I fell in with the flock of sheep, but nowhere conld I at 
first find the shepherd ; and had a number of natives made their 
appearance, they could have driven awav any number with the 
greatest facility — proving that the reported loss of so many sheep is 
frequently caused through the negligence of the shepherds. Even- 
tually discovered the encampment in a deep gully. One cannot 
imagine a more miserable spot ; the sheep were in a wretched con- 
dition, owing to the scarcity of feed and the number of wild dogs 
which infest the hills, and are constantly rushing them. The party 
are four in number — Anderson, the overseer, two ehepherds, and 
it-keeper. Anderson informed me that the blacks were very bold 
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and tronblesome ; that since the loss of the seventy sheep, fifty of 
which had been recovered by Police-Gonstable Kenny and the 
shepherds, 300 more had been driven away on. the 13th, but 
IncKily got back, with the exception of a few. On the occasion no 
natives were seen with the sheep as it was dark, but the black who 
had tracked them said he smelt the blacks, and had seen some of 
their footprints. Anderson also added, that a few days previous to 
onr arrival they showed themselves on the rOcks near Mount Brown, 
and commenced pelting him with stones. Being alone, he did not 
like to fire. One of the shepherds, however, soon joined him, and 
fired, but without effect. He noticed that one of tne natives, who 
seemed to be the boldest amongst them, had a shirt on, which he 
suspects belonged to one of the men who are supposed to be 
murdered. 

" A'pril 30<A. — Started early this morning, after breakfast, leaving 
our blankets behind to lighten the horses. Anderson accompaniea 
us, and pointed out the spot from which they had thrown stones at 
him. Continued the search all day without success, climbing up 
and down almost impassable hills and gullies, till the horses began 
to fag, which determined me to return to the camp for the night. 
Found Police-Constable Kenny there, his horse knocked up. 

" Mm \st, — Taking five days' supply of damper, tea, and sugar, 
I left tne camp and pushed on towards Mount Arden, Charlie, 
thinking the natives had taken that direction. Found the remains 
of five native fires on the summit of a high hill, their usual place 
of encamping, as it enables them to have a good view around, and 
detect any person's approach. From this spot we lost all trace of 
them, as their footmarks were no longer to be seen. When ex- 
pecting pursuit, they always step from rock to rock, in order to 
avoid the print of their feet being seen. Charlie, nevertheless, 
thought they had gone towards Mount Arden. Yisited several 
wurlejs on the way, but the footmarks about them were old, and 
partly washed away by the rain. Lance-Corporal Pow pointed out 
to me the spot where tne bundle of blankets which belonged to one of 
the lost shepherds, was found ; it was on a dray-track, and at the 
bottom of a steep descent. To the left of it there is a thick scrub, 
which no doubt the poor fellow ran into to escape the natives, but 
was overtaken and murdered. I can only account for the bundle 
not having been taken by the natives for reasons that they over- 
looked it in their anxiety to overtake their victim. The other man 
most probably lost his life at the first attack on the sheep, although 
armed with a gun, which possibly missed fire. This, of course, is 
mere surmise, but I have no doubt of their having been murdered, 
as I have parts of the less of each of their trousers, which had been 
found in the wurley, maae into bags, and sewn with sinews. En- 
camped at a spring six miles from Dep6t Creek. 

"Ufay 2nd. — Police-Constable Melville (now secretary to the 
Forest Board) had a narrow escape this morning from being killed 
by his horse, which knocked him backwards into the fire, and 

D 2 



36 REMINISCENCES OF AN ADVENTUROUS 

npset our qnart pots of tea, which delayed our breakfast some- 
wnat. Staried for Dep6t Creek, which I reached about eleven 
o'clock a.m. I determined to encamp here and remain the night, 
in order to give the horses a eood rest, there being also 
abundance of feed in the creek for them. This spot I visited four 
years ago, with Mr. Burr, the deputy surveyor-general. In one of 
the springs found a strip of a blue handkerchief, tied in the middle, 
and had apparently been worn by a native as a head ornament ; it 
had marks of blood, and has since been identified by Balford and 
Mundy, two shepherds in the service of Mr. Tennant, as part of the 
handkerchief worn by Scott the day he left Dep6t Spring in 
company with Witney, the other shepnerd in charge of the flodc of 
sheep. 

" May 3r(Z. — Pushed on to Tennant's deserted sheep-station at 
Mount Arden, but there I was equally unsuccessful, and could not 
find a trace of the blacks. After some difficulty, managed to cross 
a range of hills on my right, by entering a deep gorge and following 
the windings of the creek. I took a sketch oi this place, being thS 
same guUy in which Police-Constable Kenny and the shepherds 
overtook the native roasting a sheep on a former occasion. Being 
now satisfied that the natives were not to the north of Mount 
Brown, I determined on returning there and searching in that 
neighbourhood. Grot back to Tennant's sheep-station at Mount 
Brown about ten o'clock p.m., horses and men quite knocked 
up. 

** May Wh, — In the morning we found three horses missing ; sent 
two men to find them; they returned about midday, leaving 
Charlie on the tracks. He came back with them about four p.m., 
and made me understand he had at last found out where the 
natives were, and would lead me to them in the morning. He had. 
lit his pipe at their fires, but saw none of them, although he dis- 
tinctly noticed their tracks. He pointed to the south-west as the 
direction they had taken. Anderson, hearing this, said he had 
found a bundle of spears in that direction the day before, but had 
left them. 

" MoAjf 6th, — Eose before daylight, and after a hasty breakfast, 
guided by Charlie, we followed in the direction he liad seen the 
fires. It was a rainy morning, which I considered fortunate, 
because I thought the natives would be in their wurleys. After 
travelling about ten miles we were led to a belt of scrub where 
natives had been the previous day ; but Charlie now changed his 
opinion, saying the fires were those of " very good black fellows," 
not those who had murdered the white men and taken the sheep ; 
and then pointed to the north, as the direction in which to find the 
natives I wanted. Thinking it useless to pursue the search any 
longer, especially as the horses were knocked up, and being only 
five miles from Campbell's cattle-station, I determined upon going 
there, and thence returning homewards. I then dismounted the 
and sent back Police-Constable Carter with his horse to 
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bring np the blankets and other things we had left at Mount Brown. 
Police-Constable Carter returned to ns late in the evening. 

" May 6th, — Eetnmed to Mr. White's station, where I arrived 
aboat five o'clock p.m. 

" May 7th, — Eemained the day at Mr. White's. 

" May 8th, — Started at eight o'clock. Before leaving, gave in- 
structions to Lance*Corporal row to attempt once more the capture 
of the natives, as soon as their horses were in a fit state to travel. 
Met Police-Constable Creery at Rocky River, with a letter en- 
closing the warrant for the apprehension of Britton. Reached 
Mr. Hughes' head station about six o'clock p.m. 

" May 9th, — Remained at Hughes' all day and rested my horse. 

" May 10th, — This morning discovered my horse had strayed. 
Found him about the middle of the day, and then started. Reached 
Mr. Stein's station in the evening. 

" May 11th. — Waited here to-day for Police- Constable Carter. 

" May 12th. — Apprehended George Cummings, whom I took to 
be Britton the bushranger ; he was in Stein's service. I gave him 
in charce to PoHce-Constable Carter, and started for Gawler Town, 
which I reached that night. Put up at Calton's. 

** May ISth. — Arrived in town." 

Towards the latter end of the month of Kovember, 1846, 1 was 
one morning in attendance, as usual, at the Police Commissioner's 
0£Slce, which was then held in the old theatre, Gilles Arcade. 
Whilst making my report to Mr. Finniss some one knocked at the 
door, and upon being invited to enter several gentlemen presented 
themselves, amongst whom, I well remember, were Messrs. 
Emanuel Solomon, Jaffray, Grifl^, and others. Upon inquiring 
their business, they stated that one Anderson, a Jew, who had 
been in business as an auctioneer and general -dealer, in Hindley 
Street, had obtained from their various establishments by false 
pretences, on the previous Saturday, a large amount of goods, to the 
value of several hundred pounds, paying with post-dated cheques, 
which on being presented at the bank that morning (Monday), were 
dishonoured, there being only 4id. to his credit. Upon making 
further inquiries at his residence, Mrs. Anderson denied any know- 
ledge of the goods, and did not know where her husband was. 
Being therefore confident he had absconded from the colony, and 
taken the booty with him, they desired to obtain warrants for his 
ajjprehension. Accordingly, each complainant having formally 
laid and sworn to informations against the accused, warrants were 
thereupon issued by Mr. Finniss, and as it was surmised the 
swindler had left the colony, under an assumed name, in the Will 
Watch, for Sydney, he likewise endorsed each warrant as a magis- 
trate for New South Wales. 

These preliminaries having been gone through, Mr. Finniss then 
said, ** Well, gentlemen, what do you wish done in this matter P 
because I must at once inform you that if the offender has quitted 
these shores, as you suppose, the Government have no funds avail- 
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able for sending an officer in pursuit out of the province." Mr. 
Solomon, on behalf of his fellow-victims, then said that they cer- 
tainly desired the "bolter" to be followed, and inqxiired what the 
expense would be P To which Mr. Finniss replied, " That would 
depend on circumstances, as the absconder might have to be traced 
from one colony to another." After a brief consultation with his 
friends, Mr. Solomon intimated that they would pay the necessary- 
expenses, and placed fifty sovereigns on the table, adding that if 
that sum were not sufficient, they guaranteed to make up the 
difference when required. The commissioner having acquiesced 
in this arrangement, intimated that he would forthwith place the 
matter in the bands of a ppecia lofficer ; then, suddenly addressing 
me, said, " As you know this individual, Mr. Tolmer, 1 will intrust 
you with the important duty, relying upon your zeal and per- 
severance in bringing the accused to justice." I thanked Mr. 
Finniss for the confidence and good opinion he entertained of my 
services, and promised to use every effort in my power to effect the 
desired end. Seeing then the gentlemen about to retire, addressing 
them, I said, " You have heard the decision arrived at in this case, 
therefore, before quitting the room, I desire a pledge from each of 
you not to divulge the fact, because in order to throw off any 
suspicion I purpose going disguised in plain clothes, and to avail 
myself of the first vessel leaving the port." The promise having 
been faithfully given, they left the office. 

Shortly afterwards I received from Mr. Finniss the several 
warrants which had been granted for the arrest of Anderson, and 
also the money to defray my expenses ; then shaking me heartily 
by the hand, and wishing me success, we parted. 

My first step upon quitting the office was to ascertain if any 
vessel was advertised to sail for either of the neighbouring colonies. 
I saw in the Register that the brig Henry ^ Captain Tregurther, had 
that dav cleared out for Launceston, Tasmania, and was tJien at the 
light-ship. 

Amongst the list of passengers appeared the name of Mrs. 
Anderson and family, the wife of the scoundrel I was going in pur- 
suit of ; seeiug which, I lost no time in preparing for my ]oumey ; 
and having dressed myself in plain clothes, and with my police uni- 
form and a few necessaries packed up in a bundle, &c., I bade adieu 
to my wife and family, and jumped into the first port cart 
available. 

Upon reaching the port I went straightway to the hotel kept by 
Joe Bametts, which I knew Captain Tregurther patronized, and on 
inquiry was informed that he was still in town, but expected down 
by Tanner's cart. 

I had not long to wait, however, when I heard the captain's well 
known loud, boisterous voice outside (he was nicknamed " Hell-fire 
Jack " at the port), and upon being informed by the landlord that 
there was a gentleman in the parlour who desirea to see him, he at 
once entered the room with a stranger, whom I afterwards found was 
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a passenger, and demanded my business. In reply I explained, 
that having been iof ormed lie was about to sail for Launceston, I 
was most anxions to obtain a passage in his vessel ; which request 
he quickly and decidedly refused, adding that as he had cleared out 
' f the custom-house he would be liable to a severe penalty for in- 
fringing the law in that respect. 

During this parley it was evident he did not recognize me in the 
costume I wore, although we were well acquainted ; and seeing it 
was useless prolonging the conversation, I invited him to step into 
a private room, and then, upon my suddenly taking off my bell- 
topper, he exclaimed, — 

" Grood gracious, why it's Tolmer ! " 

Then followed a detailed account of the action which had been 
taken against Anderson ; and as hitf wife was on board, it was 
absolutely necessary I should proceed in his vessel, to watch her 
actions and follow wherever she went. 

To this he at once consented, and heartily entered into the ex- 
citement and fun of the enterprise. I however impressed upon him 
that as the greatest caution and secrecy was necessary, it was agreed 
that I should be introduced to his passengers on board as " Mr. 
Alexander." 

By this time it was about nine o'clock, and having got into a 
whale-boat hired for the purpose, we pulled down the river, and got 
on board a little after ten o'clock. The captain then discharged 
the boatmen, and with the gentleman passenger who accompanied 
us descended into the cabin, whilst I remained pacing the deck. I 
thus had an opportunity of looking through the sky-light, and re- 
cognized Mrs. Anderson sitting with two other ladies on a sofa by 
the cuddy table. Shortly afterwards Tregurther called out, — 

" Won't you come down, Mr. Alexander, and join us in a glass of 
grog ? " 

" Thank you,'' I replied, and descended accordingly. 

I then underwent the ceremony of introduction, but nO sooner 
was it over than Mrs. Anderson abruptly retired to her cabin. The 
other two lady passengers, Mrs. Lewis and daughter, remained 
chatting pleasantly some time, and then retired also. 

There were several vacant bed-places, so that I was soon accom- 
modated, and turned in. 

Early next morning the anchor was weighed, and taking advan- 
tage of the ebb tide we proceeded down the gulf. Before long, 
however, it commenced to blow pretty strong, and continued in- 
creasing during the day ; and as the sea was very rough, all the 
passengers kept their cabins, suffering more or less from mail de 
mer. 

During the night the wind redoubled its fury from the south-east, 
and the next and following day it blew a perfect hurricane, which 
compelled the captain to run back for shelter into Rapid Bay, 
wher3 we remained at anchor a couple of days ; and as the sea was 
comparatively smooth in this snug little nook, the lady passengers 
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ventured on deck. Mrs. Anderson's children I noted were gambol- 
ling and playing about merrily, in happy ignorance, poor things, of 
the guilt and night of their parent, and the presence among thent 
of one bound by a fixed determination to hunt him down and bring 
him to answer for his misdeeds. 

Observing Mrs. Anderson leaning over the side of the vessel, 
apparently in much distress, I drew near and addressed a few words 
of condolence to her ; when suddenly perceiving who it was that 
spoke, she drew a letter from her pocket, and after selecting a 
certain passage, thrust the epistle forward, asking me as she did so 
if I knew that person's name ? 

It wag my own ! 

" Oh ! " replied I, " so there's treachery in the camp then ! Mark 
me, Mrs. Anderson ; I am engaged upon a very unpleasant duty, but 
nothing on earth shall swerve me from my purpose. I grieve for 
you and your helpless children, but wherever you go I shall follow, 
confident that you are at present proceeding to join your husband.'' 

She then burst into tears and lamentations. 

ITie gale having now abated we again weighed anchor, and had 
a quick run to Portland Bav. Before rounding a point of land oft 
which there is a rocky island. Captain Tregurtner expressed a 
decided opinion that if the vessel in which Anderson was supposed 
to have sailed was in the bay during the late gale, she must have 
dragged her anchors and gone ashore. 

It was therefore with anxious expectancy that we doubled the 
promoijtory, and as we did so, with the help of a telescope we saw 
that the captain's prognostics were verified — the Will Watch was 
stranded. 

The intelligence of the actual name of tbe stranded vessel, and 
another of a much larger tonnage, quickly spread amongst the 
passengers, whereupon Mrs. Anaerson became much excited and 
ny sterical, clearly revealing the fact. that her husband was on board. 
My readers, therefore, will not be surprised if I felt jubilant at the 
fortuitous discovery ; and immediately upon casting anchor, some 
distance off the end of the jetty, I made hasty preparations to land, 
and taking the warrants, a loaded pistol, and a pair of handcuffs in 
myjpocket, I got into the ship's boat with the captain. 

Saving visited Portland on a former occasion, as already related, 
and being well known to the authorities, it was obviously necessary 
1 should not be recognized. We therefore agreed I should at once 
make my wajr to " Mac's Hotel," and there await Tregurther, who 
in the meantime would make aU inquiries respecting the bolter, the 
stranding of the vessel, and her cargo, &c., and meet me at the 
hotel with the intelligence. 

Accordingly, upon landing I quickly pressed through the throng 
of persons OBsembled on the jetty, amongst whom I recognized 
several, especially the harbour-master, whom the captain at once 
accosted, and remained talking with. 

After impatiently waiting lor him in a private room at the hotel 
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for upwards of an hour, he at last made his appearance, and well I 
remember the first words he uttered, — 

" He's gone." 

"How?'* I replied. "Where? When?" 

" Do you remember," rejoined he, " the vessel's topsails we 
descried early this morning, just dipping the horizon ? " 

" Yes," I said. 

"Well, then, that was the Winchester , from London, who put in 
here, bound for Launceston. He is on board." 

He then went on to say, that when the Will Watch arrived, the 
goods which Anderson brought in her from Adelaide were taken to 
Mr. Crouch's auction mart, likewise other consignments which had 
arrived per Raven and Minerva, consisting of numerous chests of 
tea, cases of drapery, bundles of matting, &c., and publicly sold on 
the Saturday week previous to our arrival, at which sale there was 
a large attendance, and the greater portion of the goods went off at 
a very cheap rate, the terms oeing cash, to be paid immediately on 
the fall of the hammer, as the owner was to sail on the same day 
for Sydney. 

The vessel being detained, however, by contrary winds, and 
having gone ashore in the gale we had experienced, Anderson 
seemed much dejected, and when the mail cart arrived on the 
Monday morning went to the office to endeavour to secure a pas- 
sage by it, to start the following morning overland to Melbourne. 

A second thought, however, seemed to have struck him, and he 
applied to Captain Milligan, of the Winchester, to give him a cabin 
passage to Launceston. 

The captain having rather a lynx eye and a shrewd mind, thought 
he saw something suspicious about the applicant, and positively 
refused, unless he produced a certificate from some respectable party 
that he was " all right." This was a poser ; but when the vessel 
was about getting under weigh, the feUow actually forced himself 
into her, and Captain Milligan was left no other alternative than 
either to fling nim overboard or carry him to Yan Diemen's 
Land. 

There being no further need of secrecy, I proceeded at once to 
Mr. Blair, the police magistrate, and after making known to him 
the special circumstances which brought me to Portland, I requested 
the assistance of an officer to endeavour to recover possession of 
the stolen propertjr which had been sold by Mr. Crouch — who 
directly complied with my request, and accordingly instructed the 
chief constable to accompany me. We then went forthwith to the 
residence of Mr. Crouch, who informed me, in answer to my interr 
rogations, that most of the goods he had sold for Anderson were 
stul in the auction room ; and upon going thither, I unhesitatingly 
identified them by description and private marks, and there and 
then placed the broad arrow on the different articles, giving 
Mr. Crouch to understand that they were feloniously obtained, and 
therefore were not to be given up to the purchasers, as I would 
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liold liini responsible for their safe keeping, and production when I 
returned from Van Diemen's Land with the prisoner. 

Alluding to the arrival of Anderson by the Will Watch, and hia 
subsequent -sudden departure, the editor of the Portland Gazette, 
December 1st, 1846, humorously wrote : — 

*' Thus came and went the smart little vendor of soft goods. But 
on Thursday also arrived from Adelaide, by the Henry, a somewhat 
different description of passenger — furnishing another illustration 
of the absurdity of the exploded doctrine of certain ancient philoso- 
pherR — that the effect always participates the nature of the causer. 

" This latter arrival was no other than Mr. Tolmer, the active 
Inspector of the South Australian Mounted Police ; the cause of 
his visit, and object of his anxious inquiries, being his precursor, the 
party already alluded to, who, although during his short sojourn 
m our township being known sometimes as Mr. Andrews, in which 
name he had cleared out from Adelaide, and sometimes as Mr. 
Anderson, to either of which he answered, was then ascertained to 
be the colonial Jew convict John Anderson, and the London 
Aaron. 

** * The cat was out of the bag ' in no time. Anderson a swindler 
and a bolter ; the goods he brought with him he had obtained from 
different merchants, shopkeepers, tradesmen, and others in Adelaide, 
giving in return post-dated cheques, which could not of course be 
presented at the bank until some time after drawn, and which were 
then discovered to be worthless, he having just4J(i. to his credit in 
the bank, to meet some 800?. worth of drafts. But he was then off 
to pay the Portland and Sydney folks a visit, and give them the 
benefit of his cheap purchases. 

" Our good innocent friends in a short time after Mr. Tolmer'g 
arrival began to feel very queer, and to doubt whether their bar- 
gains at the late sale were, after all, so very good, as they mi^ht be 
called upon to give them up without receiving in return their j^ro 
quo. This anxiety, however, was soon dissipated, Mr. Tolmer not 
having made any demand of the kind, but, after obtaining aU the 
useful information he could procure respecting the object of his 
pursuit, having proceeded by the Henry to Launceston. As the 
Wlncheetei' safled early on Wednesday morning, with a fair and 
btrong breeze, she was probably in Launceston before the Henry 
left Portland; and as the bolter had a draft, obtained here, for lOOOt. 
on the Hobart Town branch of the Union Bank, and as a coach 
runs daily from Launceston to Hobart Town, he would be at the 
latter place without much loss of time. Mr. Tolmer, however, is 
celebrated as a most active officer, and there is not the least doubt 
of his success." 

Whilst I was engaged upon the above duty. Captain Tregurther 
had lost no time in attending to his own business, and as there 
was nothing more to detain us we returned on board and imme- 
diately weighed anchor. 

The Henry bad been originally a man-of-war brig, and renowned 
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for her fast sailing; and as tlie wind was fair, we crowded all sail in 
the hopes of overhauling the WincheBier, But alas ! we experienced 
the truth of the old adage, " a stern chase is a long chase," and 
before we got abreast of Oape Otway the wind shifted adversely, 
and began to blow great guns, which reluctantly obliged the 
captain to take shelter under King's Island until the weather 
moderated. 

During our stay at anchor I landed, with a few passengers, and 
visited the hut of a kangaroo hunter, who, naturally with much 
pride exhibited a silver medal which had been presented to him by 
the Humane Societj for his exemplary conduct and bravery on the 
occasion of an emigrant ship, the Cataraqui, which was wrecked 
on the Island. Out of the number of passengers and crew, only 
eight were saved. The mate, who was saved, was afterwards lost in 
swimming ashore from the Tigris brig, which ran ashore at 
Willuga. 

After a stoppage of about eight-and-forty hours we again put to 
sea, and in due time reached the entrance of the River Tamar, at 
George Town • but as it was night, had to lie off and on until day- 
light, the sea the while running mountains high, which caused 
the rolling and tossing about of the vessel something to be 
remembered. 

During one of those violent rolls, and whilst getting out of my 
bunk, I was suddenly pitched helplessly headlong into a lady's 
cabin opposite, the door of which was partially open. 

The morning dawned bright and beautiful, and as we stood in 
shore we perceived the pilot-boat put off, and soon afterwards come 
alongside. The pilot then boarded us, and also a gentleman named 
Archer (as well as my memory serves me), who solicited Captain 
Tregurther to give him and his two boys a passage up the river to 
Launceston, which he immediately granted. No sooner had the 
pilot taken command of our vessel then he said to Tregurther, — 

" Who do you think has come back again ? " 

" I don't know," replied he. 

" Why that d little villain Anderson ! He arrived here three 

days ago, in the Winchester, What tJie devil brings him back ? it's 
a puzzle, after swindling evervbody as he did." 

As we were at this time all standing together the captain gave 
me a significant glance, and shortly afterwards called me aside 
and informed me that the gentleman who had come on board 
was a magistrate, and might probably render me aid in securing 
my man. I quickly adopted the suggestion, and having apologized, 
I begged to have a few words conversation him aside, which he 
willingly granted. I then made known to him my official position 
under the South Australian Government, also the purport of my 
visit, and that I should feel obliged if he would kindly endorse one of 
the warrants, in his capacity as Justice of the Peace for Yan 
Diemen's Land. He at once, in the most courteous manner, not 
only expressed a willingness to do so, but offered to assist by every 
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means in his power to effect an arrest, adding that it required the 
greatest caution, because Anderson was one of the most wily 
rascals in the world ; and being an old convict, he had many 
sympathizers, who would spare no pains to assist him in getting 
out of the waj if the least suspicion got about that there was an 
officer after him. Upon reflection, however, he thought it would 
be better to enlist the assistance of Mr. Tarleton, the police magis- 
trate, in order to set the police immediately on the alert and ascer- 
tain the fellow's whereabouts ; and if I would confide one of the 
warrants to him, he would on landing forthwith proceed to the 
court-house, confer with Mr. Tarleton, and get him to endorse it ; 
with which advantageous suggestions I readily complied, and gave 
him one of the eight or nine I had accordingly. 

By this time we had fairly entered the Tamar, a beautiful broad 
deep river, and as the wind and tide were in our favour we glided 
along its placid waters at the speed of a fast steamer. Never 
shall I forget my impression of the lovely scenery on either side: 
lofty hills, densely timbered to their very summits, with here and 
there a picturesque villa or cottage in the midst of well cultivated 
orchards and gardens, or otherwise embosomed in thick foliage, 
and ever and anon bold rocky headlands, giving effect and 
diversity to the scene. The distance from the entrance at George 
Town to Launceston is about forty miles, which we accomplished 
under four hours ; but owing to the shallowness of the river along- 
side the wharf, the anchor was dropped some distance off. In less 
than five minutes afterwards the vessel was surrounded by 
numerous ferry-boats, the owners of which literally swarmed the 
deck, importuning every passenger with, " A boat, sir ? a boat ? " 
I remained placid, however, to their incessant solicitations, until 
all the passengers, except Mrs. Anderson and children, had left ; 
then beckoning a waterman who still lingered about for his fare, I 
demanded what he would charge for the day; to which he replied, 
" Ten shillings, sir." " Very well; then I engage you, with the dis- 
tinct understanding that you must be constantly in attendance, to 
take me either to or from the shore at a moment's notice," to which 
the boatman agreed. Then observing through the skylight that Mrs. 
Anderson, surrounded by her children, was in deep grief, and not 
making any preparation to land,I carelessly went below in the cabin, 
and asked her whether she purposed doing so ; to which she replied in 
the negative, adding that she expected her sister-in-law on board. 
I then again ascended the companion steps, and after sauntering 
about on deck for a few minutes, silently slipped into the boat 
alongside, directing the man to pull me quickly on shore, and 
npon landing on the wharf, reminded him imperatively of our 
compact, and on no account to quit the steps. Having thus 
landed, I put to myself the question — what had I best doP and 
qui'^lrlv decided by taking up a position under some umbrageous 
lined the footpath, whence I commanded a view of 
iich to the wharf and landing-place, and also the brig 
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at her anchorage. Immediately facinpj where I stood was a large 
square piece of open ground, at the farthest end of which an ex- 
tensive pile of buildings were erected, known as Henty's stores. 
I had no sooner made these observations, than I perceived two 
persons dressed in light summer clothing sharply turn the comer 
of the said buildings, and then cross obliquely the open space 
towards the wharf, one of whom I at once recognized as Anderson, 
by his peculiar gait. They were walking very briskly, so that 
although I took long strides immediately to intercept tnem, they 
would have passed about a dozen yards from me, had I not 
suddenly brought them to a standstill by saying, " Good day ! how 
are you ? '* Anderson then said, " Are you addressing yourself to 
me, sir ? " " Of course I am; how do you do ? " "I don't know 
you," replied he. " Don't you ? Why I saw you in Adelaide the 
other day." "I never was there in my life," he rejoined. By 
this time I had approached near enougn, and making a spring, 
caught him by the collar, saying, "You are my prisoner, Anderson;" 
and lifting my hat at the same moment, added, " Do you know me 
now P " " Oh," said he, " it's Mr. Tolmer ! " 

The person who accompanied Anderson (also a Jew), then began 
to be very bounceable, saying, " Come, come, none of that. What 
do you mean by interfering with my friend? Where's your 
warrant ? " To which I coolly replied, that I was an inspector of 
police from South Australia, and ha!d arrested the prisoner for felony ; 
and as to the warrant, I had plenty in my pocket, adding, " Now, 
having satisfied you, quickly walk off ; otherwise I shall arrest 
you for interfering witn my duty" — at the same time taking a 
pistol and pair of handcufi^ out of my pocket. The fellow was 
then sneaking off, when I stopped him, saying, "As your friend, the 
prisoner, is doubtless anxious to see his wife and children (who, 
you are perfectly well aware, are on board the Henry), you can go 
for them, and in an hour's time I will consent to an interview at 
that hotel," pointing to one near where I had first been standing. 

The prisoner and myself being now left alone, I cautioned him 
methodically, as required by law, in respect to his repHes to my 
interrogatories, which might eventually be used for or against him, 
und demanded if he had any money upon his person; to which he 
replied in the negative ; but upon searching him, I found fourteen 
or fifteen sovereigns in his vest pockets. Seeing also that he wore 
a watch attached to a handsome gold chain, and claimed it as his 
property, I examined the watch, which was a gold one, and found 
the number to correspond with the one he had obtained under false 
pretences from Mr. Griffin, the watchmaker, Hindley Street, and 
this I likewise took possession of, with its appendages. 

My next question was, as to his place of abode, to which I 
directed him to take me immediately. Before moving off, how- 
ever, I cautioned him thus : " Now, Anderson, I have heard of 
TOUT antecedents, and know you to be a slippery customer ; bear 
in mind, therefore, if you make the least attempt to escape, I will 
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send a bullet through your head; and if I find you are deceiving 
me as to your present residence, I shall handcuff you and march 
you at once to the lock-up." 

Having faithfully promised not to attempt anything of the kind, 
we proceeded together, first up one street and down another ; then, 
after vaiious turnings and twistings, I suddenly halted, and 
accused him of trifling with me, because I had observed that we 
had already passed and repassed a row of respectable-looking 
cottages. I again warned him that unless he led me to his 
brother's house instantly, who, he said was a teacher of music, 
I should at once carry out my threat; whereupon he said, "The fact 
is, my sister-in-law is enceinte, and 1 fear that the shock of hearine 
I am in custody may cause serious results." I replied that such 
contingencies did not deter me from the performance of my duties, 
and once for all, insisted upon being taken to the house, which to 
my surprise we were standing opposite the while. Anderson then 
knocked at the door, which was quickly opened by the lady her- 
self, to whom he introduced me as a particular friend from 
Adelaide. His brother likewise came forward at the same moment, 
when a similar introduction took place. We were then ushered 
into a front room to the right, and upon the door bein^ closed I 
asked if that was the one he slept in; but having replied in the 

negative, I said, " What the d do you mean by humbugging 

me in this way ? I came here, you well know, to search the room 
you occupy, not to confer with you privately in a parlour. Show 
me at once the room in which you sleep." The fellow then led me 
down the passage, and opened a back apartment, in which was a 
sofa, utilized as a bed, several articles of furniture, and a couple of 
large trunks, which he said, with their contents, were his property. 
Upon lifting the lids I found them to contain numerous suits of 
clothing and other articles of wearing apparel, having still the 
private mark of the establishment from wnich they had been ob- 
tained attached to them, and corresponding with the description in 
my possession, and these I of course seized as part of the property 
stolen from Mr. Jaffery. I next carefully searched every nook 
and comer for the draft of lOOOZ. on the H!obart Town branch of 
the Union Bank, the proceeds of the sale of goods at Portland; but 
failing to find which, I demanded of him to give it up; but he 
denied any knowledge of the draft or money, fi then occurred to 
me that ms brother might have had the custody of the document; 
I therefore called him into the room, and having informed him 
that I was an inspector of police from South Australia, and that 
his brother was m custody on various charges of robbery, I re- 
quested him to surrender the draft in question, and hand over any 
moneys he might have belonging to his brother; but before he 
could utter a reply, the prisoner said, " Don't say anything." At 
this moment a loud knock was heard at the front door, whereupon 
Mr. Anderson quickly withdrew to answer it; and upon the door 
being open I neard some person ask whether his brother w^ 
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within. " Yes," replied lie, " but is engaged with a gentleman ;" 
notwithstanding which, the individual entered the house and 
walked up the passage, in spite of Mr. Anderson's remonstrances, 
saying repeatedly, ** I must see him immediately," and abruptly 
entered the room in which the prisoner and myself were. Then 
addressing him, said, ** Here, Anderson, I want you." The cause 
of this apparently impudent intrusion then suddenly flashed across 
my mind, namely, that the intruder was a policeman, whereupon 
I inquired if such was the case. "Yes," replied he — adding, "I 
am nei*e to arrest Anderson on a charge of felony, committed in 
Adelaide." ** Oh," replied I; "I understand. Mr. Anderson, how- 
ever, is already a prisoner. My name is Tolmer, chief inspector of 
the South Australian police." Upon hearing which, the discomfited 
officer begged my pard!on, adding that he had no idea of having 
been forestalled in the capture. I assured him in reply there was 
no need for an apology ; on the contrary, he was entitled to my 
best thanks for nis promptness and zeal in the matter — adding, 
that he might, however, still render me assistance, by taking 
charge of the two trunks containing some of the stolen property, and 
convey them to the police station ; with which he willingly complied. 
After carefully sealing the aforesaid trunks in the officer's presence, 
I proceeded with my prisoner to the hotel I had indicated, where ho 
had an interview with his wife and children. Scenes of this nature, 
as maybe imagined, are always very distressing to the feelings; but 
it is the imperative duty of an officer of justice to school himself 
against such, and perform his duty with firmness, yet with kind- 
ness and consideration ; therefore after the lapse of about an hour, 
I brought the meeting to a termination, and removed the prisoner 
to the police-station, where a message awaited me from the police 
magistrate (Mr. Tarleton), requesting my presence at the court- 
house; whither I proceeded immediately. On arrival, Mr. Tarle- 
ton intimated that it was necessary I should reply to certain 
questions on oath. Accordingly, having been sworn, the following 
were put to me by him : ** Is Mr. B. T. Finniss commissioner of 
police for Australia?" "Yes." "Is he a magistrate for New 
South Wales ? " " Yes, he is." " Yery well; then, I endorse this 
warrant as a magistrate for the colony of Yan Diemen's Land, 
under authority vested in me by act 2nd Yictoria; No. 16, of 1838," 
and thereupon handed me over the document. 

Having thanked him for his kindness and promptitude in ren- 
dering me assistance in the capture of so notorious a character as 
Anderson, I withdrew, and returned to the police-station with the 
warrant, which I delivered to the inspector on duty, as his lawful 
authority for keeping the prisoner in safe custody. 

Being now relieved of all anxiety respecting the successful issue 
of my mission, I took up my quarters at an hotel near the wharf, 
the name of which, as weU as my memory serves me, was the 
"Eoyal Steam Packet Hotel." This hostelry was in those days much 
patronized by the sporting gentry, and as the Launceston Races were 
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drawing near, many hor»c» were in trainincj, the owners of which 
were nt^jpping there. I made many pleanant acquaintances, 
specially on accf^unt of being the owner of the famons trotting 
mare Norah, who»e wonderful performances had preceded me only 
a short time. 

The following morning, to my utter surprise, T was served with 
a summons to appear Ixrfore the pfjlice magistrate at the court 
house, with the pris<mer Anderson, charging me with unlawfully 
arresting the said prisoner, contrary to the statute in such case 
made and provided, &c. 

Accordingly I rej^aired thither at the hour mentioned, and 
found that the prisoner ha^l engaged the professional services of 
two eminent lawyers (Messrs. Douglas and Kocher), who demanded 
the release of Anderson, on the ground that the magistrate was 
not justified in endorsing the warrant under which he was arrested^ 
as the Act of Council had made no provision for the case of warrants 
issued in South Australia. 

At this stage of the proceedings I wa.^ put in the witness-box, 
and being sworn, stated in rej^ly to the learned counsel, that the 
offence with which the T;risoner stood charged was committed in 
Adelaide. South Australia, which said colony was not a dependency 
of Kew South Wales. 

Mr. Douglas then continued to a^ldress the bench, pointing out 
that by my evidence it was clear his worship was in error in back- 
ing my warrant, and therefore there was no alternative but to dis- 
clmrge the prisoner. The police magistrate said, however, he did 
not mtend arguing the p<^int raised, l»ut that having endorsed the 
warrant, and the accused being in the custody of Mr. Tolmer, he 
declined to interfere. 

Upon the alx^ve decision being given, Mr. Douglas suddenly 
addressing me, demanded whether I intended giving up the |>n- 
soner; to which I replied, "Certainly not, as I i)urpose taking 
him back with me to South Australia by the Ji&anjy Before 
leaving the court-house, however, Messrs. Douglas and Bocher 
intimated that they would take further action in the matter, and 
compel me to liberate Anderson. 

Upon the result of the ab</ve proceedings becoming publicly 

known, I was overwhelmed with suggestions as to what 1 ought to 

do with the prisoner while waiting the sailing of the Henry, which 

was the first for South Australia---one advising me to take him in 

the bush for f:afety ; another to charter a vessel, and sail at once, 

because Mc^^srs. Douglas and Bocher intende^d, or had already 

communicated with their agents, Messrs. McDowell and Midwood, 

in Hobart Town, to procure a writ of haheas corjpus to compel me 

to bring my prisoner before Judges Montague and Perrjr. To 

'^hich I replied, first, that I had no intention of camping with the 

'dler in the bush, where no doubt some of his type would coolly 

'y throat ; and as to chartering a vessel, that was also out 

B question, becauee I had no authority to incur such aa 
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expense. If, therefore, the prisoner were eventually discharged, it 
would be no fault of mine, but owing to a defect in the law. 

With a view of killing time, I strolled one afternoon to the race- 
course, and was there introduced by some friends (amongst whom 
was Mr. Douglas, the lawyer) to Mr. Jonathan Ives, a wealthy and 
well-known sporting character. Whilst in conversation with him, 
he pointed out a well-bred chestnut filly, in training for the Maiden 
Plate, which his groom was exercising; and upon expressing a 
desire to inspect her points more closely, he called the servant, and 
desired him to strip the mare, and then suggested I should try her 
paces. Nothing could have given me greater pleasure. Accord- 
ingly I willingly accepted the offer, and took a short canter, and 
when about to dismount, p.fter expressing myself highly pleased 
with her qualities, Mr. Ives added, ** Oh, give her a spin ; it'll do 
her no harm." "Well," I replied, "if Mr. Douglas" (who was 
mounted on a well-bred animal, purely white) " will race me once 
round the course for a couple of sovereigns, I should like it amaz- 
ingly." The offer being at once accepted, we were fairly started. 
Long before we had gone half way round the course, however, I 
felt confident that the race was mine, and towards the end shot 
past him like a flash of lightning, reaching the winning-post a 
hundred yards ahead. Mr. Douglas admitted that he was fairly 
beaten, and apologizing for not having the money he had lost in 
his pocket, said he would pay me on a future occasion ; which of 
course I accepted. I was so enraptured with the little mare, that 
I at once formed a resolution to possess her ; and as I gathered from 
Mr. Ives she was for sale, and the price was only IIZ., I concluded 
the bargain, with the understanding that he was to keep her until 
the Henry sailed. 

A day or two subsequently, Mr. Douglas's clerk called at the 
hotel, and desired an interview ; which having granted, he forth- 
with served me with a writ of habeas corpus, commanding me to 
appear at the Supreme Court, Hobart Town, before the judges, 
with my prisoner, on the 8th December, 1846. Therefore, in order 
to comply therewith, I started the following morning by the coach, 
dressed in uniform, with Anderson ; prior to which the landlady 
accosted me, and referring to a gentleman who had been stopping 
at the hotel — and whom I had known previously in Adelaide, as a 
gentleman about town, — ^had decamped considerably in her debt ; 
and not only that, but had stolen a pair of odd Wellington boots, 
the tops of one having a yellow band, and the other a red one, 
belonf»ing to a gentleman lodger who occupied the next bed- 
room to his — and desired me to take action in the matter. I at 
once informed the good woman that I was not in the service of 
the Yan Diemen's Land Government, and therefore had no 
authority to act. All I could do to oblige her would be to inform 
the authorities at Hobart Town of the circumstance, if I saw 
the individual there ; for which she thanked me. 

The distance between Launceston and Hobart Town, as my 
YOL. n. s 
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readers are aware, is 120 miles, which was accomplished in twelve 
hours, reminding me forcibly of the delightful travelling in old 
England by mail coach in olden times, with relays, every fifteen 
miles, of splendid high-bred and well-groomed horses, over a 
macadamized road not to be surpassed in any part of the world. 
A person, named Bob Radford, I had known as a circus-rider in 
Adelaide, and who subsequently settled permanently in South 
Australia, drove the coach on this special occasion ; and certainly 
I never enjoyed a more delightful drive, enhanced by the charming 
scenery and beautiful weather, and it will never be effaced from 
my memory. 

Upon arrival at Hobart Town, the coach stopped at an hotel 
in Murray Street (I think), where we alighted ; and having first 
engaged a bed, I went straightway to the police-station with my 
prisoner, and left him in charge of the inspector, together with 
the warrant endorsed by Mr. Tarleton as his authorit;y] for keeping 
him in safe custody, and I thence proceeded to the residence of the 
colonial secretary, with whom I had an interview, and made 
application for the assistance of the crown solicitor (Mr. Stonor), 
who generously granted it. I have a vivid recollection of my 
meetiug with the latter, who was a tall, gaunt-looking personage, 
and apparently an inordinate snuffer; indeed the quantity of 
powdered tobacco he took up the nose must have been prodigious, 
as the front of his white shirt was grimed with snuff. After 
reading the colonial secretary's note, he abruptly demanded to see 
the warrant ; wliich, I informed him, I had handed over to the 
inspector at the police-station. Whereupon, in a coarse, insulting 
manner, he said, ** You're a fool." 

I was so surprised for the moment, that I said not a word, and 
then with haughtiness demanded, how he dared apply such an 
indignity to me, adding, " Sir, I am a gentleman, and occupy 
the position of chief inspector of mounted police in South 
Australia. I am not a convicted felon, as I gather most of the police 
in Van Diemen*s Land have been." 

This rebuff as quickly made him recant, and offer an apology, 
which of course, under the circumstances, it was diplomatic in me 
to accept, in proof of which I subsequently was indebted to him 
for valuable information and advice, which otherwise might have 
caused me much trouble and vexation, as the sequel will show. 

Punctual to the hour fixed upon in the writ, I presented 
myself at the Supreme Court the following morning with Ander- 
son, but was informed that the case would not be discassed until 
next day (9th December), in consequence, as well as I can recollect, 
of one of the judges (Perry) having been drowned by the upsetting 
of a boat in a squall, whilst crossing the river Derwent on his return 
home. 

Haviuj^ resolved to see the lions of the place, I availed myself 

nf the interval, and hired a horse from the landlord and rode 

he town, which stands on the west bank of the river Der- 
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-vrent, at the foot of the Table Mountain, and much admired the 
'beautiful and picturesque river and spacious quay, to which, the 
largest vessels may approach. 

Attracted by the sound of martial music, I next found my way 
to the Botanical Gardens, situate in the Government domain, and 
whilst listening outside the enclosure to the band, I was suddenly 
recognized by two officers belon^ng to the regiment stationed at 
Hobart Town (Lieutenant McGill and Dr. De Lisle), with whom I 
was on most intimate terms, having frequently dined with them at 
the mess when the detachment was quartered in Adelaide. Upon 
their earnest solicitations I dismounted, and having given up my 
horse to the sentry, entered the enclosure with my friends, and 
strolled through the well laid out gardens, in different parts of 
which stalls were kept where beautiful strawberries were vended, 
of which I enjoyed a delicious treat. 

Having promised to dine at the mess with them in the evening, 
I resumed my ride along the river bank towards Bridgewater, where 
I saw gangs of convicts in chains, employed at road-making. The 
Tjeautirul road between Launceston and Hobart Town, before 
described, was constructed entirely by prison labour, at compara- 
tively a small expenditure to wnat road-making costs in South 
Australia ; and I don't see why this colony could not derive equal 
benefits by our convicted felons at the stockade being similarly 
-employed. 

On my return to the hotel through the Government domain, I 
suddenly perceived a person conceal himself behind a bush. Being 
-curious to ascertain who he might be, I urged my horse forward, 
and to my surprise found it to be the gentleman of the Welling- 
ton boots. I made pretence, however, not to have seen him, and 
rode past. 

According to engagement, I went to the military barracks and 
■dined with McGill and De Lisle, and spent a very enjoyable even- 
ing, little dreaming that only a few months later I should hear of 
the tragical end of poor McGill, who was discovered dead under a 
bush, having been shot with his own gun, which lay beside him. 

Early on the morning of the 9th I removed the prisoner 
from the lock-up to an hotel opposite the Supreme Court, where he 
exchanged his soiled linen and clothes for otners, which some rela- 
tives had brought him in order to present a more decent appearance 
"before the judge. 

As we were having breakfast together, I observed the man of the 
"boots pass the front window and go into the garden at the back of 
the house ; seeing which, I rang the bell, and inquired of the land- 
lady whether the gentleman I had just seen was lodging at her 
totel, to which she replied in the affirmative, adding that he was 
from Launceston, and had only been there a few days. I then 
requested her to ascertain whether he had his boots on, and if not 
to see whether one had a yellow top band and the other a red one. 
She quickly returned saying he had only his slippers on, and that 

X 2 
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BTire enough the boots were odd ones, as I had described. Where*- 
nijon I desired her to send for the inspector of police, who in a few 
minutes made his appearance, and to whom 1 communicated the 
robbery. 

Shortly afterwards the individual in question re-entered the 
hotel, and went straightway for the boots, which he put on, having 
been watched the while by the officer, who then advanced and 
demanded whether the pair of Wellingtons he wore were his ? 

** Certainly," repHed he ; " what makes you ask such a ques- 
tion P »' 

"Because,'* rejoined the inspector, "they are odd boots, and 
answer the description of a pair stolen from the * Boyal Steam 

Packet Hotel,' at Launceston, the property of Esq., and for 

which I now arrest you." 

Thoroughly dumbfoundered, he made no reply to the accusation, 
and was then led away, and locked up at the police-station. The 
last I saw of the poor fellow was when trudging along the road to 
Launceston, almost bare-footed, between two policemen with fixed 
bayonets. What became of him eventually, I never heard. 

The time having arrived, I again appeared with my prisoner at 
the Supreme Court, and shortly after ten o'clock Judge Montague 
took his seat on the bench. Anderson's lawyers started the point 
that Mr. Tarleton, the police magistrate at Launceston, was not 
entitled under Act 2nd Victoria, No. 16, to endorse any warrant 
granted by a magistrate of South Australia or New South Wales for 
any offence committed in South Australia, the latter colony not beiug 
a dependency of New South Wales. Mr. Stonor, the crown 
solicitor, argued strongly that Mr. Tarleton was entitled to back 
the warrant, and it was perfectly valid, having been granted by 
Mr. Finniss, who was a magistrate for New South Wales. The 
judge, however, held that the warrant was incompetent, and dis- 
charged Anderson, on the ground that the offence was alleged to 
have been committed in South AustraHa. 

Shortly after Anderson's liberation, Mr. Stonor called me aside, 
and strongly advised me to make myself scarce, and quit the island 
as speedily as possible ; because, he was aware that the late pri- 
soner's lawyers were about to take action against Mr. Tarleton and 
myself for false imprisonment, which of course would entaQ upon 
me great expense, and a detention of several months in the colony, 
if they succeeded in serving me with a legal process. 

Having thanked Mr. Stonor for his information and counsel, I 
requested him to furnish me with an official letter, stating the 
grounds upon which the prisoner had been discharged, and certi- 
fving that I had done all in my power to capture my man — in order 
tnat I might astonish the South Australian Government with the 
defective state of the law in Van Diemen's Land in those days. 
This he wilhngly granted, and would have ready if I called at six 
p.m. at his residence, Eose Cottage, Sandy Bay. 
, This then, in truth, was the "biter bit," and as I quitted the 
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precincts of the court and strolled down Mnrraj Street towards my 
hotel, I mentally resolved to adopt such expedients as would out- 
wit the 'poBse of lawyers, in spite of their cunning. Thus, whilst 
sauntering along I stopped at the window of a jeweller's shop, being 
specially attracted by some fine specimens of malachite on view, 
obtained from the then famous Burra Burra Mine of South Aus- 
tralia ; when, unexpectedly, my late prisoner stood at the threshold, 
and began to refer to his incarceration, and vaunt his success, &c. 

I told him at once to desist from alluding to the circumstance, 
because it was a sore subject to me. 

" Well, well," rejoined he, " you will at least come in and let me 
introduce you to my father-in-law and mother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Solomon. 

Thinking he had a sinister motive, which I might probably 
fathom by consenting, I entered the shop and was presented to aU 
the members of the family, which, in addition to the father and 
mother, consisted of several grown up handsome daughters ; and as 
they had probably heard my objection outside to any recurrence 
being made to late events, not a word was uttered in reference to 
them. 

After a quarter of an hour's chat, extolling the delightful climate 
of Van Diemen's Land, its beautiful rivers, and diversity of scenery, 
<&c., I was about to withdraw, when the young ladies intimated that 
they had taken a box at the opera for that evening, and pressingly 
invited me to join their party. 

In expressing my thanks for the compliment, I made known to 
them that I had an engagement to meet the Crown Solicitor at his 
house in the evening, which was about five miles from town, besides 
having other important business to transact, and as I purposed 
leaving by the coach for Launceston in the morning in order not 
to lose my passage by the Senry, which was advertised to sail for 
Adelaide on the 11th, I much doubted whether I could find 
time ; however, if I possibly could, I would do myself the pleasure ; 
and then bid them all good-bye. 

My first thought upon returning to my room at the hotel was 
to secure the remaining unexecuted warrants in my carpet-bag; 
and having again donned my plain clothes, in which attire I had 
not been seen in Hobart Town, I sallied forth, and proceeded to- 
wards the quay, and amongst the shipping saw a vessel named the 
Harpooner, with a notice board affixed to the main rigging, inti- 
mating that she would sail for Port Adelaide on the 13th of 
December, 1846. Upon making further inquiries on board, I was 
informed by the captain that uiere were two or three cabins still 
xmoccupied, and that the passage money was 5/. ; whereupon, having 
selected one of them, under a fictitious name, I paid the money, for 
which I received a receipt, and then explained that some important 
lousiness necessitated my going to Launceston, but if perchance I 
•was detained there, and did not return in time to proceed by his 
vessel, he was on no account to delay his departure. 
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Later in the afternoon, having engaged a cab, I ordered the 
driver to take me to the residence of the Crown Solicitor, who 
received me with marked attention, and ^ave me the official letter 
he had written to the colonial secretary m Adelaide, and before 
leaving again impressed upon me the advisability of not delaying 
my departure from the island longer than was absolutely necessary. 

Upon bidding him farewell, I assured him I felt sensible of the 
importance of ms advice, and accordingly had laid my plans, which 
I was confident would defy all the acuteness of Messrs. Douglas and 
Co. to penetrate. Finding I had still an hour before the theatre 
opened, I returned to the hotel, and having once more dressed my- 
self in uniform, drove to the opera and discharged the cabman. 
The entrance to the dress circle, I remember, was by a broad flight 
of steps facing the landing, the centre box on the occasion being 
occupied by the Solomon family, who apparently were on the 
watch, because when they perceived me ascending the stairs they 
one and all exclaimed, — 

" Oh, here's Mr. Tolmer ! " 

Whether it was the stir an:d excitement of the occasion, or rattle 
of my sword, jingle of spurs, blaze of my laced jacket, or all com- 
bined, certain it was that the eyes of every occupant of the box 
seats, pit, and gallery were concentrated upon us. What might 
have been their speculations as to who I was, and what 
brought me in such company as the notorious swindler and ex- 
convict Anderson and his friends. Heaven only knew! I have 
no recollection, after this lapse of years, of the piece performed that 
night, with which, however, I was greatly interested, especially 
"with the clever acting and beautiful voice of the 'prima donna. 

At the conclusion of the first act, Mr. Solomon, Anderson, and my- 
self went into the refreshment room, and had a glass of port wine ; and 
after procuring some fruit for the ladies, we reoccupied our seatia, 
Anderson being in my rear. About the middle of the second act — 
I know not what induced me to glance back— I discovered that he 
■was not in his place. A thought then flashed across my mind that 
the scoundrel had clandestinely slipped away and gone to my hotel, 
with a view of getting possession of the unexecuted warrants, 
which he knew I kept in my carpet-bag — and on the instant I seized 
mjr cap, and quitted the tneatre. Upon reaching the street I i*an 
with my utmost speed, and when in sight of the hotel perceived a 
light upstairs in my room, and mounting the stairs two steps at a 
time, rushed in and there found the fellow, who, however, did not 
show the least surprise or discomflture at my unexpected appearance. 

My first anxiety, of course, was to ascertain whether the warrants 
had been abstracted, but I found them all right. I then askedi 
Anderson what business he had in my room ; to which he replied, 
that the room was equally his own, as he had engaged the spare 
bed. I confess feeling completely check-mated by the reply, and 
^«ide all the rules of legitimate warfare, accused liim of 
me perverse design in engaging the bed, as he could have 
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obtained one in some other hotel. I soundly rated him also for his 
conduct, by joining his relatives in inviting me to the opera, and 
then in a shameless, cunning manner withdrawing himself in the 
way he had done ; to all which rebukes he replied with plausible 
excuses. 

After the light had been extinguished and we were in bed, I asked 
what were his plans ; did he intend returning with me to Launces- 
ton by the coach in the morning ? 

** Oh, yes," replied he. 

A few minutes later, however, he said, " On second thoughts, I 
shall remain here, and attend an auction which is to be held to- 
morrow.'* 

"Well, then," I replied, " 1*11 stop too, and gee a little more of 
Hobart Town and its surroundings." 

This was a poser. Before long, however, he again altered his 
mind, saying he would go to Launceston. 

"All right," I said then; " we'll again travel together." 

As the coach started at five o'clock in the morning we were 
called by the landlord, who added that the horses were being put 
in. I then said, — 

" Now, Anderson, look alive, and dress quickly :" but he again 
demurred, saying he would stay. 

" Oh, very wefl," replied I, and then opening the door, I called 
the landlord to tell the coachman he need not wait, as both 
Anderson and I intended remaining. 

This completely discomfited the rascal, who then quickly jumped 
out of bed, and began to dress, which I did likewise, and counter- 
manded the order to the coachman. 

Having eventually made a start, we stopped for breakfast at 
Bridgewater, and again resumed our journey. Not long after- 
wards, however, I was seized with severe sickness and violent 
vomiting, and suspicion flitted across my brain that Anderson had 
for some villainous purpose drugged my cofPee, as I could not 
otherwise account for the indisposition. At the next roadside 
inn, however, I took a stiff glass of brandy, which relieved the sick- 
ness, and before we reached Boss it passed off altogether. 

This township is situated midway between Hobart Town and 
Launceston, and here the coaches from each place met, and after 
exchanging passengers, &c., again returned. On the occasion 
I refer to, the coach from Launceston had not arrived, and after 
waiting a quarter of an hour we continued our journey, but met 
the Launceston conveyance a short distance after crossing the 
bridge. The cause of the delay, it appeared, was the upsetting of 
the coach after leaving Launceston, it having to be replaced by a 
kind of waggonette, with curtains round the sides and in front ; both 
conveyances then returned to the hotel to change horses, where the 
exchange of passengers, &c., took place. 

Whilst these proceedings were going on, I observed my late 
prisoner writing a note, wluch he quickly folded and wafered. By 
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this time the two veliicles being ready to return to tlieir respective 
destinations, the drivers called ont, — 

•* Now, ffentlemen, please take your seats." 

When about to do so, Anderson said he would go outside, and in 
answer to him I replied I should continue inside. The two coaches 
then dashed off together, which sudden start caused the front 
curtains to fly open, and thereby disclosed the coachman to be the 
only occupant of the box-scat. I then ordered him to pull up, and 
inquired where Anderson was. 

** Anderson, sir P " rejoined he ; " why he is upon the other 
coach I " And upon looking back, I saw the fellow on the top with 
other passengers. Then shaking my fist at him, and calling at the 
t^p of my voice, sai(\— 

" You infernal rascal I I don't want you ; if I did, I would soon 
have you again. Go I " And thus the swindler went on his way 
rejoicing. 

Having then shifted my seat to the side of the driver, and again 
moved on, I said, — 

" Anderson gave you a note, did he not P '* 

" Yes, repli^ he ;" and at my request produced it. 

Seeing that the wafer was still moist, I proposed to open the 
missive, read its contents, and return to him ; to which he oqjected, 
but soon subdued his scruples upon my slipping half-a-crown into 
his hand. The note was addressed to his wife, and to the following 
effect, viz. :— 

"My deae Sauaii, — You will be delighted to hear that I am 
free. The judge has discharged me from custody because the 
arrest was illegal, consequently, acting under the advice of my 
lawyers, I have taken proceedings against Tarleton and Tolmer 
for false imprisonment. Accordingly a writ will be issued, and 
forwarded to-day or to-morrow, to be served upon them to recover 
500L damages. Toll Douglas and my brother, therefore, to keep 
their eyes on Tolmer, as ne intends leaving by the H&n/ry. "We 
have all been dodging and watching his movements in Hobart Town, 
and 1 came as far as Ross with him to-day, but gave him the slip. 
I expect to be with you in a few days. God bless you and the 
children. 

" Your affectionate husband, 

" John Andebson." 

Having closed and re-wafered the letter, the driver returned it 
to his pocket, and subsequently threw it on the road side where 
Anderson's brother was in waiting as we entered Launceston, and 
he immediately picked it up and tore it open. Being now distinctly 
apprised of the steps that were being taken to serve me with a writ, 
which douMless would be in the hands of Messrs. Douglas and Rocher 
in a day or two, it was obviously necessary I should be prompt 
in my actions to defeat their design. Accordingly, on arrival I 
forthwith went to the office of the owners of the Henry, and 
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gathered from the captain that he proposed dropping down the 
river in the morning with the ebb tide, and as I had previously 
arranged to take my horse on board, for which a suitable box had 
been provided, I explained that I would ride to George Town and 
join the vessel there. My next step was to take on board at once 
my sword and uniform, &c., and then, having purchased a saddle, 
bridle, and small valise, returned to the hotel. 

The following morning, after having paid my bill at the hotel, I 
went to Mr. Ives's residence and got my mare, and then bade him 
good-bye, saying I was off to Hobart Town, as the Henry had 
sailed. Thence I went to call on Mr. Douglas, who perceived me 
riding up, and quickly opened the door. 

" Well," said he, " I told you we would get Anderson released. 
Where are you going ? " 

"I am off to Hobart Town," I replied, "as I have lost my 
passage by the Henry, which sailed early this morning ; fortunately, 
however, anticipating such a contingency, I secured a passage 
in the Harpooner, which is to sail on the 13th, and made 
arrangements for taking my mare on board. So that, you see, I 
have no time to spare," adding, " By-the-bye, you owe me a couple 
of sovereigns." 

" Oh to be sure," said he ; " here they are." 

After wishing him good-bye, I rode away briskly, and alighted 
at Anderson's house. Mrs. Anderson and the rest then expressed 
their delight and satisfaction at the release of my late prisoner ; to 
which I replied that I felt exceedingly vexed at the failure of my 
mission, but for the sake of herself and children I was glad. They 
then pressed me to take some refreshment, which I however 
declined, for reasons I had previously given to Mr. Douglas. I 
was so tickled with the amazement depicted upon all their faces 
at this announcement, that I almost burst into loud laughter, but 
refrained, and remounting my mare, bade them all adieu, and 
cantered off, taking the Hobart Town road. After getting well 
out of the town, I suddenty turned off to the left, and having 
crossed the bridge over the Tamar, followed a track from which I 
obtained an occasional glimpse of the river, and at about twenty 
miles from Launceston pulled up to feed my mare and have dinner, 
at an hotel having a commodious wharf in front. Upon ascertaining 
that the Henry had not passed, and was in sight coining down the 
river, I made arrangements to signal her to come alongside the 
wharf ; and it being then the cherry season, and as there was an 
extensive garden attached to the hotel, I set all the available hands 
to gather a supply to take with me to Adelaide for my children, 
and by the time the vessel arrived they had picked a bushel, ' for 
which only two shillings and sixpence was charged; before my 
arrival, however, the fruit was quite damaged and useless, and had 
to be thrown overboard. 

Having in due time safely got my mare on board, we continued 
to drop down the river, our progress however being much retarded 
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owing to a very light wind. Towards evening a jpaddle'Sieamer 

Svim\ n8, whicn Captain Tregarther said waf(the Tama/ft^cmi^X/o 
eorge Town, where she went every Saturday with excursionists, 
rettiming to Latinceston on Mondays. 

Upon reaching George Town it was late at night and qtiite dark, 
so that I had tamed in l^fore we drop^ped anchor. Early next 
morning (Sunday) I was aroused from a sound sleep by Tregurther 
•ayingr— 

" Who do you think is ashore? " 

" I have not the least idea/' replied I. " Surely it*s not Anderson, 
is it?" 

" No/' said he, " but Douglas. He is now having breakfast at 
Hot-el/' 

" Huzza I " I exclaimed. " Now listen to me, Tregarther. Doubtless 
he has obtained some inkling of my having bamboozled him about 

going to Hobart Town, and has come to QtfsKjt^e Town to satisfv 
imself, with very likeljr the writ in his pocket; but as he can t 
le^allifT serve me with it, being Sunday, and you say voa will 
sail with the next ebb t le, well have some fun with him. 

" Affreed," said he. • 

And having quickly ^>ut on my clothes, Tregurther, the vessel's 
agent, a cabin passeng( /, and myself, landed, and went straightway 
to the hotel, and into tlie room where Mr. Douglas was having his 
morning meal. 

** Holloa I " exclaimed he, as I entered with the rest. ** I thooght 
you were gone to Hobart Town." 

"Well/ replied I, "I went some di«tance (m. the way, changed 
my mind, and here I am. But what may you be doing here ? " 

** Oh," said he, " I come down to fish sometimes." 

** In veritv, now, I'll bet a champagne luncheon for all present 
that I rightfy gtiesH the kind of fisn you expect to catch on the 
present fKJcasion, and leave it to your honour to declare whether I 
lose or win/' 

" I consent/' said he. 

*' Well, then, you have a bait in your pocket, and I am the fish 
you came to hook :" which candid admission was received with 
roars of laughter. 

We then separated, to meet again at luncheon-time, and 
certainly did it every justice ; and after spending a jovial, pleasant 
afternoon, we returned (m hoard, and by the next mommg were 
far away on the bouadles«) sea, jubilant in having so tmccessf ully 
escaped. 

Nothing of importance occurred on the passage back to Adelaide, 
except putting in at Portland Bajr for the purpose of calling (m 
Mr. Crouch, to remove the prohibition in respect of the goo^s he 
had sold at auction for Anderson. On arrival 1 immediately made 
mjr report to the commissioner of police, Mr. Finniss, who forth- 
with nad a conference with the executive, who doubtless nraH 
have been astonished with the defective state of the law in Van 
emen's Land in respect to the apprehension of runaways from 
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the neighbouring colonies ; for in truth it was a disgrace that a 
rogue ^ould be able to travel openly from one colony to the other 
under the avowed sanction of the judges, whom he sought out as 
hisprotectors, rather than shunned. 

Tne result of the interview which Mr. Finniss had with the 
Government T^as, that I received orders again to prepare myself to 
leave by the first vessel for Van Diemen's Land, armed on that 
occasion with a judge's warrant, which would empower me to 
re-arrest Anderson there or in any other colony being a dependency 
of her Majesty's dominions, unfortunately, however, before an 
opportunity offered for me to sail my instructions were counter- 
manded, for reasons that a vessel had arrived from Van Diemen's 
Land with the intelligence, that immediately after it was known 
i had quitted the island, Anderson took ship for the Cape of Good 
Hope, where, it appears, a full account of his notorious character 
and narrow escape at being taken back to Adelaide, had preceded 
him, and was published in one of the journals, in consequence of 
which, he brought an action against the proprietors for libel, and 
recovered 50L damages. Thence he went to the Mauritius, and as 
in a like manner a detailed account of his proceedings and escapade 
appeared in one of the papers, he entered an action against the 
publisher, for which damages were again awarded him. 

I was subsequently credibly informed that Anderson again 
returned to Hobart Town and Launceston, and frequented the 
theatres, the principal hotels, and other public places, with the 
most consummate impudence, and was in every respect so con- 
ducting himself as to leave little doubt that he would ere long 
meet his deserts, from which he had, on the late and previous 
occasions, so narrowly escaped ; which calls forth a similar reflection 
to that made by Fielding on the success of Blifil's excuse : " I look 
upon the vulgar observation, that the devil often deserts his friends 
and leaves them in the lurch, to be a great abuse on that gentle- 
man's character. Perhaps he may sometimes desert those who are 
only his cup-acquaintances, or who, at most, are but half his ; but 
he generally stands by those who are thoroughly his servants, and 
helps them off in all extremities, till their bargain expires." 

As I can write nothing more apropos, I may be allowed to avail 
myself of that great author's forcible language, and thus conclude 
this narrative of "The Runaway." 

Upon being transferred, in March 1877, from the Survey 
Department in the south-east to occupjr the position I now hold, 
of sub-inspector of credit selections in the central district of 
Adelaide, thirty-one years after the events recorded in the fore- 
going, I was stopping at the Prince Alfred Hotel, when, one day 
during the following month, the late Mr. Aldridge asked me if I 
had any objection to give up my room, which was in front, to two 
ladies, who had that djay arrived from Melbourne with a gentleman, 
and occupy IJo. 16 instead ; to which arrangement I willingly 
acceded. 

Later in the evening I went to the theatre and after my return 
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moxuited the stairs to No. 16, at the door of which (a double-bedded 
room), an elderly-looking personage, with grey hair and whiskers, 
was smoking a pipe, and as he became aware I was to be the joint 
occupant of the room with himself, he politely apologized for 
smooDg ; but although I assured him it was not objectionable to 
me, he at once desisted, and like myself, began to divest himself of 
his clothes and get into bed. After a few minutes' silence, and the 
light had been extinguished, the stranger remarked that that was 
his first visit to Adelaide. ** Oh, indeed,** I replied ; " then I 
presume you are the gentleman who arrived this morning from 
Melbourne with two ladies ? ** ** Yes," said he ; adding, " I am not 
a Melboome resident, however ; I am from Launceston, in Tas- 
mania ;'* upon which announcement I remarked that I once knew 
a lawyer in that town, named Douglas. " Why,** said he quickly, 
** that's myself.** " What,*' I demanded, " is it possible you are 
the solicitor who, years ago was in partnership with Mr. Rocher P " 
"The same,** he replied. "Well,** I rejoined, "this is a most 
extraordinary coincidence. Do ygu remember,*' I continued to 
inquire, "a notorious scoundrel, a Jew, named Anderson, who 
victimized a number of merchants in Adelaide, and gave valueless 
cheques for a large amount of goods, with which he decamped, and 
sold by auction at Portland, and afterwards went to Launceston, 
where he was arrested by an inspector of the South Australian 
police ? ** " Of course I do. Rocher and I got the fellow off, in con- 
sequence of a defect in the Act of Council. 1 remember the whole 
of the circumstances perfectly.** " Well, then, I was that officer." 
Upon being apprised of the foregoing additional, almost im- 
probable, event, we both sat up in our respective beds, staring 
towards each other in the darkness, hardly able to realize the fact, 
still keeping up a continuous chat until tne small hours, when we 
at last fell into a sound sleep. When we interviewed next morning, 
1 distinctly recognized Mr. Douglas's features, although of course 
much altered ; but he failed on his part to trace any resemblance to 
my former self. I may mention that Mr. Douglas is an old 
member of the Tasmanian Parliament, and has, on more than one 
occasion held the portfolio of attorney-general. 

" Police Commissioner's Office, Adelaide, Juhj bth, 1847. 
" SiE, — I have the honour to forward the enclosed instructions 
for your guidance, and to request you will carry them out without 
delay. 

" I have the honour to be, sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 

"Geo. F. Dashwood, 

" Commissioner of Police. 
** Inspector Tolmer.** 

" Instructions for Inspector Tolmer. — ^His Excellency the Lieu- 
"'ovemor being anxious for further information respecting 
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the route of the overland mail between Adelaide and New South 
Wales, Inspector Tolmer will proceed, with one constable of the 
mounted police force, and one led horse, from Wellington to Salt 
Creek, and from thence, in a line as straight as circumstances will 
admit, to Lake Mundy, or some convenient halting-place in that 
immediate neighbourHood, thence to Mount Gambier, returning to 
Wellington by the route at present followed by the police caiTying 
the mail. 

" He will visit the settlers* stations which lie contiguous to his 
line, and ascertain whether facilities exist for establishing relays 
between Salt Water Creek and Lake Mundy, or thereabouts, as 
well as on the line which has hitherto been pursued. He will pay 
particular attention to his daily course and distance, and keep a 
correct journal of the same, as far as his means and judgment will 
admit, noting the character of the country, facilities for obtaining 
water and food for horses, the disposition of the natives, and 
whether they are likely to interfere with carrying the mail single- 
handed, their numerical strength, and any other information which 
he may deem desirable or important. 

" He will, of course, communicate with the corporals in charge of 
stations, and any suggestions which they may have to make relative 
to the conveyance of the mails, or information which they may have 
gained from local experience, he will include in his report. 

" The confidence the commissioner places in the abilities, zeal, 
and experience of Inspector Tolmer renders it unnecessary for him 
to do more than point out the main objects which the Lieutenant- 
Governor has in view, trusting all matters of detail to the inspec- 
tor's judgment and discretion, and that he will not fail to combine 
rapidity of movement with the due execution of the contemplated 
object. 

" Geo. F. Dashwood, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

Obedient to the foregoing, I started from Adelaide on or about 
the 7th July, 1847, with Police-trooper Dewson and a pack-horse, 
and upon reaching the Salt Creek I camped for the night on the 
north side of the creek, which was much swollen and impassable 
on account of the heavy rains which had fallen. 

Early the following morning we started up the creek, thinking a 
better crossing would be obtained, instead of which the whole of 
the flat was one continuous sheet of water ; and if the reader will 
refer to the map of the district he will perceive that my course from 
the Salt Creek to Lake Mundy (which is near Kilbride) was south- 
east ; and as the whole distance consists of alternate flats intersected 
by well-timbered ridges running north and south, he will at once 
perceive that to keep the said course necessitated travelling 
obliquely across the flats, which were all submerged, and the water 
so deep m many places that our horses had to swim. 

At night our camping-places were the ridges or slight elevations 
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forming islands in the midst of these vast waters, and there dry 
our clothes. This was repeated from day to day ; and what ren- 
dered the jonmey still more distressing, was the incessant heavy 
rain. 

Old colonists will doubtless remember that the winter of 1847 
was one of the most severe and wettest ever experienced in the 
colony. 

After undergoing incredible hardships, and narrowly escaping 
with our lives, through the horses tumbling into holes and rolling 
over us, we nevertheless successfully reached Mr. Watson's 
station (Kjlbride), where we were received with the greatest kindness 
and hospitality ; and after resting a few davs, and finding of course 
that the line I had taken was impracticable, I then examined and 
ran down several of the ridges referred to, and was rewarded by 
finding that there was a good practicable road for horses or vehicles 
along the base of one of these ridges, from Mount Muirheadtonear 
the Salt Creek, with plenty of water and feed for horses ; which 
having reported as being practicable winter and summer, was at 
once adopted by the Government, and for many years afterwards 
was used by the police in carrying the mail, unul it was contracted 
for by private individuals. 

Having thus satisfactorily accomplished the object for which I 
had been despatched, I retraced my steps to Mount Muirhead, and 
thence to Mount Grambier, returning to Adelaide by the route then 
followed by the police, according to instructions. 

On my way I stopped one night at Mayurra, Mess)rs. Glen and 
Vensitart's station, and was hospitably entertained by them. After 
tea, and whilst we were having a pleasant chat and enjoying our 
pipes, one of the station-men came rushing into the hut, saying 
excitedly, — 

" The blacks, sir, are going to set fire to the station to-night." 

The perfect fear and dismay depicted on the poor fellow's coun- 
tenance was so immistakable, that we all burst into a roar of 
laughter. After awhile, however, I said, — 

" If there is really any foundation for the report, well have a lark 
should they come ; therefore let us be prepared." 

Accordingly, Glen and Yensitart produced several fowling-pieces 
and necessary ammunition, and distributed other arms to his men ; 
and after having voted me to the supreme command of the garri- 
son, I placed my orderly behind a bush, and the station-hands 
behind others, with orders not to fire upon the assailants until I 
gave the word. Glen, Yensitart, and myself, then took up a com- 
manding position in another direction, and thus awaited the 
approach of the blacks, who, however, never made their appearance. 
Whether the report was a hoax, or that the blacks had heard the 

F>lice were at the station, of whom they had a wholesome dread, 
never knew. 

The night was a long and tedious one, and cold withal ; but for- 
tunately Glen and Yensitart had not forgotten the grog and pipes. 
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so that we did not fare badly, and the dull hours glided by in plea- 
santries and cracking jokes. A recurrence to the incident has often 
been the subject of merriment between myself and Glen, who now 
has a spacious stone-built house and offices, erected where the old 
hut stood in those days. 

Poor Vensitart not long after the above episode was accidentally 
killed, by ahorse running him against the limb of a tree. *He was 
one of those genial fine characters which are not often met with, 
a thorough sportsman withal, and, in short, a perfect Irish gentle- 
man. 

The remainder of my journey homewards was much retarded, in 
consequence of our horses being knocked up, especially the led one ; 
and when within a couple of miles of the Salt Creek we were met 
by from sixty to seventy natives, who offered to assist us with the 
Imocked up animal, and gave us to understand that they knew we 
were coming, because other natives along the Coorong had made 
signal-fires conveying the intelligence. 

YHien I and my orderly reached the creek, I was much surprised 
to see a neatly fresh -made wurley, with a cheerful fire in front, 
which they said they had expressly prepared for us ; and after we 
had snwly installed ourselves inside, they brought us some fresh- 
caught Goorong mullet — a fish which has not its equal in the colony 
for delicacy and flavour. 

The next morning we resumed our journey, leaving the knocked 
np horse with one of the natives named Paddy Smith, promising 
to reward him with a blanket and shirt if he brought it safely to 
Wellington after it had recovered ; which he eventually did, about a 
month afterwards, and delivered it to Gorporal Mason. 

Gonsidering that this tribe was the same who a few years before 
had cruelly murdered the passengers and crew of the Maria, and 
who, one might naturally suppose, would have nourished revengeful 
feeHngs against the police — and especially myself, in consequence 
of the severe steps I had subsequently been compelled to adopt in 
reference to the search after two natives charged with stealing sheep 
from Mr. D. McFarlane, as previously detailed — we have an incon- 
trovertible proof of the wise policy of the late Golonel Gawler in 
ordering the summary punishment of some of the tribe, and the 
beneficial effects it had had in deterring them from committing 
wanton attacks upon persons who might fall into their hands, 
because had they felt disposed they could easily have murdered 
us, as we were totally in their power. 

Aaother remarkable instance of their forbearance and regard — 
which was officially reported to me by Gorporal Mason, stationed 
at Wellington, and deserves to be recorded — was that of a poor help- 
less wayfarer, who was found in a dying condition on the Goorong 
by the same tribe, who could have shortened his existence with one 
blow of the waddy, and possesseMi themselves of his swag of blankets, 
<fec., without fear of discovery ; but instead, they carried him by relief 
parties a distance of from sixty to eighty miles to Wellington, and 
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supplied him with fish anl whatever other food thej had hj the 
way ; for which generoas act of kindness they were well lewaided 
by order of the GoTemment. 



CHAPTER V. 



Mj expeditions in pnnnit of Tasmanian boshrangers — Capture of the 

gang — Their oonfeasions. 

Upos going to my office from the quarters I occupied in the bar- 
racks, on the morning of the 9th June, 1848, 1 found two strangers 
standing at the door, one of whom accosted me and asked whetiier 
I was the inspector. I replied, " Yes ; what do you want ? " He 
then said, '' We are policemen from Tasmania, sent by the GrOYcm- 
ment with warrants to capture four desperate bushrsmgers, named 
Bodgers, Beilly, Lynch, and Reynolds, who have been tiie terror of 
the island for over three years, and are charged with murder and 
other crimes;" adding, that it had been ascertained without a 
doubt, that they had shipped on board the Barklay, an Ameiican 
whaler. Captain P. Reynolds, near Port Sorrel, and that the master 
of the vessel had cleared out from Launceston for a whaling cmiae 
off Kangaroo Island. I then asked if they had brought credentials 
with them from the Tasmanian Grovemment ? to which they replied 
in the affirmative, at the same time producing an official document 
addressed to the colonial secretary. 

Considering the matter required immediate attention, I directed 
the men, Robert J. Jones and Richard Conroy, to accompany me 
to the Government offices, and introduced them to the colonial 
secretary, who, being satisfied of the serious nature of the case, 
referred the despatch to Captain Dashwood, the commissioner of 
police, with a minute endorsed thereon, directing him at once to 
proceed to Port Adelaide, and obtain from Captain Lipson, 
harbour-master, the Government cutter Lapwing, with orders for 
her to be got reEidy for sea. This was promptly attended to ; and 
provisions, &c., necessary for a cruise naving been put on board, 
the commissioner, myself, and a party of police having embarked* 
with Captain Lipson in command of the cutter, we sailed down the 
gulf on the 10th June, with instructions to cruise to the south- 
ward of Kangaroo Island, and about what was then known as the 
fishing -ground for whalers, with a view of falling in with the 
whaler in which the bushrangers were known to be on board. 

Whilst beating down the gulf^ the first night we were at sea, we 
fell in with a larg^ ship, and thinking she might be the whaler we 
were in search of. Captain Lipson hailed her, and informed the cap- 
tain that our craft was the Government cutter ; whereupon he lay to. 
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to enable us to board her by request. The commissioner tlieu 
ordered me and Corporal Rose to go on board in the cutter's dingy, 
to see whether she was the whaler or not. The vessel, however, 
proved to be the Princess Boyal^ with emigrants, Captain Youngj- 
linsband, who kindly furnished me with a few late English 
newspapers. After a short stay on board, during which we were 
overwhelmed with questions by the emigrants, we got into onr 
dingy to return to the cutter. This was no easy matter, however, 
on account of the darkness ; and whilst paddling about hither and 
thither in quest of our craft, we were made sensible that the dingy 
was fast filling with water, and that all our attempts at bailing 
were unavailing. It then occurred to me that the plug in the 
boat's bottom was out, which, after groping about, I found was 
actually the case, and I at once stopped up the hole with my fore- 
finger, whilst Rose bailed away, and the sailors pulled for bare life. 
^Fortunately, our " cooeys " were heard on board the cutter, where- 
upon a light was exhibited, which enabled us to reach her, and thus 
we were rescued from our perilous situation. 

After beating about outside Kangaroo Island for several days 
without falling in with the whaler, we returned through Backstairs 
Passage, and put in to .American River and anchored. I then 
suggested to tne commissioner that probably the bushrangers 
mignt have left the whaler and landed at Hog Bay, and if so, would 
be likely to be harbouring with characters of their class — ^whom 
I knew to be resident there from my having on a previous occasion 
captured a couple of desperadoes, forming part of a notorious gang 
under the leadership of Gilkes, as before described — and offered 
to guide the party. This suggestion having been approved of, 
Captain Dashwood, myself, and police, started on foot to make our 
way through the dense scrub lying between American River and 
Hog Bay. 

Before leaving, the commissioner directed Captain Lipson to 
bring the cutter the following morning to Hog Bav, to meet us. 

I must here premise, that before leaving Adelaide I had been 
anfiering from a severe bilious attack, for which complaint Dr. 
!Nash, tke colonial surgeon, had given me some pills; these I 
brought with me on board, and had been taking regularlv, not 
being aware of the dangerous nature of the medicine, which was 
calomel. Of course I could have excused myself from joining the 
expedition, but in my ardent desire to join in the capture of the 
vifiains of whom we were in pursuit, I did not reveal the fact 
to Captain Dashwood. 

Shortly after leaving American Beach, and striking into the 
scrub, we were overtaken by a fearful thunderstorm, with vivid 
lightning, and heavy rain which drenched us to the skin in a few 
minutes. This had such a sudden effect on me that I felt almost 
paralyzed, and my teeth became loose ; in short, I was in a state of 
salivation. Never, in the course of my life, had 1 felt so ill for a 
time. 

VOL. n. F 
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After taking shelter under some bushes nntil the storm had 
somewhat abated, I made known to the commissioner that I felt 
a little better. We proceeded onwards, and after a toilsome 
journey, mostly the whole way scrambling over dead tangled 
timber and scrub, which had been accumulating for ages, we came 
in sight of the settlement about dusk, and at once rushed the huts ; 
but the fellows we were in quest of were not there, only the in- 
habitants of the place, who assured us no strangers had been seen 
in the locality. 

The last effort made in rushing the huts after leaving the cover 
of the scrub, in the state I was in, pretty well settled me ; fortu- 
nately, however. Captain Dashwood had some brandy with him, 
and gave me a little, which revived me considerably. We then 
made the best we could of the floor of the hut for the night, and 
next morning re-embarked on board the cutter, and as I was still 
seriously indisposed, the commissioner decided to return to 
Adelaide ; but before doing so, he adopted my suggestion to call in 
at Kingscote, to endeavour to enlist the assistance of Charles 
Thompson, whom, the reader is aware, we had previously arrested 
on a cWge of being a runaway convict, as described in a former 
chapter. Accordingly, I landed at the place, and went straightway 
to his residence, and knocked at the door, which was quickly opened 
by Mrs. Thompson, I then asked if her husband was at home P 
and upon receiving an answer in the negative, I said, he must be 
sent for at once, as I wish to see him on a matter of the greatest 
importance, assuring her that my visit was not to interfere with 
his liberty, but to enlist him in aiding the police in capturing some 
desperate characters, who probably had, or would, land on the 
island from a whaler. She, however, seemed sceptical about what 
I said; but upon again assuring her that if he rendered the 
authorities the aid which I had purposely come to solicit, he never 
would again be molested or interfered with whilst on the island, 
she quitted the room, and in a few minutes returned accom- 
panied by her husband, to whom I recapitulated every particular, 
and obtained from him a faithful promise that if the whaler in 
which the bushrangers had left Tasmania put in to Kingscote, or if 
four men answering their description should arrive in a boat on 
any part of the island, he would communicate the fact to the 
Government immediately, by despatching a boat to Adelaide with 
a letter. 

I then returned on board the Lapwing, and communicated the 
success of my mission to Captain Dashwood, after which we sailed 
immediately for Port Adelaide. 

Upon reaching home I sent for Dr. Nash without delay, who by 
judicious medical treatment quickly brought me round again, 
remarking, however, that the quantity of calomel I had taken, and 
the inclement weather to which I had been exposed, would have 
been the death of five hundred other men. 

A few day? after my return I took a stroll into the town, and in 
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passing the "Globe Hotel," was accosted by Mr. Thomas Giles 
and Mr. Weaver, who informed me that four men had landed from 
a boat towards the sonthem end of Yorke's Peninsula, and had 
engaged themselves to work for Mr. Bowden on his sheep-station. 
Their account of themselves was considered improbable, and alto- 
gether they bore a very suspicions appearance. They stated they 
were whalers, and to tne south of Kangaroo Island had been fast to 
a whale, which dragged them out of sight of their ship and the 
island; that they were obliged to cut the line, and bore up as 
they supposed in the direction they would find the vessel, and kept 
on until they entered the gulf, and landed on the peninsula hoping 
to get food, having none on board the whale-boat ; that they found a 
stranded whale calf on the beach, on which they lived several days, 
and kept along the coast until they met with Mr. Bowden. 

This tale, however, I at once pooh-poohed, because I knew no 
boat ever leaves a whaling-ship with four men in her as a crew to 
attack a whale — the complement being always six or seven men. I 
therefore decidedly expressed an opinion that the fellows were the 
four Tasmanian bushrangers, who must have stolen a boat from the 
whaler and landed on the peninsula. Having formed this impres- 
sion, I decided to send a policeman disguised as a shepherd to 
Bowden's station, with a description of the men forwarded by the 
Tasmanian Government ; and as Mr. Weaver was returning to 
Torke's Peninsula in the cutter Midge which sailed that even- 
ing, it was arranged that the policeman should at an appointed 
hour nieet Mr. Weaver on board the vessel and offer his services as 
a shepherd, and after a pretence of disagreeing about the amount 
of wages demanded, &c., he was eventually to engage him, to throw 
off suspicion as to his vocation. 

As such a service required much caution and prudence, as well 
as courage, I on my return to the barracks at once selected Police- 
trooper Farrell — wno had served in a foot regiment during the war 
in Portugal, and subsequently in her Majesty's service — to perform 
the dangerous duty, and instructed him m the part he was to act, 
and ordered him, as soon as he had seen the suspected men, if they 
answered the description, to forward a letter to me, on receipt of 
which I would immediately sail for Yorke*s Peninsula with a party 
of poHce, and effect their capture. I likewise impressed upon him 
the necessity of assuming the swagger and characteristics of a 
bushman, and to avoid his upright and soldierly carriage. 

About an hour after I had given him the foregoing instructions, 
my attention was called to an imusual noise and uproarious 
laughter in the barrack-yard, and on looking through the window 
to ascertain the cause, I perceived that Farrell was just quitting 
the yard dressed in the most grotesque manner, with an old cab- 
bage-tree hat, ragged blue shirt, dirty moleskin overalls, a swag of 
blankets across his shoulders, and carrying a " billy " in his hand. 
When the commissioner, of police attended office the following 
morning 1 duly made known the information I had received from 

n 2 
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Messrs. GKles and Weaver, and the action I liad taken therenpon, 
in respect to whicli he was perfectly satisfied. 

In the afternoon of the following day I was met in Bandle Street 
by two men, who informed me tnat they had jost arrived from 
]^ngaroo Island, and were the bearers of a letter to me from 
Thompson. I quickly perused its contents, which in effect were that 
the wnaler in search of which we had been with the Lwpwing, had 
put in to Kin^ote, and that the captain had landed to inquire 
after four of his sailors, who had left the ship with four men who 
had joined him off Tasmania, the party, on leaving, having stolen 
one of his boats. This was indeed a further surprise and compli- 
cation, for if eight had left the ship, and four onhr had shown up 
on the peninsula, what had become of the other four P Had they 
been disposed of bv the Tasmanian convicts, and more murders 
been committed ? My first impression on reading the letter was 
that no fresh steps could be -taken until I had information from 
Farrell as to the identity of those he was directed to report upon, as 
they might be the missing sailors, in which case wnere was I to 
look for the bushrangers P 

It being then late in the afternoon, and Captain Dashwood 
having left the office for his residence near Macgill, I was placed in 
a dilemma ; but considerini^ that no time should be lost in getting 
communication with Farrell, I decided to wait upon his Excellency 
the Governor. In the first place, however, I desired the boatmen 
who brought the letter to convey mj thanks to Thompson for bis 
prompt action in sending the intelligence which he had done, and 
that it would not be forgotten; and at once proceeded to Government 
House and had an interview with the governor, who expressed him- 
self much pleased at the prompt action in sending the disguised 
policeman to Bowden's station, and further considered it impera- 
tive that I, with such a force as I might consider necessary, should 
start in the Lnpwirig without delay, and there and then he wrote a 
letter to Captain Lipson, instructing him to prepare and despatch 
the Lajjwvng to convey me and my party to Oyster Bay, and remain 
there under my directions. In less than an hour after receiving his 
Excellency's instructions I had made every preparation for the 
expedition, and started with the following four police- troopers. 
Bold, Floffden, South, and Morgan, who by my orders wore blue 
shirts and overalls over their uniform, each man being well armed 
with carbine, pistol, and sufficient ammunition, not forgetting 
the necessary adjuncts to a policeman's equipment, Le., han£ 
cuffs. 

On arrival at the port, the cutter was fitted out with such quick 
despatch that we were enabled to sail that evening. In selecting 
the men I had the highest opinion of to accompany me, I con- 
sidered that with Farrell, who of course would^jom me on the 
peninsula, the strength of the party was sufficient to cope with 
the outlaws ; and in this I was not deceived, as the sequel will 
show. 
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The wind and weather fortunately proved very propitious durine 
the night, and by early dawn we were approaching Ovstet Bay, and 
when about five miles from there we perceived two small cutters dredg- 
ing for oysters. Not wishing to be recognized as the Government 
cutter with police on board, I ordered the men to keep below, and 
the gaff- topsail to be taken down. On consulting with Captain 
Smith, he mformed me that the Lapwing was often taken for the 
CTxitQt Elizabeth ; whereupon I suggested that he should hail the 
fishing-boats, and upon the men asking the name of our craft, he 
was to answer, " The Elizabeth^ with stores for Bowden." This ruse 
was accordingly adopted, and we sailed on without apparently 
exciting any doubts as to the cutter being any other than that 
which was represented. After sailing south, and parallel with the 
coast for a few miles, we sighted the Midget a'^<l <^^st anchor about 
half a mile away from her to avoid raising any suspicion of the 
object of the visit ; this was especially necessary, as a dray was 
seen on the beach, with several men receiving stores from the 
Midge, and thinking it not improbable that the men we were in 
pursuit of might be of the party. Under the circumstances, 
therefore, I was much puzzled what step to take to obtain infor- 
mation of Farrell, and at last decided to despatch Captain Smith 
to communicate with the captain of the Midge, and to invite him 
to return with him to the Lapvring, He was also to inform him 
that Mr. Tolmer and some police were on board, and that we were 
on an expedition to secure four desperate bushrangers — that he 
might be aware how much caution was required to be exercised. 

When Captain Smith returned with the captain of the Midge, I 
explained in what a critical situation the few inhabitants on the 
st-ations were placed — ^his own wife and children included, who were 
on Mr. Weaver's station — until these desperadoes were secured. I 
then pressed him to assist me, by leaving his vessel in charge of his 
men, and to go at once to Mr. Weaver's head station to ascertain 
what progress Farrell had made, and if he could get a sight of him 
to inform him, as well as Mr. Weaver, that I had arrived with a 
party of police, but to keep the matter quite secret from others, to 
return as quickly as possible, and if after dark, to raise two fires on 
a gentle rise which I pointed out. The captain willingly consented, 
and started without oelay. 

I kept pacing the deck all night, and anxiously watched for the 
signal-fires on shore, but none were made. Soon after daybreak, 
the same cart, which the captain of the Midge told me was from 
Mr. Weaver's station, and not from Bowden's, came down to 
the beach for a load of stores, and as the captain did not arrive at 
the same time, I became very anxious about Farrell ; and, on the 
cart disappearing with its load, I decided to put an end to the 
suspense, and ordered my men to prepare to land. We then got 
into the ship's boat, and were pulled towards the shore ; but in 
consequence of the shallowness of the water, we had to wade 
several hundred yards to land, and then immediately ran tinder 
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cover, in a gully close at hand, to tHe right, and squatted down behind 
a solitary shea oak which grew there. We had not reached the 
spot many minntes, when I heard a quick footstep approaching, 
and on peeping behind the trunk of the shea oak I was overjoyed 
to perceive that it was the captain of the Midge, and when near 
enough signalled him in a suppressed voice, whereupon he quickly 
tamed and joined us. I then gathered that Farrell was not at 
Weaver's head station, but had been despatched to one of Bowden's 
stations for some cabbage plants, which he had promised to Mr. 
Weaver, who thought sending him on such an errand would enable 
him to see the men ^vithout his real business being suspected ; but 
Farrell had not returned. This information made me more and 
more anxious about the fate of Farrell, and decided me upon starting 
immediately for Mr. Weaver's head station. 

After following the dray track for about seven miles, we came in 
sight of Weaver's Lagoon, and as we approached the station a 
number of kangaroo dogs rushed out and gave notice of our pre- 
sence, on which Mr. Weaver came out of his hut, and a number of 
men out of another, it being dinner time. Mr. Weaver then, with 
tact and forethought, addressed me by name, in such a manner as 
to convey surprise to his men, as he did not wish them to suspect 
he had received information from the captain of the Midge of the 
arrival of the police ; and to a question ne put to me, I answered, 
loud enough for all to hear, " We are after some runaway sailors." 
Mr. Weaver then invited me to come in and have some dinner, and 
at the same time desired my men to have some in the men's hut ; 
and upon my immediately following him into the dining-room, he 
said quite excitedly, " Why, in God's name, have you shown your- 
selves P Farrell is expected every minute, and if my men in the 
hut become aware of what you are after, they will be likely to 
sympathize with the bushrangers, and we cannot tell what may 
happen." In reply, I explained the natural feelings of anxiety I 
felt for Farrell's safety, hence my resolve to communicate with mm 
at once, with a view of capturing the four men at Bowden's station, 
if they answered the description given of them. I then asked, '* Is 
there a track from here to Bowden's station P " " Yes, slight 
wheel-marks; one of my men has been between the two places 
through the scrub with a drav. You can have him as a guide. 
You know him ; he is one or the prison class." Whereupon I 
thanked Mr. Weaver for the offer, and gladly accepted the man's 
guidance. As one of the heels of my boot was channg me and was 
very painful, I solicited the use of a horse, which, being granted, 
and immediately saddled, we started, the guide riding anotiier, my 
men following. 

After we had proceeded a few miles, the guide said, " I have lost 

the track." WTiereupon I addressed him thus, "Now, D , you 

are suspected to be a runaway prisoner from Sydney, and as I 
believe you have purposely lost the track, I shall arrest you on the 
charge of being a convict, unless you immediately recover it 
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and render me the assistance I require.** We tlien all set about 
searching for the faint wheel-marks in the grass, which were quickly 

found by my men; and having placed D upon them and 

cautioned him not to lose them again, the journey was resumed. 

After proceeding about a couple of miles further, it being then, 
after sunset, we suddenly heard the furious barking of dogs, which 
the guide said was at Bowden's station. I then ordered a halt, and 
in order to throw off any suspicion of our approach, I directed 

D to gallop up to the hut at once, to account for the sudden 

alarm given to the dogs, and inquire of the inmates if they had 
seen any bullocks about, as some had strayed from Mr. Weaver's 
station ; and at the same time note whether any strangers were ir. 
the hut, and then return immediately, without giving any token 
of any party bein^ in the vicinity. 

To add to my difficulties and perplexity, the mare I rode had a 
foal, which had been followed by a number of Mr. Weaver's horses, 
and kept the confounded dogs in a perfect state of fury. When 

D returned, therefore, with the intelligence that only the 

shepherd and hut-keeper were in the hut, I told him to ride back to 
the station, and drive all the horses before him, mine included. 

On his departure we remained quietly under a bush, as near the 
hut as was prudent, so as to avoid discovering ourselves, and not 
alarm the dogs. After cogitating several hours what was to be 
done, I decided to send Morgan, without his arms, to the hut, 
and, as he had much the appearance of a sailor, having a sou'- 
wester on his head, he was to represent that he had lost him- 
self in attempting to find the station, to which he had been sent 
to give information that the cutter Elizabeth had arrived, with 
stores for Mr. Bowden. He was then to ascertain if Farrell was in 
the hut, to ask for food for himself, and to be allowed to remain all 
night, and during the night to steal out, if he saw a chance, with 
any information he might obtain, so as to relieve my anxiety. 

These instructions he fully carried out, and about one o'clock he 
managed to slip out of the hut without suspicion, and came 
running breathlessly to our hiding-place, and gave the following 
account : " Farrell is in the hut. I have been lying before the fire 
with him. He whispered to me he had been at one of Bowden's 
stations, and had seen two of the men ; they were all right. One 
answered the description completely, even to a very prominent 
mark of a wound in his face and hand. He also heard that the 
other two men were at another station, engaged putting up a hut." 

This of course clearly proved that D had attempted to deceive ; 

and what still more raised my suspicions that he was acting falsely 
towards us, was the fact that about midnight a report o£ a gun was 
heard in the direction of Weaver's station, as if fired as a signal. 
The intelligence I had received from Morgan, however, reassured 
me that there was no danger of the report being heard by the 
bushrangers, as the nearest station at which two of them were, was 
distant about five miles, and the other two seven miles further. 
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I then sent back Morgan to tlie hut, telling him to join me as 
early as poBsible in the morning, with FarrelL 

The r^uier may imagine how I longed for dajbreaJr, which I 
thonght wonld never come, and altogether we paissed a wretched 
miserable night, without food, without fire or blankets, not daring 
even to smoke a pipe. And when the day did break, I was 
tormented with vexation on account of the non-appearance of 
Morgan and Farrell, who only joined us in our ambush about^ 
seven o'clock, and consequently rated them soundly for their 
dilatoriness ; they however, satisfactorily explained, that they had 
considered it better to consent to take breakmst with the shepherd^ 
and see him off with the flock before any suspicion was excited. 
They thoughtfully brought with them also a large piece of damper, 
which we equally divided, and relished amazingly. 

Upon starting we made a long detour to avoid being seen from 
the station, keeping well in the thick timber ; and as we went- 
along, Farrell gave me the following account of his proceedings 
since leaving the barracks : — 

" After leaving Adelaide and preparing myself with a swag and 
disguise, I start^ in one of the poit carts. On the driver stoppings 
at the ' Half- way House,' I saw a gentleman, who answered the 
description of VLx. Weaver, coming out of the house to get into 
another trap, and addressed him, saying, *I am informed you are 
in want of a shepherd P ' to which he replied, * Yes, I am.' After 
some further talt, I was engaged to accompany him to relieve one 
of his shepherds, who had to Leave on account of bad eyes. I went 
on board the cutter with Mr. Weaver, and on landing at Oyster 
Bay assisted the first day in conveying stores from the boat to 
Mr. Weaver's head station, and the next day was sent to an out'^ 
station, where the shepherd with bad eyes had a flock ; but I was 
ordered by Mr. Weaver \o tell the men I had to go to an out- 
station belonging to Mr. Bowden for some cabbage plants, and to 
return with the plants again to the head station, before I took the 
flock from the man with bad eyes. I managed to find Mr. Weaver's 
out-station, and remained there that ni^ht, and as there were only 
two bunks, I bad to roll myself in my blankets before the fire when 
I and the two men turned in. The two mates soon began to talk 
together, supposing me to be asleep. The hut-keeper said to his 
mate, ' I say, as you are goiug to town when this fresh chap takes 
your flock, you might leave some of your things for those poor 
castaways at Bowden's ; they are hard up for things.' To which 
the shepherd replied, * I know they are. I don't mind giving one 
of them a pair of boots ; the chap has his feet bound up in rags,, 
and says tney were hurt on the rocks when they were castaway ; 
and 111 make up a bundle of other things I can spare. The lame 
man is cooking. I left the sheep feeding, and went to their hut 
the other day. I am not to leave till Sunday, and I'll leave the 
things with you.' To which the hut-keeper replied, * I would take 
the things down myself, but I don't know the way.' ' Well, there's 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 73 

an old dray track leads from this hut down there; follow that.' 
I listened to all this eagerly, and in the morning asked the direction 
to Bowden*8 hut, to which I was going for the cabbage plants. I 
had been told that both these men were old lags, and therefore 
knew it would not do to seek any other information from tbem, 
but felt assured I was on the right scent, and so, as soon as I had 
breakfasted, I looked out for the track, and following it some miles, 
sometimes over a shea*oak plain, and sometimes through patches 
of scrub, at length made the hut, and passing an old sheep-yard 
saw a bed of cabbage plants. On entenng the hut I saw the lame 
man at the fire baking a damper, and told him what I was come 
about, and on my sitting down he handed me a pannikin of tea. 
I then asked him what was the matter with his feet P He said» 
they were cut in walking along the sea shore on shells. He then 
told me to go out when I had rested, and help myself to cabbage 
plants ; and after returning with them and tying them up, I sat 
down again. M this time a man came in for his dinner, who 
cast his eyes on me, and muttered defiantly, and took a pistol out 
of his pocket, and seemed to be examining it carefully. I avoided 
any apparent notice of him, but at a glance saw he had a large 
scar on his hand, and one on his face, answering the written 
description I had in my pocket. I assumed a very unconcerned 
look, and left as soon as 1 could without exciting suspicion, and 
arrived back at Weaver's out-station at sundown. Of course I 
was greatly surprised at the appearance of Morgan before we 
turned in, but we carefully assumed towards each other the actions 
of perfect strangers." 

Being now fully satisfied I had got reliable information as to 
the identity of the bushrangers and their whereabouts, it only 
required careful means to be adopted to capture them, without 
bloodshed if possible; and having all my party together, and 
the fullest confidence in their being staunch, and ready to afPord 
me their support in the approaching struggle, I felt greatly elated 
in spirits, and positive of success. 

-Alter wending our way for several miles through thick scrub, 
and a country well timbered with shea oaks, we suddenly came to 
an extensive plain, in the centre of which stood a hut, which 
Farrell said was the station at which two of the men were employed, 
one as cook, and the other in digging a water-hole. I then ordered 
the party to " trail arms," and follow me at the " double quick." 
We were thus proceeding, and had not advanced more than a 
hundred yards, when I perceived a horseman, who Farrell said was 
Mr. Bowden. Fearing he might observe us, we immediately threw 
ourselves flat on the ground, and again resumed the "double" after 
he had disappeared over a slight eminence. Upon reaching the 
gable-end of the hut I rushed quickly to the front door, which was 
closed, on account of a strong wind blowing from the south-west, 
and had to be opened by a string-latch, on pulling which and 
opening the door, I saw a man in the act of putting a leg of mutton 
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into the boiler on the fire* and before lie eoold utter m word I luid 
him throttled and on bia back, and tboa kept bim dawn with mj 
rigbt knee on bia ebeat^ and botdintr a pistol to bis bead thr eate n ing 
to blovr kU brains oat if be made the leaat noiae or jir^Te an alarm. 
The men then qnieklj handcuffed him. and again closed the door. 
This man bad an injured foot wrapped ap in rags, and whenerer I 
cast mj erea towards him be grinned in a moat mjaterimis waj, 
which perplexed me not a Httle, eapedaZIj aa he did not in the 
least answer the description I bad with me, of either of the ioor 
boahrangers. I then ordered perfect silence to lie obeerred in the 
Init, and placed all the men in snch positions bf knocking off loane dE 
the paling, that an j one apprrvicaing from anj qoarter could be 
seen. Morgan placed bimaelf in a bonk otct the fireplace, in 
which a loaded gnn, pistol, and dagger were found. Mj own station 
being the door. 

Daring this time, the prisoner made sereral attempts to speak, 
bat on each occasion I threatened to ailence him with a balL not- 
withstanding which he snddenlj said. ** Yoo're after bnabrangers ; 
joa maj catch three, bat joall not get foar.^ 

I again cautioned him to be silent, after which he remained per- 
fectly quiet, but steadilj kept bis eyes fixed on me with an amnawl 
expression of countenance perfectly puxzling. Morgan, from his 
look-oat, then suddenly gare a whispered notice tliat the horae- 
man we bad prefiously seen was approaching at a canter. He then 
pulled up at the hat, and after apparently making lus horse fast 
came to the door, but could not open it, as the string-latch was 
blown inwards by the force of the wind. I then replaeed the string 
by passing it through the bole, and for the life of me could not help 
laughing aloud, as the circumstance reminded me of the time when 
I was a child in France trying to trap little robin redbreasts in the 
snow, by pulling a string attached to a forked stick and a board. 

When 3lr. Bowden entered the bat, I pounced apon him rather 
roughly, to prerent bis giring anr alarm, and again closed the door. 
He was so astonished at thus \)eing unexpectedly handled, and 
seeing the men perched here and there about the hut, that he 
seemei perfectly paralyzed with fear. I quickly explained, how- 
ever, by informing him that I was the inspector of police, armed 
with warrants for the arrest of four men in his employ who were 
charaed with being runaway convicts and murderers, adding^^- 

•* There lies one of them already secared.** 

I then solicited him to give bis best assistance in taking 
the other three, which he promised to do, bat subsequently was 
nlnotant. 

^ In answer to my interrogatories, be said he did not observe us 
in the plain, and that the man at the water-bole was not aware of 
ear presence, and would come in for dinner shortly. 

Accordingly we had not long to wait, when Morgan gave notioe 

two men were approaohiuflr, one with a straw baton, the other 

a handkerohief on his head. 
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In answer to my question, Mr. Bowden said the man with the 
straw hat was the mate of the prisoner. 

The first to open the door, however, was the one with the hand- 
kerchief, who, before he coiild make an exclamation or utter a 
wovd, I throttled, and then hurled sideways as I rushed out to the 
other man, who was stooping to wanh his hands. Before he could 
rise I sprang on his back and pinioned his arms ; he struggled 
hard, however, to seize a weapon he had in his right-hand pocket, 
which proved to be a razor blade, lashed to a piece of wood as a 
handle, and kept in a leather case ; but with the assistance of 
Morgan and another we succeeded in handcuffing the ruffian before 
he could reach it. 

The fellow was a short thick-set man with a villainous counte- 
nance, and in all respects tallied with the description of the despe- 
rado Lynch. I then charged him with being Lynch, a runaway 
convict from Tasmania, and subsequently with inshranging ani 
murder ; to which he made no reply, but looked demon-like. Both 
prisoners were then handcuffed together, and jjlaced under guards. 

Having successfully achieved this little exploit — ** act the nrst " — 
we then made some tea, and helped ourselves to the leg of mutton, 
which by this time was cooked a merveille and as most of us had 
had nothing to eat or drink for eight-and-forty hours, we relished 
the repast wonderfully ; food also was offered to the prisoners, but 
they refused to eat. 

Being now anxious to know every particular respecting the other 
two convicts, I (questioned Mr. Bowden, and gathered that he left 
them that morning, with the intention of calling at the hut at which 
we then were, and tiiience going to the head station for a shovel, and 
return next morning. They were engaged building a stone hut for 
him near the coast, about seven miles off, and were well armed with 
guns and revolvers, which they took special care to keep clean and 
efficient ; and in answer to a remark of his expressing surprise at 
the circumstance, they said they were afraid of the blacks, and 
wished to be prepared in case of being attacked. Pending the 
erection of the building, they occupied a tent-tarpaulin, under 
which their arms were carefully kept. 

As soon as we had finished our meal, I requested Mr. Bowden to 
guide us to where the men were encamped, but to my astonish- 
ment he then demurred, making several paltry excuses, such as 
having to get a shovel, and a fear that the bushrangers might sus- 
pect treachery if he unexpectedly returned, thereby placing his life 
m jeopardy, &c. ; each objection and surmise, however, I quickly 
met by pointing to a shovel in the fireplace, which he could take, 
and explaining that in order to account for his sudden return, it was 
easy to say that a number of sheep had been lost, and a search for 
them must be made at daybreak. Seeing that he was still reluc- 
tant, I intimated that unless he willingly afforded the assistance 
I required I should be compelled to impress him in the Queen's 
tiame, wherei^n he consented. 
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An imm<Hlinto Htnrt wtun then luudo. Mr. Uowvlou Itnvding on 
horsobuok, mvitolf wnlkiu^ iUoug»ulo. und tho prisoners following' 
under tho charjjt* of Uio iKnioi^-inHUH^rs*. 

Tho oountrv In^twoiMi tno vtution wo hftd h»ft and tho idivco to 
which wo wort) ^>ing. wus tUmottt an muutorrtipUnl K>vol» and thickly 
timborotl witli iihoa ivtikn. and <ui thoriMvan uotnick. it wat^ a ditHcult 
matter withont a ooniiH^s to tlnd tho way» unloeitf one wa« iH'rfoctly 
cool and colkvt<Hl. 

After imnvoding thns for aUnit throt* union. 1 bocanio awaro by 
tho Hun that wo wore " Inuin^ tho couiimttd/* and calUnl Mr. 
Bowdon's attention to onr ctmr»o Inung in a diivotion diametrically 
»site to that in which wo tir»t nturUnh Whonmpon ho fmukly 
ittoil that ho wan einifuKod and hail Kwit \m way. 

In n»ply to my in^uirion. however, ho wiid ho tiu>u>jht ho could 
find hin wav back \a^ tho htit IVtuu Nvhieh wo had started, which ho 
eventually ilid by foUowiu|r tho 8hiH^)>- track m. 1 then ankinl him to 
ixnnt out the exact dinvtion in which the primmer** mate* wort 
oucamjHHl; having atiivrttiino^l by tlie luu Umt this Nvati ti) nouth- 
oa^t. 1 uHsumed the ^uidanct^ and onoo nutre dtarUnli ami aUmt dunk 
made thocimHt at a ^init which Mr. Uowden vaid wan a «hort din* 
tauci^ Xo tho HoutliNvtird of t^ie place we nought ; conHOiiuontly wo 
tlien turned northwaixl. and afU^r travelling on the table«laml alK>ut 
a mile wo suddenly came to a nwampy higt^on, on the othor side of 
which Mr. Uowden wvid the nien weiv encam|HHl. Aftor reiHmuoi- 
tring tho place, I jtulgod it wum tu^t nu^re than a quarter of a milo 
acrt>.M8 ; and an the buHhrnng^^rit nutttt inevitably have noon uh if wo 
had attcmptetl to cr\v*!i it» tlunv being no ambush. I vUnnded upon 
going round, although that would obligt^ ttn to travel at leivnt four 
milcM further. Acconlingly we again inoved on. skirting the iwamp, 
and ktvping well out of Mikrbt in the tinUn^r. 

Upon nHvchiug the furthoHt end we dintiiu^tly lunvixl tho sound 
of an nxe, whiv^h Mr. Howden said wan the bunhmngers cutting 
woo^l for the night ; couMotpiently* thinking it would be itntirudont 
to advance any neaivr with the two pri««oner««, as they miglit pro- 
b*iblv give an alarm. I tiiHloivtl a halt, anddiiHvted Farrtdl, Flogaon. 
anvllloldtotake charge of the i»riHo»uu"s, and tu^t ntir ftH»mtho»iH>t 
until they heanl tiring, when they were immediat-^^ly to apttnmch 
IK quickly as |H)HHible. and in the event of the prisvmVrs attempting 
to OHcaiH* they were authorised to sluH»t them. 1 then enjoineu Mr. 
Bomlen U> comply with xwy dinvtaons, which worts to sUirt off 
at a hand-gallop. Iw which means the sound of the horso*s hoofii 
would cover the appruvch t)f tuyself and the two ju^licemen. and 
wliott ho ptilUnl tip at the tout, say \\^ the men, •' Hew s the shovel,** 
and thrtm it down, lulding. " We have to l>e out early in tlio morn- 
ing sheepOmntiugi as some have been lost." Aft-t^r Which ho waii 
to go and hobbleliis ht)rse, aud on tvt\trning act in his usual oaro- 
loM mautter-^say he felt cold and hungry, and ortler them to make 
a Uaaiag Hro and fry somo mutton cho{ls, lK?eause (as it wai then 
*k) wo ihouldbo Mter able to see the men \ whilst on the. other 
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hand tbere would be less chance of their seeing ns, on account of 
the strong lurid light, and the hissing of the frying meat drowning 
the sound of any noise we might inadvertently make in approach, 
ing the tent. 

Having thus given Mr. Bowden the above instructions, and 
explained the reasons for adopting them, he faithfully promised to 
adhere to them. We then advanced together some distance further, 
and when within about a quarter of a mile from the tent I desired 
him to start, which he did, we running behind as fast as we could, 
and when he pulled up we stopped behind a thick bush ; thus, by 
this manoeuvre, we had reached within a hundred yards of the tent. 
I then thorougldy explained to Morgan and South how I wished 
them to act. The rest of the distance was to be gained by 
crawling on our stomachs ; Morgan was to follow me, and 
South him, and when I rose they were to do the same, and by a 
wave of the hand South was to rush to the right of the tent, 
and Morgan and myself to the left. I next ordered the carbines 
to be left in the bush, and the handcuffs to be carried in the 
hand unsprung. I then especially impressed upon them, that 
when the rush was made, each was to select his man, and think 
of nothing else except handcuffing him as he would a drunken 
scoundrel, whilst with my pair of pistols they might safely rely upon 
me defending them if in any danger. 

Having fully recovered our breath after the sharp " burst " in 
following the horse, and with full confidence in each other, we com- 
menced nearing the back of the tent, being careful to avoid every 
dry twig or other obstruction so as not to make a noise, and then 
paused after reaching the tarpaulin to observe. A little to the 
right, sitting at the fire, was one of the bushrangers lighting his 
pipe, whom it was almost laughable to watch, because although there 
was not a breath of air to disturb the foliage even, Still the fellow's 
head turned from right to left constantly with the greatest rapidity, 
as if his ear had caught the sound of an approaching step. The 
other man I could not see, as he was directly in front of the tar- 
paulin and was frying chops ; neither could I see our late guide, 
who, apparently, was sitting at the opening and talking. 1 then 
whispered to Morgan, whose head touched my feet, to pass the 
order to South that he was to secure the man with the pipe. I then 
silently rose, and when each had also risen and were prepared for 
the rush, I quickly gave the signal ; in springing forward, however, 
I did not see a shea oak branch in consequence of the glare of the fire, 
and it caught me on the shin-bone, and in recovering myself, I made a 
desperate spring which caused me to stagger into the fire and upset 
the frying-pan, by which a great blaze was made. Morgan and 
South then sprang upon their men, and closed with them as I had 
instructed. In the struggle, Rogers the leader of the gang (a most 
powerful man) coidd not be secured ; and as I rushed to Morgan's 
assistance the villain seized my left thumb with his teeth and uirew 
himself bodily, with his immense weight, upon me. This caused 
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such a piece of legerdemain is of commoii occurrence among 
convicts. 

After an early breakfast I impressed Mr. Bowden with his horse 
and cart on the public service, and having placed the four prisoners 
in it, we made a start, keeping along the cliffs towards Oyster Bay, 
Much trouble, however, was occasioned by the jibbing horse, which 
occasionally rushed on, and then suddenly stopj^ed, which spas- 
modic attempts at progression afPorded the prisoners much merri- 
ment, as we were sometimes left at a considerable distance 
behind ; consequently, to put a Stop to it, I ordered Kogers and 
Eiley to alight and walk, guarded \>j Troopers Bold, Morgan, 
and South, Trooper Farrell being alongside of Mr. Bowden in the 
cart, and myself and Flogden following behind on foot. 

From the continued irregularity in the advance of the brute, 
however, the walking rear party were frequently left behind ; there- 
fore I had each time to order a halt until they came up. On one 
of these occasions, when just about to give the order to move 
onwarda, Morgan said, ** Please, sir, Eogers asks for the use of a 
knife to ease the heel of his boot, which is hurting him." Upon one 
being handed to him he commenced to operate on his right boot ; 
to do so he had to lean down and forwards, and the prisoner Riley 
being handcuffed to him, had also to do the same. Whilst the men 
were in this position, Morgan by signs called my attention to 
Rogers ; by this I understood something was wrong, and therefore 
considered it prudent to order both prisoners to get into the cart 
again ; and as we resumed the journey Morgan was able to explain, 
that when the prisoners were stooping he overheard Kogers 
whisper to Riley " Are you game ? " to which he replied, ** Yes." 
When the prisoners were afterwards securely placed on board the 
cutter, I questioned Rogers as to what he had meant by " Are yon 
game ? *' when he burst into a roar of laughter, saying, " Ah ! yon 
and your men had a narrow escape." 

In order that the reader may comprehend the cunningly 
planned stratagem the position of the guards and prisoners must 
be fully understood : two policemen followed close to the two 
prisoners on foot with shouldered carbines, and each a pistol out- 
side in the belt ; two guards similarly armed in the cart, Farrell 
without arms riding in front, the prisoners being handcuffed right 
hand to left hand, suddenly they were to have quickly wheeled 
round, and, aided by the rapid rate of progression, the pohce 
and prisoners would have instantly been placed breast to breast, 
and before the police could possibly have time to act, their pistols 
wonld have been snatched from their belts, and themselves shot ; 
then instantly seizins the two carbines they were to despatch two 
™^^ ?i *^® partv and secure their arms ; so that if they had only 
parpaMy succeeded there would have been bloodshed, and they, as 
desperate men, were prepared to sell their lives in a last bold 
t^ahJ^^;. ^J?ew added, " If we had failed in gaining our Hberty, 
we 8J2oui(2 At least have had the satisfaction of revenge." 
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It was subsequently ascertained that these men were seen and 
recognized by some person on shore to go on board the whaler. 
Hence the action taken by the Tasmanian Government in despatch- 
ing the two policemen to Adelaide with warrants for their arrest. 
The captain, after shipping these men, did not report himself at 
any Tasmanian port, because there were strong reasons to suppose 
he was aware he. had taken into his service escaped prisoners, 
although ignorant of their hellish character. Nevertheless, he 
knew perfectly well it was against the law, and that he was 
running a risk of a heavy fine, which, I believe, was eventually 
imposed. 

After the above addition to his crew the captain again bore up 
for Kangaroo Island, which he sighted some days afterwards before 
sundown, the weather being calm. On turning in he set the 
usual watch of four men, including the mate. About midnight 
each of these sailors was suddenly throttled, and a pistol presented 
to his head, with threats of instant death if they gave the least 
alarm. On the sailors finding themselves in this position they 
obeyed the orders of Rogers, who was the leader, and lowered the 
quarter-boat, which was fitted out complete, with oars, sail, bis- 
cuits, water, and compass, ready to be lowered. Whilst they were 
being forced on board, Eogers stood at the companion steps with 
a whale lance in his hands, ready, as he said, to kill the captain 
if he came on deck. On the boat pushing ofE he jumped into the 
sea and swam to the boat, prior to which he had lashed the helm 
of the ship so as to keep her on the same tack. In compliance 
with his orders the boat was steered in the direction of Kangaroo 
Island, which they rea<5hed some hours after leaving the ship. 

The night being very dark, and not knowing the nature of the 
coast at the south-west point of the island, or the heavy current 
setting in upon its dangerous rocks, the boat became unmanagable, 
and was dashed on the rocks and smashed to pieces. One of the 
sailors and the fourth man of the bushrangers were drowned ; two 
of the sailors landed without injury, but the other one, who was 
taken on to Yorke's Peninsula, was cast with his feet on sharp 
rocks, and p^ceived rather a severe cut. Bogers, Lynch, and 
Riley were ^Iso carried on to the rocks, and escaped without in- 
jury, but nothing was saved out of the boat. The two sailors lost 
no time in taking to the bush to escape from their forced com- 
panions, and kept on travelling eastward at the best speed they 
could make through the scrub. The sailor who had his foot cut 
was so disabled as to be hardly able to walk, and so could not 
make his escape with his comrades. 

Soon after daybreak the three bushrangers, with their lame 
captive, skirted i^e coast where the Cape Borda Lighthouse now 
shows its light, and in time reached Western Biver, hving on such 
shell-fish as the rocks afforded. At this place (due south from the 
AlUiorpe's) a settler named McCullum was residing, engaged at 
the time in buUding a schooner, to whom they applied for food 
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and relief, after concocting a pitiful tale of their wT«cka(p and 
misfortanes. This kind Samaritan shoired them ererf ho^ttoUtf, 
and entertwnod the wrecked sBilora for several daja ; Gnt one 
momina, on turning out, he found, to hia sorrow, that the fonr 
men whose misfortunes had so ranch excited his compassion, hod 
made him a return for his kindness b; absenting themselves, and 
stealing his only boat, and in addition also agon, anunonition, 
«nd 258., the only money he had in the hut. With the boat they 
crossed to Yorke'a Peninsnla, and in this trip made use of their 
obptive sailor. 

On landing thej abandoned the boat, leaving it high and d^, 
and travelled along the beach in a northerly direction, nnder the 
supposition that it would lead them to Adelaide. They hod not 
been able to secure anv stock of provisions, and so were soon hard 
np. They hod, after landing, passed a stranded whale calf, some 
ot the Sesh of which they carried with them, their sole subsistence. 
After following the coast for some days, and meeting with no 
settlement, and despairing of being able to reach any inbabitonts, 
they retraced their st^ps to get a further snpply of food from the 
caruasB of the voang whale. On the eighth day after landing they 
started inland, and soon came npon sheep-tracks, whioh they 
followed, and eventually reached one of Mr. Bowden's sheep- 
etations, whose owner gave them food, and subseqaently engaged 
them to work for him, taking Lynch and the lame sulor to an 
ont-statjon, where ho required a dam to be constructed, and Rogers 
and Riley to build a hut and make yards at a new station he 
wished to form near the coast, and not ixr from Oyster Bay. 
This statement was entirely confirmed by the sailor sent by the 
Government to identify the bashrangers, who added, that after 
escaping from Rogers, Riley, and Lynch, and leaving his injured 
oompanion with tnem, he and his mate pushed on through the 
oornt), and missed MoCollum's residence on Western River, and 
made the oout after crossing that river more inland, existing on 
■hell-flih, and afterwards kept to the coast until tikey reached 
HeManBar. 

' Ob aninnfl at the bay. they saw to their joy their own ship 
nl atielior. iiiid ilx Boiin a» they ccmlil tliey reported themselves to 
tbi>ir wiiitoiii. wlio a]ij.*i>ared tol.x>licvo tkeir tale, and snbeeqaently 
8«nt one of Ihera with a lett4<r to the Qovemment in Adelaide, 
oontoiuiiui the whole of the circa mst^iuoes connected with tbe case. 
H w«i_ detained, and forwarded to Yorke'e Peninaola, &■ 

I impresa upon xne and nf 
<lliad gai'iixl ■" Tasmania, tbe Q^^tA^u 

"" * '; that they and ttr^towwi 

L' ■'hfera,'' »«A. V^;-;^;™ miA* 
bad taken tQ.^>iis. '~ -^tew* 
revoMang mnnBojasT^^ ^^ iiili« 
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one occasion at a time when the four had found shelter in a lone 

and nnoccnpied hut on a blustering and rainy night and when short 

of meat, two of them, Rogers and Lynch, started to the nearest 

sheep-station to steal a sheep, Shortly after their departure on 

that errand, the two who remained in the hut heard a knock at the 

door, and a demand for the door to be opened in the name of the 

police, whereupon Eiley seized his gun, saying to his mate, " Yes, 

I'll police you,'* Ac, and opening the door suddenly shot the officer, 

who was an inspector of police, through the brain, and wounded 

the constable who accompanied him, though he managed to 

escape. It is very probable that the murdered inspector and his 

man were not aware of the characters who were temporarily 

occupying the hut, or they would not have so carelessly exposed 

themselves, because at an attempt to take them which had occurred 

a very short time prior to this fatal night, the police and some of the 

inhabitants at Port Sorrel had been engaged in a regular skirmish 

"vnth the four outlaws, and one of the police was killed, the 

remainder driven off, and some of them wounded. Lynch was 

wounded in the face and hand on that occasion. 

Not long after Kiley had shot the inspector, Rogers and Lynch 
returned carrying a slaughtered sheep, and stuim)ling over the 
dead body lymg across the doorway, exclaimed, — 
** Hallo ! "mio have you got here P " 

** Only a policeman ! 

^Gy next coolly and deliberately divulged the plan they had 

devised — ^to be put in practice after they had recruited themselves 

^ Jtfr. Bowden*8 employment— of effecting their exit from Yorke's 

■jt^eninsula, which was perfectly feasible. On one of the return 

"trips of the Midge, they and their prisoner the sailor, were to 

.g^fce Oyster Bay before daybreak, and taking one of the shore 

^J>at8, ^ which were in fine weather always handy, get silently 

pj.^^fi^®^de the Midge, surprise the captain, and despatching him, 

fo^^^ the two sailors ordinarily on board; having succeeded so 

sail f^^^^^ delay they were to up anchor and away, making 

^f ti ^^ Western Australia, where on gaining a favourable part 

wonli^ ^ast, and first cutting the throats of the three sailors, they 

^atiS ®'^ *^® Midge, and escape in the small boat, and on 

authorS,-^^ settlement, represent themselves as castaways to the 

fiaewft J* ®®» with the ultimate intention and hope of obtaining pas- 

such s^^^ *^ P^n such deliberate murders, and then to boast of 
is want'^^^*^^ depravity, is almost beyond credence, and language 
"^olfia-i/^^ *^ sttfficiently express deep enough abhorrence of such 

forwaSl^**®^?' ^P^^i the arrival of the cutter at the port, I 

siicceBB^ ^ letter to the commissioner of poHce reporting the 

^eaw iT^ captux-e of the bushrangers, and advising that extra 

from o^^^^ J^^^l^i be placed on them before they were removed 

^ Doara the cutter. In due time Captain Dashwood arrived, 
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with Use gorenoor of the ga^ (tine la^ Ifr. AsSitotiX Iningixig a 
bb^kemitol acd hearj irons, vhich weidbed fiftj pounds eadb, axkd 
these were riveted on the I^ of the toree men. Afier a noagis- 
teHal investigataon had been held, when their idantity was prored 
z» ^Jtyt men lor wboee captare the Tasmanian Groremment ha4 
offered a reward of 100/. eaeh« ihisj ^^st^ remanded to Hohart 
Town. Thej were transferred to the chax^pe <^ Jir. Ashton 
and ordered into the boat alongside, to be eonref ed to Addaide 
gaol, there to remain nntil a Teseel coold be proeoied to ship 
them to Hobart Town, to be tried on the charges kid against 
them. 

To gire a farther instance of the desperate character of theae oat- 
laws, after the prisoners Hilej, Lynch, and Mr. Ashton and polioe 
had got into the boat alongside the cotter, which had been anchored 
in the stream, Rogers, who was last to follow, and was a man of at 
iMst fonrteen stone weight in addition to his hea^ irons, made a 
leap into the boat from the deck of the cntter, with the intention 
of Knocking a hole in her bottom, and thns to end their gnilty lives, 
with the chance of drowning some of the polioe ; bot fortanately 
the boat was strong enough to withstand \kii^ shock, which 
throQ^h the massive irons on his lees, mast have been severe 
enon^ to the raffian himself. Tbej however safely- reached the 
shore, and were qoicklj thence conveyed to Adelaide, and lodged 
in gaol. 

The Government, mindf alof the desperate characters of these men, 
chartered as qaickly as possible a vessel, commanded by Captain. 
Cameron, to convey them to Hobart Town. When the ship was ready 
for sea the prisoners were escorted by a parbr of mounted police 
to Port Adelaide,aad secarely placed in the nold on the stone ballast, 
and their heavy shackles made fast to the chain cable, to prevent 
their doinj^ any mischief. They were onder the charge of a sergeant 
of foot police, and he had troopers Farrell and Morgan under him. 
The three prisoners not only kept up their assumed jolly defiance 
of all the inisery which their reckless conduct had rendered necessary 
to be inflicted upon them, but also as to the speedy and certain 
retribution to which they were approaching. On the vessel reach- 
ing Hobart Town thev kept up the same line of conduct. The 
news of their capture nad preceded them, and as may be supposed 
there was a large concourse of people to see such notorious 
characters land. It might also have oeen expected of them that 
they would have shown anything but good will towards their 
captors, but in carrying out their eccentricities they elected to do 
ihem the greatesthonour in their power, as on the cuard of Tasmanian 
police coming on deck, tiie prisonerp, who had been brought up, 
%4drai0ed them in the most cootemptuous language in their 
4mlan% and decLned their escort, desirinp V> tje conducted to 
^ the gallant iSouth Australian polrmce, w\io had done in 
' what the z^niserable Tasmaniais. lotceB had failed to 
•" Xii696 atv xnen, y oxl ore a set ^"^ «^^\eta whom we 
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defied for years," Ac, &c. It may be liere explained that tlie police 
of that colony were then principally men who had gone through the 
prison discipline, and were in consequence treated as traitors to 
their order. 

Well, the Adelaide men had the honour of acting as guards, the 
Hobart Town police following. It will be seen by the Tasmanian 
papers, that these misguided men were <juickly brought to trial for 
murders committed and for bushrangmg under arms, and were 
found guilty, condemned, and hung at Hobart Town. 

The Tasmanian people, as was afterwards made known in 
Adelaide, expected that I would have accompanied the ^ards and 
prisoners to Hobart Town, when it was intended to have given a pub- 
lic reception and dinner to myself and the men who had so bravely 
support-ed me, and shared the hardships and danger in the capture 
of tne ruffians, as well as to have conferred on me a grant of land 
at Port Sorrell ; but Captain Dashwood selected one of the foot 
police who was totally unconnected with the capture, to go in my 
stead. And when the Tasmanian Government forwarded to the 
Government of South Australia the reward which had been offered, 
100/. for each man captured, it was appropriated as follows : — ^to 
myself 252., to each of the five men who accompanied me, 15Z., 
und to the sergeant who had charge of the prisoners on board 
ship, 15/., thus adding insult to injury. What became of the 
l)alance I never knew. 

The reader will naturally surmise that this official would have 
ut least in some way acknowledged the zeal and meritorious con- 
duct of his subordinates which had resulted in the successful cap« 
"ture of these bloodthirsty villains. Not so, however. There is 
not a record in the police commissioner's office referring to the 
circumstance. I of course felt indignant at the time, and resented 
the premeditated slight, and in consequence, he became my bitter 
and obdurate foe. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

Advantag>es of a keen faculty of smelling — ^A mutinous crew — Oatrages in 
the Port Lincoln district — Successful operations — Capture of the cul- 
prits — Appointed police commissioner and magistrate — Trial, convic* 
' tion, and execution of the murderers of Captain Beevor. 

An announcement having been made in the public journals that 
'Bome races were to come off at Salisbury on a certain day, I pro- 
ceeded thither on the 23rd October, 1848, to enter my young colt 
Wanderer, a son of Norah, my famous trotting mare, for one of thd 



86 REMINISCENCES OF AN AD VENTURO US 

races. Some distance on the road beyond the Dry Creek pnblic- 
honse, kept by a person named Fuller, I observed a Ught spring 
cart with two men in it, proceeding in the same direction as my- 
self, and pushed on to overtake them. I had hardly done so when 
one of them turned round and perceived me, and upon recognizing 
the police uniform I wore, the cart instantly deviated from the 
road and was driven over a bank, and then continued to foUow 
a course parallel with the road, at a slow pace through bad 
ground. 

A pretty strong wind was blowing at the time from the south- 
west^ and as I trotted past the cart, I heard something knock about 
in it, and being to leeward, a gust of wind brought from it a strong 
odour which unmistakably came from iUicit spirits. To throw off 
any suspicion that I had detected the contents of the Cart, I rode 
on about a mile ahead, turning about whenever any vehicle passed, 
that I might observe without alarming the parties in the spring 
cart. At length I noticed the cart had left the road and was pro- 
ceeding at a rapid pace across the plains in the direction of Salis- 
bury, evidently with the intention of getting out of my way ; there- 
npon I immediately galloped after it, and as I approached, it was 
pulled up and one of the men got out, the other then drove off 
again, whom I pursued, calling on him to stop in the Queen's 
name, which he aid, and in answer to my interrogations said ** he 
did not know what was in the casks, but that they belonged to the 
man who had got out of the cart." 

" Oh, indeed ! " I said ; ** at all events 111 make sure of yon. Yon 
are my prisoner ; I arrest you for having iUicit spirits in your pos- 
session. Turn the horse and cart round and come with me." After 
proceeding a short distance in this way, a thought struck me that the 
lellow might by some dexterous means take the bungs out and let the 
contents of the casks run, in which case I should fan to ensure a con- 
viction for want of evidence. In this dilemma I ordered the man to 
stop and mount my horse, which he did, and I took his place to drive 
the cart. There were two small casks concealed pnder an opossum 
skin rug. One of the casks leaked spirits, which accounted for the 
strong smell I noticed when first passing the cart. After proceed- 
ing together a little way, I saw the man who had jumped out of the 
oart dnving three bullocks, and drove to where he was. I adked 
him what He meant by driving those bullocks, and threatened to 
take him in costody for cattle-stealing ; to which he replied that he 
t three bollocks and thought tiiey were his, but llien per- 
-nirtalpe. I next inquiied if he knew the man's name 
4HvnV^he cart, and was on my horse. After some 
** George Hooper." I then offa«d him a seat 
^ he willingly accepted, as he was going to town. 
Mlitiiiioe with me, and I encouraged him 
I Jois name (Captain Lawson), whidi on 
i^eiT welU as the person we had long 
j HHMJt diiiidttaiaon somewhere. Upon 
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driving back to where Hooper was halted, Lawson asked him what 
was the matter? to which ne replied " he did not know." I then 
remarked he had a very short memory, and repeated that I had 
seized the horse and cart for conveying ilHcit spirits, and (touching 
my fellow-occnpant of the cart on the shoulder) said, — 

" Of course you knew nothing of that, Lawson P " 

** Certainly not,** replied he. 

I then drove the cart towards the road, and Hooper accompanied 
ns on my horse, and as we proceeded together, Lawson talked a 
good deal about the army. On arriving near the road, I could not 
cross a ditch easily that lay between, and requested him to get out 
of the cart and lead the horse ; he did so, and with an effort I got 
on the road. Whilst we were thus engaged, Hooper leaped my 
horse over the ditch, and galloped off furiously in the direction of 
the Dry Creek ; seeing which, I refused to take Lawson up again, 
but drove off with all speed after Hooper, and as I did so, heard 
him loadly protesting against me for coming the *' old soldier" 
over him. 

Upon reaching the public house at the Diy Creek, I saw my horse 
made fast outside. The poor animal was bleei^g profusely from 
wounds in the shoulder, which the villain had evidently inflicted 
with a knife to increase his speed. As I drew up, I quickly 
rushed into the bar, and demanded where the man was who had 
just left the horse outside ; to which Mr. Fuller replied, that after 
alighting he entered the bar, called for a "nobbier," which he drank 
wiSiout paying for it, and then suddenly rushed through the house 
and thence was seen to run across the fields at the back. Mindful 
of the old adage that ** a bird in the hand is better than two in the 
bush," I at once gave up the idea of following the scoundrel, thinking 
it wiser to remain in possession of my " prize," and having obtained 
the services of the landlord's son to take my horse to the police- 
barracks, I wrote a note and sent by him to Sergeant Bose, to 
bring the Writ of Assistance to me immediately at Hindmarsh, 
and then started off in the cart to the same place, intending to 
search Lawson's residence. This I did on being joined by Sergeant 
Eose, and found there a large cask, which had spirits in it similar 
to that in the small casks, also a bottle which had a coloured liquor, 
such as was used for tinting spirits. These I seized and re- 
moved to the police barracks, and carefully* sealed for production 
in court. 

The following day I saw Captain Lawson, and asked him whom he 
got his spirits from, and thought his answer was, " Sometimes from 
one person, sometimes from another." Not having the least doubt 
that the two casks which I had seized were intended to havebeenleftat 
the next public-house, and as it occurred to me that Captain Lawson 
had very likely left a similar one at Gepp's Cross, en pdsaant before 
I overtook the cart, I ordered Sergeant-Major Alford to accompany 
me to search Gepp's premises the following day, the 2ith October, 
1848, of i^e particulars of which incident I have a vivid recollection. 
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As we drew up at the public-honse, Old Gepp was standing at the 
front door, i at once accosted him by asking him whether he had 
seen any sailors pass by whom we were in pursnit of, for having 
absconded from tneir ship. After meditating a few moments, he 
replied that he thought he had seen four such men ffoing towards 
Gawler. Pretending they were doubtless the men, and that we were 
on the riffht track, I said, *' But before we start, Mr. Gepp, the 
Sergeant-Major and myself will have a glass of brandy and water 
hot, warning him at the same time that unless the water boiled I 
could not dnnk it, as I decidedly objected to lukewarm spirits and 
water. He then withdrew, and apparently mindful of the admoni- 
tion, we heard him blowing the bellows most energetically ; then 
qtlckly seizing the opportunity, I lifted up the trap-door to the 
cellar, down which Altord descended for the purpose of making a 
preliminary examination, after which I was to give him an oppor- 
tune signal to come up again. Gepp in due time brought in the 
two glasses of brandy and water, with which I expressed my satis- 
faction. Observing that Alford was not in the room, he inquired 
where he was. 

" Oh," replied I, " he will be here presently." 
^ Whilst sipping my grog, Gepp still remained in the room chai- 
tinff ; and wishing to get rid of him, I quickly emptied my glass 
ana requested him to replenish it, and when his back was turned, 
I again lifted the trap-door and as Alford came up I anxiously 
inquired, — 

" Well, what did you find P " 

** There's a cask, similar in size to those you seized from Captain 
Lawson, sir," said he ; *' and the place smells awfully of the vile 
stuff." 

Upon Gepp's reappearing in the room, I paid for the glasses of 
grog, and asKed him who his spirit merchant was. 

He replied, " Disher and Milne." 

I then demanded whether he had any illicit spirits in the house P 

" Certainly not," replied he. " I would not have such horrid 
poison in my place." 

" Well, Mr. Gepp, notwithstanding your indignant disclaimer, 
I have reason to believe you have some on your premises, and as 
an officer of her Majesty's customs, and under the authority of a 
Writ of Assistance, I mast search the house (to which he made no 
opposition), and continued, "We will first examine the cellar. 
Flease lift up the trap-door, Mr. Gepp, and lead the way." 

He did so accordingly, and we followed him. Seeing the cask 
the sergeant-major had mentioned, painted blue, I said, " What 
cask is this P " 

** Oh," said he, " that has been left for some person in Gawler 
Town." 

I then told him I seized it in the Queen's name as containing 

imcit spirits, likewise a large square bottle of spirits, which m 

'^ ^ed from the blue cask. I also seized a second 
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cask containing spirits, which appeared to be mixed, imported 
and colonially-£stilled spirits. 

In reply to my question, Grepp said he got that from Disher and 
Milne's. 

I likewise seized other bottles on the shelf in the bar, of which 
I drew the corks, and found their contents to be brandy mixed 
with the same disgusting compound. I then placed Sergeant- 
Major Alford in charge of the premises, informing him that I 
would send a cart as quickly as possible to remove all we had 
seized. When about to mount my horse, Mr. Gepp expressed a 
wish to speak to me, which I granted, cautioning nim, however, 
that he need make no admissions. 

He then said he might as well tell, to prevent others getting into 
trouble, and proceeded to state that he purchased five gallons of 
spirits from Lawson, and mixed it with some he bought from 
I3isher and Milne. 

A few days after the foregoing seizures, a friend living at the 
Beed Beds, mf ormed me that Captain Lawson had been frequently 
seen going to one Searle, with a spring cart, and that he (Searle) 
was suspected of carrying on an illicit still, on account of the 
number of bags of sugar which were seen to be carted to his hut. 
This man was a tenant of Dr. Addison, from whom he rented 
about fifty acres of land, but as only a portion was cultivated, and 
that not sufficient for his family, there arose the rumour. 

Acting upon this information, I proceeded to the Beed Beds on 
the 1st November, 1848, accompanied by Sergeant-Major Alford, 
and saw as we approached. Dr. Addison leaving Searle and going 
towards his own home. I then accosted Searle, and informed him 
that I came in the capacity of aii officer of her Majesty's customs, 
-under the authority of a Writ of Assistance to search his 
premises for a still. He laughed, and said I could do so. In 
a shed attached to the house there were some casks of beer, 
and in the house others, and two bags of sugar. There were, 
besides, a great quantity of empty sugar bags in the house, many 
of them quite fresh. Tney were strewed on the floor as a carpet. 
After a close search to no effect, I asked Searle if he had not any 
other rooms, to which he replied in the negative, but upon stamp- 
ing with my heel on the floor, which produced a hollow sound, I 
cried out, " Hallo, Searle, what do you call that P " to which he 
answered, "Nothing," and laughed. The sergeant-major was 
likewise convinced there was a hollow beneath, from having leaped 
on the floor. I then directed Alford to take up the bricks of which 
the floor was composed. He commenced doing so, and when Searle 
saw that we were determined on doing that, ne took oflt his coat 
and said he would show us. Searle then took down a hook, and 
after scraping some dirt away which concealed a staple in the 
floor, he lifted up a shallow box which concealed an aperture lead- 
ing to a cellar beneath the floor, from which a most suffocating 
odour was emitted. The floor was of brick, on some dirt and straw 
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resting on rongli slal)s that formed the ceiling of the cellar, and 
the box which fitted the opening was paved with bricks to match 
the rest of the floor. The opening was just large enough to admit 
a man. Having procured a light, the sergeant-major and myself 
went down into tne cellar by a ladder under the opening. There 
was in it a large iron pot (fourteen or fifteen gallons) fixed on a 
sort of furnace, and close to it a cask with water in it. There 
were two holes in the water-cask, one large, high up near the boiler, 
and a similar one lower down on the opposite side. From the 
water-cask a leather pipe led up to the surface, and the opening 
through which the water was supplied was afterwards pointed out 
by Searle, in the floor of the skillion. The cellar was under one of 
the two rooms in the house, and the flue from the secret fireplace 
was carried under the floor of the other room into the only chimney 
in the house. There were two other casks in the cellar; they 
contained a sweetish liquor, of which samples were taken in bottles, 
but when produced in court on a subsequent date, it was found to 
have undergone a chemical change and was quite sour. We like- 
wise found a bottle of stuff which Searle said was for colouring 
furniture, and a cask with some kind of white composition, of 
which there was some round the top rim of the boiler, tnis however 
had become quite blackened, probably from the effect of heat, steam, 
or other cause. Upon searching outside the house we found a 
I broken bottle, and the ground wet, smelling strongly as if spirits 
had been spilt there; which caused us to surmise that Searle's 
wife must have thrown the bottle where it was, when we were 
down in the cellar. 

Having taken eveiy precaution for the safe custody of everything 
seized, I left the sergeant-major in charge, and in due time sent 
him assistance from the police barracks, and a cart to remove the 
still, <&c., and without delay laid the necessary informations against 
Lawson, Gepp, and Searle, under the 99th and other sections of the 
Customs Act, which were all sustained, and the defendants fined 
from 100/. to 200/. each. Thus a system of fraud which then 
greatly obtained in the colony, to the serious loss of the general 
revenue, and great injury to tne commercial public, was fortuitously 
stamped out. 

With regard to the hors^ and cart I had seized, they were eventually 
given up to one Watts, a livery- stable keeper, who proved to the 
satisfaction of Government that Lawson had hired them frokn him, 
and that he was in no way connected with the transaction. 

The scoundrel who made off with, and brutally ill-used my horse, 
was never seen or heard of afterwards. 

A serious disturbance took place on board the Ramilies, lying 
o^utside the bar, on the morning of the 4th May, 1849, which was 
likely to have ended in murder. This vessel had brought out a 
shipload of Government emigrants, and amongst them were a 
number of single girls of the lowest and most degraded character, 
"ho I well remember gave the police much trouble in the city. 
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Many of these girls after landing had enticed a nnmher of the crew 
to desert, who were afterwards captured and sent to gaol until the 
ship was ready for sea, and upon being put on board by the police, 
they refused to " turn to." When they wei'e ordered to heave up 
the anchor and get under weigh they refused to do so, and said 
if any man threw a turn of tne windlass, they would knock his 
brains out. The peaceable portion of the crew, not heeding their 
threats, went forward to obey orders, when a serious affray 
commenced, marling-spikes, hand-spikes, and other weapons 
being used by the combatants. The captain himself was severely 
ill-used, the chief mate was knocked down with a hand-spike, and 
the third mate stabbed in three places on the head with a marling- 
spike. 

The chief officer then went to town and communicated the par- 
ticulars to Captain J. W. Smith, commanding the David Malcolm, 
then in port, belonging to the same owners, Messrs. D. Dunbar 
and Son, who immediately made an application to the commis- 
sioner of police (Captain Dash wood) for assistance, in consequence 
of which I received instructions to proceed to the port with a suf- 
ficient force and board the ship, place the mutineers in irons, and 
then assist in getting the vessel to sea. Accordingly I proceeded 
to the port that afternoon with six men of the mounted police, 
accompanied by Captain J. W. Smith. Upon coming alongside, I 
remember, not one of the crew was to be seen, except one of the 
officers of the ship, who was leaning over the bulwarks with his 
head bandaged with a white handkerchief. 

As soon as we mounted the sides and reached the deck, T formed 
np my small detachment, and inquired of the mate where the 
mutineers were. In response, he pointed forward to a raised space 
occupied by the crew as their sleeping-quarters, Ac, the entrance 
to wnich was open. Having next marched up my men to within a 
few yards of the spot, I then gave the order, " With ball cartridge — 
load ;" this having been expeditiously performed, I then requested 
the officer to accompany me into the men's quarters and point out 
the ofEenders, which he did accordingly. The first he selected was 
an American black, the ringleader of the revolt, whom I at once 
seized by the collar and made prisoner, and then brought out and 
gave in charge to my men. Thus, one after the otiier, the whole 
gang were arrested, taken below deck, and put in irons, to which 
they quietly resigned themselves, seeing apparently the folly of 
resistance. The well-disposed portion of the crew were then 
ordered to raise the anchor, in the which the police. Captain Smith, 
and myself assisted. During the process the rioters sang boister- 
ously and made a great show of reckless indifference, but on 
hearing the ** cheerly men '* of the seamen, their songs ceased with 
their hopes of being imprisoned on shore. When we finally left 
the vessel, which was then fairly under weigh, everything was as 
silent and as orderly on board as the strictest disciplinarian coidd 
desire. 
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Some months after the sailiiig of the Bandlies, Captain Smith 
in&>rmed me that she bad Ba£ly reached her destination, Cal- 
cutta, having previously fallen in with a man-of-war, on board of 
which the captain had put his mutinous crew, receiving from 
the man-of-war the assistance of some of her crew to navi^te 
his vessel ; and later still, he apprised me that the mutineers nad 
been tried tor their crime and sentenced to seven years' transporta- 
tion« 

In consequence of the continued disturbed state of the Port 
Lincoln district, and hostility of the natives towards the whites, 
which created quite ** a reign of terror," the Government decided 
to augment the number of police stationed there; and accordingly, 
on the 11th May, 1849, I received written instructions from the 
late Mr, 6. F. Dashwood, commissioner of police, to proceed to 
Port Lincoln in the Government schooner xatdla, with the de- 
tachment of police under orders for this service, and on arrival 
make arrangements for the erection of two out^stations — one on tke 
north-west coast, in the neighbourhood of Lake Newland, the other 
on the north-east coast, near Franklin Harbour or the Salt .Creek, 
and then make such immediate distribution of the increased force 
as to me might seem desirable, &c. This was the concluding 
paragraph : — 

** The Commissioner will expect to receive a report from Inspector 
Tolmer by every op^rtunity, containing accounts not only of the 
progress of the special duty upon which he is employed^ but upon 
the general state of the Port Lincoln district as far as such in* 
formation may have reference to the police department, and hopes 
Inspector Tolmer will not forc^et that his services at headquarters 
can be but ill spared, and that no unnecessary delay may take 
place in carrying out the substance and spirit of these inttmc- 
tions/* 

Obedient to the foregoing, I embarked with my party at Port 
Adelaide on the 12th May, and after a quick and favourable pas- 
sage, landed safely with the horses on the 14th current. Onr 
arrival wa« thus most opportune, as we found the whole settlement 
in the utmost consternation and dismay in consequence of the 
recent bratal and treacherous murders, by natives, of Captain Jamee 
Beevor, at his sheep-station, distant from the settlement aboat BHj 
miles in a north-westerly direction, and that of a poor shepherd^ 
wife named Anne Eastone, at the station of Mr. Yaux in the some 
district ; and although Corporal Geharty and the police had been 
unremitting in their exertions to capture the muroerers, they had 
been unsnccessf al. 

Just after these horrible tidings and vrant of success in the pur- 
suit of the guilty parties being made known to me, I was informed 
that the remains of some natives had been seen not far from the 
Port Lincoln Mine, supposed to have been wilfully poisoned, which 
naturally gave rise to a surmise that Captain beevor and Mrs. 
"^astone were kiUed in a spirit of retaliation for the death of 
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natives. Thus I was naturally thrown into the utmost perplexity, 
being undecided how to act — whether, in the first instance, it 
were better to renew the pursuit of the blacks who had committed 
these foul murders, or to proceed to investigate the suspected case 
of poisoning the natives. 

rhilanthropy jjrevailed, and I decided on the latter; after 
which, having briefly penned a despatch to the commissioner of 
police acquainting him with the above atrocities, I sent back the 
Yatala with it on the 16th May, and started immediately for the 
scene of the alleged murders 01 natives, accompanied by the late 
Dr. Lawson, and the assistant protector of aborigines (Mr. 
Schurman), and upon our return transmitted the result of our 
proceedings in the following report to Mr. G. F. Dashwood, com- 
missioner of police : — 

" Port Lincoln, May 22nd, 1849. 

" Sib, — In my letter dated 16th instant, I stated that almost 
immediately after my arrival it was reported to me that a number 
of natives had been found dead near the mines, having, it was 
supposed, been poisoned, and that I purposed starting o£E with- 
out delay to make inquiries into the circumstances. Accord- 
ingly, attended by Dr. Lawson and Mr. Schurman, I set off early 
next morning for the mine, which we reached that evening. 

** The following day, with the assistance of Mr. Schurman, who 
speaks the native language in this district fluently, we procured 
two natives, who readily volunteered to show us where the bodies of 
five natives were ; they also gave us the following information : — 

" The names of the deceased natives were Karakundere, Yurd- 
larir — lads of ten or thirteen years of age, — Puyultu, Ngamania, 
husband and wife : Pirrapa, an infant ; and that their deaths were 
caused by eating some flour which had been stolen by a native lad 
named Illeri from one of Mr. Mortlock's huts ; that himself and 
several other natives, besides those who had died, had partaken of 
the flour, and although it had made them very ill, they recovered. 
They accused the hut-keeper, a man named Patrick Dwyer, with 
having mixed some poison with it and left it in the hut for the 
purpose of killing them, as a punishment, they thought, for having 
frequently robbed it. 

'* Our guides then led us across some scrubby ranges. On the 
top of one of them, close to a dray track, we discovered the remains 
of two native boys. There was still some flesh on the bones, but 
they were almost torn to pieces by the wild dogs. Ko appearances 
of any camp or fire being near, showed that they were travelling 
when death overtook them. The bodies were about twenty or 
thirty yards apart. Near one of them, we found a piece of sack- 
ing, upon which there appeared to have been flour mixed. Care- 
fully collecting the bones, we dug a hole with a spade brought from 
the mine for the purpose, and buried them. They appeared to 
have been dead four or five weeks. 

« From thence, the natives led us to aplaceyabout six or seven miles 
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farther in a north-westerly direction, where we found the remain! of 
a camp. Our guides here pointed out to us the recent ffrave of an 
infant. The body was, however, nowhere to be found, but the 
offensive smell and quantity of hair found in and about it, con- 
Tinced us that the body had been buried there, and that the dogs 
had doubtless dragged it away. 

" A little further on we saw another, but much larger, graTe. 
This likewise was tenantless ; but a short distance from it we found 
the skull of a man, and several bones with flesh adhering to them. 

'< A few yards in another direction, near a spring of water, we 
found the skull and remains of a woman. Ko grave, it appears, 
had been duff for her. Our guides explained that the native who 
had buried the man and infant was himself ill from the effects of 
eating the flour. 

** B^eling fully convinced that Dwyer was ji(uilty of poisoning 
these natives, although I foresaw great difficulties in making out a 
case against him, owing to the totol destruction uf the intestines, 
I determined to api>rehend him on the charge, and as Mydlva, the 
native who had buried the bodies, and likewise the native laa Illeri, 
would be material wituesses, I despatched our guides at once, pro* 
misinp^ to reward them with each a blanket if they succeeded in 
bringing them to Port Lincoln. I succeeded in the apprehension 
of Dwyer that evening at one of Mr. Peter's stations, not however 
before I had elicited tne following facts ;^ 

" He stated that he was in Mr. Mortlock's service about three or 
four weeks since, and that he was engaged as hut-keeper and shep- 
herd. That the natives had frequently robbed the hut he had 
charge of, but that they had not been near it since the last robbery. 
On that occasion they stole various articles of dress, and he 
thought, a little flour. He denied that he ever had any arsenic in 
the hut, although he admitted having had other poisons, which ha 
used for dressing sheep infected with the scab. 

''I subsequentlv searched the hut which he had formerly occu- 
pied, and found aoout a pound of arsenic in it, which the present 
nut-keeper (W. Light) informed me had been left there by Dwyer. 

" The case was gone into yesterday bv Mr. Price, and remanded 
for ten days. This unlucky occurrence nas completely disarranged 
my plans, and will consequently retard me for some time from 
starting on mj intended expedition in the interior in pnrsnit of the 
perpetrators of the late murders, and at the same time fixing upon 
the sites for the police-stations. As soon as the case is disposed 
of, I will lose no time in setting off. I may here add, that I hare 
meanwhile despatched Police-constable Beaumont to Mr. Tennant'f 
ttation at the Salt Creek, and Police-constable Feltham to Lake 
Hamilton, to afford protection to the settlers in those localities. 

''I tremble when I see any one arrive from the bnsb^ ae I 
imagine them the bearers of accounts of additional atrocities. I 
cannot help expressing my fears that the late murders committed 
upon the Earopeans were actuated by a spirit of revenge. I form 
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my opinion from the fact that these murders were not perpetrated 
until three weeks after the five natives had been poisoned. Mr. 
Eigby, a settler here and" a relative of poor Beevor's, confirms me 
in that belief, as he speaks positively of having seen the native lad 
nieri at Beevor's station, with the natives suspected of the murders, 
only a few days previously. " I have, &c., 

"A. TOLMER." 

A few days after the despatch of the foregoing report, informa- 
tion came to hand that Mr. Horn's station on the western coast 
had been attacked by a party of natives, who succeeded in carrying 
off ^res and other articles in the hut, which were, however, 
recovered by Mr. Horn and his servants, after a conflict that ended 
in the death of two natives and the capture of others, who it was 
alleged were of the same tribe guilty of the murder of poor Beevor 
and Mrs. Eastone. 

Upon hearing of this additional outrage by the blacks, who 
evidently had become emboldened by their success in getting a 
large amount of plunder without the police having been able to 
succeed in hounding them down, I despatched Corporal Geharty 
and some troopers to Mr. Horn's station, to take charge of the 
natives he had captured, and await my arrival there with the rest 
of the men> to commence a steaidy and perseveriug pursuit of the 
guilty tribe as soon as I possibly could be relieved after the case 
against Dwyer had been disposed of. 

My report of the cowardly and diabolical outrage of poisoning 
the natives was apparently promptly forwarded to flbe Government, 
and referred to the advocate-general, who lost no time in express- 
ing his opinion and advising upon the suspected case, because by 
the return of the Yatala I received the following despatch and 
enclosures relating thereto. 



" Police Commissioner's Office, 

" Adelaide, June 6th, 1849. 

" Sir, — ^I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communications dated respectively the 15th, 16th, and 22nd ultimo. 
It is my pleasing duty in the first place to enclose you a copy of a 
letter wmch I have received from the hon. the colonial secretary, 
expressing the lieutenant-governor's opinion of your services, and I 
feel satisfied that no exertions will be. wanting on your part to 
apprehend the authors of the barbarous murders which are the 
subject of your report. 

" From your report of the 22nd May, it is very clear that the 
murder of Mr. Beevor and Mrs. Eastone must liave been subse- 
guent to the natives having been poisoned by the flour taken 
from Mr. Mortlock's hut, and I cannot but express my deep 
regret that such should be the case, being fearful lest the mingled 
sentiments of revenge and rapine, still unsatisfied, should lead the 
natives to commit further acts of aggression. I have very little 
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doubt but that Dw^er purposely poisoned the flonr, and left it in 
the hat with the intention of poisoning the natives who might 
take it; but I fear from ^our account that there will not be 
sufficient evidence a^nst him to warrant his committal, though it 
would be highly desirable. I have, however, some hopes that your 
exertions may eventually be attended with success in bringing to 
justice the murderers of Mr. Beevor and Mrs. Eastone. In uieir 
pursuit, however, I woo Id impress upon you the exercise of great 
steadiness and forbearance, so that the other tribes may not 
have the slightest reason for supposing that you are acting as the 
avengers of the unfortunate deceased, and thereby not only deprive 
vou of their co-operation in finding the authors of the mischief, 
but induce them to look upon you as their common enemy. I am 
induced to call your attention to this matter, thinking it highly 
probable that the settlers ^eneraUVf actuated partly by fear and 
partly by revenge, will feel inclinea to punish the innocent as well 
as the guilty, and it behoves you therefore to warn them of the 
danger they incur in thus taking the law into their own hands, 
and to prevent them so doing wnen in vouf power. 

"The occurrence of those melancholy and unexpected circum- 
stances has of course prevented ^ou turning your attention to the 
service upon which you were originally detached, and I feel it un- 
necessary for me to request you will still look upon it as quite a 
secondaiy consideration, wmle other more serious and important 
duties devolve upou you, and while there exists the sughtest 
probability of bringing the offenders to justice. 

'' I do not feel myself capable of giving you any specific instruc- 
tions as to the course most likely to prove successful in effecting* 
this object, but from all I can gather of the nature of the country, 
and the habits and dispositions of the natives, I feel inclined to think 
that a quiet, steady, and persevering pursuit, necessarily occupying* 
time, Kml be the most effectual ; but I rely with confidence on your 
zeal and experience, and trust liiat you will at all times, and in all 
cases, seek the advice and guidance of Mr. Driver, the Government 
resident, whose local knowledge must be of the utmost value in 
matters of this kind. 

"A few days after your departure from hence, I had an interview 
with Mr. Booinson, who formerly kept the * Freemason's Tavern,* 
respecting the erection of the station-houses. He is, as you know, 
a mghly respectable man, and as he expressed himself willing to 
perform this service, I do not think you can do better than enter 
mto an agreement with him. 

"You must be aware that the lieutenant-ffovemor feels ex- 
tremely anxious and interested in your proceedings, and ijiat I 
expect to hear from you by every opportunity. 

" I have, &c., 

"Geo. F. Dashwood, 

" Commissioner of Police. 
Inspector Tolmer, Port Lincoln." 
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Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" Jtme 2nd, 1849. 
Sib, — I have the honour, by the Lieutenant Governor's 
directions, to request that you will convey his Excellency's best 
thanks to Mr. Tolmer fur his zeal and activity in the case of llie 
suspected murder, by poison, of five natives at Port Lincoln, as 
reported in your letter of the Slst ultimo. 

** I have, &c., 

" B. T. FiNNiss, 
" Colonial Secretary. 
"The Commissioner of Police." 



"Advocate GeneraFs Office, 

" June bth, 1849. 

" Sm, — I have had the honour this day to receive the reports of 
Mr. Price, J.P., and Inspector Tolmer, as to the suspected poisoning 
of natives at Port Lincoln ; and as directed by his Excellency's 
minute of reference thereon, lose no time in returning them, with 
the following remarks : — 

" I consider the evidence as stated in these reports fully warrants 
the commitment of the prisoner and the proceedings taken, which 
ought to be followed out with the same vigilance and minuteness 
as they have been commenced. 

" Tne denial by the prisoner of his having had arsenic in the hut 
is a strong circumstance, and every efEort should be made to con- 
nect him with the arsenic actually found. 

" It is unfortunate that from the lapse of time and the ravages 
of wild dogs there have been no means of analyzing the contents of 
the stomach of any of the bodies found, but still the remains ought 
to be carefully preserved, and sent, with every minute article con- 
nected with the case, when the evidence is fully reported. Any 
flour, or sacking containing flour, ought to be examined and pre* 
served ; and every means of testing the presence of arsenic, both in 
the remains and in the flour, should be used by Dr. Lawson, and 
preserved, that others may be enabled to use them. The evidence 
of all the surviving natives that can be obtained should be secured,, 
and Dr. Lawson or some other skilful medical man should be pre* 
sent to suggest all proper questions as to their illness and symp* 
toms when they took the flour. Every circumstance in the' 
prisoner's conduct and occupations about the time of the o£Pence„ 
ought also to be investigated. I am not aware that on the papers 
sent I can ofler any further suggestions, and even these perhaps 
will have been anticipated by the authorities on the spot, who seem 
to be using every exertion the case admits of. 

" I have, Ac, 

" W. Smillib, 

" Advocate- General. 

" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 

VOL. n. H 
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Pending tlie receipt of tke foregoing documents, the prisoner 
Dwjer was brought before the Goremment Besident on remand* 
who, to the snrprise of ererj one, released him. I lost no time, 
however, in collecting additional evidence in the case, as suggested 
br the Advocate-General, and for this purpose once more revisited 
the spot where the bodies of the five poisoned natives were buried 
to euume them, the performance of which was most horrible and 
disgusting, owing to their putrid state. After diligent search, how- 
ever, we were rewarded by finding some of the intestines, which 
were carefully preserved. We also secured the piece of sacking 
previously mentioned in my report, upon which there remained 
some fiour ; these were subsequently analyzed, and found to con- 
tain arsenic. In short, with the candid and untutored statements 
of the black boy Illeri, and the others who had been ill from the 
effects of partaking of the flour stolen from Dwyer's hut, the evi- 
dence was most conclusive, and sufficient to have convicted him of 
the capital offence had he been brought to trial ; but it appeared 
that after the fellow's liberation 1^ Mr. Driver, he immediately 
quitted the district, and although every endeaTonr to re4irreethim 
was made, the search was only abandoned upon its being reliaUy 
ascertained that he had escaped from Port Adelaide- ia a Tessel 
bound for California. 

I may mention as a divergence, that Bishop Short, and CapiaiB 
Young, brother to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, were 
passengers by the last arrival of the ITz^oZa^ and as they ex- 
pressed a desire to accompany Dr. Lawson and myself npom 
the above expedition, I mounted them upon two of the best police 
horses. 

Doubtless, should his lordship read the particulars here narrated 
he will have a vivid recollection of his brisk and lively ride over bill 
and dale and through dense scrub, without drawing rein nntilr we 
reached our destination, which now bears the name of Mount 
Arsenic. Throughout the journey, I could not help noticing his 
perfect seat on horseback, and the light hand with which he fear- 
lessly guided the animal, evidently showing that he had learnt 
the art of horsemanship. 

The distance being too tn'eat to return to Port Lincoln \kaX 
nij^ht, I suggested that we might find accommodation at the Port 
Lincoln Mine, and we proceeded thither, and were hospitably enter- 
tairied by the manager, Mr. Stevenson. The building occupied 
' by him was only an ordinary bush hut, but it neverueless was 
made cosey enough that night by keeping up a blazing log-fire, 
which threw a strong light upon the faces of those grouped in 
front, and especially so upon the prominent features of his lord- 
ship, who sat in the centre, forming an interesting picture, the 
more ho on account of the pitchy darkneES of the diistant interior 
of the hut with its blackened rafters and roof. 

Prompted by the artistic scene, I made a rough sketch of the 
group, and subsequently executed a drawing, which I f orwavded to 
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the BiBhop as a Teminiscenee of the event, which he- acknowledffed 
with thanks, remarking, however, *' that Mrs. Short did not think 
I had flattered him much." When the honr of rest came, he was 
accommodated with the ibest bnnk' in the place, but as the roof 
was anything bat water tight, and the night had tnmed ont i^ 
boisterous and wet one, he was quickly mabde sensible that the 
rain came trickling over his head and face, to remedy whiob 
an open umbrella was temporized by securely fixing it over 
liis head amid shouts of laughter, in the which, he heartUjT 
joined. 

Upon our return to Port Lincoln, and after the futile efforts 
had been made to recapture Dwyer, as before stated, I started with 
all the available police for Mr. Horn's station, at which the a£&ay 
with the blacks took place'— now called Watei*loo Bay. On my way 
thither I visited the places where Oaptain Beevor and Mrs. Eastono 
liad been murdered. It appeared mat poOr BeeVor was enTgaged 
outfidde the hut making a rough bush chair, cDid 'whitet tiiusat 
vrork^ and unsuspecting any treachery or danger, apartyofifatljivea, 
guided by a youth whom Beevor had tteated with th^utmolst^lBiid^ 
ness and regularly kept at the station, and who was the first to throw 
the fatal spear at his victim, screened by the corner Of the' hut ; after 
which they robbed the station of ras much of the flour; tea« sugar, 
tobacco, &c., as they could possibly carry away. It appeared tiiat 
only a few days prior to the murder, about a ton of flour and large 
supply <o£ other stores had arrived fromr Port Lincoln, which fa^ 
must have been communicated by this^ perfidious savage to th« 
rest of the tribe, who then planned the* horrible outrage.. -.■ - r ' - ' ' — 

Many of my readers will no doubt well remember Captain Beevoxv 
for his remarkably quiet, unassuming, and kindly dis}>08itioni He 
formerly resided at Mount Barker,, with the *' AdmiraV** a :relative» 
and several other boon companions. Previous' to emigrating to 
South Aoistralia, he served in a regiment of lancerl^ ti^roaghoot 
the Spanish war, under Sir de il^aoy £van8^ and my 'old comituUid- 
ing officer General Bacon. 

Mrs. Eastone was the wife of a shepherd, and duaihg the ubseAce 
of her husband with the sheep was bai?batdusly murdered by the 
same tribe of natives when bravely defenoUl^ tne hut from biong 
plundered. • . .i . ., .. ; r 

• I have repeatedly feiideavQiuredta^ obtain copies of myvcrigincJ 
reports centaining-detailedparttcitldrs. j6f thes6murd^0,^^romthe 
police commissioner's office, buVwas i)iformed-that- the^ dould not 
be found. I therefore write from memofry, 'assisted -witl^-l^e late 
Mr. Dashwood s police report f 01; the quarter ended'SOth June, oo^ir 
piled from the said reports. 

Upon reaching Mr. Horn's station, I found four natives in cus- 
tody, a man, woman, and two boys. The^ ■, man - was chained to a 
tree for security, and the others handcuffed. They were very com- 
municative, and I gathered from them that the rest of their tribe 
•hadjgone in a northerly direction. 

n 2 
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Having made arrangements for tbe safe custody of the prisoners, 
and their removal to Port Lincoln, charged with robbery and vio- 
lence, and taking one of them as a guide I started from the 
station the next morning with Corporal Greharty and three or four 
troopers. We encamped the first night under Mount Wedge, near 
which we disc/)vered that the natives bad camped after having been 
successfully repulsed by Mr. Horn's party. 

After an early breaJcfast the following day, we resumed our 
journey, and very soon entered a thick scrub. Towards evening 
we were fortunate in finding the camps of the natives concerned in 
tbe late several outrages and roboeries, which there was no 
mistaking, for we found figs of tobacco, quantities of flour, and 
articles of wearing apparel left behind. From here, however, 
we lost all trace of tne wretches, and after continuing the search 
for some days longer I was compelled to fall back upon Port 
Lincoln for fresh supplies of provisions ; having obtained which, 
and recruited the horses and men for a few days, we made a fresh 
start, leaving, however, our late guide with tbe other prisoners. 
Being inclined to believe that the blacks would be found some- 
where in the dense scrub to the north-east of Mount Wedge, we at 
once struck in that direction. 

On or about the fourth day after leaving Port Lincoln, and 
having started at dawn, we succeeded in making considerable pro- 
gress, notwithstanding the scrubby and stony nature of the country* 
Towards midday we came to a rocky water, which was most 
welcome as it enabled us to make tea and water the horses, after 
which we once more pushed on, and just as I wa3 despairing at 
finding a suitable camp for tbe night, we discerned not far off a 
clump of high gum-trees, upon reaching which we suddenly 
emerged from the thick scrub into an apparently extensive well- 
timbered shea oak country, with abundance of grass. Almost at 
the foot of the gum-trees there was a spring of delicious water, 
which bubbled up and then formed into a tiny rivulet. Glad we 
were in falling in with this " oasis," not only on account of our- 
selves, but for the sake of our horses, which had hardly had a bite 
since leaving the Marble Ranges. 

Aware that on a calm morning at dawn a smoke ascending in a 
spiral form can be distinctly seen afar off from a height, I cbmbed 
tne highest gum-tree near, taking my compass with me, and 
patiently awaited daybreak. From the position I had gained, the 
whole 01 the vast expanse of scrub around appeared like a veritable 
•ea ; it was with satisfaction therefore that 1 bailed the first glimpse 
of day, and with it a thin smoke rise on the horizon, distant from 
twenty-five to thirty miles, the sight of which well repaid me for 
the exertion in malang the perilotis ascent. 

After carefully taking the bearings of the smoke with my com- 
passes, I quickly descended, and hurried over the morning meal to 
make a start ; in the which I was heartily assisted by every mem- 
ber of the party, who vied in alacrity, being manifest^ over- 
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ioyed at the expectancy of speedily having a brush with the wily, 
bloodthirsty wretches. Upon leaving the camp we started upon 
a north-north-east course from the trunk of the tree I had ascended, 
and with the help of my watch I was enabled to ascertain our 
oxact position by the number of miles travelled over. 

As we advanced, I noted that the country through the centre of 
which we moved was a narrow strip of limestone formation, 
thinly timbered with shea oak, the existence of which I reported to 
the Government at the time. It was afterwards taken up as a sheep- 
run, and is at present, I believe, identical with that occupied by 
the Messrs. Hawson. Its value must be considerable, especially on 
account of being surrounded by dense scrub, and not likely to be 
resumed by Government for. agricultural purposes, for which it is 
totally unnt. 

After travelling about twenty-five miles, we came to a clump 
of gum-trees with a spring of water, similar to that we had left in 
the morning, and singularly it also formed the termination of the 
open available country, that beyond it being thick with scrub. I 
tnerefore decided to encamp where we were ; and bearing in mind 
that from the distance travelled we could not be far from the natives, 
I issued strict orders for silence to be observed, and in tethering 
the horses care to be especially taken that no animal was kept 
out of sight of the others, because experience had taught me that 
horses accustomed to travel together will to a certainty neigh 
to each other at night when separated. Fortunate it was that 
I adopted these precautions, as we were in a much closer 
proximity to their encampment than I imagined, as the sequel will 
show. 

Having again ascended a tree the next morning, as on the pro- 
ceeding day, and secured a convenient perch, to enable me to 
obtain an nninterrupted view around, 1 was unexpectedly sur- 
prised to observe a column of thick smoke rise suddenly in the 
scrub, not more than three hundred yards from us. Without a 
moment's delay, I descended expeditiously, and although tea was 
made and breakfast ready, I promptly directed the men to seize 
their handcuffs, draw their swords, leave the scabbards behind, and 
follow me. We then moved nimbly from bush to bush, a distance 
of about one hundred yards, and thence following my example, the 
men crawled on their nands and knees. By this means we were 
enabled to approach the native wurleys within a few yards, without 
alarming the inmates, who were loudly jabbering. Then quickly, 
at a give^ signal, we simultaneously rushed into the wurleys, 
each trooper seizing and firmly holding a black-fellow, which is 
no easy matter in his state of nudity, when he is as slippery as an 
eel, and is all the while yelling, struggling, and biting as a savage 
only can. If the captor is experience^ however, by adroitly 
adopting a peculiar but indescribable knack, the difficulty is much 
diminished. One of the five thus captured, Miutalla, I was de- 
lighted to find was the faithless scoundrel, who was ringleader of 
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the party who attausked Captain Beevor's station and mnrdered 
him. 

After seeing to their secnrity at the camp, Corporal Geharty 
and myself, withont a moment's delay, regardless of breakfast, and 
taking one of the prisoners with ns as a gnide, started on foot in 
hot pnrsnit of the rest of the natives who had effected their escape. 
Amongst them was an old man and his son, named Ngalta and 
Bakkilti, who were the principals concerned in the mnrder of Mrs. 
Eastone, and asrainst whom warrants had been issned for their 
apprehension, ^eing most anxioas to capture these two in par- 
ticular, I pnt our prisoner on their tracks at once, and followed at a 
Tapid rate, expectmg momentarily to overtake them. Thtis baoyed 
up by false hopes we continued all day, when it commenced raining^ 
heavily, and as night overtook us we were obliged to make the 
best of it under a mallee-bush, without any fire, food, or covering, 
and drenched to the skin. I shall not easily forget that wretched 
night, anxiously waiting for morning, which I thought would never 
eome ; of the which, doubtless, my companion (who is no longer in 
the police, but still a resident in the Port Lincoln district) has 
An equally vivid recollection. 

As soon as there was sufficient light we resumed the tracking. 
Owing to continuous rain, which rendered the ground soft, the 
Impression of the footmarks of the pursued were easier to follow ; 
bnt although they apparently had oulj just preceded us, we failed 
to come uj> with them. Besides their unmistakable tracks, they 
also left signs of having been eating the roots of the grass-tree and 
digging yams as they went along, to which we had also recourse to 
satisfy somewhat the cravings of hunger, not having had anything 
for tlurty-six hours. 

- The root of the grass-tree, I may here mention, is pleasant 
enough to eat, and t^tes something like the nut of the almoiMU 
tree; but being unaccustomed to the kind of fare/and- probably 
owing to the ©napty state of our stomachs, we suffered «everely 
from diarrhoea. The yam, called pillaloo, is' anoUier kind c^ 
Toot, with a small delicate leaf, resembling the carrot, about the 
flil;^ of the Kttle finger, bitter to the taste, but when 'boiled^ or 
toasted and peeted, not unlike a sweet potato. The natives •dig 
these Tbots' with the yam-stick, an indispensable nnplement 
trffch them, made of hard wood, about three feet in length, 
thick at oUe end and edged ; it is likewise used amongst the 
aboriginal tribes of South Australia, like the waddy, as* a weapcto 
6f'<^cfnce. 

' But to return. About mid-day the rain ceased, and aa the soti 
bjpoke through the heavily-chaVged clouds and shone brightly,' it 
ihparted some warmth to our shivering bodies, and renewed irar 
op^ of speedily overtaking the men we had been so long tracking. 
^tJCi*^ proceedirig some time in this way, T was struck 'Witil 
*"^^TAettt,-upon noticing the sun, to find that we were uamt»i 
describu:^ acircl^ so that our villainous gtiide waa 
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deceiving ns. Suddenly halting, therefore, I gave the rascal a 
hard knock on the craniam with the hilt of my sword, and made 
him track backwards, which he did reluctantly. The result of 
this retrograde movement was, that in less than half an hour, we 
came full tilt upon the fellows, whom we quickly secured. 

" Now, you villain," said I, addressing our treacherous guide, 
and giving him another taste of the sword hilt, " where white 
fellows P Tou find 'em ! " at the same time impelling him in the 
direction of our camp, which I imagined must then be distant at least 
twenty or thirty miles ; whereupon he and the other two prisoners 
started off with alacrity. Wnen lo ! in less than an nour we 
reached the camp, after " cutting " our tracks a dozen times ; so 
that, from the very start in pursuit, by some secret sign or under- 
standing, the cunning rascals had kept us going round and round, 
slightly increasing the circle each time. 

• in order the better to secure our sly, crafty prisoners for the 
night, I made them sit together in a ring, and had their legs 
tightiy tied with a tether rope round the ankles, and allowed them 
to have a fire, as it was cold. 

Having seen that everything was in order in the camp, and that 
the sentries were alert at their jposts, I lay down to rest, and Was 
soon in a sound sleep, from which I was aroused by hearing an 
alarm that the prisoners were escaping, and upon springing np, I 
cdught sight of some of them running off. We quickly caught and 
brought them back, however, as they were handcuffea in couples, 
and upon examining the rope, to ascertain how they couldpossibly 
have untied the knots, it was found burnt through. Tnis they 
hud managed to effect without being observed by keeping it over 
lighted embers, which they kept active by f sinning. To prevent it ' 
repetition of the trick, I placed them back to back and pinioned- 
them in that position. 

'^Findingthat our immerical strength was insufficieiit to make* 
fresh captures of prisoners, and keep those I had in safe cn8t6dy, ■ 
I* determined to return to Port Lincoln and lodge them in the ceus 
at'-'th^ poliee-station, as there wue< no ga&l in those 'days,' and 
aecording^y^ started fdr the settlement nert iborning. We reached' ' 
it*' in due time,' and immediately had them secured to heavy' 
iron bars with shackles, similar to' those used on board 'shipt t6 ' 
confine refractory seamen. ' 

f Awaa-e that wben I left Adelaide '^I should probably be a con- 
siderable time in the Port Lincoln district, my wife accompanied • 
me in the YcUcUa, for the benefit of the sea air and change, on 
aoeottnt of her' delicate state of health. The children^ too, came 
with^^ir mother, and during their stay at Port Lincoln occupifed • 
the room at the poHce-station over the cells in> which th& prisoners 
were afterwards confined, and' as the flooring was made of deal > 
boards, the effltwia from beneath was something^ dreadfuL In'' 
oidctr, therelorej to have the place aired and- fumi^tedy I gave ■ 
diMi^dna to remoivt the- natives into the yard, and to* let '^etm ' 
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hare a fire, a« tbe wesLiher wtm eWlj and cold — which waa done. 
About two or three hoars after having given these instmctiona, 
and wbiLit writing a report of mj recent proceedings, I was snd- 
danlj startled br bearing the savages set up a succession of 
nneulhl J jelbi. Imagining that thej were attempting to esci^ie, I 
rosbed out with my drawn sword, at tbe name time londlj calling on 
tbe police to tnm oat, who, however, I found had abeadj collected 
in the jard, laughing boisterouslj at the prisoners, who were 
screeching, jelling, and jumping about round tbe jaird like 
maniacs, notwitb^nding tbeir heavj gjves. Surprised and 
astonished at such unseemlj conduct on the part of the police and 
nnnsual uproar among the prisoners, I demanded an explanation, 
and was mformed, *' that tbinking they could bum throng the 
iron bars as thej bad done a rope, they bad kept them steadilj 
OT^r the fire until they bad becooie almost red hot." 

Tbe whole of the prisoners then in custodr were bronghi befora 
the Government resident* charged with the recent murders, and 
robberies with violence; and after some evidence bad been taken thej 
were remanded nne die. 

As a number of natives, men and women, were still at large eon- 
eemed in tbe outrages committed in the district, against whom, 
warrants bad been issued, a fresh start was made to capture them, 
and as one of tbe prisoners (Tarogalta) said he ki«ew whereto find 
them and volunteered to do so, I mounted bim on ahorse, to whiciif 
however, he was made fast with a chain round the neck, the 
horse being led br a trooper. 

We managed tne first day to cover over thirty miles of country, 
onr camp lleing near the Marble Ranges. During tbe ride I 
could not help pitying the poor wretch, who was a source of merri- 
ment to tbe men on account of tbe Indi tous war he held on with 
both bands to tbe pommel of tbe saddle, especially when the animal 
was urged into a trot or canter, which unusual exercise, must in 
truth, have ^ sorely pommelled '' him. 

Tbe following day, by direction of our guide, we struck more 
inland tbrongh thick scrub to a large " rock water " in which there 
was a good supply, and as there was a patch of clear g^und and a 
little grass about, we encamp^ for tne night, t The blade fellow 
then gave us to understand that the natives were encamped in 
some sbea-oak country to tbe north-west. 

Early ni>xt morning, therefore, we were again on tbe move, and 
after travelling all day through scrubby, stony country we came in 
ngfat of some timber, which be alleged was the plaee he meant* 
Tnere w€;re no signs of its being occupied; however, and upon exa- 
micing the surroundings in the morning, I was satisfied that no 
natives liad encamped there for montbs, and consequently began to 
suspect that our guide was purposely deceiving us. He, however, 
aasnred us tbat the bla^cks were only ** pinanini mLj" and would 
take us there at once. Feeling desirous of giving him another trial, . 
I ga.Te the order to move on, but noticing that bis horse hnng badk. 
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and that the trooper had some difficnlty in getting him ajong, I 
drew my sword and with the flat of it struck the animal on the 
mmp, which unexpectedly resxdted in the following dire occurrence. 
Upon being thus urged, the horse made a sudden quick moye- 
ment, causing the rider to lose his equilibrium and throw up 
his legs in the air. ITiis set the animal to bucking, and of 
course sent the poor black fellow sprawling on his back, in which 

Eosition he was dragged by the neck at a furious rate, as both 
orses then took fright and bolted ; and as they tore madly along, 
the bare head of the unfortunate natiye was yiolently bumped 
against every obstruction, besides being repeatedly kicked. After 
some little difficulty, I succeeded in heading the two runaways, and 
brought them to a standstill b^ striking them over the nose with 
the sword. I then quickly dismounted, and in the first ^lace un- 
locked the chain from off the black fellow's neck, and seeing that 
his eyeballs were absolutely forced out of the sockets, I pressed 
them in again with the forefinger, and calling to one of the 
troopers he quickly brought some water, which I dashed in the 
poor fellow's face, which had the effect of reviving him somewhat, 
as he drew a long breath and then slowly looked at one and the 
other of us. 

Thankful he was not killed, I had him removed to the camp we 
had left, and carefully attended to. 

The next morning, finding that he appeared slightly better, I 
decided upon returning to Port Lincoln, and having placed him on 
ahorse upon which he had to be supported, we commenced a tedious 
journey back to the settlement, a distance of about sixty miles. 

On arrival I immediately despatched a messenger for Dr. Lawson, 
under whose assiduous care he partially recovered, but eventually 
died in the Adelaide gaol on the 14th March, 1850. An inquest 
was held by Dr. Wyatt. The deceased was one of those concerned 
in the attack on Mr. Thomas Horn's station. He was tried at the 
September sittings of the Supreme Court, and sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment with hard labour. 

Thus terminated the second expedition without any result ; but 
the third and last, however, was more fortunate, as we succeeded 
in bringing to justice the rest of the blacks concerned in the fore- 
going mghtf ul outrages, and also three others who had successfully 
baffled the police for more than twelve months, charged with the 
brutal murder of a shepherd named John Hamp, in June, 1848, 
whose head they afterwards cut off with a saw, at one of Mr. 
Pinkerton's stations. 

In the pursuit of these bloodthirsty villains, I came to the 
knowledge of a prolific bed of oysters in Coffin's Bay, which since 
that time has been such a boon to the lovers of the mollusk, and of 
great benefit to South Australia, the existence of which, and also 
a deposit of guano on one of the islands in the inlet, I brought 
to the notice of the Grovemment in a report, which was published in 
the Gazette of 4th October, 1849. 
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Upon reaching the settlement with the last batch of prisoners, I 
fonnd that the late Mr. Moorhouse, the protector of aborigines, 
had arrived in the Yatala, and as he was desirons of visiting Mr. 
Horn's station to investigate the particulars respecting the afEraj 
which took place there between the natives and the whites, 1 accom- 
panied him and Mr. Schnrman, at his request. 

On our return to Port Lincoln I received a letter, dated 25th 
JuljT, from Mr. Dashwood, commissioner of police, acknowledging 
receipt of mj various reports, and expressing his satisfaction at the 
result of my proceedings in the Port Lincoln district, and likewise 
stating that the agreement I had entered into for the erection of the 
two out- stations, together with the i>lan upon which thej were to be 
constructed, met with his approbation, and that he considered the 
sites I had selected eligible in every respect. I likewise received a 
communication from the colonial secretaiy, intimating that his 
Excellency the Lieutenaut-Governor had been pleased to appoint 
me to fill temporarily the office of commissioner of police and 
police magistrate, vice Gr. F. Dashwood,* Esq., who had been ap- 
pointed stipendiary magistrate at Port Adelaide, to take effect 
from the 9th August, 1849, which arrangement of course required 
that I should return to Adelaide without delay ; and as the YcUala 
had been expressly kept in waiting, I forthwith embarked with my 
family, and likewise the following prisoners, who had been com- 
mitted to take their trial. 

Palloringa Mintalta, charged with murdering Captain Beevor ; 
Yarugalta (male), Tabmanua (woman), Wirao (woman), Tullnma 
(boy), Winurelu (boy), charged with robbing and violence, who 
were captured by Mr. Horn's partjr at the time they attacked the 
station; Ngalta (old man), ibakkilti (male), Karlo (woman), and 
Putarpintye, charged wiUi the murder of Mrs. Eastone ; Malgalta, 
Maingnlta (male adults), charged with the murder of John Hamp^ 

With reference to the proceedings of the police in the Port 
Ltacoln district, the protector of aborigines reported to the 
colonial secretary, under date 26fch July, from which the following 
if an extract : — 

'*' The detachment of police under Mr. Tolmer's direction has been 
particularly active, and, I may say, been the meansvot restocingthe 
district to a state of peace and confidence. The settlers all £e^ 
satisfied that an efiectual check has been put upon the aggressions 
cl the natives, and the innocent natives themselves express their 
satisfaction at the proceedings of the Europeans." 

The following extract on the same subject also is taken from Mr. 
Bashwood's usual police report, for the quarter ended 30th June, 
published in the Government Gazette, August 16th, 1849 :•— *• 

' *' In reporting upon the state of the rural districts during the 
quarter under review, I regret to be obliged to refer to the very 
melancholy murders which have recently been committed in ilie 
Port Lincoln district. On the 3rd May, Mr. James Beevor, a 
gentleman of great respectability and a very old colonist, who 
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occapied a sheep-station about fifty miles from Fort Lincoln, was 
barbaroaslj mardered at the door of his hat by the aborigines. 
From the investigation that took place, it appears that Mr. Lod- 
wick, his partner, left the hut in the morning of the day above 
mentioned, for the purpose of depasturing the sheep, the deceased 
Mr. Beevor remaining at home, with three native men and one 
woman, and one native boy who had been for some time acting in 
the capacity of a servant. On Mr. Lodwick's return in the even- 
ing with his sheep, Mr. Beevor was discovered dead at the door of 
the hnt. The native boy stated that about ooon on the day in 
question, Mr. Beevor sent him to fetch in his mare, that he went» 
leaving the three native men and one woman with Mr. Beevor ; he 
experienced some trouble in finding tbe mare, and a considerable 
time elapsed ere he returned to the hut, where he found Mr. Beevor 
dead, the hnt ransacked, and the other natives gone. 

" The report of this transaction reached the police at Port Lincoln 
on the morning of the 4th May, when immediate steps were taken 
to apprehend the suspected parties. The character of the surround- 
ing country, consisting of dense scrub, through which it is scarcely 
possible for Europeans to pass, and stony ground, always resorted 
to by the cunning savages on occasions of this kind, rendered 
the unwearied exertions of the police fruitless. On the evening 
of the 7th of the same month, however, when in the act of tether- 
ing their horses and camping for the night, at a station belong- 
ing to Mr. Vaux, on Lake Hamilton, after a fatiguing search over 
more than forty miles of country, they received information of 
another murder, committed on the person of a woman, the wife of 
a shepherd named Eastone, residing about two miles from Mr. 
Vaux s. Not a moment was lost in immediately proceeding to 
tiie spot, where Oorporal Geharty, on entering the hut, perceived 
the body of the woman lying on a bed-place dead, a child, aboul) 
sir weeks old, by h^ side unharmed, but nearly exhausted from 
continued crying; the unfortunate woman appeared to have been 
in the act of dressing' the child, which was na^ed when the police 
arrived. Three spears had entered her breast, most probably the 
eanse of death; another had passed through both cheeks, one ioi 
the back of the neck, and there was also discovered a bruise on the 
left thigh, which Appeared to have been inflicted with some heavy 
instrument; The pursuit was resumed immediately, and continued 
without intermission until the 8th, when the police returned to 
the hut of Eastone, the shepherd, both men and iiorses completely 
exhausted, not having relaxed in their exertions day or night sinee 
the morning of the 4th. The early dawn of the 9fch found 
them again renewing the search, when their hopes of success were 
considerably raised, owing to i&e native guide, whose assistance 
they procured, having brought them to an encampment which had 
been from appearances left only the night before^ and no doubt 
occnpiedby some of the murderers, as- the ramrod of a gun, which 
had Jbeen taken from Eastone's hut, was there* found; but not« 
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witlistanding tlie very skilfal distribation of his force made bj 
Corporal Geharty, and the canning and address of the native 
gaide, all traces of them were soon lost. 

'* Eastone, the husband of the murdered woman, states, that he 
left his wife in bed on Monday, the 7th May, and proceeded to the 
head station, having desired her to employ a native and his wife, 
who had been at the hut on the evening before, to cut some grass, 
for the purpose of putting into a bed- tick ; on his return the same 
evening he discovered his wife dead as previously described, and 
the grass which was to have been cut by the natives, ready outside 
the hut door. It is difficult even to imagine a more barbarous act. 
So cruelly to deprive of life a poor helpless woman, with an infant 
at her side, with no apparent object in view save that of rifling the 
hut, which she could not have prevented, equals in atrocity any- 
thing recorded in the most dismal page in the history of bar- 
barians. 

" On the morning of the 10th the search was again renewed, and 
continued with indefatigable perseverance, until the evening of the 
15th, when Corporal Geharty returned to headquarters, at Port Lin- 
coln, both men and horses completely knocked up, having, in the 
lapenaKe of the corporal, ; yisited every native well kno^ to me 
witnin fifty miles of the station.' His want of success in the appre- 
hension of the murderers being, by the native guide who accompanied 
the party, and who has been known to the corporal for the last eight 
years, attributed to the fact of their not having encamped anywhere, 
travelling night and da^, eating the raw flour, and selecting a line 
of country over which it would be impossible to track them, and 
through which they were able to travel at greater speed than horsemen. 

" The intelligence of the murder of Mr. Beevor was received at this 
office on the 12th May, at which time, by a fortunate coincidence, 
the reinforcement to be permanently attached to the station in the 
district of Port Lincoln was on the point of embarking in the 
Yatalob, under the command of Inspector Tolmer, who was 
proceeding for the purpose of superintending the erection of two 
out-stations, as well as making a proper distribution of the 
augmented force. Scarcely* however, had that officer set his foot 
on the peninsula, when he received information that several natives 
were lying dead near the mine, supposed to have been poisoned. 

" Corporal Geharty having so recently arrived from his unsuccess- 
ful though persevering search of the murderers of Mr. Beevor and 
Mrs. Eastooe, and their horses requiring rest, Inspector Tolmer 
directed his immediate attention to the investigation of this occur- 
rence. A hut-keeper named Patrick D s^yer was apprehended on sus- 
picion of having administered the pois on, or rather of having left some 
tiour containing arsenic so that it might be taken by the natives; but 
owing to the decomposed state of the bodies when discovered, which 
prevented Mr. Shurman, the medical gentleman who accompanied 
the party on this occasion, testifyinsr to the cause of death, and to 
the want of other satisfactory evidence connecting the prisoner 
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with the charge, the resident magistrate felt himself hound to 
discharge him ; and I fear that no reasonable hope exists that the 
perpetrators of this cowardly and cruel deed will ever he discovered. 
it is worthy of remark, that from the appearance of the bodies of 
these natives, it was judged by Mr. Shnrman that some three 
weeks must have elapsed since their death, as connecting those 
friends and relatives of the deceased who witnessed, hut were 
fortunate enough to escape the effects of the poison, with the 
murders of Mr. Beevor and Mrs. Eastone, the elapsed time just 
allowing them the opportunity of traversing the space contamed 
between the scenes of the occurrences. The supposition of their 
being connected is also strengthened by their known and natural 
propensities to retaliate, and revenge the wrongs sustained by the 
members of their own tribes ; and if eventually proved to be correct, 
tends to point out the imprudence, to say the least of it, of resorting 
to unlawful methods of punishing the aborigines, a practice 
rendering the innocent on both sides liable to the consequences of 
the sins of the guilty. 

" While preparing for another expedition in pursuit of the culprits. 
Inspector Tolmer received intelligence of an affray which had taken 
place at the station of Mr. Horn on the north-west coast, about one 
hundred and twenty miles from Fort Lincoln. Early the following 
morning, May 30th, Corporal Geharty, accompanied by four 
constables, started for that station; but in consequence of 
subsequent information connected with the murders, Corporal 
Geharty proceeded in the first place to Sleaford and Coffin's Binr, 
and finding the report groundless, joined Inspector Tolmer at Mr. 
Horn's station on the 6th June, that officer with his party 
having left Fort Lincoln on the 2nd of the same month. 

" According to Mr. Horn's account, his hut had been stripped of 
everything it contained during his temporary absence; he had 
taken the precaution to leave two men in charge of the same, one 
of whom appears to have been lame, and the other I have no doubt 
dreading the consequence of resisting the robbers after the late 
frightful scenes, suffered them to takepossession of the property. 
They were pursued, however, by Mr. ELom and his party, without 
loss of time, and overtaken with the stolen property in their 
possession ; but determined apparently not to part with it without 
resistance, a fight took place, said to have been commenced by the 
natives, which resulted m the death of one native woman and two 
men, the capture of five, and the flight of the rest. 

** I)eeply as the loss of life under such circumstances is to be 
regretted, it is some satisfaction to find that two of the men who 
were killed, if not the actual perpetrators of the bloody deed, had 
beyond any doubt been concerned in the murders of Mr. Beevor 
and Mrs. Eastone, having clothes and other effects on their 
persons which have been since recognized as stolen from the huts. 
' " Reserving one of the prisoners captured by Mr. Horn's party as 
a guide, and forwarding the remainder to Fort Lincoln, Inspector 
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in those with whom he has been associated in pnblic service, 
he cannot bnt feel much regret in parting with many in the police 
force, for whom he entertains the highest esteem, and whose 
fntnre happiness and prosperity will be at all times a source of 
satisfaction to him. 

" The charge and command of the police force after this date, 
devolves upoD Alexander Tolmer, Efc-q.t appointed commissioner of 
police and police magistrate." 

Upon assuming the important and responsible functions of my 
sew office (which, unsolicited, had been tnrust upon me) I found 
them to be most onerous and perplexing. I refer especially to the 
duties of police magistrate, because, in point offact,tne supervision 
and general management of the police force were secondary, and 
the duties facile ; these mostly had devolved upon me as chief in- 
spector during the administration of the department by my pre- 
decessors, on account of their time being mostly taken up on the 
bench, dispensing justice or otherwise in close application to study- 
ing law ; nence uie admission of Mr. Dashwood " that my services 
at head-quarters can be but ill spared." Fortunately, however, I 
had the able.assiHtance of an experienced clerk, Mr. S. Beddome, 
who instructed me in the routine duties of the police-court, and by 
diligent application and hard study of the various statute laws and 
acts of council I mastered the situation. 

Need this avowal be considered surprising P Let the reader who 
has followed me thus far through a most eventful career, and is aware 
of the little opportunities I had had for study and improvement, 
say whether 1 did not have a Herculean task to surmount, rendered 
gtill more embarrassing in consequence of the array of eminent 
legal functionaries, such as his Honour Judge Gwynne (who re- 
cently retired), the late Sir B. Hanson, Sir J. Fisber, Messrs. 
Parker, Ingleby, Smith, and others, who in defending their clients, 
endeavoured by every ingenuity to puzzle and make me believe that 
black was white. No one knows but myself bow my faculties were 
strained, and how I spent hours burning the midnight oil poring 
over and studying Roscoe's " Law of Evidence " and other legal 
nutboritiea ; nevertheless, I went through the ordeal, and from the 
day I took office, until the Ist November, 1850, when Mr. Dashwood 
resumed the police commissionership and police magistracy, I 
quarterly disposed of from three to four hundred cases, some being 
most intricate, without having had one justice of the peace on the 
bench to assist me ; and out of all these not one appeal was lodged 
against my decision, although an attempt was once made to bnng 
au action against me claiming 500/. damages for false imprison- 
ment — which signally failed. I refer to the case against McCabe, 
the auctioneer ; uie particulars I will briefly narrate, premising that, 
owing to numerous petty robberies which had taken place m the 
city, such as articles of linen from off lines, saddles, bridles, &c, 
.from back-yards and out-houses, which could not be traced by the 
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police, I deemed it my dnty to express a belief in one of my 
quarterly police reports, pnblislied in the Government Gazette, tliat 
tnese thefts were committed by a class of criminals who disposed 
of their pilferings by having them sold at the night auctions ; and 
with a view to stop the nefarious practice, suggested that niffht 
auctioneers should be licensed, and compelled to keep proper books, 
in which the name, occupation, residence, and date of the person 
bringing articles for sale should be entered, and the said goods 
minutely described. Which opinion and proposal brought a 
hornet's nest about my ears, in the shape of insulting letters in 
thepublic journals, and stin^ng paragraphs. 

Thus matters continued for some time, when an opportunity 
offered of verifying my statements. Whilst engaged in office one 
morning, some one knocked for admittance, and upon being 
requested to enter I found the visitor to be Mr. Bobin, of the firm 
of Bobin Brothers, wholesale merchants, whose warehouse was 
in Hindley Street, which, he proceeded to relate, had been bur- 
glariously entered during the mght, and a quantity of goods stolen 
to the value, as far as known, of about 300Z. Amongst the articles 
taken, were many gross of cards of superior lace, worth three 
shillings and sixpence each card wholesale, which he would identify, 
as they were privately marked. The other goods consisted of roUs 
of silk and other fabrics, but he could not say whether they were 
marked. The premises had been entered through a window, in 
forcing which a chisel had been used, which had been inadvertently 
left benind by the robbers. This being the only clue which then 
could be given, Mr. Bobin retired, promising to furnish me with 
further particulars, and the exact description of the stolen property, 
as soon as possible — ^which he did later in the day. 

Having placed the whole information thus gained in the hands 
of Inspector Litchfield, I instructed him to select one of the most 
intelligent sergeants to attend the night auctions in plain clothes, 
and endeavour to obtain some clue to the robbery. Accord- 
ingly the officer specially appointed for this important duty 
repaired at night to McCabe's auction room, in Hindley Street, 
which on that occasion was crowded to excess with men and women. 
After a few trifiing articles had been disposed of, Mr. McCabe 
addressing the throng, and holding up a number of cards of lace, 
said, — 

** Now, ladies, I am glad to see so many of you present to-night, 
because a rare opportunity offers of purchasing a very superior 
article, much in request by ladies, i.e. lace for trimmings." 

Then handing a number of sample cards to the attendant, 
he directed him to take them round and let the ladies judge for 
themselves. 

Next to the disguised sergeant stood a worthy couple, who, 
with evidently an eye to business, examined the card, passed 
their opinion as to the value of the lace, &c., and were about to 
return them to the man, when the wide-awake official said, — 

VOL. n. I 
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** I 'beg pardon, will ydn please allow me to see those cards of 
laceP" . 

** Oh ! certamljr/' replied they, handing them. 

A glance was snffident ; they bore the private mark of Messrs. 
Bobin Brothers. 

IJpon the samples being retamed to the anctioneer, he said, — , 

" Now, ladies, give me a bid." 

Threepence was first offered per card, followed by a penny 
advance nntil sixpence was bid, and they were knocked down to 
the man near the sergeant, who said he wonld take the whole lot 
at that price. 

After the sale the purchaser went forward, paid for and re- 
ceived the cards, and walked towards the door, at which the 
officer stopped him, saying he was a sergeant of police, and that he 
mnst accompany liim to the police-station, as the lace he had 
Ixmght was supposed to be stolen. 

'Ae discomfited couple were thus reluctantly made to surrender 
their recent cheap purchase, receiving an official document in 
exchange thereof. The following morning the detective was in 
waiting at my office door, and announced to me the result of his 
evenings adventure. 

"Bravo, sergeant!" I exclaimed. **I am overjoyed at your 
success — thus proving the allegation that these night auctions 
ara the receptacles for stolen goods. Go at once to Mr. Bobin, 
show him the cards, and if he i&ntifies them as his property, and 
jmrt of the goods stolen on the night of the burglary, let him 
initial and date them in your presence." 

Obedient to these iuRtructions, the cards were submitted to Mr. 
Bobin, who at once identified them as part of the property stolen, 
and then placed his initials upon them as desired. I next directed 
the sers^eant to wait upon Mr. McCabe with my compliments, and 
after showing him the cards, say that I required to know from 
whom he had obtained them, as they were identified as having 
been stolen. When lo ! to my utter astonishment and disgust, he 

brought back a message that he would see me d d first. 

Thinking probably Mr. McCabe might have been offended by 
Bending[ an inferior officer, I sent him back with Inspector Alford 
to obtain the information I required ; but thev brougnt back word 
that after showing the lace to McCabe he denied having sold it, 
or knowing anvthing about it (omitting, however, a repetition of the 
insulting epitnet); and as a consequence Inspector Litchfield laid 
an information, charging him with feloniously receiving and selling 
goods knowing them to be stolen. 

I would remark, that taking into consideration the important 
circumstances involved, with the extraordinary conduct of the 
accused, and seriousness of the charge, I should nave been justified 
in granting a warrant, but only issned a summons for his attend- 
ance ; and obedient thereto, Mr. McCabe appeared in cofirt at the 
appointed hour the following morning, attended by the late-fo 
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Biehard Hanson, -who then, was simpl j Mr. Hanson, attomey'^t- 
law. 

Upon the charge being read the acensed pleaded not gniltjr, and 
pending the arrival of Mr. Bobin, the evidence of the sergeant and 
the purchaser d the alleged stolen property was taken. Mr. Eobin 
then stated that the cards of lace e^ng produced had been .his 
property, and still retained his private mark upon them. He 
DOttsht them from a person named Leare, at Mr. Emmet's, and to 
tiie oest of his knowledge he thought those produced were stolen 
from him ; but if the case was remanded he thought he could give 
such private information as would enable the police to detect the 
thief, if tbe cards were stolen.' Accordingly, I intimated I should 
adjourn the case for a week, and would require Mr. McOabe to 
enter into a bond of lOOZ. and two sureties of 501. each. 

Upon making this decision known, Mr. Hanson demanded to 
know whether he was to understand that his client was a prisoner? 

" Certainly," replied I ; " and until the required bail is forth- 
coming he must remain in the custody of the police." 

Whereupon he commenced taunting me with being "too young 
to sit there as a ma^strate; besides, he thought it very inconsistent 
I should wear a pohce uniform on the Bench, and appear both in 
the capacity of prosecutor and judge." 

In reply, I reminded him that doubtless he had read my quar- 
terly pohce reports in the Gazette, in which I had especially 
pointed out to the Government the incompatibility of the two 
offices. The post was conferred upon me unsolicited, and without my 
first being consulted ; but having entered upon its duties, I would 
endeavour to discharge them to the best of my ability. I trusted, 
therefore, to his good sense not to repeat such unfeeling and offen- 
sive remarks, otherwise self-respect would compel me to commit 
him for contempt. That threat be never forgave till a few months 
before his death. When in the ministry and holding the portfolio 
of attorney-general, in 1863, and as one of the Executive Council, 
he advised the late Sir Henry Young to remove me from the 
commissionership ; and I have reason to believe also that he 
repeatedly thwarted- and opposed my obtaining a stipendiary ship 
wfien vacancies occurred, w^^ch were conf«»Tef upon ^hers, some 
of whom had been my subordinates in the police, and one in par- 
ticular a trooper 1 

It was customary, when the judges with the sheriff and other 
officials were on circuit in the south-east, to give a concert in 
honour of tbeir Tisit when at Bobe. On the la st occasion that Sir 
Biehard held a circuit court there, a concert was got up and held 
in the Institute,- at which he attended, accompanied by Lady 
Hanson and daughter.* That evening X played several solos on the 
violin, my wife accompanying me on the piano. After the enter- 
tainment, Sir Biehard introduced Lady Hanson and daughter^ to 
hb, and paid us a-flattering compliment on our performance, which 
I acknowledged in- sttitable- terms, and the next day his Honour 

I 2 
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and her ladyship called and left their cards at our residence. 
" There," said I to my wife, " Sir Richard has buried the hatchet 
at last." And, doubtless, had he lived he would have used his 
powerful influence in my behalf, which, indeed, when taking a 
stroll with him and Lady Hanson on the beach after returning 
their call, he intimated was his intention, by getting me reinstated 
in the police, adding, " which you onght never to have left." 

Havmg thus unavoidably digressed from the main tenour of my 
narrative, I now resume. On the day of adjournment Mr. 
McCabe and his legal adviser attended. Upon Mr. Bobin being 
called, he stepped m the witness-box, and gave his evidence at 
length in regard to the robbery, description and value of articles 
taken, &c. ; and upon being again shown the cards sold by McCabe, 
and produced at the last examination, I asked him whether they 
were his property ; to which he replied, " he could not say, because 
some cards of lace of the same description, and privately marked 
as those in court, had been sold prior to the robbery." "Where- 
upon, without observation or remark, I dismissed the case ; and as 
Ittr. Hanson left the court with his client, I heard one of them 
mutter words in effect that he would make me " pay for it." True 
to which threat, a few days later I was served with a writ as 
before mentioned, which I at once forwarded to the colonial secre- 
tary, with a letter explaining the particulars of the case. The 
matter was then placed in the hands of the crown solicitor, the 
Hon. Charles Mann, who at once took the necessary steps to defend 
the action, and at a subsequent interview I had with him, he 
treated the affair with contempt and ridicule, and said it would 
never be proceeded with, because Mr. Hanson would be ashamed to 
do so ; which later events verified. 

On my return from Victoria with the first overland escort, in 
1852, 1 met Mr. McCabe in the street, who at once accosted me, 
and candidly confessed that he had been ill-advised in taking the 
proceedings he did, and regretted exceedingly that, owing to his 
intemperate and hasty conduct, I should have been put to so much 
trouble and vexation. 

In consequence of certain promotions having taken place in 
several departments of the public service, I received the following 
letter from Captain Charles Sturt, colonial secretary,, dated 
October 28th, 1860 :— 

" Sm, — The lieutenant-governor has instructed me to notify to 
you that the office of police commissioner having become perma- 
nently vacant by the appointment of Mr. Finniss to the office of 
colonial treasurer, on the confirmation by the secretary of state of 
my appointment as colouial secretary, vice Mundy resigned, his 
Excellency has been pleased to appoint Mr. Dashwood to resume 
the duties of police commissioner on the 1st proximo. He will 
therefore relieve you from the duties of that office, and you will 
return to the office which you previously filled under Mr. Dashwood. 
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'* In commnnicating tliese arrangements, the lienteDant-govemor 
desires me to congratulate you on your haying had a longer teuure 
of the acting appointment of police magistrate than either his 
Excellency or yourself anticipated; and the lieutenant-governor 
has every confidence that the zeal and efficiency as inspector which 
obtained for you this advantage will continue to be exercised under 
your former commanding officer, so as to strengthen on any similar 
contingency your claim to the like accidental advantage. 

*• I have, &c., 

"Charles Stubt, 

" Colonial Secretary." 

During the fifteen months I thus temporarily held the office of 
police commissioner and police magistrate, much of my time was 
necessarily occupied; nevertheless I found enough to devote in 
endeavouring to ameliorate the condition and future welfare of the 
department, for which the police of the present day are indebted to 
me, and are reaping the benefit of. I refer to the ** Police Super- 
annuation Fund ;" and as the origin of the formation of this lund 
is not generally known, I will give its history. Conceiving that in 
the distribution of the reward fund it was unfairly divided, the in- 
spectors receiving the lion's share, I suggested that ail fines thus 
obtained should be thrown into a fund; that the Legislature 
should add lOOOZ. as a '* nest ^%%r S'^d a certain percentage be 
deducted from every member's pay ; and that the whole should be 
placed at interest. Of late years the suggestion has been adopted 
by my successors, who ignore my claim ; but in order that there may 
be no doubt as to who is rightly entitled to the credit, I will give 
an extract from my quarterly police report ending 31 st March, 
1850, published in the Government Oazetie, which will clearly 
establish my position. It is as follows : — 

"Referring to my predecessor's reports, I find, upon turning 
back several quarters, allusions are made to the frequent chants 
which are constantly taking place in the force, and further mention 
is made of the difficulty experienced in filling the vacancies by 
suitable persons. Althougn I do not feel this latter incon- 
yenience, there being no lack of highly respectable young men 
most anxiously desirous of joining the police, I am sorry to report 
that resignations still often occur. I feel assured, however, that 
this evil will soon cure itself, from the fact that I am in possession 
of the names of many who have resigned, and who are now 
soliciting as a particular favour to be readmitted. Nevertheless 
these frequent changes are a source of great regret to me, the ser- 
yice being in some measure crippled Siereby, as it requires some 
time and experience to constitute an efficient officer. 

" With a view of encouraging active and useful men to remain in 
the police, 1 beg most respectfully to submit to his Excellency's 
consideration the formation of a fund, having for its object the 
granting of pensions to the officers and constables after a certain 
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nnmber of J^n' senrice, or to their widows in case of death. 
Should his Excellency meet with approbation this idea, the scale 
of pensions might be hereafter regolated accordinjB^ to length of 
senrice ; and in order to carry so important an object into effect 
and ■ to support the expenditare, I would beg to suggest that the 
Legislature Tote an annual sum, and that every member of the 
force should contribute to the fund W subscribing monthly a 
certain sum, regulated by the amount of his salary. 

" I think competency ensured in this way would tend very much 
to induce men to remain in the force. At present there being no 
provision in case of accident or impaired health, a meritorious 
officer after serving the Government with zeal and fidelity may be 
suddenly maimed for life in performance of his duty, or find his 
oonstitution ruined without any hopes of a future maintenance for 
himself or his family." 

$ • Consequent upon a wide-spread rumour that Mr. Bashwood was 
about to be transferred to the head of the Customs Department, I 
made an application to the Government for the appointment of 

Solice commissioner in the event of such a contingency, and in 
^ ne time I received the appointment, which was announced to me 
in the following communication : — 

** Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" January Srd, 1852: 
''8iB, — I have the honour to inform you that the lieateaant- 
govemor has been pleased to appoint you to be commissioner of 
police and police magistrate, vice G. F. Dashwood, Esq., trans- 
frared to the head oi the Customs Department, and I have to 
request that you will forthwith hand over to Mr. C. W. Stuart, 
who has been appointed inspector of mounted police in your 
stead, all cash, booKS, and vouchers which may at present be in 
your keeping. 

" I have, &c., 

" B. T. FiNiriss, 

''Colonial Secretary. 
" To Alexander Tolmer, Esq. 

** P.S. — ^You are requested distinctly to understand that this ap- 
pointment is subject to her Majesty's approval, and that in the 
event of not receiving the royal confirmation you will revert to 
your present position. 

" B. T. F." 
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Effect of the gold discoTieries in South Aostralia-— The distress:— Coor* 
merciftl ciisis^— The banks — The - Ballion Aet-—The Gold Bseort— * 
Journey to Mount Alexander— The diggings — Forest Creek — Home* 
ward journey with the first escort-^Daisy Hill-«Public coogratulatloDs 
— The second escort. 

TiN-mining had np to this time been one of the priacipal emploj- 
ments of the Sonth Australians, and the rich ores of the famous Bnrra 
Burra had been universally reckoned as wonderful specimen8>JEM the 
productions of a copper-mine. It was not therefore to be wondered 
at that a population like tkat of South Australia should at an earfy 
period have taken advantage of the neighbouring gold-fields dE 
Victoria, and resorted thither. The Burra Burra workmen and' 
other copper-miners were amongst the first to set off to the 
attractive Eldorado. Some parties went overland — a toilsome 
journey through bush and swamp; others took advantage of . the 
sea passage, for which every available vessel was engaged, and 
each conveyed an eager and excited freight of passeuffers. In 
many of these vessels people were crowded together like sheep, and 
they must have snffei^^any priyationa during the passage to 
Melbourne ; but all these were cheerfully undergone in order that 
there might be reached the wonderful Eldorado, where gold was to 
be had in such abundance. Towards tha close of 1851 the towns 
and villages, and other settlements in the colony, were nearly 
cleared of all the male inhabitants who previously resided in thenk 
The mines were left without miners, and the large engine then on 
its way to the Burra Burra mine, was abandoned about half way 
upon the road &om Adelaide, by the workmen in charge; nor 
could it be got to its destination tor some time until the diggerg 
began to return to the colony with their gains. The little 
properties in land and cottages which the industry of many a 
working man had enabled him to acquire were eagerly offered by 
their owners for a tithe of their value, in order to enable them to 
procure the necessary outfit for the diggings. That these outfits 
miffht be procured, families were left in a state of absolute beggary, 
with starvation staring them in the face. They were dependent on 
the charity of their neighbours, most of whom were not in a better 
position themselves. Thus was this fine colony brought suddenly 
to the verge of ruin ; but ultimately it derived great benefit from 
the very cause of the distress which it suffered for awhile. The 
distress, it should be said, was not the worst feature of the case, as 
for some time there had been gradually increasing an amount of 
commercial unsoundness, arising from speculation and overtrading 
that threatened a serious crisis in the general business affairs of 
the colonists. The exodus of the labouring population of course 
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liastened this crisis, as the heavy drain on the banks for specie 
restricted the accommodating power of those institutions. Every 
emigrant took with him from the colony whatever money he 
possessed, in gold, and the consequence was a greatly restricted 
issue of notes, which were by law redeemable in gold only. In a 
short time upwards of fifteen thousand individuals left Adelaide 
and the country districts, by sea and land. 

To quote from an ably written document, the second annual 
report of the South AustraHan Chamber of Commerce for 1852 : — 
" For a time it seemed that the props of our material prosperity 
were about to give way. The streets of Adelaide were deserted, 
houses were alnajidoned by their tenants, rents fell, and property 
became unmarketable. The shops of our retailers presented their 
tempting wares in vain. There was a general arrest put on all 
business ; and this at a time when the stock of merchandise in the 
market was unprecedeutedly heavy, and when the bill engagements 
of the mercantile community were larger probably than they had 
ever been before. At this juncture, as if to mark with ffreater 
emphasis the signs of iJie times, a vessel arrived at Port Adelaide 
from Melbourne, with a number of our colonists on board, who 
after a few weeks' successful digging at the gold-fields of Victoria, 
had brought back with them to this colony gold-dust to the value 
of 60,000/. This they were desirous of converting into money, but 
such was the straightened condition of the money-market that 
purchasers could not be found for it. A portion of it was 
eventually sold at 55s. to 56«. per ounce, the price at Melbourne 
being 60s. at the time, and the remainder was carried back to 
Victoria. Such a circumstance was quite sufficient to show the 
critical position into which the colony had been thrown. It was 
therefore desirable by every possible means to attract back a^in 
with their gains as many of the absentee colonists as could be 
induced to come, in order that their wealth might be rendered 
available for the general good; but an unexpected difficulty had to 
be encountered. The successful d^ger could not sell his gold if he 
brought it back, there being no money in the colony with which 
to purchase it. At one time the coffers in the treasury were 
empty, and the civil servants had not received any pay for three 
inonthB." ' 

Oojb of this state of affairs arose the deliberations that resulted 
in the famous Bullion Act, which really saved the colony, ana 
prored the energy and wisdom of its rulers. The history of this 
JLot is thus g^iyen in another part of the report first quoted ^^ 

••It was at this time, when ruin was staring every one in the 

fBO^ and when there had already been ax&mistakable symptoms of 

•^ ^DDroaching run on one of the baj^s, -that the Committee of the 

b«r of Commerce held a conference with the managers of the 

'Udng institutions with refereii.ce to the measures to be 

to meet the appalling crisis, ^t this meeting tbe diffi- 

<Mur poaitioa were f nUy discussed. The radical cause of 
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the extreme financial embarrassment which existed was acknow- 
ledged to be the sudden and uncontrollable efflux of specie, which 
was gradually contracting the circulation into dimensions totally 
inadequate to meet the wants of the community. It was con- 
sidereo, if the banks were permitted by law to base their issues for 
a time on uncoined gold at such a price as would leave a safe 
margin for the transmission of the gold to England, and its re- 
placement in coin, that perfect security woidd be offered to the 
pubHc, and a palliation, if not a complete corrective, presented to 
the disorder which prevailed. It was perceived that such a 
measure, if devised, would enable the banks to afiford the required 
banking accommodation to their customers, so that every really 
solvent man should have an opportunity of retrieving his position. 
It was anticipated that a currency so free, and yet so legitimate, 
would create a market for the raw gold ; and that thus, which was a 
much more coveted desideratum, the gold-digger of South Australia 
would be laid under inducements to return with his auriferous 
treasure to this colony. It was unanimouslv held that we were 
shut up to the line of policy here indicated, it we would preserve 
the colony from general bankruptcy, and avert a catastrophe 
which threatened to engulf all our colonial interests, for a time at 
least, in overwhelming confusion. To embody these views in 
some definite shape it was resolved that the Chamber, in conjunc- 
tion with the banks, should make an urgent application to the 
Government to establish an Assay Office, for the purpose of 
assaying and converting gold into stamped ingots, to be exchanged 
with the banks for their notes. Such was the crude form of a 
scheme which ultimately resolved itself into the Bullion Act. 

" The representatives of the mercantile and banking interests, 
with the exception of the manager of the Bank of Australasia 
(Mr. Tomkinson) who dissented from this proposal, and would not 
agree to take the ingots of gold as a legal tender, immediately 
petitioned the lieutenant-governor. Sir Henry Young, to convene 
the Legislative Council for the purpose of taking into consideration 
these proposals for the relief of the colony. At once responding to 
the general desire, Sir Henry issued a summons for the Council 
to meet on the 28fch of January, 1852. The welfare of the colony 
was in their hands. It was an anxious time for the members, 
as* they were called upon to make a daring innovation on esta- 
bhshed rules and principles ; but the Council nobly did their duty, 
and with but few amendments the Government ordinance was 
passed^ and in time became law." 

The part the lieutenant-governor took on this occasion is thus 
noticed by the mercantile body in the report before alluded to : — 

"And nere it is only an act of justice to the lieutenant-governor 
to acknowledge the obligation under which he has laid the colo- 
nists, for having, at considerable responsibihty, although, at their 
ixianimous desire, affixed the royal sanction to a measure which, 
lowever imperatively called for, and however beneficial in its 
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operation, is apt to be looked npon with saspicion or aTersion at 
a distance, wnere the pecnliar circnmstances which rendered it 
necessary^ however forcibly described, can be faintly appreciated. 
Snch an act on his part was a graceful concession to tne popolar 
will, as expressed in one of its niost intelligent forms, and as snch 
is calculated to strengthen the good understanding which ought to 
subsist betwixt the Government and the people/* 

By the Bullion Act it was provided that an Assay Office should 
be established under the auspices of Government, for smelting, 
assaying, and stamping gold, for which a charge of one per cent, 
should bo mode to cover the cost of the establishment. It was 
further provided that the owners of gold stamped at the Assay 
Office should be entitled to demand of the banks their notes 
against the gold, at the rate of SZ. 11#. per ounce for standard 
fineness, the gold in such case being passea direct from the Assay 
Office to the banks. It was also stipulated that the gold ingots 
should be a legal tender at the banks, and that the notes of the banks 
should be a legal tender betwixt third parties. These were the 
chief features of the measure, which was to last for one twelve- 
month from the period of its enactment. With a view of assisting 
in the good work, and enabling those at the ^old-fields to transmit 
their earnings at once to their wives and friends, without leaving 
their claims, I forwarded the following letter to the Grovexnp 
ment: — 

" Police Commissioners Office, Adelaide, 

" January 31s^, 1852. 

•* Sir, — The importance to this province, particularly at this 

junctnre, of securing quick communication between Adelaide and 

Mount Alexander having occurred to me, I have the honour to sug- 

l^est to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor the expediency of 

immediately cstablisning a mounted police escort, consisting oi an 

officer and six men, and provided with a proper spring cart or 

other conveyance, for the purpose of bringing back to this colony 

the earnings of the South Australian gold-mggers. The effect of 

the Government measure, which now insures to importers a fixed 

price for their gold, will doubtless induce hundreds, in preference 

to sending it to Melbourne, to avail themselves of the Adelaide 

escort, thereby equally benefiting this colony with Victoria by its 

wonderful discoverios of the precious metol ; confidence would 

-likewise be restored amongst the community, and things would go 

on oaietlj as heretofore. 

**From the knowledge I obtained of the country when I 

was dem>atchod in 1847 by Colonel Robe to lav out the present 

Oirwlaod mail line of road, I am inclined to tnink that a great 

Oistence miffht be saved by taking a more direct course across the 

Mrab from Wellington. On reference to the map I find that the 

^tenoe from Adelaide to Mount Alexander, in a direct line, is 

7 3IOiai20tf, whereas, by the present line it is upwards of 400. 

^■^ aia JQxoeUency entertain my views, and approve of the 
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above scheme, I beg respectfully to tender my services, and sbaU 
be most bappj to take cnarge of the first party. 

*• I have, &c., 

" Alexander Tolmbb, 

*' Commissioner of Police. 
•* The Hon. the Chief Secretary." 

Instead of a reply to the foregoing, I received a commnnicati(m 
from the colonial secretary (Mr. B. T. Finniss), dated 3rd Feb- 
ruary, intimating that he was directed by the lieutenant-governor 
to inform me that further reductions were to be made in the police 
force, in addition to those authorized in a communication prior to 
that date, by which thirty police constables from the mounted 
(force, and twenty from the metropolitan force were ordered to 
cbe struck o£E the muster-roU, if possible by the close of that 
. znonth. 

This, I at once saw, would so completely cripple and disorganize 
the force that it would be utterly impossiUe to carry out the 
enter^se proposed ; indeed, I was credibly informed at the time 
that I had been voted a fit subject for the lunatic asylum for 
suggesting such a Quixotic scheme as the escort. 

A day or two after receipt of the colonial secretary's letter, I 
was haviog a chop at Barron's, in King WiUiam Street. In the 
room were several persons, among them was Mr. (now Sir A. B.) 
Torrens, who occupied a table opposite my own. A few minutes 
afterwards Mr. Torrens asked me, loudly enough for any one to 
hear, " What scheme is this of vours, Tolmer, about an escort, and 
bringing gold from Victoria P In reply I explained the subject 
of my letter to the Government. He listened attentively, but 
even after the many years I do not remember what opinion he 
expressed on the subject. 

The incident, in its after-effects, impressed me forcibly with the 
wisdom of Bm;8' lines:- 

If there's a hole in a' your coats, 

I rede ye tent it ; 
A chiel's aman^ ye takin' notes« 

An' faith he'll prent it. 

The very next morning there appeared a leader in one of the journals 
headed " Tolmer's Scheme,** which the writer was good enough to 
speak of as the only means, with the Bullion Act, of saving the 
colony from a state of bankruptcy, and so on. 

Almost immediately after the article appeared, I received a 
verbal message to attend his Excellency's office at the Government 
buildings. I repaired thither, and met his Excellency (the late Sir 
Henry Young), the colonial secretary (Mr. B. T. Finniss), and the 
late Sir R. Hanson, attorney-general. I well remember now, that 
as I entered the room I detected a broad smile upon each of their 
countenances, which I interpreted as indicative of a moot question, 
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or else es a eign that mj propoaal ' 
Eia Eioellency, addrcBaiug me, aald, 
about thia scheme of yours P " 

I replied, " Your EEoellency, I preBnme, has received my le 
explaining the object of the entcrpriBB ; to that I have notl 

" Bat," reioiaed be, " have you not received iiiBtraotionB to id 
hirge reduotiona in thepolice force P " 
" Yea, I ha,ve, your Excellency." 
" Then how can yon possibly form an escort P " 
I replied that ita reduction wa,a certaiolr the great difficult; 
the way ; but I aubmitted, aa mj proposal was merely an exj 
ment, and only required a small party, that I propoaed to fon 
by withdrawing a poiice-trooper each from Welhngton, Jlosq 
Plains, and Mount Gambier. These men would be instructe* 
join Police-constablo Bowe, with the police-cart and three ho 
that would ba despatched from headquarters, and make the ' 
rf (jieir way to Mount Alexander viA Portland Bay. 

With regard to myself, I proposed to start from headqnai 
■with two man, a native, and pack-horse, to eroas the Muira; 
"Wellington, thence to endeavour to find a shorter and better ri 
to the diggings, where I would joia the other detachment. If 
trial proved Buoceaaful, and if the Government conaidered it e: 
dient to organize a atronger and more effective escort, one m: 
then be penaanentljf eBtabliahed, which could easily be dont 
countermanding the instructions to reduce the estabhshment. 

His Excellency had apparently well considered the subject, 
come to a. reaotntion previously to this interview with his 
miniators, bccnuae after I had submitted my propoaed plan of op 
tionB. he at once said, " Very well, Mr. Tolmer ; you are at lib 
to go. When do you think you can start P " I said, " In tw 
three daTS," and then withdrew. Later in the day I received 
official letter frora the colouial secretaiTi embodying spe 
inatructiouB for me to atart forthwith for the purpose of establ 
ing an escort to bring back gold-dust to Adelaide from the Vict 
diggings. The inatmction wos bastMl apon the proposal just m 
Seeing that I would require a compass and correct map of ' 
toria, I forwarded an application for them on 6th February, 1 
Next day I sent to Inapcctjir Stnart the following memo 
^inspector Stuart will have the goodness to give mrection 
"table Eowe to atari with the police cart and three ho 
t flth inataot ; proce^ by easy atages to the po 
■**~ ""lains, and on hia arrival pot himself under 
it Lamb,'' &c. 

'B upon thia eventful enterprise, I issuec 

the following General Order, esped 

» Stoart with an obvious purpose : — 

n of police having received his EzoeUency 

''b iostrnctioas to proceed overload to M< 
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Alexander, in the province of Victoria, with a view to open np a 
new and shorter line than that at present nsed, and to establish an 
escort to bring back gold-dust to Adelaide, Inspector Stuart will 
during his temporary absence take command of the establish- 
ment." 

Upon reaching Forest Creek (as mentioned in my journal hereto 
appended), I encamped in a gully about two miles from the head- 
quarters of Mr. Commissioner Wright, and whilst my police- 
troopers were looking after the horses, and the native and myself 
were preparing a break- wind, I suddenly saw approach a mounted 
officer, whom I recognized as my old and intimate friend Andrew 
Berry, known as Lonff Berry on account of his great stature. 
He could hardly credit the fact of having stumbled upon the South 
Australian Police Commissioner in such an out-of-the-way place. 
He insisted eventually that I should accompany him to the resident 
commissioner. I consented, and was duly officially introduced to 
the functionary, whom I always afterwards found courteous, affable, 
and hospitable. On this occasion he would not listen to the idea 
of my remaining encamped in the bush to await the arrival of my 
party from Adelaide, but at once gave instructions for the accommo- 
dation of myseK and my men and horses at his camp. 

At a meeting of the South Australian diggers, convened by Mr. 
Anthony Forster, the late Mr. Henry Mildred, and others, which 
was held at the Post Office, Forest Creek, at which I attended by 
request, never shall I forget the outburst of enthusiasm and joy 
expressed by the thousands who were gathered that da^ to give me 
welcome. In truth I believe it would have been possible to have 
got off my horse and walked on the heads of the assemblage, so 
closely were they wedged in around me, anxious to hear the account 
I gave of my journey and the important recent legislation in 
South Australia. I then intimated to the meeting that as soon as 
the party of police arrived I should make it known throughout the 
diggings by affixing notices on trees, specifying the day, ^lace, and 
hour when I should be prepared to receive gold-dust, which might 
be entrusted to my care, and for which I should give receipts, with 
the distinct understanding, however, that the South Australian 
Government would not be responsible. I further explained, that I 
would take charge of any letters for their friends in which the 
receipts might be enclosed, so that no delay might occur in obtain- 
ing the respective parcels consigned to them on my arrival in 
Adelaide. Hearty cheers were thereupon given for Sir Henry 
Young, the Ministry, and myself, and one cheer more went up for 
their helpmates and bairns left at home in South Australia. 
These facts, I have no doubt, will be vividly remembered by many 
who were present on the occasion. The memory will cause perhaps 
a thriU of pleasure, or reflections not unmixed with pain, bringing 
back the remembrances of family bereavements, pecuniary losses, 
and ffrievous wrongs sustained since that epoch. 

Ts^ing advantage of the mail leaving for Melbourne, I forwarded 
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flat; Here there is a Bplendid well, or cave, with abundance of 
water. The survey party had encamped at this spot, and had 
secured the top of the well bj fixing a cask sawn in half. As we 
app roached, a namber of bronze-winged pigeons flew from within. 
Watered the horses by means of my oiled calico tent, and pushed 
on, keeping same course towards two peaks. Halted for a few 
minutes in a valley amongst some light-looking sandy ranges ; very 
little grass, no water. Native says water could be obUined 1^ 
digging. Distance from last halting-place, ten miles. Fassea 
tl^ou^ heavy, sandy country, densely scrubby ; saw some, native 
signal-fires to the north-east. The scrub becsune still more dense 
as we proceeded, and impeded our progress greatly ; added to this, 
the pack became every moment entangled in the branches, so that 
towards night I found myself forced to fall back upon the beaten 
track which cuts that part of the desert known as the Hundred 
Mile Scrub. Made the road at dusk, but saw no sij^ of the survey 
party having passed. Pushed on about a mile further, and 
encamped amongst some shea oaks, honeysuckles, and a variety of 
shrubs, with plenty of grass, and a good supply of water. Shortly 
after encamping, two £ays belonging to the survey party came up, 
the drivers of which informed me that the rest of their party were 
sinking a well, about ten miles back, in a well-grassed patch of 
country of about fifty acres in extent, well wooded. Doubts were, 
however, entertained as to their succeeding in obtaining water. 
They had already sunk twenty feet. Wrote a letter to the deputy 
surveyor-general, acquainting him with the object of my journey, 
and enclosing a copy of the colonial secretary s letter, addressed 
to nie on the subject. Distance travelled this day, thirty miles. 

** Friday f ISth. — A drizzling rain during the night, which soaked 
US completely; left camping-place by eight o clock; traversed 
exlensive open country, sandy, and covered with low bush or heath. 
About four and a half miles from last camp found water in three dif- 
ferent spots amongst the shea oaks. Numerous remarkable granite 
rocks crop out of the ground near this, and will not fail to indicate 
the precise spot to travellers. The wells can be much improved by 
deepening. At noOn halted to refresh the horses in a flat, with a 
fine spring of water, good feed, convenient halting-place. The road 
to-day I found very heavy on account of the sandy nature of the 
soil ; the heat of the sun excessive. Bested two hours, and pushed 
on ; distance from last camp, sixteen and a half miles; horses much 
refreshed ; two and a half miles further, again found water and feed ; 
five miles more, discovered another well — the latter requires 
deepening and cleaning, however, before it is made available. 
Observed the tracks round the wells of a great number of emus ; 
the bronze- winged pigeon is likewise seen in[x>ut the water — a sure 
indication that that great desideratum to the wearied traveller is at 
hand. Passed two or three small plains, well grassed, containiDg 
from fifty to one hundred acres, surrounded with scrub-— no water ; 
possibly it could be obtained by sinking, as the soil differs from the 
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generality of that found in tlie scrub : it is of a ricli black loam, 
and might be made nsefal for growing hay and other produce. 
Encamped for the night amongst the shea oaks ; here two or three 
-wells have been sunk, in which we found abundance of water. This 
«pot makes an excellent camping-place, as there is plenty of feed 
for the horses : distance, forty miles. 

" Saturday, \4ith. — Morning cloudy ; fine travelling weather. Grot 
up early ; not much refreshed, however, in consequence of having 
been disturbed by the howling of the native dogs, which were 
prowling about our camp. These animals are perfectly harmless, 
«jid have never been known to attack any one. It would be well, 
however, for bushmen to drive them off when heard in the vicinity 
of their camp, as they are apt to gnaw the tethers, and thereby 
loosen the horses : a good, useful kangaroo-do^ will always scare 
ihem away. Moved off from the camp at six o'clock a.m.: on 
emerging from the scrub which surrounded our camp, we entered 
a large plain covered with heath, extending to the eastward as far 
as the eye could reach, bounded by a rioge to the north-north- 
east. A conspicuous hill bore east-south-east, near which, the native 
informs me, there is a sheep-station; steered direct for it. The 
road passes at its base, and winds round to the left. The road, 
although sandy, is much less so than yesterday. I noticed a great 
variety of new shrubs ; one in particular was pointed out to me by 
my sable companion; he informed me it bore a fruit in winter 
which the natives are very fond of ; it is sweet-tasted like sugar. 
Saw an emu quietly feeding in the plains. As soon as it noticed 
tis it made off, and would in a few moments have been out of sight, 
but old Cusack commenced whistling in a peculiar manner, which, 
to my surprise and great amusement, not only put a stop to its 
further retreat, but actually brought it back to within a few yards. 
After surveying us for a few moments, it again started oft at a 
wonderful speed. I have frequently in my bush excursions ridden 
after this extraordinary bird, but although well mounted, seldom 
flucceeded in overtaking it ; it gains fresh impetus at every stride. 
Beached the hill above described ; distance from our last encamping- 
cround, fifteen miles. Observed the fresh tracks of sheep; but 
being anxious not to delay a moment, I did not attempt to look for 
the station. This will make a good halting-place for travellers, as 
there is plenty of wood, grass, and water. The road after this is 
extremely heavy, the soil being composed of saud. Arrived at a 
deserted sheep-station; the feed luxurious, the country well 
timbered with gum, shea oak, blackwood, and other trees. Distance 
from hill where sheep-tracks seen, fifteen miles. I may here 
remark, that on reaching this station the desert ends. The 
traveller will find abundance of feed, and water in a well, wherewith 
to recruit his horse before again proceeding on his journey. Marked 
a tree, and left a note for Mr. M*Laren, directing him wnere to find 
water. Altered my course to the east, and pushed on to Mr. 
Scott's station ; distance, eight miles. Had dinner, resumed my 
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joTiniej, and encamped at the WooUhed rtation. This «tatu>n \n 
•applied with excellent water from a chain of deep water-hole* ; 
water permanent* 

" 8imda/y, Ibih, — Finding the water-keg» were Tery inconvenient 
(cansiog coninderable delay in my progretm), and a» water could 
now be obtained with certainty, I aetermined npon leaving them 
at the station nntil mj retnm, Betmmed my lonmey at seven 
o'clock, after onr morning meal. Passed thronffn the same sort of 
country — rich and fertile ; water at intervals of from three to &ro 
miles. My attention was drawn to a very gracelal tree (swamp 
oak) qnite peculiar to this locality ; the leaf is similar to that of 
the casnrina, with this exception, that the former dtands erect, 
whereas the latter droops ; it is likewise dissimilar in taste— the 
one being acid and the other bitter : the wood is Very hard, and is 
much nued by the settlers for fencing and bnildmg purposes. 
Cro«se<l the boundary-line at eight miles. One mile to the east- 
ward of the line Messrs. Lloyd and Young have a station. I called, 
but both were from home. Moved on, and halted two hours at one 
of their out-stations, and had dinner. At this, as well as at every 
other station I have called at, a woman 'hut-keeps,' while the 
husband is minding the sheep. Hut-keepers, shepherds, and other 
labourers are an dimcult to he obtained in this province as in South 
Australia; all are gold-digging mad. Continued an easterly 
course ; came to a lagoon, and had to turn to the north in order to 
head it. The countrjr through which 1 rode this day surpasses 
anything I have met with in South Australia ; vast extensive plains, 
with luxurious herbage, everywhere meet the eye ; these are inter- 
sected by belts of fine timber of all kinds. In crossing one of the 
plains, saw a mob of wild cattle ; no sooner did they perceive us than 
they started off, tearing over the ground and raising sach clouds of 
dust one might have imagined them to be a herd of cmfTaloes. Came 
across old sheep-tracks, but could not spare time to look for the 
station. Suddenly came to a long lagoon, stretching to the north 
and south for several miles. After refreshing ourselves with a 
pannican of tea, pushed on; altered my course to the southward 
for some distance to head the swamp. As this delayed me con- 
siderablv, and took me out of my course, I determined upon cross- 
ing, ana made a dash accordingly. Succeeded* but found it b^gy« 
and water rather deep, occasionally reaching to the saddle-rops. 
I have not the least doubt but that this awkward spot can be 
avoided by going round. Same sort of country; occasionally 
undulating, well grassed, and timbered. Travelle<l till late, and 
encamperl amongst some lar^e timber, with abundance of grass. 
1 de^rmed we had travelled this dav thirty miles. 

*' Monday, 16^^.— 'Horses are looting well, and keep in good condi- 
tion. One or two of them have unfortanatelv sore backs— a matter 
which, particularly in hot weather, is difficult to guard against on 
long journeys. I^addled the horses and started, keepinj( so^ old 
course ; heard the bark of a dog, and on going towards it loond 
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that we Had encamped within a mile of one of Major Firebrace's 
out-stations (sheep) ; here there is a permanent spring of splendid 
water. Heat of the sun dreadful. Beached a deserted sheep- 
station, found water near the hut ; distance from our camp, fifteen 
miles. Our course then took an east-south-east direction, across a 
heath — sandy, and bad travelling ; Mount Arapiles bearing south- 
east; followed the beaten track, and entered some scrub; slow 
trayelling, heavy sand ; this I regret to say continued for fifteen 
miles. I have since been informed that ten miles of this heavy 
part of the road can be avoided by continuing same course at the 
sheep-seation, and not turning to the east-south-east, as I was 
directed to do by the, hut-keeper at Major Firebrace's station. By 
following the line which I now indicate, Mr. Paterson's station on 
the Wimmera will be made, and from thence a track will be 
found leading to the village of Horsham, which is on the direct 
route to Mount Alexander. After leaving the scrub we came upon 
some open country, near two salt lakes. Mount Arapiles distant 
ten miles. Entered some thicklv-timbered country, well grassed ; 
halted for two hours to refresh the horses at some water which we 
found in a swamp on the left of the road ; ten minutes after resum- 
ing our journey crossed the Wimmera Eiver. This is a fine stream, 
not unlike the Onkaparinga, near Hahndorf ; the holes are, how- 
ever, considerably larger and deeper, — some, I dare say, measure 
thirty yards in breadth and from two hundred to three hundred in 
length. The soil on either bank for miles, cannot, I am satisfied, 
be anywhere surpassed for its fertility and richness. Passed the 
station of Messrs. Baily and Hamilton, and moved on, keeping 
along the north bank of the river, to Major Firebrace's station. 
The major was from home ; his son, however, hospitably entertained 
me and my party; to him I feel much indebted for a great deal of 
valuable information respecting the line of route which we have 
still to traveL Distance made this day, thirty-five miles. At 
night it thundered and lightened considerably, which greatly cooled 
the air ; heavy drops of rain felL 

" Tuesday, V7th, — I got up very early and left the house without 
disturbing iJie family, and started. The regular beaten overland 
road passes close to this station ; we ^ot upon it and followed it 
the wnole of the day ; it is rather circuitous, as it follows the 
windings of the river ; by a little observation many miles might 
be sav^ during a day's journey. Passed several fine stations. 
The homestead is invariably enclosed by a substantial fence, and 
stands in the centre of a paddock of from 300 to 400 acres. From 
inquiries which I made, I find that none of the land belongs to the 
squatters ; they rent it from the Crown, with a pre-emptive right of 
purchase. Passed numerous parties on their way to the diggings, 
some encamped, others travelling. Came to the village of Horsham , 
distant twelve miles from the station of Major Firebrace ; after a 
stay of a few minutes at the 'pubs.' resumed my journey. Here 
is a police-station, a store, a blacksmith's, and one or two wooden 
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honseii. Travelled daring tlie day pretty smartly, and arrived 
aboot nine o'clock p.m. at the village of Glenorchy. The village 
\m similar to Horsham, about the same size, and containing about 
the same number of houses. I was forced, much against my 
inclination, to pass the night at the inn, in consequence of the 
want of feed in the neighbourhood. I did not at first like the 
appearance of either the building or the inmates, and in truth I 
was not deceived ; the accommodation was bad, beds filthy, full of 
bugs, charges exorbitant, and extremely uncivil withal. The 
rascally hostler had the impudence (as I was giving directions 
about the feeding of raj horses) coolly to tell me to feed them 
myself ! Distance made, forty-four miles. 

'' Wednesday f I8th. — Made rather a late start ; obliged to ride 
pack-horse, in consequence of my own having a galled back. On 
reaching Mr. Green's station, disrant twelve miles from Glenorchy, 
turned off to left, to avoid the village of Bumbank, thereby saving 
a distance of twenty miles to Mount Alexander : indicated the spot 
by marking a gum-tree with the words, * Take to the left.' Tnis 
track leadii through a well-watered country, with plenty of ^ass, 
to the Navarre mn, kept by a person named Mackav, distant 
from Glenorchy thirteen miles. Bested the horses two hours, and 
once more moved on ; a high range in the distance, beautiful in 
appearance, much resembling the Mount Lofty Range of South 
Australia. On leaving the inn the road became very circuitous ; 
it winds by the bank of a creek, well watered, into the heart of the 
mountains : good travelling — almost level. 

" Thv/Tiday, 19th— Tip hy the break of day ; felt much refreshed, 
having slept soundly all night. Effected a good start at half -past 
•iz o'clock; road led through a beautiful valley, with a creek 
meandering through it; the countrv then became undulating, 
exceedingly beautiiul and romantic, tne rising slopes and valleys 
studded nere and there with shrubs of eve^ descnption, amongst 
which I noticed the silver wattle, or Van Diemen's Land acacia, 
predominating. Passed Mr. M'Kinnon's sheep-station, nine miles ; 
country more hilly, densely timbered ; the stringy bark, blue and 
white gum, box, and many other trees familiar to a South Australian 
are found in the hills. I could not help remarking that the water in 
all the creeks, as I got nearer and nearer to Moant Alexander, is of a 
singularly dark colour, perfectly clear, however, when taken out, 
and sweet tasted. Query: can this be an indication of gold? 
During the day passed through open forest-land, plains, and now 
and again denselv-timbered flats of from three to four miles in 
extent. Made Mr. Bucknall's station; croswed a large creek a 
few hundred yards below the house. The country here, as we 
emerged from the thick timber, changed like magic ; hills appeared 
in our front extending to the right and left for miles, grassy, but 
perfectly bare of a single tree ; these again were bounded to the 
east and south-east by a more distant, remarkable, high-peaked 
range, to all appearance of the same character. Taming the head 
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to the north-east, a ridge, thickly wooded, similar to that already 
described, is seen, behind which rises the already far-famed Mount 
Alexander. Entered the thick wood seen some time back ; a^n 
emerged into a large plain, crossing which we came to the River 
Loddon, where the diggings commenced, thus accomplishing the 
journey between the Murray and it in eight days. Encamped on 
the east bank of the river ; good feed and water. Distance traveller 
this stage, fifty-nine miles. 

" Friday, 20th. — Yisited Forest Creek and Adelaide Gully ; con- 
versed with many of the South Australian gold-seekers, and 
informed them of the purport of my visit ; shortly after it was 
made known throughout tne diggings that I had arrived, I was 
met by crowds, who expressed their delight at the success which I 
had had in making so quick a journey, at the news I was bearer of, 
and at the establishment of a mounted escort to convey the gold 
to Adelaide. I have since been assured that hundreds will remit 
their hard-earned earnings by the present escort, and will so con- 
tinue if it be regularly established, instead of having to send it to 
Melbourne, or otherwise dispose of it, at a shameful loss, to agents 
who reside at the mines. It affords me much pleasure to note that 
the Adelaide diggers in general have obtained, and still continue ' 
to obtain, more gold-dust than others. The greatest good feeling 
appears to prevail amongst them, and I can confidently assert that 
nine out of ten will, as soon as possible, return to settle permanently 
in South Australia, rather than remain in Victoria.*' 

My readers will imagine that, after having travelled a distance 
of upwards of three hundred miles through a country much of 
which was a dense scrub, my police uniform bore marks of wearing ; 
and as my wardrobe was anything but a complete one, I felt my- 
self placed at ^eat disadvantage at the mess, where all the officers, 
military and civil, sat down in bright uniforms ; indeed everything 
was carried on in tip-top style, esj^eciaUy at dinner-time, during 
which a band played excellent music, iftie mess marquee was an 
extensive affair, at which from thirfcy to forty sat down comfort- 
ably together, Mr. Wright, the resident commissioner, taking the 
head of the table. 

The various officers were quartered in commodious tents, pitched 
at equal distance from the marquee. Some of these tents were 
utilized as offices for receiving the gold deposited by the diggers. 
The metal was locked up in strong iron chests guarded by sentries, 
and then forwarded to Melbourne by the escort, at intervals. 

A short distance from the tents were sheds and yards for the 
police horses, and also a temporary lock-up built of strong slabs ; 
altogether the camp was well chosen. In its vicinity I remember, 
was the late poor Louden McLeod's party, and next to it James 
Fisher's. Then there was Stuckey, who, however, soon relinquished 
digging and washing gold, started a baker's shop, and, I believe, 
made a mint of money. 
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The scene at the diggings was indeed a varied one, and would 
fill a Yolmne to describe. Let the reader imagine thousands of 
bearded, nnconth-looking men, dressed in dirty short jumpers, with 
trousers the colour of yellow ochre, busily at work — some filling 
carts with gold-impregnated earth, and carting it to the bank of 
the creek, hned with cradles, where washers were in full operation. 
The cradles used were placed lengthwise with the water, wnich was 
at that time of the thickness of cream, and of a yellow colour. Those 
who worked the cradles, held the handles with one hand, and with 
the other broke the lumps of earth with a stick, and stirred up the 
contents, keeping the cradles constantly rocking, whilst others 
stood by with ladles of some kind, and kept b^ng water con- 
tinuously into them. Others again were carefully washing into 
large tin dishes, the deposits that had fallen through the sieves of 
the cradles on to the boards beneath, and the while standing knee- 
deep in the stream ; tilting the dishes up under water, and thereby 
shaking their contents, they made the precious metal fall to the 
bottom, while the earth and sand were washed out by the water. 
The gold was then again carefully washed, dried, and put temporarily 
into wooden match-boxes, which, when filled, were generally 
reckoned to weigh one pound. The cradles would then be again 
filled, and the same process recommenced, till the men knocked 
off for the night, and returned to their tents and enjoyed the 
evening meals prepared for them by the cooks of their respective 
parties. 

The scene at night was not the less remarkable. The sounds of 
labour were hushed certainly, but they were succeeded by even 
greater uproar — ^loud shoutings and boisterous laughter, the barking 
of dogs, and a continuous popping of fire-arms, which rendered 
walking in the vicinity exceedmgly dangerous after night-fall. 
The object of the tiring was to warn evil-disposed persons, who 
were always prowling aboul, that the inmates of the tents were 
armed, and fully prepared to resist any attempt. 

During one of mv strolls about the diggings, I paid my old 
friend, the late Natnaniel Hailes, a visit. He then kept a store 
near the post-office, and as I had expressed a desire to see diggers 
at work m their holes, he led me to a claim next to his store, 
belonging to two brothers, and permission having been obtained, 
we descended its shaft. It was about nine or ten feet deep, 
and both young men were busily picking out gold with a kniie 
from between two slate rocks which they called a pocket. After 
watching them a few minutes, I tried my hand at it, and in 
less than ten minutes I picked up about half an ounce of fine 
gold. 

Notwithstanding the apparent richness of this hole, they never- 
theless expressed their dissatisfaction with it, and offered to sell 
me their claim for 61. Of course it was quite out of the question 

^'^^ S? ^ .^^y ^*» ^^* ^ referred them to a friend, the son of 
Worthingbon, formerly senior magistrate at Morphett Vale, 
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whom I had met the day previous. To my surprise he declined to 
secure the chance. The two brothers, however, quickly found a 
customer, and when I again returned to i'orest Creek, Hailes told 
me that the purchaser had obtained several thousand pounds' worth 
of gold out of the hole. Such is luck. 

When on a visit to Melbourne, in 1876, I met my old friend 
Worthington, who had been in Melbourne many years practising 
as a solicitor. A day or two after meeting the gold-diggers 
previously described, a chemist and druggist named Carleton, who 
nad a tent at the old Post Office, Forest Creek, very generously 
offered me the use of it, an4 proposed that I should receive the gold 
thereat. This offer I gladly accepted, and upon the arrival of 
Sergeant Lamb and the men under his command I lost no time 
in posting placards on the trees about the diggings, intimating 
that I should attend at that place on the 3rd March, at ten 
o'clock a.m., to receive gold for transmission to Adelaide. 

Long before the hour appointed the approaches to the tent were 
completely blocked up ; thousands of diggers surrounded it, roughly 
pressing and elbowiug each other to get nearer the entrance. 1 
ordered the police to keep a space clear, and then entered upon 
the novel avocation of receiving deposits of the precious metal. I 
soon found that the weighing each parcel of gold and attaching and 
sealing a label to it corresponding with the receipt, occupied so much 
time, that I would have made but little progress nad not Dr. 
William Gosse and Mr. Carleton most kindly assisted me by 
writing the forms of the receipts, which I afterwards filled up, 
signed, and handed to the consignor. 

This process was kept up incessantly till dusk, when I closed 
the safe in which the gold-dust was deposited, and intimated to 
the crowd outside that I would again attend next morning. I 
then removed the gold in the police-cart, under escort, to the com- 
missioner's camp for safety. There a tent had been considerately 
set apart for the express purpose, and for the use of my men, by 
Mr. Wright. That evemng the Colonial Secretary for Victoria 
(Mr. Lonsdale) arrived at the camp from Melbourne. I was intro- 
duced to him by the resident commissioner, as the commissioner 
of police for South Australia ; but to the utter surprise of Mr. 
Wnght, and mortification to myself, that high personage said, 
that although he was very happy to make my acquaintance, yet 
he must decline to recognize me officially. At this announcement 
I expressed myself as greatly disappointed, the more so because 
prior to leaving Adelaide I had been distinctly informed bv the 
colonial "secretary that my credentials would be forwarded per 
first vessel to tne Melbourne authorities. I told him so, and 
Lonsdale coolly rejoined that he was not aware that such docu- 
ments had been received. 

Notwithstanding this explanation I could not help thinking that 
he wofully lacked a knowledge of common rules of etiquette, or 
otherwise that the object of my mission at the gold-fields was 
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objectionable to tbe Yictorian Government. In either case I 
nevertbeless deemed it wise to dissemble for a while. 

The following morning I was again at Oarleton's lent, where 
thousands of diggers had already assembled. I forthwith resumed 
the work of the preceding day, which was continued till nightfall. 
Then, conceiving I had sufficient gold for the first experimental 
trip, I notified to the diggers that I would not take any more ; 
whereapon hisses, groans, and anathemas were unsparingly 
heaped upon me ! 

Feariog that some disturbance might arise, I briefly addressed 
the excited crowd, expressing surprise at their inconsiderate 
conduct, and reminding them that the present was merely an 
experimental trip, in order that the South Australian Government 
might be satisfied that the establishment of an overland escort 
was practicable ; consequently, as I had only at my disposal a 
light cart and a handful of men to protect tne large quantity of 
gold I had received, it would be the utmost folly for me to take 
charge of a larger quantity. The country, as they knew, waa 
overnin with Rangs of basirangers, under the leadirship of the 
notorious Captain Melville, who would not scruple at shooting 
any one of us in order to get possession of the treasure, if he got a 
chance. If I succeeded in reaching Adelaide safely, and if there 
were no obstacles in the way, I guaranteed to be back at the 
diggings within a month, with a properly organized and strong 
escort to enable me to convey away even as much as a ton of 
gold. When I had finished thousands of voices called for three 
cheers for Mr. Tolmer, which, with one for my men, were given 
heartily. 

Shakespeare speaks of a tide in every man's life which, when 
taken at the flood, leads to fortune ; would that I had followed the 
teaching of this wise precept. Before the diggers dispersed several 
came forward and said they had been deputed by the majority 
to invite me to attend meetings at Fryor*s Creek and other parts 
of the diggings, as they wished to present me with a bag of gold 
as a testimonial. This I refused, however, on the ground that if 
I consented to attend these meetings my return to Adelaide to 
relieve their distressed families would be greatly retarded. With 
this explanation, and sincere thanks to the diggers for their good 
intentions, I suggested that if they were desirous of making such 
a presentation they might collect the gold in my absence, and I 
would receive it on my return. 

They promised to do this ; and I may here mention that when I 
did return I was informed that a nugget and one sovereign had 
been collected. But before I left the diggings again on my last 
journey a committee was formed, consistmg of Messrs. Brice B>oss,. 
Anthony Foster, Henry Mildred, Stuckey, and others, who ener- 

fetically set about getting subscriptions, and the result was that 
received money and gold-dust to the value of about 1251., whicK 
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I disbursed in baying horses for the use of the escort on my last 
journey in June. 

That evening at the mess I again met Mr. Lonsdale, who during: 
dinner openly asked, "What quantity of gold-dust have you 
received from the diggers for transmission to their friends in 
Adelaide P " 

Said I, " Is the question put officially ? " 

" Certainly," replied he. 

" Then, sir,** said I, ** as you refuse to acknowledge my official 
position under the South Australian Government, I decline to 
give you the information." 

Tms was a poser I and by the twinkle in Mr. Wright's eyes, and 
the grin on the faces of other officers, it was clearly evident 
that they were highly pleased at my having checkmated Lonsdale, 
especially, if it must be owned, on account of his unpopularity. 

The following morning, however, prior to starting on my return 
homewards, I thought it expedient to use a little diplomacy, as 
my refusal might have proved detrimental to South Austraha by 
the Victorian Government imposing a tax on gold, and accord- 
ingly I addressed a polite letter to me resident commissioner, for 
the information of the colonial secretary, with the following 
enclosed memorandum : — 

" Amount of gold-dust transmitted to South Australia under 
charge of escort : five thousand, seven hundred and fifty ounces- 
(5750 oz.)." 

I was subsequently informed that the rebuff I gave the 
colonial secretary caused a deal of amusement in Melbourne, 
and it certainly formed the subject of a humorous paragraph 
in the Argus, 

Having bid the resident commissioner, and all the officers at 
the camp, good-bye, 1 started on March 5th with my little band 
on the nomeward journey. On the first or second day after 
leaving we encamped in some well-timbered, undulating country, 
with a nice creek of clear fresh water meandering through it, and 
with feed in abundance for the horses. Here there were two 
families from South Australia encamped. I visited their camps, 
and gave them much valuable information respecting the diggings. 
I told them (and the information will bear reproducing for tiie 
sake of contrast) that water for domestic purposes was exceedingly 
scarce at Forest Creek, 2s, 6d, being charged per bucket, and that 
that which was obtained from the creek for washing the stuff wafi 
as thick as cream. They were well provided with picks, shovels,, 
tin dishes, and other requisites for gold-digging, and I strongly 
advised them to remain where they were, as I believed that the 
country about was auriferous, and equally as rich as that at Mount 
Alexander. They followed my advice ; and upon passing the same 
locality with the escort, on my way to Mount Alexander the 
second time, I was astonished to find every spare foot of ground 
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taken np, and hondreds of diggers at work, apparently ffathei 
a rich harvest. The spot was 3ien called Daisy Hill. The n< 
of the wonderful success these two pioneer tamilies met « 
quickly spread ; hence the rush which followed. One of the 1 
was named Cowley, and when on a visit in 1^76 to the place, wl 
is now a township called Amherst, I found one of the juz 
Cowley^s keeping a public-house there. 

During my stay at the resident commissioner's camp I ^ 
informed by several police officers that the Four Posts pul 
house, situate at Glenorchy, vras a notorious rendesvons for 
worst characters, and I was cautioned to be wary whilst th< 
because many had been robbed and murdered in the neighbc 
hood. 

Mindful of this waminsf I increased the speed of the esc 
upon coming in sight of this inn, and when opposite it gave 
order, " Halt ! Front ! Dress ! " in a loud voice. Immedial 
there came out half-a-dozen of the most cut-throat-look 
scoundrels I ever beheld, with the landlord in their midst. ' 
latter, in answer to my question, said that his cognac was 
purest and best anywhere to be found. I told him to produo 
bottle. This done, I satisfied myself that the cork had not b 
tampered with, and desired him to draw it, and give each of 
men a glass as I called them forward, one by one, from 
ranks. 

Whilst this was going on I said jocosely to the knot of ruffi 
watching the proceedings, " Well, lads, when are you going 
shoot me, eh P I always wear this laced cap, you see ! Mind ; 
don't miss me ; and if you don't shoot the driver there as ^ 
you'll never get the gold." 

Having then settled the account for the drinks, I gave 
order! "Files right! Advance guard to the front! Mar 
Trot ! '* my object being thus to impress the fellows with the \ 
that discipline was not lax in the party, and that we were prepc 
for any emergency. 

This apparently had the desired effect, as I distinctly he 
one of the gang say, " It won't do to stop that " 

Nothing of any further moment worth mentioning occurred, 
cept that, after having almost crossed the ninety-mile desert, i 
place called the Hawk s Nest I found a mounted messenger wait 
there, he having been despatched by the late Mr. Taylor, the ed 
of the Register, to meet the escort, and ascertain the day it wc 
moBt likely arrive in Adelaide, as the townspeople were desir 
of ffiving us a public reception. 

Jjong before we reached Grafers numbers of people came f 1 

town to meet us, in vehicles of every description, and otl 

on. horseback ; they then accompanied tne escort. The cavalc 

tamed off near St. John's Church, and entered the populous ] 

'^ Adelaide by the east end of Bundle Street, going thence d< 

^ William Street to the Treasury, where it was met by 
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Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, Mr. B. T. Finniss, the 
colonial secretary, the late Sir Bichard Hanson, attorney-general, 
and a large number of civil servants. 

After having safely deposited the gold in the Treasury vaults, 
and remounted our horses preparatory to filing off to the barracks, 
his Excellency, with hat in hand, called upon the assemblage for 
three cheers for myself and the escort — a demand which was 
heartily responded to. I could not help thinking at the moment 
of the instability of la nature humaine; because when I first 
suggested the establishing the escort, I was deemed to be a lunatic. 
Success having attended the escort, encomiums and applauses 
were the orders of the day. 

Before the assemblage dispersed, I made known that the letters 
brought by the escort would be placed in the General Post Office, 
and delivered in the usual way, and that I should be in attendance 
at the Treasury from ten o'clock a.m. till one p.m. each day to 
distribute the parcels of gold to those to whom they were con? 
signed upon the order or receipt I had given at the diggings being 
presented. 

On the following morning, March 20th, I was at my post, and 
never shall I forget the eager throng, mostly of women and 
children, who pressed forward, with faces beaming with delight, to 
receive their gold, packed in small chamois bags containing from 
half an ounce and upwards. While engaged in the distribution, I 
was highly amused hy an elderly female who, after receiving her 
gold, still lingered, and at last said, ** Please, Mr. Tolmer, my hus- 
band tells me in his letter that he finds a difficulty in picking out 
the gold without his spectacles, and he has desired me to send 
them by you," handing the glasses in a case at the same time. Of 
course I had to decline the trust, and the poor creature walked 
away, apparently quite chagrined. 

The same day the following advertisement appeared in the 
Register : — 

" Testinionial to Captain Tolmer. — At a meeting held on Friday, 
19th March, at the Blenheim Hotel, Hindley Street, for the pur- 
pose of considering the propriety of presenting a testimonial to 
Captain Tolmer, on the occasion of his successful expedition ^ to 
Mount Alexander and his arrival with the first gold escort. John 
Hart, Esq., M.L.C., in the chair. At that meeting it was proposed 
by Mr. Price Maurice, seconded by Mr. Tod, and carried unani- 
mously, * That a public meeting be convened for Monday next, 
the 22nd inst., at tnree o'clock p.m., at the Exchange, which Cap- 
tain Tolmer be requested to attend.' Moved by Mr. Fiveasn, 
seconded by Mr. Matthew Smith, and carried unanimously, * That 
in the meantime, for the convenience of those parties who are pro- 
ceeding immediately to the diggings, and who will be greatly 
benefited by Captain Tolmer's successful expedition, subscription 
lists be immediately opened at the following places ' ** — (the places 
being indicated.) 
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An inyitation was forwarded to me bj Mr. Hart to be pretient at 
tbe meetmff, to receive an acknowledgment of my important ser- 
Tices, which, of course, I accepted; meantime, I forwarded an 
official detailed report to the following effect to the Grorernment : — 

^ Police Commissioner'8 Office, Adelaide, 

•* Sm, — I have the hononr to report my retnm to Adelaide with 
the police party forming the escort to Adelaide with gold dnst. 
Only three individaals have thns retomed; bnt gold dost and 
money, eqnal in valne to 21,000/., were commuted to my chaise by 
318 persons, consi^^ned either to themselves or to their friends in 
Sonth Anstralia, it being, however, thorooghly explained to and 
understood by them that the Crovemment wooM not in the least 
become responsible for its due delivery. 

** I issned receipts to that effect to each individnaL I may here 
addf that this laige amount was collected by me in two days; and I 
have no donbt had I had a sufficient staff to have taken charge of 
the treasure when I first arrived at Mount Alexander, I riiould 
have brought back at least half a ton of the precious metaL 

^ My return from the Mount has occupied me twelve days to the 
erossing-plaoe at the Murray ; this, taking into cousideratioii that 
the distance there and back was performed by the same horses, 
s a t isfac torily establishes the practicability of an escort to bring 
the gold overland to South Australia from the mines. It now 
only requires a proper system of relays on the line of road, to 
expedite the transit of the treasure wiUi regularity from stage to 
stage. 

^ With a view of g^uarding against any attempts which mig^ 
be made to attack the esonrt whilst passing through some portions 
of the lonely and thickly-timbered country, I b^ leave most re- 
spectfully to recommend that the number oi men enmloyed on tins 
special du^ should not be less than sixteen, incluOing an officer, 
who must oe relieved each journey on arrival in Adebode. 

"" There should be likewise five relay stations, the localities to be 
fixed upon hereafter, at each of which two eonstaUes ought to be 
posted, to take charge of the horses and have them eoUected in 
readiness on the arrival of the escor:. 

** The pay of the men I sfoong^ v recommend should be, in cnrder 
to induce respectable and efficient persons to remain in the serriee, 
on the same scale as that of the Mdboume police engaged in a 
similar duty. At a meeting of the Sduth Anstraliaa goLi-diggers 
dazing my stay at the Mount, th^ passed a resolution anam- 
moQsly agreeing that they were willmg t.:> pay this Government 
2 per cent, npon the amount cf gold forwarded per escort ; and as 
I am pretty confident that half a ton will be sent mfoothly, the 
fees which wOl thereby accrue will consequently in£)ie than pay 
the expenses of the undertaking on a liberal scale. 

" I beg likewise to si^gest tint in order to prevent any dday on 
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the arrival of the escort at the mines, a resident commissioner 
should be appointed to weigh and receive the gold, with a sufficient 
ffuard to protect it after it is deposited in his charge. He should 
oe provided with two or three strong iron chests, scales, and 
weights, a large supply of printed escort books according to en- 
closed form, sheets of parchment for labelling the gold bags, red 
tape, sealing wax, and stationery. A return to be filled up by 
that functionary would also be advantageous if it showed at one 
glance the amount of gold deposited by each person and the pro- 
portionate fee due to the Government upon the quantity so sent, 
which fee should be paid at the Treasury by the person to whom 
the gold is consigned at the time of his receiving it. The return 
in question should, of course, accompany the gold. 

" Having had an opportunity on my return homewards of com- 
municating with the assistant-sUrveyor-general, who is at present 
encamped with his party on the other side of the desert, as to the 
state in which I found the road between Mount Alexander and 
Adelaide, I addressed a letter to him on the subject, a copy of 
which I herewith beg to enclose. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alexander Tolmer, 

" Commissioner of Police. 

•* The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 

I received the following complimentary letter from the Colonial 
Secretary : — 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, 

" M"arc/fc 227i(i, 1852. 
" Sm, — T am directed by the lieutenant-governor to express to 
you his Excellency's thanks for the prompt and efficient manner 
m which you and the mounted police under your orders accom- 
plished the first escort duty to and from Mount Alexander ; and 1 
am to signify that you and each of the police constables employed 
on that duty will be authorized to draw extra pay for each day's 
absence at the following rates, viz., half a day's pay for yourself, 
and two shillings a day extra for each of the men, which the 
auditor-general has been instructed to allow accordingly. The 
extra pay to be allowed to be from the days respectively on which 
«ach individual left his station, and to extend to the day of the 
arrival of the party in Adelaide. 

" I have, &c., 

"B. T. FiNNiss, 

** Colonial Secretary." 

Whilst I was engaged in my office next morning some one 
knocked at the door, and upon my inviting them to enter, 1 found 
the visitors to be Messrs. S. Tomkinson, Beck, and Philip Levi. 
Mr. Tomkinson, who I think was the speaker, said to me, " We'll 
not detain you long, and only wish to know whether it is true that 
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gold i» only 2/. 12#. an ounce at the diggings ? *' " That," 
"was its value when I first arrived; bnt in consequence 
intelligence I brought of the passing of the Bullion Act, 
rantee of 3L Wb. per ounce by the banks, and the establis 
of the overland escort, it rose to 2Z. 15«/* ** Well,*' repli 
speaker, " at 2L 15«., or even 2/. 18«., will you buy 20,OOOZ. 
for us P and well pay you five per cent, commission." 1 
•! proposal I offered no objection, adding, however, "that 

^ would still be two per cent, chargeable as escort fees," whicl 

likewise willingly agreed to pay. These preliminaries ] 
1 been settled, the three gentlemen then withdrew. 

In the evening 1 begun to ponder on the matter, and aft 
consideration I resolved to decline taking the specie, on the ^ 
that the object of establishing the overland gold escort, 
forth in my letter to the Government, was for the special p 
of relieving the distressed wives and families whose hui 
were at the dig^ngs. If, therefore, I acceded to the wish < 
Tomkinson ana his friends, I should, of course, be compe' 
\ bring less that weight of gold for the poor people. Accorc 

the next morning I made known my resolution to the geni 
interested. After expressing their regret and surprise, the 
that if I had consented to purchase the quantity required : 
first instance, they would have entrusted me with 40,OOC 
next trip, so that 1 should have cleared 3000/. in a few moni 
The following leader appeared in the Register of the 
March, 1852 :— 

" Last Friday and Saturday well deserve to be commem 
as red-letter days in the annals of South Australia. The 2 
on the former of them of the first escort of gjold from ] 
Alexander by the new and facile route, and witmn fourteei 
time, is, uncler the circumstances, like the appearance of the 
of blue sky betokening speedy clearing up of the heavena, ai 
dispersion of the storm and thunder clouds ; whilst the distril 
on the latter Of them of about five hundred letters, brought 1 
same escort, to anxious wives and families from their abseni 
at the gold diggings, will, doubtless, have occasioned a g 
amount of heartfelt emotions of gratitude and consolation, tn 
ever been witnessed at any time in the history of our infani 
munity. 
" The successful enterprise which has terminated in thes 
I inestimable results must necessarily be indissolnbly connec 

the mind of every South Australian with the favoured indi 

whose imagination conceived and whose energy has accomp 

it A& the name of Sturt is inseparably attached to the di8< 

o£ tlze*xoble Murray, so the name of Tolmer will ever be asso 

^th f^e opening up of a near road to the hidden treaau 

Tvea/i/^^ which our adventurous settlers, who pay a visit to 1 

^/^U^^nder are prepare and wishful to send over to this h 

'^heir ^^gQ^QCiion and the home of their dear ones. No marve! 
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that the gallant commissioner had scarcely time to wash off the 
dast of his journey ni>on his safe arrival in town on Friday last 
with the escort and mail-bags, ere a preliminary meeting of the 
citizens was extemporized to take measures to do nim honour. A 
public meeting is accordingly advertized to be held at the exchange 
this afternoon at three o'clock, for the purpose of considering the 
propriety of presenting him with some suitable testimonial on the 
occasion. 

** This is as it should be. Those who are permitted to be the 
privileged instruments of conferring public benefit are entitled to 
some memorial of the public obligation. The scheme of which 
Captain Tolmer has so satisfactorily established the feasibility, is 
one the credit of the suggestion of which is dae exclusively, we 
believe, to the gallant gentleman himself, and it is at the same time 
one which promises incalculable relief and immense permanent 
gain to this colony. The importance of the problem he has solved 
cannot easily be over-estimated. The acquisitions of our successful 
f ellow-colomsts at the gold-fields, will now be made immediately 
available as accessions to the money wealth of the colony ; a speedy 
and constant interchange of letters between the absentee members 
of South Australian families and those left here in occupation of 
the homes, will succeed to the miserable delays and miscarriages 
which have hitherto prevailed ; an easy way of return will be pro- 
vided for those vast numbers who will be altogether unsuccessful 
at the hap-hazard occupation of gold-digging, and may desire to 
tramp back again to a scene of more endurable labours, and more 
certain remuneration and domestic comforts ; the distance will, as 
soon as daily halting-places are provided, be a mere three weeks* 
journey on foot for those who may yet prefer to learn by personal 
experience the actual proportion between the chances of success and 
failure at the Magic Mount. The earlier occupation of the agri- 
cultural country within the districts of the line of route ; the earlier 
settlement consequently, in all probability, of the banks of the 
Murray, and, in such case, the inevitable earlier in1a*oduction of 
steamers on its navigable waters; the eventual practicability, possi- 
bly, of the direct overland route for the conveyance of South 
Australian produce, flour, bacon, hams, peas, and other articles of 
food, for the enormous population that will be perpetually congre- 
gated in the gold regions — these are some of the more obvious 
benefits that will flow from the success of Captain Tolmer's late 
interesting expedition. And when this sudden improvement in the 
general prospects of the colony succeeds, as it does, to a period of 
unparalleled depression and gloom, and anxious forebodings of 
long-continued decadence, it is no wonder that the best feelings of 
the public are awakened to an excited activity, and that next to 
the sentiment of gratitude to an overruling Providence, the first 
impulse is to bestow some token of acknowledgment upon the 
spirited individual by whose exertions the prospect of the realiza- 
tion of all this public • good has been secured. We enter most 
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cordially into the general feeling, and have no donbt bat that this 
day's proceedings will result in a demonstration alike creditable to 
the public of South Australia, and grateful to the feelings and com- 
mensnrate with the deserts of Captain Alexander Tolmer." 

The following report of the public meeting referred to above, was 
published in the Register of the 23rd March : — 

" The numerous friends of Captain Tolmer were gratified by a 
very numerous, highly respectable and orderly assemblage at the 
meeting at the Exchange Hall. J. H. Fisher, Esq. took the chair, 
and when Captain Tolmer entered the room, he was received with 
several rounds of applause. The chairman said that he could not 
but express the great delight he felt in seeing so numerous a meet- 
ing, testifying, as it did, how much they felt the importance of the 
object for which they were then assembled. He would first intro- 
duce to them Mr. Tolmer, who would no doubt give them some 
valuable and interesting information relative to his expedition. 

" Captain Tolmer then ascended the platform, and was again 
greeted with a cordial welcome. He commenced by thanking the 
assemblage for the land and gratifying manner in which he had 
been received. He was, he said, a very indifferent speaker, and 
could not pretend to any of the powers of eloquence possessed by 
the chairman and other gentlemen present ; they must be therefore 
satisfied with a plain statement of facts. The idea had occurred to 
him many years ago that an overland postal route from this colony 
to Melbourne was practicable, and it had been found so. In 1847 
he bad been despatched by Colonel Robe for the purpose of 
thoroughly ascertaining the fact, with the view of establisning an 
overland mail. His instructions were to start from the Salt Creek 
and make for Mount Gambler, but if he could find a better route by 
making any deviation, he was instructed to do so. He started and 
pursued a course in conformity with his instructions ; but soon 
found that he was travelling at least fourteen miles too far south, 
having met with extensive sheets of water, and been obliged to 
flwim his horse in some places. He had entered what was now 
known as the Fatiara country, but felt satisfied that there was a 
much better track of country to the north. It was with this im- 
pression that he had addressed a letter to his Excellency, in which 
he had pointed out the importance of ascertaining the fact, and 
offered to undertake the expedition, at the same time directing his 
Excellency's attention to the necessity should a good road be found 
of immediately forming an escort for the conveyance of gold from 
the diggings to South Australia. 

" On the 10th ultimo he had started from Adelaide upon his first 
experimental trip. He had given instructions to his men who were 
then stationed on the frontier to join him, which they did on the 
Ist March, for within eight days he had performed the whole 
distance from the Murray to Mount Alexander diggings. There he 
had the pleasure of receiving the congratulations of the South 
Australians, who met him there in great numbers. (Applause.) On 
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the following Sunday lie met 4000 of them at a public meeting 
convened near the Post Office. They expressed, through several 
intelligent speakers, the great satisfaction they felt in hearing that 
the Government of South Australia had passed the Bullion Act. 
(Applause.) He addressed those assembled, and pointed out to them, 
by a reference to his own case, that it was practicable to transmit 
tneir gold from the diggings to South Australia in the short space 
of eight days. As a proof of what might be accomplished, he would 
remind those he was addressing in Adelaide, that the horses and 
cart belonging to the escort had returned with a quarter of a ton of 
gold within fourteen days — a fact which would speak for itself, and 
much better than he could do, as to the practicability of the route, 
particularly when he stated that he not only brought back with 
nim the same horses with which he went, but that they were chiefly 
fed on grass. When at the Mount Alexander meeting to which he 
had alluded, he found a great many persons anxious to interrogate 
him. He explained to them that as the first was but an experi- 
mental trip, no charge would be made for the transmission of. gold. 
This declaration was well received ; but those whom he addressed 
were unanimously of opinion that they could well afford to pay two 
per cent., and even then, they would be considerable gainers. One 
individual present illustrated that fact by a short statement. 
*The Grovemment of Victoria make a charge of one per cent, 
for carrying gold from the diggings to Melbourne at a distance of 
eighty miles, but would not take any responsibility for its safe 
delivery.* He (Captain Tolmer) would observe, in passing, that he 
did not mean by that to imply that the Government of this pro- 
vince would incur such a responsibility ; it was not to be expected. 
The escort might be thirty or forty strong, and notwithstaikding 
that they might lose their lives ; but he had no apprehension of 
the sort, and believed the conveyance would be found as safe as 
could be expected, or even desired. The man at the meeting 
illustrated the advantages of the overland escort, by stating that 
the Victorian Government would not, under any circumstances, 
take charge of less than one pound of gold, consequently he, who 
was but a poor man, was compelled by that regulation to carry 
what gold he procured about his person until he nad succeeded in 
getting twelve ounces. After the gold had arrived at Melbourne, 
there was an additional expense to be incurred for agency, before it 
could be sent onto Adelaide. * This,' said Captain Tolmer, * is not 
only a very indirect, but unsatisfactory method of transmitting 
gold from the diggings to Adelaide; and one, the expense and 
delays attending which are so great, that many prefer travelling 
from Mount Alexander to Melbourne, and from thence taking a 
voyage to South Australia, rather than to risk delays and trust to 
complicated arrangements.' The Melbourne papers contained 
frequent complaints of the delay and difficulty of obtaining the 
gold transmitted to the Treasury by the escort, parties having had, 
in many instances, to wait for a fortnight before they could get the 
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gold delivered to them. Ha would sappose the caie of a man, who 
had been waiting so long at Melbourne for hii ponnd weight of 
gold, that the ship by which he had intended to have sailed for 
Adelaide had taken her departure on the same daj on which he 
received it ; he would thus be compelled to wait for another oppor- 
tnnitj before he could leave, for no man would think of paying his 
passage before he had received his gold. He was thns delayed from 
time to time, the expense of whicn, in Melbourne, was ' no joke.' 
He at length paid his passage to Adelaide; but he (Captain 
Tolmer) would like to know how much of his pound of gola was 
still left for his family ofter paying all expenses. He feared that 
upon his return to the diggings his family would have but a small 
portion left. 8uch was the manner in which the man he had. 
alluded to had illustrated the expense and difficulties which had 
hitherto attended the transmission of gold from Victoria to Sonth 
Australia, to which he added, 'Here is Mr. Tolmer now come 
amongst us ; we can give him our pound of gold, and we know that 
it will go direct to our families. (Great applause.) Others ex- 
claimed ' Make haste back, sir, and on your return we shall have 
some more gold for yon.' Such were the simple facts to which he 
wished to call attention. It was an opinion which some had 
entertained, that those who had gone to the diggings would not 
return. He had conversed with hundreds; tne reports of the 
hardships they had endured were astonishing. Some were sncoess- 
f al, and many were not ; but even if all of them were fortunate, he 
felt assured they would almost to a man return to this colony. 
(Cheers.) He had also conversed with many of the Melboumites, 
who had asked if it was true that a man could purchase in South 
Australia an eightv-acre section for 80/. He had told them that 
they might each of them purchase fifty such sections at that rate ; 
to which they replied, ' Well, we have so many pounds, and when 
we have got so-and-so, we are off.' (Applause.) During the time 
he was in Victoria, he had been struck with the fact that it was a 
country in which, generaUy speaking, the fpoor man eould not 
purchase land, because it was almost wholly occupied bv squatters. 
He had been informed that the road from Mount Alexander to 
Melbourne was even now almost impassable, and that in the winter 
it would be dreadful. He had accordingly suggested the pr<^mety 
of laying out in sections the land on the other side of toe tieruo, 
which was about half-way from Adelaide to the diggings ; there 
were thousands of acres, and the quality of the land was very good« 
and it was so free from scrub or other impediments to cultivation, 
that he could have driven ' tandem ' over it without any difficulty. 
As a proof of the advantages which would be derived from tne 
establishment of a settlement in that district, he might mention 
that when he left Mount Alexander hay was selling at 22L per 
ton, and oats at 24«. per bushel. In his return he was very muc^ 
struck with the similarity of the country at the Bufle Ranges, on 
this side of the Murray, with that of Mount Alexander. Near Mr. 
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Hart's sheep-station he had ascertained, by means of a compass, 
the direction of the layers of slate which might be seen cropping 
out of the surface. Wherever they were found lying north and 
south in Victoria, it was deemed an indication of the existence of 
gold in the intervening gullies. He merely mentioned that for 
the information of those mio might think proper to search for gold 
in that locality ; but they should not be discouraged if they did 
not find it at &rst. He had broaght some of the earth with him, 
that it might be examined. 

" The chairman said he did not know which to admire most, the 
intrepid conduct of Oaptain Tolmer, in so successfully carrying out 
the objects of the expedition, or Ihe candour with which he had 
given an exposition of his views, and an explanation of the arduous 
nature of hi^ undertaking. 

" Wm. Giles, Esq., M.L.C., in a highly appreciatory speech, pro- 
posed the first resolution as follows : — 

'* ' That this meeting recognizes the great importance of an over- 
land route and escort from Mount Alexander to Adelaide.' 

" Mr. E. Solomon seconded the resolution, which was carried by 
acclamation. 

^'E. S. Button, Esq., M.L.C., said he had seldom proposed a 
resolution with such unmixed satisfaction as that which he held in 
his hand. It was but a few montiis ago that a feeling of general 
distress was felt throughout the land ; consternation was in almost 
every heart. But now they had the gratification of witnessing the 
dawn of a brighter day, for which they were in great measure in- 
debted to the energetic exertions of Captain Tolmer. The return 
of that gentleman from the gold-fields, after an absence of little 
more than a month, had already been the source of gladness to 300 
families ; and that was to him (Mr. Button) a greater source of 
gratification than would have been his return with a ton of gold, the 
property of one or two individuals. The resolution was as follows : — 

" * That Mr. Tolmer deserves the thanks of the community for 
having so promptly undertaken and so successfully conducted the 
first escort.* 

" J. B. Neales, Esq., M.L.O., seconded. He said they should show 
their estimation of the services rendered to the colony in a manner 
somewhat more substantial. 

"The chairman then put the resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously. 

** John Hart, Esq., M.L.O.. proposed the following resolution :— 

^ ' That a suitable testimonial be {presented to Mr. Tolmer as a 
token of the sense entertained of his intrepid and important ser- 
vices on the occasion.' 

"The former resolution, he said, sx>oke.of the success of the 
expedition, but he considered that as but secondary to the skilful 
diplomacy with which Captain Tolmer had met the diggers. Unless 
the men at Hie goldfields nad been made acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of the BiuUon Act, ihe probability was that a very small 
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portion of the gold which had heen sent by the escort would have 
fonnd its way into this colony. The escort wonld have been com- 
paratively of little avail, were it not for the Bullion Act, which was 
one of tne wisest ordinances that had passed the Legislative 
Council. Let any man pass down Hindley Street that day, and he 
would be convinced of the good which had resulted from the pass- 
ing of that Act. The clouds which for a time hung over the pro- 
spects of the colony were fast disappearing, and a brighter day was at 
hand. It was necessary that they should show their sense of the 
advantages which would result from the expedition, by subscribing 
according to their means. He believed that every one present 
could agree with him in sajing, that those who accompanied the 
intrepid leader of the expedition were entitled to some substantial 
proof of the gratitude of the public for their services. 

"Mr. J. M. Solomon seconded the resolution. The greatest 
evidence of their estimation of the services rendered to the colony 
by the expedition headed by their intrepid friend, was evinced by 
their attendance upon that occasion. Their friend Captain Tolmer, 
had been the first to conceive and to carry out the expedition to 
the neighbouring colony, and on his return they saw him amongst 
them, well and hearty. 

" The motion was carried. 

" Mr. Bagot proposed the fourth resolution :— 

" * That the men accompanying Mr. Tolmer are, in the opinion of 
this meeting, entitled to participate in this expression of the public 
approbation of the exertions made successfully to open the over- 
land route.' 

" He said the men who accompanied their leader on his hazard- 
ous expedition, ought not to be forgotten, for they were entitled 
to the best thanks of the colonists. In ot withstanding the tempta- 
tions offered to them by the gold-fields, they hadretnrned to a man. 

" Mr Paxton had great pleasure in seconding the resolution. 
Carried unanimously. 

" Mr. J. Brown, moved * That this meeting desire to urge upon 
his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and the Executive Council^ 
the importance of immediate steps being taken to establish a 
regular and frequent escort.* 

" Mr. Henriques seconded, and the resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

" Mr. T. Eeynolds proposed, * That the following gentlemen be 
appointed a Committee to collect subscriptions, and to carry out 
tne objects of this meeting: — Messrs. J. H. Fisher, W. Giles, M.li.C., 
E. Solomon, W. Slater, J. Brown, Captain Hart, M.L.O., Captain 
Bagot, M.L.C., Major O'Halloran, F. S. Button, M.L.C., Messrs. 
Price Maurice, A. L. Elder, M.L.C., J. B. Neales, M.L.O., W. 
Samson, Wm. Paxton, M. Marks, P. Gumming, F. H. Faulding.* 

*' Mr. Lazar seconded the resolution, which was carried. 

" The thanker of the meeting were then voted to the chairman, 
and the very satisfactory business of the meeting was closed." 
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Taking advantage of my return from the diggings, Mr. G. Coppin 
the clever comedian, solicited my patronage and that of the men 
composing the- escort, to some play at the theatre, which I willingly 
/^nted, and of course attended. On the occasion the theatre was 
eo crowded that there was not a seat unoccupied. Sir Henry and 
Lady Young were present. During some interval, Coppin gave 
Billy Barlow's views of the diggings, past, present, and to come, in 
which my name was freely used in connexion with the escort, gold 
nuggets, and eight hundred women running after me : " Never was 
sum a man as Tolmer, says Billy Barlow — oh ! oh ! " &c. ; and 
, this sally put the house in a roar of laughter. 

Agreeable to the suggestions submitted in my letter of the 2l8t 
March, the lieutenant-governor gave me carte blanche, in order to 
establish the gold escort on a permanent footing ; but to save 
delay, I suggested that probably the late Mr. J ames Chambers, the 
mail contractor, might facilitate the quick despatch of the second 
escort, by providing relays of horses and a strong vehicle for the 
transit of the bulhon. His Excellency having approved of the 
plan, Mr. Chambers and myself subsequently had an interview 
with him, which resulted in the completion of arrangements for 
the escort, which was to leave in a few days, Mr. Chambers agree* 
ing in the meantime to send forward thirty horses on the line of 
road, in anticipation of the opening of the mail communication as 
well, and drive the gold-cart himself. 

Jemmy, who no doubt will be remembered by old colonists was, 
(although not a bad fellow in the main) an eccentric character, and 
certainly one of the most headstrong, obstinate men I ever tra- 
velled with. He had peculiar notions also, and when he formed a 
resolution , nothing would divert him from it. Consequently, during 
the journey to and back from Mount Alexander, ne and I had 
frequent very unpleasant squabbles. For instance, the cart for the 
conveyance of the gold was especially fitted by him with a false 
bottom, tinned inside, and made perfectly water-tight, lliis before 
we started was filled with brandy, having a tap to it. In spite of 
my objections he would persistently halt the escort at intervals of 
a few miles, help himself to a nobbier, and distribute one to each 
, of the constables. Another instance of his stubbornness : re- 
turning from the diggings, we had just emerged from amongst the 
deep gullies in the Pyrenees, and after selecting a suitable place for 
•encamping, I ordered a halt, directing Chambers to take the cart 
up a slight elevation, from which we could effectively defend the 
treasure in case of attack. To my request he coolly replied, " 1*11 
fieeyou d d first." 

With my sense of strict discipline (especially on a duty such as 
we were engaged in) I was disgusted so completely, that I resolved 
on no consideration to go again in command of the escort, if he 
accompanied it. 

One of the men I had engaged and sworn in especially for this 
trip, was the late Paddy McCulloch, who, many will remember, 
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received the following letter, enclosing a commission as a magis- 
trate for the colony of Victoria, which I still hold ; and by later 
advices received from C. W. Lavender, Esq., chief clerk m the 
Crown Lands OflSce, Melbourne, I have been apprised that I am 
attached to the Western District. 



" Colonial Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 

"4priZ 24^^,1862- 
" SiE. — I have the honour, by direction of his Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor, to transmit to you a commission which has 
been prepared in your favour, as a magistrate of this territory. 

" A writ of JDedi/mua Fotestatem is in course of preparation, for 
the purpose of enabling the resident commissioner to administer 
to you the required oatiis ; and I have to request that you will 
place yourself in communication with that officer, with a view 
to this end. 

" I have the honour, &c., 

"W. Lonsdale. 
" Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

"Post Office, Mount Alexander." 

The commission bears the following note : — "Entered on record 
by me, in Begister of Patents, No. 6, page 26, this twenty -fourth 
day of April, one thousand^ eight hundred and fifty two. 

"W. Lonsdale, 
" Colonial Secretary and Registrar." 

■ 

Before my departure from the diggings, the chief medical officer 
at the resident commissioner's camp (Dr. McCrae) made known 
to me, that he was authorized by the lieutenant-governor to offer 
me the appointment of chief commissioner of police, which was 
then vacant, the salary attached to the office being 1200/. per 
annum. 

In r^ly, I begged Dr. McCrae to convey my heartfelt thanks 
to his Excellency for such a high mark of esteem, but to inform 
him that, having been recently appointed police commissioner for 
South Australia under Boyal letters patent, and, moreover, having 
entered heart and soul in the work of establishing the overland 
gold escort, I respectfully declined to accept the offer. Upon my 
refusal being communicated to Mr. La Trobe, Captain M!cMahon 
obtained the appointment. Thus again I sacrificed a golden 
opportunity of realizing a fortune in deference to the public weal. 

Some few years after the above event I was wrongly and illegally 
removed from my high position in the police, and as 1 was thrown 
out of employment and was withont means of supporting my 
family,! made an application to Captain McMahon for an appoint- 
ment as an officer in the Yictorian police, mentioning the fact that 
I had been offered by Mr. La Trobe the post he then held. To 
this (no one will hardly credit it) I received a reply, dated 27th 
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applicant, wbatever miglit be his qualificatioi - " ' 
mon constable." 

Before leaTing the diggings, my attenUon was called to a para- 
grapli in the Argas, in reference to the Sonth Aastralian gold 
escort^ purportiiig to emanate from the notorious Captain Melville, 
the baaliTaTigcr, Tannting that he wonld possess himself of the 
gold by poisoning the native wells in the desert. 

I laughed at the idea, however, because if the vill^n bad indeed 
contemplated such a diabohcal design, be wonld not have divulged 
and made it pubho; nevertheless I adopted the following precau- 
tions : — I had a favourite dog (a bull terrier) which was always 
caiefnlly kept chained on the journey, and npon reaching tiie usual 
camping-places water was freely given to him from the welL 
After drinking, he was carefully watched for a couple of bonrs, 
and if he showed no symptems of poisoning, and did not reject his 
food, I called out, " It's all right, men, maJie tea and water the 
horaes." 

There is not the least doubt that snch an infernal design might 
easily have been effected, because most of these native wells were 
shalfow, and a ponnd or two of arsenic or strychnine dropped into 
each, would have settled the business, or at least so incapacitated 
na that the gold would have become an easy prey to the gang. 
Nothing occurred, however, to retard our journey, which we accom- 
plished in thirteen days from Moant Alexander, arriving in Adelmde 
on the 5th May. An account of the march in is thus given in 
the Segieter: — 

"Yesterday was another day of 1852, rendered memorable for 
South Australia by the safe arrival of the second overland escort 
from the gold diggings of Mount Alexander, and bringing 1620 
pounds weight of ^old, worth 70,0001., and 1500 invaluable letters 
from successful daggers and other literary absentees, to tiieir 
anxionslv expectant wives, families, and friends. Even in the 
T«T early hours of the day the dissemination of our broadsheet 
hu ouued the friendly confronting of numerous iudividnals, and 
*— latJon of divers Uttle parties, which before and soon after 
3 hour, were oliaerved wending their way towards the 
>m Road. As the noar of the gold escort's expected 
iproached, the number of horsemen and the succession 
I vehicles formed quite a cavalcade along the Glen 
1 of the aforesaid Great Eastern hne of intenial 
Among the many smart vehicles, Tanner's 
■ " ''s " Eoyal Admiral," were specially distiii- 
bibnteil to the excitement of the scenej 
rationed, a handsome omnibus, was drawn 
d her deti OMmpied by a clever baud oi 
r about aud-day, the atireets beg^ Vi 
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assnine a most lively aspect, and an air of cheerfulness generally 
pervaded the numerous little assemblages, which eventually merged 
into a dense crowd of thousands in the precincts of the Treasury. 
" But to return to the all-exciting topic. Each commanding site 
between East Terrace and South Terrace had its occupants, and 
every available telescope was put in requisition. About three 
o'clock a dark but evidently animated mass was seen to merge 
from the foliage of the glen, and glide dovm the inclined plane 
extending from the charming vicinage of the " Miner's Arms " to 
the obtuse angle which an assiduous cultivator has rendered pic- 
turesque. On turning that angle, the escort and the voluntary or 
involuntary cortege were seen to be approaching at an unexpectedly 
rapid pace ; and soon the conflicting of horses and vehicles were 
heard. The first escort, we remember, turned off so as to gain an 
open line west of St. John's Church, and then entered the populous 
part of Adelaide by the east end of Bundle Street. It was ex- 
pected that the same route would be chosen on the second occasion, 
but Mr. Chambers had evidently determined otherwise. Instead 
of proceeding as on the former occasion through Pulteney Street 
into Bundle Street, and thence down King William Street to the 
Treasury, the escort took a direct course towards and through 
Victoria Square. The strong but compact vehicle containing tiae 
treasure, drawn by five horses, was pulled up at the southern 
entrance of the Government offices, and the anxiety of the 
assembled crowd to catch a glimpse of the treasure boxes was 
intense. When the approach had been cleared, the work of un- 
loading commenced, and it appeared no easy matter to dislodge 
the several weighty cases containing the precious metal. The two 
smaller boxes having been duly deposited, the progress of detach- 
ing the larger ones was commenced by some half-a-dozen police 
constables under the direction of Mr. Commissioner Tolmer and 
Mr. Chambers, and the whole removal occupied more than a quarter 
of an hour. Whilst the cases of treasure were being conveyed to 
the strong vault of the treasury, our respected fellow-citizen, Mr. 
Pazton, mounted the cart, and proposed three cheers for the 
escort, which was most heartily responded to by all present. The 
like honours were afterwards severally paid to Mr. Commissioner 
Tolmer, Mr. J. Chambers, Mr. J. Fisher, the policemen, and last 
thong'h not least, three cheers were given for the gold-diggers. 

" ?-^^^8 disposed of their valuable charge, the escort, accompanied 

by the band and the multitude who had assembled to witness the 

amval, proceeded up King William Street. The procession first 

^^^^ 'op at the Bank of Australasia, and gave three groans, and 

then preceeded to give three cheers each for the Bank of South 

Anstraiia and for the Union Bank, to mark (we presume) the sense 

^tertaanecL of the conduct of the respective estabHshments with 

aent :^^ *^^ Bullion Act The procession then moved to Govem- 

MvArw ?®^' ^^^ 8»*^® three cheers, doubtless intended for the 

(UYGrnor, hxi,t which the gratified corporal of the guard took to 
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them next morning. I was at the residence of the honourable 
gentleman punctnallj at the hour appointed, and after being 
introduced to his wife, was ushered into a saloon, in which, to my 
surprise, a splendid dSjeuner a la fourchette was prepared, of 
which, however, I declined to partake, and at once expressing a 
wish to inspect the horses, as 1 had no time to spare. " Well," 
fiaid the M.L.C, " you will at least take a glass of champagne P " 
I compUed, and was then led to see the " splendid " animals 
referred to. On our way thither my friend said, referring to the 
value and importance oi the overland escort, that before its intro- 
duction he possessed a large amount of land and stock, the value 
of which was, however, comparatively nil; but he now considered 
himself worth at least 20,000/. For this good fortune I of course 
heartily congratulated him. By this time we had reached the 
paddock, and seeing a mob of ill-bred brutes, low in condition, un- 
oroken, and altogether worthless, I said, '* Surely these are not the 
horses vou propose selling to the police P " " Yes, they are," 
replied he. " Then," said I, " they will not suit. Good morning." 
I now confess that if I had had the experience of the world I have 
fiince gained, I should have used more tact. 

At the special request of some of the members of the committee 
nominated to collect subscriptions to the Tolmer testimonial, I 
attended the meeting at the Blenheim Hotel, on the 8th May, the 
report of which is thus eiven in the Register : — 

" A meeting of the subscribers to the Tolmer Testimonial Fund 
was held at the Blenheim Hotel, on Saturday evening last. The 
committee having ascertained the amount actually paid up to be 
171/., determined to apportion it as follows : — 

"Captain Tolmer, 100 guineas; Police- Sergeant Lamb, 12L; 
Corporal Moulton, lOL ; Constables Row, 8/., Thomas, 6Z., Ewens, 
6/., Cusack, 6Z., Fitzgerald, 6/., Coward, 6L, Dignum, 6/. The 
addition of 2/. made to Constable Eowe was in consequence of his 
having acted as carter. 

"Mr. John Brown, on being called to the chair, said he had ^eat 
pleasure in presiding over the meeting. The committee appointed 
by the subscribers to the testimonial had elected "William Paxton, 
Esq., as their treasurer, who would inform the meeting of the 
result of their labours. 

" W. Paxton, Esq., said he was sorry to see such a smq^ll attendance 
on that occasion. It had been deputed to him to present the testi- 
monial to Captain Tolmer, as a slight acknowledgment and token 
of their appreciation of the services ne had rendered to the colony by 
the establishment of the overland escort. No one felt more than lie 
did the value of those services. It was a well-known fact that 
the establishment of an escort on the overland route had already 
produced the most beneficial effects, and there could be no donbt 
that if it were continued, it would accomplish much greater ^ood 
than had yet been experienced. The amount which had been 
subscribed was small, but that was to be attributed to the. circnm- 
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stamce that the times had been very bad np to a very recent date. 
Had the subscription list been opened two or three months later, 
he had no doubt the amount would have been increased tenfold. 
The energy \vith which Captain Tolmer had conducted the escort 
was generally acknowledged; but whilst he (Mr. Paxton) most 
cordially joined in that acknowledgment, he could not forget the 
brave men who accompanied him. Better or more courageous 
men he believed never breathed. He had great pleasure on behalf 
of the subscribers in presenting Captain Tolmer with 100 guineas 
(applause) ; and in handing for the men who accompanied him in 
his first erperimental trip, cheques for the several amounts placed 
against their names. (Cheers.) There was a sum of about 50/. 
wnich had not as yet been collected* but which would be similarly 
appropriated. Captain Tolmer and the men who accompanied 
him had done their best, and he was sure that every one present 
would admit that they deserved their warmest thanks. (Applause.) 
Captain Tolmer in returning thanks on behalf of nimself 
and his men, begged to remind those who heard him of what 
he had stated on a previous occasion, viz., that he was not ac- 
customed to pubhc speaking. When he first undertook to 
conduct the overland escort, he did so with no other view than to 
promote the public good. He did so from the same motive that 
would have actuated him in the performance of any other public 
duty. It was difficult to estimate the amount of good which the 
escort would eventually produce, but he bad great pleasure as he 
passed down Hindley Street that day to see ^eady so many un- 
doubted evidences of that good, in the increase of trade and 
extensive mercantile transactions. He had been honoured by an 
interview with his Excellency, to whom he had suggested certain 
alterations in the management of the escort. He was of opinion 
that it would be desirable to place the whole control of the escort 
in the hands of the police. Mr. Chambers had fulfilled his 
contract to the letter, bat it was easy to suppose that circum- 
stances might arise in which Mr. Chambers might consider it his 
interest to travel upon a particular road, whilst he (Captain 
Tolmer) might be of opinion that it was advisable to go ten miles 
in another direction. Under such considerations would it not be 
advisable to give to the police the entire control P (Cries of * Most 
certainly.') He had much pleasure in informing them that his 
Excellency had given him orders to add twenty men to the escort, 
and a carte blanche to purchase twenty additional horses for the 
same purpose. (Hear, near.) It had also been arranged that a 
half- way station should be formed, so that whether Mr. Stuart or 
Mr. Alford was chosen to conduct the escort from the diggings, he 
would be relieved on reaching that station. He would take that 
opportunity to inform the meeting, that during his last trip he had 
had the honour of an interview with his Excellency Lieutenant- 
Grovemor La Trobe. On his first trip to Forest Creek he was not 
very well received by the authorities of Yictoria, in consequence 
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of Ms being without any credentials. But on his last visit lie had 
proper docnments with nim, and his Excellency not only honoured 
him with a visit at the diggings, but expressed his anxiety to for- 
ward the object of the escort, as he was certain that by so doing he 
should be promoting the weKare of thousands of famHies in South 
Australia, to whom it was of the utmost importance that they 
should have their remittances forwarded through a safe and expe- 
ditious channel. His Excellency also expressed his willingness to 
promote the success of the escort, by throwing bridges across the 
creeks on the line of route. He had great pleasure in stating that 
Mr. Beynell had been appointed assistant-commissioner to reside at 
the diggings. He was a very proper man for such an oflS.ce, having 
long held a place of trust. The South Australian diggers would, 
no doubt, place implicit faith in his honour and integrity. He 
could assure the meeting that he had received every assistance 
from the men who accompanied him, who, though they saw many 
of their old comrades at the diggings who were doing well, did not 
in a single instance manifest any disposition to desert the trust 
undertaken. From what he had seen at the diggings he had every 
reason to believe that for the future the escort would bring into 
this province a ton of cold per month. (Applause.) 

Mr. Hamilton wished to make a remai'k. Captain Tolmer and 
the men who formed the overland escort, were the servants of the 
{government, and had done their duty ; but the Government had 
not done its duty towards them, by extending to them that support 
and encouragement which they so richly merited. Their numbers 
were not suflS.cient for such an expedition. The Government 
ought to be, urged to put on a force so strong and efl&cient as not 
to leave a chance of sacrificing human life ; and the men ought to 
be much better paid. They had, on the last occasion, brought 
into the colony gold to the amount of 70,0001. — a sum so large 
that every precaution should be used in its transmission. He had 
every confidence in the escort, and hoped the colonists would use 
their endeavours to induce the Government to place the arrange- 
ments upon a liberal and sound basis. 

Captain Tolmer, in reply, stated that the sum paid to the men 
comprising the escort had been raised from 3«. 6c2. to 8«. per day, 
whilst the amount paid in Victoria was but 6«. per day. The in- 
crease of pay, and the establishment of a half-way station, would 
render the escort both safe and eflicient. He had great pleasure 
in stating that his Excellency had expressed as his determina- 
tion, that if the revenue derived from the escort were to amount 
to 20,000Z. per year, it should be expended in the support of 
the escort establishment. (Hear, hear.) 

The chairman said that next to the pleasure they experienced 
in contemplating the success of Captain Tolmer, was tnat which 
they derived from being assured of the determination of Ids Ex- 
cellency to give complete eflS.ciency to the escort. There was a 
surplus not yet collected of the Tolmer Testimonial Fund, and he 
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believed that the most acceptable manner in which that sum could 
be presented to Captain Tolmer would be by purchasing a watch. 
A handsome gold repeater would cost something, and if there was 
a good one to be obtained in the colony, it ought to be purchased 
for that purpose. (Hear, hear.) 

''Votes 01 thanks were then given to the chairman and the 
treasurer, and the meeting was dissolved." 

It was announced in the newspapers that the names of the sub- 
scribers should be published as soon as the remaining subscriptions 
were collected, which was never done ; therefore I do not know to 
this day who did or did not subscribe to the testimonial, except 
the late G. F. Angas and T. C. Bray, Esqs., the former having 
generously foi*warded me a cheque for 5L and the latter 20L, en- 
closed in highly complimentary letters. 

Doubtless, the intelligent reader has been forcibly struck with 
the significant circumstance, that the chairman of the meeting 
held on the 19th March, at the Blenheim Hotel, who first sug- 
gested the testimonial, and the other M.L.C.'s who attended the 
convened meeting at the Exchange three days afterwards, and 
lauded my services to the skies, were conspicuously absent at this 
presentation. tempora, mores. 

The reaction in business and trade which quickly followed was 
indeed most miraculous. Only but a few months before the shops 
in Hindley and Bundle Streets were closed, and there was written 
in chalk upon the shutters, ** Gone to the diggings ;" but after 
this second instalment of gold-dust had been brought by the 
escort, melted into ingots, assayed and stamped, &c., these shops 
were again thrown open, and thronged from morning till night by 
the wives and friends of the absent fortunate diggers who had 
remitted their earnings to them. I remember, on one occasion 
especially, previous to starting upon my third journey to the dig- 
gings, I required some warm under-clothing, and accordingly 
entered Mr. A. Jafferey's shop in Hindley Street. The counter 
on either side, however, was packed with eager customers, some 
examining and criticizing various fabrics. After waiting patiently 
some time, and as apparently there was little chance of being 
served myself, I at last called out in a loud voice, " Now, ladies, 3 
yon don't let me get a couple of flannel shirts and articles I re- 
quire, I shall not be able to start for the diggings to bring back 
any more nuggets." Instantly the whole shopnil of women made 
way, saying, " Oh, it's Mr. Tolmer ;" and then they allowed the 
shopman to serve me. 

Although I had failed to procure the number of suitable horses 
authorized to be purchased for the service, I nevertheless succeeded 
in starting the escort on the 13th May, well horsed and eflSciently 
equipped, and in the short time of seven days from my arrival I 
had a superior spring cart made by Mr. Mellor, the axle being of 
sufficient strength to bear two tons over the roughest roads. 
On May 13th, 1852, 1 made the following report >— 
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" Sm, — T have the honour to report that the overland escort, con- 
sisiing of one sergeant and fourteen constables and the police 
sprii^ cart, efficiently horsed, left town this day at twelve o'clock ; 
and 1, in compliance with the instmctions conveyed to me in yonr 
letter just received, purpose joining them to-morrow evening or 
early the following day, at the crossing place of the Murray, r 

'* Inspector Alford has been instructed to take command of the 
relief party, and to start from Adelaide as soon as the proposed 
number of men and horses have been obtained, and to await my 
arrival near Mr. Scott's station, at a site yet to be selected by me 
for a township. 

" He has been farther directed to have a supply of forage for 
the retam escort and supplies for the party. I regret I have not 
as yet been able to purchase more than five extra horses for the 
escort out of the number which his Excellency was pleased to 
sanction for the purpose of this dut^ ; these, however, appear to 
be good serviceable animals, and considering the scarcity of horses 
at this particular time, the average price (232. 10«.) I conceive to 
be very reasonable. Finding it absolutely necessary, in order to 
hasten the departure of the escort during your absence from town, 
I took the liberty of purchasing various articles bjr private con- 
tract, a re€[uisition for which I herewith enclose, witn a request 
that you will obtain his Excellency's approval of the same. I like- 
wise beg to forward a second requisition, in order that Mr. Stuart 
may complete the arrangements for the escort in my absence. 

" With respect to that paragraph in your letter which states 
that ' his Excellency further desires me to acquaint you that he 
read with some surprise an announcement in the newspapers that 
the escort would take charge of remittances of specie to Victoria 
at a fixed price,' I beg to state that I should not have taken such 
a step as therein referred to had I not been led to believe, in con- 
sequence of the conversation which we had together prior to the 
starting of the second escort, that you were perfectly agreeable to 
the arrangement ; if, however, I was erroneously impressed with 
that idea, I regret it exceedinglv. Whilst on tnis subject I b^ 
to add, that as several persons have deposited gold com to the 
amount of 484/., upon which the charge of two per cent, has been 
paid and handed over to the colonial treasurer, may I request you 
will furnish me with instructions as to whether I am to return it 
to the depositors or proceed with it in this instance. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alexander Tolmer, 

" Commissioner of Police. 

" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 



This third journey overland, which eventually proved my last 
in command of the escort, the weather set in tempestuously at 
starting, and in the hills, before reaching Mount Barker, travellers 
were overtaken with a snowstorm so severe, that the mail coach 
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could only proceed at a snail's pace owing to the difficulty of 
keeping to the track, which was thickly covered with snow. I 
have no donbt this storm is remembered by many an old colonist. 
Glad I and others were, therefore, to reach Lowe's public-house 
that dreary night, the 14th May, 1852. 

Early next morning I made a start, reaching Wellington that 
evening, where I joined the police party under the charge of Ser- 
geant Lamb, who had preceded me. Nothing of any moment 
worth recording occurred on the journey until we reached the low- 
lying country adjacent to the Wimmera, which, on account of the 
heavy rains we had experienced, had overflowed its banks and sub- 
merged its approaches. In this extremity I, therefore, halted the 
party in the flat near to where I conceived the river banks were, 
and giving my horse and sword to one of the men to hold, I walked 
deliberately forward until I stepped into the swollen stream, and 
again, quickly regaining the bank, ordered the troopers to ap- 
proach and halt within a safe distance. The horses were then 
nnhamessed and the cart wheels taken off; the body of the cart 
was next placed on a tarpaulin, which was then securely fixed at 
the four corners, by which simple contrivance a punt was extem- 
porized ; the next thing required was to pass a rope across the 
stream, made fast at both ends, which I accomplished by swim- 
ming the river with a line, and secured to the comer post of 
Messrs. Baily and Hamilton's garden ; thus, provisions, ammu- 
nition, arms, and saddles, &c., which especially required to be kept 
dry, were safely punted across and landed on the high rising 
ground opposite ; and as that formed a paddock, the horses were 
lastly rusned into the water and made quickly for it, partly allured 
probably by the abundance of grass which could be seen. After 
the whole party had crossed, the cart wheels were again refixed, 
and preparation made for resuming the journey on the morrow. 
In the meantime the men availed themselves of the opportunity 
to dry their clothes, &c., at one of the station huts placed at their 
disposal, besides being liberally supplied with fresh meat, &c., by 
the hospitable proprietors of the station. As to myself, I was 
Cj^uite in clover at the head station, and received the greatest atten- 
tion and kindness from Mr. and Mrs. Baily. 

Having made a fresh start, we in due time reached the river 
Loddon, after crossing which, and only a few miles from Forest 
Creek, I halted the party in some well-grassed country, where 
there was a deserted shepnerd's hut, and gave orders for the rusty 
fiword-scabbards, spurs, stirrups, and bits to be cleaned. Oil rags 
were quickly in requisition, and with the fine sand which was 
abundant, this was soon effected. The men's soDed and shabby- 
bush dress was then exchanged for their best uniform, which 
had been brought in the cart, so that in but a short time the 
little troop was metamorphosed, and in that condition arrived and 
formed up in front of the resident commissioner's camp, to the 
utter amazement of the officers assembled, who afterwards ex- 

YOL. u. M 
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pressed their snrprise, considering tlie length of the jonmey from 
Adelaide, the almost impassable state of the conntry, and the inces- 
sant rains. 

"Why," said one, "they look as if they came out of a band* 
box. How do you manage it P " 

" Oh," replied I, " the method is very simple. An oil rajf, a. 
conple of shoe brushes, a spare change of uniform, and a little- 
e«pm d^ corps — voila tout ! " 

I fixed my camp on this occasion by pitching the tent on the other 
side of the creek, about 400 yards from the commissioner's camp, on & 
slight elevation, between which and the creek there was a level ]piece 
of alluvial ground. Having given the usual notice over the diggmgs, 
I was again besieged with applicants ; and during my fifteen days' 
stay at the diggings, such was the eagerness displayed to avail 
themselves of the advantages afforded by the escort, that men, after 
walking many miles, slept outside my tent to avoid the chance of 
disappointment, and be ready with their ^old early in the morning. 
Amongst them I had particularly noticed two, who kept close 
together, and took advantage of every inch of ground as so mncli 
ffamed towards a nearer approach to the tent, but whose efforts 
had been hitherto unavailing. Seeing this, I directed the sen- 
tries to single out the two men in question, and brinff them 
forward; and when admitted, the foremost at once exdaimed^ 
" Thank God, we can now get rid of our gold." Each then nimbly 
unfastened a bag, which was dangling in the leg of the loose 
trousers, securely tied by a strap round the waist, and as they 
drew forth their respective bags I thought I would never see the 
end — tiiey were like long German sausages. The contents of each 
bag was 15 lbs. weight of gold, which they said they had been 
carrying about for several days and nights, since they left their 
camp at Frier's Creek in terror of their lives, because some Van- 
demonians had been persistently dodging them from place to place. 

After having received a large deposit of gold, I was one day 
waited upon by a deputation of South Australian diggers from 
Bendigo, requesting me urgently to go there and receive gold, as 
the diggers could not possibly come to Forest Creek on account 
of leaving their claims, which might be " jumped " during their 
absence ; to which I replied that I could not comply with their 
wishes, fearing to leave the charge of the camp to my subor- 
dinates, but if I could make arrangements with the chief com- 
missioner to afford assistance, I would endeavour to meet their 
views. That evening, therefore, I made known to Mr. Wright the 
purport of the deputation. He at once promised to further the 
object by adding a strong guard to protect the camp. Thus 
perfectly satisfied that my absence might be safely dispensed with 
lor a few days, I started with four troopers and the light spring 
cart, driving it myseK. 

Prior to my departure, foreseeing the great difficulties I should 
have to encounter on my way homewards on account of the f eajful 
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state of the country tHrongH the heavy continuous rains, I 
purchased a bolt of No. 1 canvas, some strong thread, several 
sailors' palms and needles, and gave directions to Sergeant Lamb 
to have a number of saddle-bags, of a certain pattern and size, 
made by the men during my absence, in which to pack the gold, 
so that each trooper mi^ht throw one across his saddle upon the 
escort meeting with an impassable bog or other dif&culty, and thus 
lighten the cart. 

The distance between Forest Creek and Bendi^o is about thirty- 
five miles, which took me the whole day with an empty cart 
apd two horses to accomplish, owing to the road being one con- 
tinuous quagmire, and especially bad in crossing a Bat where 
there was a public-house callea the "Porcupine," notorious as 
being the harbour of the vilest characters, where, in consequence of 
diggers having been robbed, and no tidings heard of others who 
had been traced within its threshold, the landlord had been de- 
prived of his licence. 

On reaching Bendigo the Eev. Mr. Backhauss, a Catholic priest, 
who was then quartered in a large store near the creek, kindly 
used his influence with the owner, who apportioned a part of it to 
our use ; this was most fortunate^ as the rain fell continuously, 
and we were unprovided with a tent or other kind of shelter. 
Having seen to the safety of the horses and to their being cared 
for, in the which I was kindly assisted by the resident gold com- 
xnissioner (Mr. Gilbert), I promulgated my arrival over the 
diggings, and the next morning commenced receiving deposits at 
the store before mentioned. 

This incessant work continued three days, during which 1 
received 7000 ounces of gold. This, with that I had pre- 
viously taken at Forest Creek, amounted to 28,000 ounces, con- 
signed to 1021 families ; and as each depositor received a receipt, 
and I had to keep a coiinterpart, and also write a label upon each 
bag, this represented 3063 written receipts, which work actually 
wore the nail of my little finger to the quick, and, adding the 
labour of weighing, tyin^, and sealing each separate bag, com- 
pletely exhausted nle ; and yet, because I positively refused in a 
consistent manner to take charge of a larger quantity, I gave 
great ofEence to the diggers, who persistently ignored the state of 
the country I had te travel over, and the work, danger, and 
anxiety the responsibility entailed. Considering all difficulties, 
and my insufficient horse-power, I purchased a couple of draught- 
horses through the Eev. Mr. Backhauss, which were recommended 
to him as staunch and good in every respect, for which I paid 
120Z. They turned out to be the very reverse. One of the two 
especially, a grey, when he got to the creek, which was not more 
than 200 yards from the siSrting-point, deliberately lay down in 
the middle of it, and was almost drowned before I could get it to 
rise. Fortunately, one of the trooper's horses was also good in 
harness, and after mounting him on the new purchase we made a 

M 2 
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fresh start expecting to reacli the camp at Forest Creek in the 
evening ; bnt alas ! " Man proposes, and God disposes ; " and 
although we continued travelling without intermission all day, we 
did not succeed in getting more than fifteen miles on our way, and 
halted for the night on some rising ground, thickly timberea with 
stringy bark, from which position we could see the light outside 
the "Porcupine,** and overlook the boggy flat, which it would 
have been madness to have attempted to cross on that dreadful dark 
night. If the reader will refer to the Leisure Hour for 1863, he 
will see an account of a fearful storm which occurred near Bendigo 
on this night, the 11th June. The rain and wind, which had been 
incessant all day, redoubled their fury as night came on ; larae 
trees were uprooted, and immense limbs were blown about lie 
chaff. Seeing the danger we were in, I selected the most open 
space for the cart and for ourselves, and having observed a post 
and rail fence on my left enclosing some wheat, I decided upon 
taking the responsibility of puUing down, a panel and turning the 
horses in the field for safety. This having been done, we got 
under the gold cart, huddled together to keep ourselves warm, as 
it was impossible to kindle a fire; but although we were iJiuB 
crowded, we could not impart to each other sufficient warmth from 
our bodies to prevent us from shivering, and as we were without 
food or restoratives, I resolved upon sending one of the troopers 
to the landlord of the " Porcupine," with the intelligence that the 
Commissioner of Police for South Australia was encamped hard by 
in the bush, and required a bottle of cognac, some bread and cold 
meat, to pay for which, I gave him a couple of sovereigns. 

I confess I felt some considerable anxiety as to what might be 
the result of taking this st^p ; but on the other hand, to remain a 
whole long night as we were, wet through, and exposed to the 
inclemency of the weather, would be exposing the party to ^eat 
risk of life. The trooper was not long away, and returned with a 
couple bottles of superior brandy, two loaves, and a quantity o£ 
beef and mutton; and to my surprise brought back the two 
sovereigns, saying the landlord declined to receive any payment, 
adding nis regret that I had not brought my party to tne hotel, 
where he would have made us all comfortable. 

By next morning at dawn we were on the move to prepare for 
a start, when it was discovered that some of the horses, including 
the two I had recently purchased, had got out of the wheat-field, 
and were nowhere to be found. Quickly snatching up a bridle, I 
followed up their tracks, and fortunately overtook them not far 
distant, upon returning to the camp I noticed a stranger there, 
who, as I approached, said, " Good morning, Mr. Tolmer. Yon have 
had a rough night of it, I am afraid." " Yes, indeed we have," 
replied I. " I am sorry," continued he " you did not come to my 
hotel, where yourself and men could have been weU accommo- 
dated." ** Oh," said I, " then you are the person to whom we are 
mnch indebted for the two bottles of brandy and snpply of 
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food you kindly sent last night, for which yon refused to accept 
any payment ; let me now at least make some compensation for 
the damage my horses have done by breaking into your wheat- 
field." " Oh, that's not worth mentioning," rejoined he. " The 
fact is, I have been unjustly deprived of my licence, and therefore 
could not charge for the spirits ; but as I purpose applying for a 
renewal at the next meeting of the licensing bench, and you are a 
magistrate for the territory of Victoria, I earnestly solicit your 
support in my favour, as your last night's experience must 
have satisfied you that a public-house is indispensable at this 
spot." 

I at once admitted the truth of what he said about the wants of 
the place, but added that I had heard that his licence had been 
forfeited for harbouring bushrangers, and suchlike desperadoes, 
and that acts of violence and murder had been committed in his 
house. The man then explained, that as a publican he was 
bound by law to supply travellers with refreshments, &c., and if 
such characters did frequent his house unknowingly, it was unjust 
and wrong he should be made to suffer. As to the other allega- 
tions, he denied such ever having taken place. I said I knew 
little or nothing of the case, but that I would speak to the chief 
commissioner on the subject, and do all I could for him consistent 
with my position ; for which he expressed his thanks. I accord- 
ingly subsequently had a conference with Mr. Wright on the 
subject, but whether the man eventually got his licence I never 
heard. 

The remainder of the journey was accomplished without any 
further adventure, and upon reaching the camp I was much pleased 
to find everything satisfactory. The saddle-bags also had all been 
made ready to be filled, &c. The evening of my return being 
Saturday, I determined to start on the homeward journey on the 
following Monday, and in order that no hitch might occur to 
prevent our departure, I instructed Sergeant Lamb to have all the 
horses removed from off the sheep-run, where during my stay 
they had been tailed, and driven to a certain paddock, for which 
2«. 6(2. per head was charged each night, with strict injunctions to 
have them brought to the camp early. 

The following mominff, Sunday, one of the troopers, specially 
told off to look after the horses, reported at the camp that aU had. 
been paddocked according to my instructions, with the exception of 
two, which could not be found. Whereupon I directed him to 
return with another man to the empty shepherd's hut for the night, 
so as to be on the watch for the animals, which probably had only 
strayed, and would be heard to return neighing in search of their 
mates. The whole of the day was then occupied by myself. Sergeant 
Lamb, and a few of the troopers, weighing the smaller bags of 

fold, and packing them in each saddle-bag, some having twenty- 
ve pounds on each side, and others fifty pounds, after which the 
openings were carefully sewn up, sealed, and stamped with the 
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escort seal ; and lastly, each bag was nnmbered from No. 1 up- 
wards — No. 1 beinff my own, No. 2 Sergeant Lamb's, and so on. 
Each trooper also bad extra bags allotted to bim, specially num- 
bered, to be carried on pack-horses when required, wnich then left 
only six bags in the cart in the charge of the driver, weighing 
six hundredweight. 

Obedient to my imperative orders, all the horses were brought 
up with the exception of the two, which the troopers reported 
could not be found anywhere, although they had scoured the 
country all round, addmg the following astounding revelation: 
About midnight they were aroused from their sleep by hearing the 
tramp of horses' feet outside, which they of course concluded were 
the missing animals ; but on openine the door they saw ten or 
twelve horsemen, who, upon being chcdlenged and asked what they 
wanted, made no reply, but leisurely rode away, apparently under 
the control of a leaaer. 

I solved the mystery at once, by concluding in my mind that it 
was Melville's gang, who, aware that the day for m^ departure 
with a large amount of gold was approaching, had intended to 
steal a number of the horses and thus cripple my means, with the 
ultimate intention of attacking the escort at some fixed advan- 
tageous spot. Fortunately the villains were foiled, and the fortui- 
tous discovery of the attempt redoubled our vigilanoe on the line 
of march. 

A special gathering of all the officers took place at luncheon 
that day (June 14th) to bid me good-bye; and many were the bete 
of champagne offered that I would never reach South Australia, 
on account of the state of the country, with the large amount of 
gold I had received, weighing above a ton. These I willingly 
accepted, and took all the chau in goodhumour, assuring then^ 1 
would succeed, and return ere long and have the pleasure of drinking 
their champagne. 

I have already explained the position of my camp, which was on 
some risinflr ground across the creek, between which there was a 
piece of alluvial around ; and as it was but a short distance from 
the mess tent, ajf the officers took up a position to see me start. 
Everything being prepared, I gave the or^rs to mount, and having 
told off the advance and rear guards, gave the word, " Files right I 
march r' 

In oroiting the alluvial flat mentioned, the horses plunged a 

0oad hit on aooount of the soft nature of the ground ; but when 

W-laden oart came quickly down the hill and reached the 

down it went into a perfect bog. The wheels at once 

nd eink until they could go no deeper, by the 

T^etbg on the surface, the horses plunging 

■e the vehicle. . 

■te of loud laughter from my fnenos 

ynt, ** Pay for the champagne before 

tm mU nevet xeaoh Adelaidet" and 
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all sncli tannts. I took no heed of their sarcasm, however, but coolly, 
as if on parade, gave the order, "Halt front! Dress! Prepare 
to dismount ! Dismount ! " I then dismounted myself, unlocked 
the two strong boxes fixed by bolts to the bottom of the cart in 
which the gold was packed, quickly seized No. 1 bag, which I 
ouietly placed across my saddle, and then gave the word, "Left 
nles, take your bags ! " In a moment, like as many ants, each 
trooper secured his own particular bag, threw it across his saddle, 
and then stood to his horse. Then followed the right files, who 
•did the same ; and lastly, the men who had the charge of led horses 
got their bags, and secured them on their respective packs. The 
whole proceeding did not occupy ten minutes. Having remounted 
the men, I again gave the order, " Files right ! march ! " 

As we moved on, Eowe gave the horses a touch of the whip, 
which made them bound forward, causing the lightened vehicle to 
spring up like a Jack-in-the-box, and 'uien qmckly continue its 
way. I then doffed my cap, saying in a sportive, light-hearted 
manner, " Grood-bye, gentlemen ; 111 come back and drink your 
•champagne, be assured." Whereupon they cheered lustily. Some 
of them then mounted their horses, and accompanied us as far as 
the Lodden, where we parted. Amongst them I remember were 
Berry, Berkeley, and Templeton. Captain Berkeley was formerly 
inspector of p>olice in this colony, and after leaving at the time of 
the diggings, joined the police in Victoria, as inspector. 

After crossing the river, which was much swollen, the water 
reaching above the saddle-flaps, I selected a spot, and^ encainped 
for the night in some thickly-timbered country. It rained inces- 
santly all night, and while the storm howled through the forest, it 
threatened to occasion serious impediments to our progress. Early 
next morning we made a start, and on the road met some 
teamsters, who assured me that the deep creek near Mr. Bucknall's 
was f<Hrdable, and that they had crossed with their drays that 
morning. On arriving at ttie creek, however, I found it greatiy 
swollen ; and to satisfy myself of its practicability I went across in 
the first instance, and then returned, and quickly gave directions 
to the men to take possession of their respective bags, then taking 
the lead across the ford, I gave strict orders to each trooper to 
follow closely my own horse, whilst Browe was to remain on the 
bank with the cart. During the time occupied in the removal of 
each bag of gold from the cart, and making them securely fast on 
the led horses, the water rose rapidly, nevertheless a safe crossing 
was effected. The bags of course got thoroughly soaked in the 
crossing, as we were up to our waists in water, and had it not 
been for the dead weignt each horse carried, the whole cavalcade 
would have been swept away by the torrent. As the last led 
horse reached the bank, I called out to the driver, Bowe, not to 
lose a moment, but drive the cart (in which six bags of gold 
JWMined, also the mail, and provisions, &c.), and quickly cross the 
ford— which he attempted to do, but the animal in the shafts was 
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at the diggings. I next met Him in 1859 at the late Mr. E. Stock- 
dale's Station, Lake Hawdon, in the south-east, breaking in 
horses, and it was then he told me how he used to take " Saunders" 
oyer the fences as described. Subsequently he succeeded to a con- 
siderable property by the death of a relative in England, and then 
entered the South Australian Parliament, and was elected member 
for Mount Grambier with Mr. John Eiddock. Upon his resigna- 
tion he went to Melbourne, where he distinguished himself as a 
cross-country rider, ran through his money, and, melancholy to 
relate, terminated his existence by committing suicide. 

He had been highly educated at college, and was no mean poet, 
having composed numerous poems, wmch were published and 
greatly admired. As a horseman, there was not a more plucky 
rider; but he had the most awkward, ugly seat I ever saw, on 
account of his gaunt figure and extraordinary length of legs, with 
which he would almost circle the horse's body, and defy the most 
determined buck- jumper to throw him. He, however, met with 
many serious falls, on account of his short-sightedness and not 
bein£^ able to judge the distance in comine up to a jump ; the 
result of one fall, indeed, was so serious that nis life was despaired 
of for a long time. 

Eowe, the driver, who remained on the wrong side of the creek 
after all the gold and mail had been crossed, was conveyed across 
by the following simple contrivance : I caused two hurdles to be 
placed together, to form a raft ; to increase its buoyancy, a small 
cask was lashed in the centre of the part intended to be its front, 
and two other casks (all that were available) were fixed at each 
comer of the stem. On this affair he was hauled over safely, save 
a drenching ; but that was so little regarded, that several pedes- 
trians returning from and going to the diggings availed themselves, 
amid much merriment, of the same contrivance to cross the creek. 
There were among the spectators during the whole of that morn- 
ing's exciting proceedings several gentlemen from Adelaide — Mr. 
Lymburner, the late Mr. May, second master of the Collegiate 
School, and Mr. James White, late member for Light. 

The whole of my party were kindly and hospitably entertained 
at the residence of Mr. Bucknall; and having myself in some 
degree recovered from the effects of my immersion and very violent 
exertions, we started at length fairly on our way ; for although a 
hundred miles of the road was inundated, and the men in some 
cases had to lead their horses through mud and water several feet 
deep, yet the most serious natural difficulties were successfully 
overcome. On reaching the Wimmera, which I had been 
dreading, I obtained the use of a boat from Major Firebrace's 
station, and successfully crossed without mishap. At one of the 
stations on my way I gathered that a notorious bushranger, named 
Gipsy Smith, with whom a man and his wife from South Aus- 
tralia were encamped, was about six miles distant, and that I 
could not miss seeing him, as his grey horse was tethered near the 
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«amp. I liad previously been informed at Forest Greek that 
several warrants had been issued for the arrest of this desperado, 
for robberies committed on diggers, but that the Victorian police 
had failed to capture him. A sharp look-out was kept about the 
locality indicated therefore, and sure enough we perceived the 
smoke from his camp-fire some distance off the track amongst the 
Umber, and the grey horse tethered hard by, As the fellow, how- 
ever, did not make his appearance, and I had something else to do 
than go looking after him, I passed on, resolved, however, to for- 
ward information to Mr. Wnght as to the whereabouts of the 
robber, if a trustworthy opportunity offered; but none did so 
until I reached the half-way station, where I found Inspector 
Alford awaiting my arrival with the relief party, which i then 
sent on to the diggings. I subsequently heard that action was 
taken for the capture of the ruffian, but he was discovered dead, 
having been shot, it was supposed, by some of his mates, who 
afterwards decamped, taking the horse with them. 

The remainder of the journey from Scott's wool-shed into town 
was performed in due time, arriving on the 6th July ; and not- 
withstanding the unpropitious weather, there was a large assem- 
blage of spectators in several parts, and the manifes&tions of 
deheht unbounded. As on the arrival of the first escort, we pro- 
ceeded up Eandell Street and thence down King William Street to 
the Treasury, where there was a greater multitude gathered; and 
as an expression of the feeling specially entertained by the resi- 
dents in Kundle Street of the important services rendered by the 
overland escort, flags extended across it, bearing the words in large 
golden letters, " Welcome back, Tolmer." 

I remember, during a momentary stoppage of the escort, laugh- 
ing heartily at an incident which occurred. Whilst talking to my 
wue through the open window of tiie carriage in which she and 
the members of my family had come to meet me, the late Mr. 
Francis S. Button, the late agent-general of the colony, rode up, 
and slapping me on the back, said, " Welcome back, Tolmer ; " 
adding, " Oh, you're a broth of a boy." Close bjr were two young 
women, one of whom said, " That's mm ! that's mm ! " pointing to 
myself. "What," replied the other, "that black, ugly little 
fellow P" She seemed perfectly disappointed, and doubtless ex- 
pected the leader of the escort, for whom so much fuss was made, 
at the least to have been attired in a gorgeous uniform embroidered 
with gold lace. 

Our appearance on the occasion is thus describedintheEegris^er; — 

"The appearance of the escort as it passed through the streets 
on its way to the Treasury would have reminded any old colonist, 
previously familiar with the scenes of war, of some cavalry escort 
during the lamented Sir John Moore's memorable retreat to 
Corunna. The horses were woefully out of condition, but the 
iroox>ers, though presenting a battered and sodden appearance, 
the effect of long exposure to an inclement season and a duty of 
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▼eiT nnnsnal severity, displayed mucli appearance of hardihood 
ana a dauntless front." 
My report to the Government was as follows : — 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 

" July 8th, 1852. 

" Sib,— I have the honour to report for the information of his 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, that I arrived with the escort 
under my command, in Adelaide, on Tuesdav the 6th instant, 
with about 28,006 ounces of gold, besides a heavy mail, which 
latter I deemed expedient to forward to town by the police- 
sergeant, immediately on mv reaching the Murray. In conse- 
quence of the non-amval at Mount Alexander of Mr. Beynell, I 
was under the necessity of once more performing the duties of 
gold commissioner, which is one of the causes which have retarded 
my ioumejr homewards. I was likewise induced to proceed to 
Bendi^o, distant thirty- 6 ve miles from Mount Alexander. 

Owing to the vast number of Adelaide people who have of late 
removed to that at present productive locality, thousands are daily 
rushing there. Indeed, if the migration continues, Forest 
Creek will, ere long, be wholly depopulated; the whole line of 
road between these two named gold-fields is thronged with 
vehicles of every conceivable description, shape, and size. 
Fresh diggings are being discovered daily, and extending north- 
wards towards the Eiver Murray. If it be true that the naviga- 
tion of that river by steam is to be carried into effect, the greatest 
results beneficial to South Australia, must necessarily follow, as 
the whole of the supplies for these gold-fields will be sent from 
thence by that means. 

At present the roads between Melbourne and Bendigo are 
utterly impassable, and consequently the cost of carriage is 
enormous ; IbOl. is charged per ton. Flour was 22/. per bag when 
I left, and everything else at prices equally exorbitant. I was 
compelled to purchase six horses at the diggings and on the road, 
in consequence of the knocked up state of my own, and to replace 
two which had strayed in the bush, and a third drowned in 
crossing the deep creek on my return homewards. Foreseeing 
the difficulties I should have to undergo on my return with the 
treasure, I had most luckily a nunil)er of strong canvas bags 
made, in which I had the gold packed, so that in case of need I 
might hand one to each constable to carrv on his horse. On 
arriving at the above named creek I thus distributed the treasure, 
with the exception of nix bags which remained in the cart. I 
then crossed and ascertained that the river was fordable, and 
directed each man to follow quickly as the waters were rising fast. 
This was done without much difficulty, but as soon as the cart got 
into the stream the leaders lost their footing, and were carried away 
the length of the traces by the flood, but were held in that position 
^•' the weight of gold in the cart. 
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Perceiving the imminent danger of losing the gold as well as the 
horses, I plnnged into the river and swam out to the leaders, and 
succeeded in bringing them round, which thus afforded an oppor- 
tunity of getting possession of the gold and mail. The cart being 
now released from the gold, to my dismay was carried with great 
force down the stream. I again swam out to the leaders, and at 
last liberated two of them by cutting the traces. The cart with 
the horse in the shafts then turned over almost immediately, and 
of course the horse was drowned. Notwithstanding every en- 
deavour which I made to obtain possession of the cart, I have 
been obliged to leave it behind in a deep part of the river. Mr. 
IBucknall, near whose station this disaster occurred, has kindly 
promised to get it out as soon as the swollen state of the river 
permits, and take charge of it until the return of the next escort. 
I and several of the men lost man^r articles of wearing apparel, 
-and likewise the whole of our provisions. After an unavoidable 
delay of two days at this spot, I finally started on the 18th ultimo, 
each man carrying a bag 01 gold, and the remainder I had packed 
on led horses. In consequence of the incessant rains which had 
fallen, the whole country contiguous to the rivers and creeks was 
under water, and traveUing rendered thereby exceedingly tedious 
tind difficult ; indeed it is my belief that I could not have accomp- 
lished the journey had I had the cart with me ; and I strongly 
urge therefore, that for the future the gold may be conveyed on 
pack-horses fitted with proper saddles, during the winter months ; 
and even during the summer months, some portions of the road 
would more quickly be travelled over, particularly across the 
■desert. Should his Excellency sanction this pro]x>sal, I beg 
respectfully to be permitted to call for tenders for the supply of 
thirtv pack-saddles, fifteen for each escort, according to a pattern 
whicn can be seen on application at this office. 

Nothing of moment occurred during the remainder of the 
journey, except that on arrival at the half-way station I was in- 
formed by Inspector AKord that four of his party had sent in their 
resignations, and as they had complied with the regulations of the 
service, having served upwards of twelve months, I could not 
refuse their application. Being desirous that Inspector Alford 
should at once proceed to Mount Alexander, and that his party 
should not be weakened by the resignation of the four men 
alluded to, I gave instructions to the sergeant to name four of 
the men who had accompanied me to the Mount for that service. 
It appears, however, that two of them whose characters were in- 
different during the journey, positively refused to comply with the 
order. I was therefore under the painful necessity, as an example 
to the rest of the force, to sentence them to one month's imprison- 
ment with hard labour. In conclusion, I beg to state that I 
directed Inspector Alford and his party to start for Mount 
Alexander on the 3rd instant, leaving a corporal and constable in 
charge of the station ; his arrival in Adelaide, theref ore, may be 
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expected about the latter end of this month. The horses which 
retnmed with me are in very low condition, and several had galled 
backs, which will nnfit them for dnty for some time. I have 
purchased several since my return, and am in hopes of making 
every necessary arrangement in order to despatch Ixispector Stuart 
as soon as possible. 

" I have, Ac, 

** Alex. Tolmes, 

" Commissioner of Police. 
" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 

A few days after mv arrival I received a flattering letter from 
the honourable the colonial secretary, intimating that he was in- 
structed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to convey his 
special thanks and approval of my services during the x>enod I 
was in command of tne escort, to which I returned a suitable 
acknowledgment on the 14th July, 1852, and in the following 
month I further received the following highly satisfactory and 
complimentary note from his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor:— 

" Government House, August SOth, 1852. 
•' My deab Sm, — ^I have the pleasure to inform you that your 
well-earned promotion to be police commissioner has been ap- 
proved by the secretary of state. 

" Yours very truly, 

"H. E. F. Young." 

The result of the three trips which I undertook in establishing 
the escort, was the means of introducing into the colony at 31. 11«. 
per ounce, gold to the value of 188,1462. 90. This amount was 
large, but the subsequent quantities brought by succeeding escorts 
showed not only the general success of Adelaide people, but how 
much they appreciated the benefits the Bullion Act and the escort 
had conferred upon them. 

The colonial reader will probably remember that the enactment 
of the Bullion Act was only to continue in operation for twelve 
months, but its very success involved a difficulty which required to 
be met in order to prevent gross injustice to the banks, whose 
cordial co-operation £ad done so much good. An issue of notes 
had taken place altogether out of proportion to the ordinary 
circulation, and beyond any preparations they could make to 
redeem these notes within the currency of the Bullion Act. Thus 
they were placed in the awkward position of either refusing to 
comply with the law, or of exposing themselves to a ruinous 
demand for coin when the act expired. In this dilemma the 
directors of the various banks applied to the lieutenant-governor, 
who, on considering the great disadvantages to which all the 
various interests in the colony would be subjected, if they were 
compelled to refuse to work the Bullion Act, gave [them an 
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assurance that the Government wonld introduce a measure ta 
extend the time within which they should be allowed to redeem 
their notes in coin. 

The Executive and Legislative Council, on considering how this 
assurance to the banks could best be f ulfi^ed, came at mst to the 
resolution of adopting a gold currency, which would supply the 
place of bank-notes as a medium of exchange, or which, being 
held by the banks, would supply the place of sovereigns as the 
basis of their circulation. In accordance with this expedient, 
the Act of Council No. 14 provided that gold of standard fine- 
ness could be taken to the assay office, and there formed into 
tokens properly stamped of the value of 5^., 22., IZ. and IO0. each. 
This Act relieved the banks from the obligation of exchanging 
notes for uncoined bullion, and ^ve them complete control over 
their issues of notes ; and the gold tokens enabled them to meet 
their liabilities, "concurrently with sovereigns, or exclusively of 
sovereigns, should the supply of the latter be insufficient." By 
these judicious measures the commercial prosperity of the colony 
was upheld, at a period when derangement and ruin threatened 
every mterest in it. Necessity, not choice, dictated the remedial 
measures adopted. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Appointment of Inspector Stnart — ^My difficalt position — Complimentary 
vote of the Council — ^Discipline g^ws lax — Orders and reports in con- 
sequence thereof— My charges against Stuart — His replies — Beport of 
the Board of Enquiry. 

I HAV£ stated in a previous chapter that prior to the passing of 
the Bullion Act and the establishment of the overland gold escort, 
the colony was in a state of bankruptcy, and that the civil 
servants nad been three months without pay. The successfal 
result of these measures was little short of miraculous, credit 
and confidence were restored; moreover, every civil servant not 
only received the arrears due to him, but fifty per cent, upon the 
amount of his stipend, which was continued for a series of years, 
long after I was deprived of my appointment in th^ police, and 
turned adrift with my family on the world. 

After fairly estabushiDg the gold escort, the responsibility of 
seeing that the service was continued and carried on with efficiency 
and regularity devolved entirely upon me, but alas ! the difficxdties 
I had to contend against almost drove me distracted. During my 
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absence at the gold-fields, tbe GrOTenimeiit deemed it expedient to 
appoint Inspector Stoart commissioner of poHoe and police magis- 
trate, who, one would naturally imagine, wonld have been respon- 
sible to the GoYcmment for the proper carrying out of the duties 
of the department. Not so, however. Bj official letters in mj 
office I foond that important matters and written instmctions 
received from the hon. the colonial secretaiy were n^lected, for 
which I was nevertheless held responsible, which Stoart qnickl j 
perceived and took advantage of^ Imagining, doubtless, that even- 
tuallj the Grovemment would remove me from office, and then he 
would step into it. 

He not only treated my orders with contempt and n^lect, but 
availed himapif of every opportunity of thwarting and opposiiig 
my wishes. As an instance of the hydra-headed difficulties I 
had to contend with in carrying on the police and escort service, I 
may mention that on or about the 19th August, 1852, Sergeant- 
maior Lamb, Sergeant Brooks, two corporals, and eighteen oon- 
staoles, having intimated to the Government by letter their deter- 
mination not to perform the escort duty unless the pay was 
raised to 12s. per diem, hi? Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
directed their immediate dismisaal ; besides which the whole of the 
force, with but a few exceptions, tendered their resignations, and 
proceeded to the Yictoria gold-fields ; and consequently I had to 
reorganize and bring tbe force to that former state of efficiency 
which had gained for it a wide-world renown. On another 
occasion, a vacancy having occurred in the escort service for an 
inspector, several applications were made to me by gentlemen 
unconnected with the public service, and amongst l£ese was the 
present universally esteemed and respected manager of Anlaby 
station (Mr. H. T. Morris, J. P.)> whom I strongly recommended to 
the Government as eli^ble for the position. So certain did I feel 
that my recommendation wonld be successful, that I actually told 
him to get measured for his uniform at once, as I was anxious 
not to dmy despatching the escort, to follow the one which arrived 
in Adelaide on the 6th May, 1852, under the command of Inspector 
Boee. Having, however, suddenly been ordered by the Govern- 
ment to inspect the police outposts, my opponent, disregarding my 
wishes, selected a sergeant in the foot police, a man totally inex- 
perienced in horses, and in every way unfitted for so important 
a charge. Upon my return to headquarters, I commented in 
strong terms on the subject in my letter to the hon. the colonial 
secretaiT* dated July 2nd, in reference to a communication 
signed by the managers of the three banks in Adelaide, com- 
plaining of the want of efficiency of the gold escort service:, and 
urging the punctual monthly starting of the escort firom the dig- 
gings : of this the following are extracts : — 

*' I would likewise add, that the absence of the assistant gold 
commissioner at Mount Alexander on the arrival of the escort, 
and its detention for several days in consequence, as was the case 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 177 

on the last occasion, materially affect the period occapied on each 
trip. To contend against these difficulties the ntmost amonnt of 
energy and skill in conducting such a force is thereby required on 
the part of the officer, otherwise the success and proper working 
of the escort will assuredly result in a failure. I am induced to 
make the latter remark in consequence of the appointment of Mr. 
Cromie during my temporary absence whilst visiting the police 
outposts, who, I deem it my duty to state, I consider to oe in 
every respect unfit to command an armed mounted escort, and 
incapable of directing his party to repel an attack, or to extricate 
it out of a dilemma. I would beg to be permitted to state, there- 
fore, that as I am held responsible for the efficiency of the escort 
and police service, it api)ears to me a matter of justice as well as 
expediency that I should have the nomination of officers, subject 
of course to the approval of his Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor, or that they should be examined by a board, to be consti- 
tuted for the purpose, to ascertain whether fiie candidate possesses 
the requisite degree of education and other (jualifications for the 
satisfactory execution of the official duties which may be entrusted 
to him." 

In return for my services in connexion with the gold escort, Mr. 
Francis Dutton moved, in the Legislative Council, on November 
17th, 1852, the council into a committee of the whole House for 
the consideration of the following motion : — 

" That this House, entertaining a high opinion of the intelligence, 
energy, and perseverance with which Mr. PoHce Commissioner 
Tolmer successfully conducted during several months the very 
arduous duty of tte gold escort from and to the Victoria gold 
diggings, resolves that a respectful address be presented to his 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, praying that he will award to 
Mr. Tolmer, oiit of the surplus gold revenue, a gratuity of lOOL" 

The motion was put, and carried on a division by a majority of 
four. 

In compliance with the foregoing, I received the following : — 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" iVbvew&er 30^^, 1852. 
** Sib, — ^I have the honour, by the lieutenant-governor's direc- 
tions, to inform you that the Legislative Council, ' entertaining a 
high opinion of the intelligence, energy, and perseverance with 
wmch you successfully conducted during several months the very 
arduous duty of the gold escort from the Victoria diggings, have 
prayed his Excellency to award you a gratuity of 100^. out of the 
surj)lus gold revenue.* His Excellency, however, while fully con- 
curring m the sentiments expressed by the council, as you have 
already learned from previous communications, regrets that, as 
regards any further pecuniary allowance to you, he sees no reason 
to alter the arrangements under that head which were made 
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applicable to the entire overland escort at the beginning of the 
service. " I have, &c., 

" B. T. FiNNiss, 

"Colonial Secretary. 
" To Alexander Tolmer, Esq., Commissioner of Police." 

The Chamber of Commerce also, abont the same time, at a fall 
meeting of its members, nnanimously passed a highly flattering 
resolution in reference to the benefit derived by the public from the 
establishment of the overland gold escort ; and as a farther mark 
of approbation of the signal services which I had performed in the 
discharge of my duties, his Excellency Sir Henry Young gave a 
banquet at Government House in honour of the occasion, to which 
all the members of the Legislature, the heads of departments, the 
Loi*d Bishop of Adelaide, and his Honour Judge Cooper were 
invited, and at which my health was proposed by his Excellency, 
coupled with the magistracy, to which his Honour J udge Cooper 
responded. 

I did not fail to perceive, however, that jealous}'" and ill-feeling 
against me on account of my popularity and success rankled in 
the breasts of many present, who not long afterwards exhibited 
the " cloven foot," and took advantage of their position to blast 
my prospects and those of my family. 

Aoout a month subsequent to the aforesaid banquet, I received 
the following letters. 

** Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

^ ** December ^Qth, 1852. 
" SiK, — I' have the honour of notifying to you that the lieu- 
tenant-governor has received advices from England, by which his 
Excellency is directed to call upon you to pay into the colonial 

treasury the sum of one pound ten shillings and pence, paid 

by the agent-general for the colonies to Mr. Smith, cfcrk of the 
colonial office, as expenses of the warrant his Excellency has 
received to issue letters patent to you as commissioner of police. 

" I have, &c., 

"Oliver K. Eichardson, 

" pro Colonial Secretary. 
"To Alexander Tolmer, Esq." 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" Jomuary 8<?i, 1853. 
" Sir, — ^With reference to my letter of the 30th ultimo, I have 
the honour to forward to you the enclosed letters patent, under the 
hand of the lieutenant-governor, confirming you in your appoint- 
ment as commissioner of police. 

" I have, &c., 

" Oliver K. Eichardson, 

" for Colonial Secretary. 
" To Alexander Tolmer, Esq., Commissioner of Police." 
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The following is a copy of the letters patent referred to in the 
foregoing commimication :— 

** South Australia "J Yictoria, by the grace of God of the United 
(Public seAl), > Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, 
H. E, F. Young. J Defender of the Faith, &c. 

" To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. Whereas we 
have taken in our royai consideration the loyalty, integrity, and 
ability of our trusty and well-beloved Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 
now know ye that we have thought fit to constitute and appoint, 
as we do by these our letters patent under the public seal of our 
province of South Australia constitute and appoint, the said 
Alexander Tolmer to be commissioner of police for our said 
province, to have, hold, exercise, and enjoy the said office and place 
during our pleasure, together with the rights, profits, privileges, 
and advan&fi^es thereunto belonging or appertaining. Provided 
always that the said Alexander Tolmer shall actually reside within 
our said province, and execute the said office in his own person, 
except in case of sickness or other incapacity. In witness 
whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent, and 
the public seal of the said province to be hereunto affixed. 

/ Witness our trusty and well beloved 
By warrant, under the [ Sir Henry Edward Fox Young, knight, 
royal sign manual and V Lieutenant-Governor of our provmce 
signet, dated the twen- ) aforesaid, and Vice- Admiral of the 
tieth day of August, one ] same, at Adelaide, the seventh day of 
thousand eight hundred I January, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifby-two. ( and fifty-three, in the sixteenth year of 

\ our reign." 

As time wore on things did not mend ; on the contrary, the con- 
duct of my subordinates became the more defiant and insulting, 
and this induced me to issue the following general order ;— 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 

" AuguBt %^d, 1863. 
" The Commissioner of Police deems it incumbent upon him to 
observe that the object of the Government in having two mounted 
inspectors stationed at headquarters was, that there should be one 
constantly in barracks to direct the usual routine of duties, drill 
the men, and instruct them in their regular duties as con- 
stables, also to direct the pursuit of any criminal — ^in short, to see 
that every duty is performed which is embraced in the book of 
instructions to officers and constables. This cannot now be the case, 
inasmuch as Inspectors Stuart and Alford are invariably absent 
from barracks when reauired. 
" The commissioner uieref ore notifies to the officers referred to 

N 2 
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that henceforth on no acconnt are the police barracks to be lefb 
without the presence of either one or the other. 

"Alexakdeb Tolmes, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

"Greneral Order. 

" Police Commissioner's Office. 

" September ^nd,l^S>S. 
" With pain, and it is confessed with no little vexation, the Com- 
missioner of Police is compelled to call the attention of the 
inspectors of the mounted police to an important and imperative 
order, which but a few days since was issued directing that on ne 
acconnt were the police barracks to be left without an officer. 
Not only in this but in various other cases his mandates have been 
treated as naught. On Wednesday night, between the hours of 
nine and ten, acting upon certain information, the commissioner 
proceeded to the ** Gk)ld Diggers' Arms," Norwood, where, in the 
tap-room, in company with a set of drunken and riotons fellows^ 
probably accomplices, he effected the capture of a most notorious 
character, against whom several serious charges of robbery had 
been preferred. Feeling the awkwardness of his position, the 
commissioner deemed it prudent to despatch the landlord of the 
house with a note to the inspector on duty, acquainting him with 
the circumstances under which he was placed, and requesting 
assistance. There was, however, no officer in barracks to receive 
*his instructions, although it is due to state that, acting upon hie 
own responsibility, Sergeant-Major Hall, attended by a constable^ 
promptly arrived, and relieved him of his charge. Again, during 
the past week the two mounted inspectors were walking about the 
town. The order referred to was also disobeyed on Thursday 
morning, both officers being in the police court, although neither 
of them was required to give evidence in the case before the 
bench. This oft-marked defiance of his authority naturally called 
forth a severe censure upon each of them ; but although the words 
expressed were uttered in an undertone, it was in a most cowardly 
and unmanly manner construed and reported by some individuals 
to the editor of a public journal, and published by him, as a row in 
the police-court between the head of the department and Inspector 
Stuart. The truth of this production is so palpably false, and the 
object so easily perceptible, that it needs no comment. 

"Alexandbk Tolmek, 

_" Commissioner of Police." 

The following communication will speak for itself, and illustrate 
the difficulties of my position :— 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 

" September %th, 1853. 
SiE, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
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letter, which, although dated Ist inst., did not come to hand until 
late in the afternoon of Saturday. In reply, I would now beg to 
be permitted to address you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Governor, on the subject contained therein. 

" By the ordinary progressive steps, and a service in the police 
of nearly fifteen years, I have risen to the rank I now hold, and as 
his Excellency's accredited agent, whose special duty it is to act 
towards his principal with honour and fidelity, the evidence I am 
about to offer will, I am assured, be entitled to consideration. 

" You will, sir, doubtless remember, that on the 9th February, 
1852, 1 started overland to Mount Alexander, to establish the gold 
escort, a service which occupied me constantly during a period of 
five months. Now during that time the coals which form the 
subject of your communication, were received at the mounted 
police barracks, and deposited within a short distance of luspector 
Stuart's residence. I submit, therefore, with great respect, that 
the blame for exceeding the consumption allowed is attributed to 
that officer, who had temporarily the entire control and manage- 
ment of the department. I conceive it due to myself also to state, 
that on resuming my official duties at headquarters no report 
was made by him of the fuel having been delivered — a neglect of 
duty in itself exceedingly censurable ; and what is still more so, the 
number of authorized nres have been increased from fourteen to 
twenty-seven, without my sanction or knowledge. 

" Hiving submitted the foregoing facts, duty now compels me 
to state, that I have for some time determined that the moment 
repeated acts of neglect and violation of duty and intrigues which 
Inspector Stuart has long been and is still engaged in, assumed a 
tangible form, I would at once stand against tnem. His Excel- 
lency's absence from town has alone prevented me from taking the 
present decisive measures. Believe me when I assure you that I 
have suffered more pain, than it would be possible for me. to de- 
scribe from the treatment I have received from that officer, ever 
since I felt myself compelled to report him to the lieutenant- 
governor for remissness m not rendering a proper statement of 
his accounts on my resuming my official duties after establishing the 
escort. His posture of defiance, considering our relative positions, 
is without a parallel; and although I trust I am as unwilling as 
any person to complain against any of my officers, something must 
be done, and that speedily, otherwise it is impossible for me to 
conduct my duties with firmness and decision. Since I deemed 
fit to press upon his Excellency the expediency of removing Mr. 
Cromie from office, as an individual whom I considered incompe- 
tent to command an escort, secret conventions have been held, 
composed of Inspector Stuart, Eose, Oromie, and other individuals 
— whom! shall. not name, unless necessitated, as I consider them 
mere tools and misguided men — a dark practice which I am con- 
fident his Excellency will discountenance. I therefore with due 
submission contend, that any individual holding an official situa- 
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tioii^ who departs from the rules whicli are dictated \fj the most 
ordinarj cannderations of propriety, and sets an example to 
others of disrespect and insubordination, should be removed 
from a place in which his example is calculated to be peculiarly 
injurious. 

^Having given this short elncidation of facts, I respectTullj 
proceed to lay before jou the yarious charges which I have to 
prefer against In^)ector Stuart, viz. : — 

^ 1st. Neglecting to report to the commissioner of poHce, on 
resuming lus du^ at neadquarters after establishing the gold 
escort, on the 8th July, 1852, the receipt of a large quantity of 
coals, deposited at the police barracks by the colonial storekeeper 
for safety. 

''2nd, With haying increased, withoat the commissicmer's 
knowledge, the number of authorized fires, from fourteen to 
twenty-seven, thereby causing the excess of fuel consumed. 

*' 3rd. Disobeying an order issued by the head of the depart- 
ment, calling upon Inspector Stuart to furnish a statement <Mf all 
moneys received and disbursed on account of pay, &c., amounting' 
to 37d7/. 0«. 7(2., during his absence on duty estabUshing the gold 
escort. The contempt with which this mandate was treated com- 
pelled the commissioner of police to report the matter to hi* 
Excellency. 

" 4th. Attending a convened meeting at the * Plough and Har- 
row,' in the month of Au^^ust, 1852, of all the men who had been 
dismissed the police service pursuant to his Excellencj^s com- 
mands, for refusing to proceed on escort duty, and with malicious 
and vindictive motives speaking disrespectfully of his superior 
officer, and inviting the members of the convention to proceed to 
(Government House to lodge unfounded complaints against him ; 
likewise drinking and associating with them. 

" 5th. With having presumed to contradict, whilst acting during 
the commissioner's temporary absence on duty, an order issued by 
him to Police-constable Learey in respect to disorderly licensed 
public-houses in the district of Mount Barker, and ordering the 
said constable to withdraw a certain information laid by him 
a^inst Mr. Gloag, the publican, for not closing the outer door of 
his house as prescribed by law — an interference with the due course 
of law which greatly annoyed the bench of magistrates, who ad- 
dressed a letter to the commissioner in reference thereto. 

''6th. As an excuse furnished to his Excellency for issuing the 
orders above mentioned. Inspector Stuart alleged that Police-con- 
stable Leary had been drinking at Gloag's; which statement » 
false and without foundation. 

"7th. With having withdrawn the police-constable who had 
been placed in charge of the Government farm and the stock 
depastnriog thereon, pursuant to his Excellency's commands, 
without the knowledge or sanction of the commissioner ; and, fur- 
ther, with having replaced the said constable by a member of the 
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escort department, the pay of the former being 5*. and that of the 
latter 8*. 6(i. per diem. The knowledge of this charge only came 
accidentally to the notice of the commissioner on the 25th ultimo ; 
and on Inspector Stuart being called upon to explain, he by 
cunning subterfuge and deliberate falsehood endeavoured to plead 
entire ignorance, and inferred that the head of the department 
was cognizant of the fact. 

" 8th. Neglecting to furnish the chief clerk vrith the particulars 
in writing of all changes as they occur, with a view to the correct 
and speedy preparation of the monthly tabular list of officers and 
men, as required bjr memorandum dated 11th January, 1863. 

"9th. With having delayed through carelessness and neglect 
the despatch of the bullock teams with oats for the use of the 
escort horses, to the wool-sheds on the 31st August, 1863. 

" 10th. Neglecting to report certain repairs being required to the 
bullock drays on their return from the wool -sheds, in consequence 
of which a delay again occurred in their departure. 

" 11. Thronghmismanagementbaving delayed the despatch of the 
gold escort daring the commissioner's absence on duty, which called 
forth a severe letter of censure upon the head of the department. 

** 12th. Neglecting to furnish certain returns as appHed for by 
the hon. the colonial secretary. (FtcZe colonial secretary's letter 
of the 22nd March.) 

" 13th. Neglecting to correct for past five weeks the "Rue and 
Cry prior to its pubScation, as directed by his Excellency the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. 

"14th. Repeatedly disobeying general order directing thence- 
forth a mounted inspector to be m attendance at the mounted 
police barracks, for reasons contained. therein ; and acting in oppo- 
sition to the head of the department avowedly and latently. 

" 15th. Neglecting to have the general orders which are issued 
from time to time for the information, guidance, and instruction 
of the men, read at the usual parade, iu accordance with the long- 
established rules of the service. 

" 16th. Eeprehensibly mismanaging the police, tending to dis- 
organize the whole department, during the commissioner's ab- 
sence on various occasions on duty, manifesting his entire incom- 
petency to fill the appointment he now holds. 

" Sensible that the anxious desire of his Excellency is to afford 
every aid in removing the causes of all well-grounded complaints, 
I now conclude with a request that you will move his Excellency 
to be pleased to appoint a board of inquiry to investigate the fore- 
going charges, and numerous other complaints, which I shall be 
prepared to substantiate by reference to records in my office which 
are incontrovertible. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alexandee Tolmer, 

" Commissioner of Police. 

" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 
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"Greneral Order. 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 

" Se^temhei' 12th, 1853. 
" The constant disobedience of orders and improper conduct of 
the senior inspector having been forcibly brought to the notice of 
his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor by the police commissioner, 
that officer hereby notifies to the members of the police force that 
Inspector Stuart has been suspended from office until the pleasure 
of the lieutenant-governor be further known, pending which the 
duties of that officer' will devolve upon the jumor inspector. The 
commissioner would observe that although Mr. Stuart was imme- 
diately apprised of the hon. the colonial secretaiy's pleasure, 
as contained in his communication dated 1 0th instant, in respect 
to his suspension from duty, that gentleman nevertheless went to 
Glenelg yesterday, making use on the occasion of one of the police 
horses, and otherwise giving orders in the barracks which it was 
not in his power to do ; hence the commissioner's object in issuing 
the present mandate. 

"Alexander Tolmeb, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

" Police Commissioner's Office, Adelaide, 

" September Idth, 1853. 

"Sm, — Reverting to my communication of the 9th instant, 
wherein I state that I shall be prepared to substantiate numerous 
other complaints against Inspector Stuart before a board of in- 
quiry instituted for that purpose, I deem it my duty, in justice to 
that officer, in order that ne may have ample time to refute, if pos- 
sible, all the accusations which I purpose preferring against him, 
to at once communicate the additional cnarges to you, with a 
request that you will please submit the same to his Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

"17th. With having disregarded the general order directing 
officers of police to afEord assistance to Inspector Howell in des- 
patching his escort. 

"18th. Disobeying the general order directing inspectors in 
charge of divisions to keep a daily journal, for reasons therein 
advanced. 

" 19th. Disobeying the general order directing inspectors of 
police to furnish particulars to the coroner. 

"20th. Disobeying the general order prohibiting communica- 
tions to editors of public journals on matters pertaining to the 
service ; and moreover, when especially enjoined on the Ist instant 
by the commissioner of police not to r^ply to a scurrilous para- 
graph which appeared in the TimeSf a letter was nevertheless for- 
warded to the publisher of that journal. 

**21st. Disobeying the commissioner's memorandum issued on 
the 20th Julv, on the occasion of the opening of the Council by his 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. 
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" Pursuant to your commands conveyed to me in your letter 
under date lOth instant, I lost no time in intimating to In- 
spector Stuart, in writing, that you had been pleased to sus- 
pend him from office until the pleasure of the lieutenant- 
governor be further known, in consequence of the allegations 
already mentioned, and which I had deemed it incumbent upon 
me to prefer against him, copy of which I had prior to the 
receipt of yoiir communication Wished him with. ^I have now 
to acquaint you that, notwithstanding the instructions referred to, 
that officer took upon himself presumptuously to give directions 
on Sundajr for a police horse to be saddled and brought to his resi- 
dence, which order was accordingly obeyed, and the horse was 
ridden by him during the greater part of that day ; and again I 
find that he was yesterday in attendance in court, officially ordering 
the police hither and thither during the sitting of the bench of 
magistrates granting publicans' licences, opposing individuals 
against their obtaining hcences on the one hand, and recommending 
others on the other, with the greatest coolness and indifference 
imaginable. Such extraordinary conduct on the part of Mr. Stuart 
I submit needs no comment. 

" In accordance with the established rules, I have furnished a 
copy of this communication to the accused. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alexandeb Tolmer, 

** Commissioner of Police. 

" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 

** Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" Odoh&r I2th, 1853. 
" Sir, — I have the honour to intimate to you that the circum- 
stances connected with the suspension of Mr. Stuart and the 
resignation of Inspector Alford, together with the proposed aug- 
mentation to the strength and distribution of the police, render it 
necessary that inquiry should be made as to the present state of 
efficiency of that force. For this purpose a board, consisting o£ 
the Surveyor-General as chairman, the Collector of Customs, and 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands has been this day appointed, 
and you are authorized and desired to assist the board in any way 
they may require. 

*• I have, &c., 

"B. T. FiNNiss, 

" Colonial Secretary. 
" To the Commissioner of Police." 

I was strongly advised to object to the appointment of the sur- 
veyor-general and the Collector of Customs as members of the 
board of inquiry as they were not friendly towards me. I, how- 
ever, declined. 
" J^rivate. " Government House, October 22nd, 1853. 

** Deab Sie, — I have received your private note of to-day re- 
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questing me not to give credence to accnsations defamatory of 
jonr personal and official character ; and I beg to assure jon that 
whilst it is quite bejond my power to stop the slander of enyj and 
malice, jon have no cause to apprehend that mj confidence in the 
proprietj of your conduct as a gentleman and your efficiency as a 

Snblic officer, founded as it has been on past experience, can be 
estroyed by any mere allegations unsupported by conclusiye 
proofs ; and in the absence of these I counsel yon to retain the 
equanimity which befits a man conscious of his own innocence. 

" I am, dear sir, 

" Yours very truly, 

" A* Tolmer, Esq/' 

The following were Inspector Stnart's answers to the charges i-^ 

** 1. Inspector Stuart was never informed by the colonial store* 
keeper or any other person, nor was he in any other way aware, of 
the large quantity of coalu being deposited at the police barracks 
for safety, and could not therefore report to the commissioner of 
police a circumstance of which he. Inspector Stuart, was entirely 
Ignorant. 

** 2. luHpector Stuart never increased the number of authorized 
fires, nor did he by any means cause the excess of fuel con* 
sumed. 

** 3. This cha^e has already been disposed of by his Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Uovemor, to whom it was reported by the com- 
missioner of j^olice, who was ordered, after an inquiry had taken 
place, to i>ay to Inspector Stuart a balance of hL found to be duo 
to him, 

** 4. This charge is utterly unfounded, and Inspector Stuart denie» 
it. He does not know the numbers of the convention, nor did he 
attend the meeting referred to, or associate and drink with the men. 
Inspector Staart can prove by witnesses that he was not at the 
* Mongh and Harrow the night of the meeting. 

'' 5. lliis charge was report^ by the commissioner of police to his 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and disposed of uy him. 

** 6. This charge, as well as No. 5, has been reported to and settled 
by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. 

** 7. In answer to this. Inspector Stuart refers to enclosed corre* 
spondence with the commissioner of police on the subject, and most 
I]i>»itively denies the truth of Mr. Orcle's statement that the hon. 
the colonial secretary *« letter was rearl to him by the commissioner 
of police;. As to the commissioner's remark in this charge that the 
knowledge of the charge therein referred to only came accidentally 
to his knowledge on the 25th ultimo, Inspector Stuart begs to say 
that the commissir^ner signed the monthly parade certificate iar 
Sibley, the encfjrt constable referre^l to, as an escort officer for three 
successive months. Hay, June, and Julv, and that on one of these 
occasions, June 30th, Sibley was actually present at the parade at 
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the barracks. The commissioner of police also, on a particular 
occasion, qnertioned Police-constable Sibley at his office, as an 
escort man in charge of the Government farm, as to how many of 
Inspector Eose's men and horses were at the farm. On another 
occasion Police-constable Sibley brought a cow and calf to the 
commissioner from the farm. 

" 8. In answer to this charge, Inspector Stuart begs to refer to 
the correspondence with the commissioner on the subject. 

" 9, 10. These charges are denied by Inspector Stuart. There 
was neither carelessness nor neglect in despatching the teams. 
On their arrival after a journey of 420 miles, performed in a short 
space of time, the cattle and the drivers wanted rest. Inspector 
Stuart gave the drivers, at their own request, three days* leave of 
absence, of which the commissioner approved. On the fourth day 
they came to the barracks, but Inspector Stuart was away on dutj 
at Echunga. They made out a list of repairs required for their 
drays, and went home, where they were detained two days by 
illness in the family. On their return on the day appointed for 
them to start, the head man was called upon to make a report in 
writing of the cause of the delay. Inspector Stuart asked the 
commissioner to allow the man to take the drays to the wheel- 
wright's first, which, had it been allowed, would have enabled them 
to start that afternoon, but as it was not allowed, a good part of 
the mominff was lost in getting a report from a man who could 
neither read nor write. 

" This is not entered into the commissioner's memorandum-book, 
nor will he allow Inspector Stuart to see a copy of it. Yide cor- 
respondence on the subject, especially August 29th. 

" 11. Inspector Stuart denies having by mismanagement delayed 
the despatch of the gold escort during the commissioner's absence. 
The commissioner having established the gold escort, on leaving 
town gave no instructions to Inspector Stuart, either written or 
verbal, about despatching the escoft. The two escorts had before 
been at headquarters at the same time, before the commissioner left. 

" 12. There was no neglect in this case, as the returns applied for 
by the hon. the colonial secretary could not be prepared during 
tne commissioner's absence. The quarter-master was aware of 
this, as Inspector Stuart had some conversation with him on the 
subject ; and he. Inspector Stuart, also reminded Mr. Orde of the 
letter, on the commissioner's return. 

" 13. For the last five weeks there had been no extra report to 
place in the E.vs and Cry, The mounted police had been success- 
lul in detecting all cases of felony reported before the next day of 
publication. 

" 14. The general order referred to has been obeyed to the utmost 
in Inspector Stuart's power, but cannot be carried out to the 
letter without great injury to the efficiency of the force. Inspector 
Stuart denies ever acting in opposition to the head of the depart- 
ment, either avowedly or latently. 
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** 15. Inspector Stuart is not guilty of neglect in this case, as 
general orders have not been read on parade to the mounted police 
since Inspector Stuart has been in the force ; nor as far as the 
memory of those longest in the force, never have they been read 
but on two occasions since the death of Inspector Gordon. It 
has been customary to put them on boards in the mess-room, which 
was provided for that purpose, and they have been regularly 
posted to the out-stations. 

" 16. As to this charge Inspector Stuart begs leave to say it is 
unfounded. Had he by mismanaeement ever tended to disorganize 
the police-force, which he denies, he ought to have been reported 
at the time ; and he begs to refer to his correspondence with the hon. 
the colonial secretary relating to the escort and police duties ; also 
to his regulations for the guidance of inspectors in charge of f2;old 
escorts approved by his Excellency ; and ne appeals to tne various 
Government officers with whom his duty has placed him in con- 
tact during the seven months he had the honour to carry on the 
duties of the commissioner of police in Mr. Tolmer*s absence, to 
refute this charge. 

" 17. Inspector Stuart denies disregarding the general order men- 
tioned. Inspector Howell never requested assistance, or even 
spoke to Inspector Stuart on the subject. 

" 18. This charge Inspector Stuart denies, as a daily journal was 
regularly forwarded to the commissioner with the morning state- 
ments, and filed in the commissioner's office. 

" 19. This charge is as unfounded as the above, as information of 
a sudden or accidental death was invariably forwarded to the 
coroner immediately on its being reported at the barracks, as can 
be proved by the memorandum-book. 

" 20. Inspector Stuart has never made any communication to the 
editors of tne public journals, on any matter pertaining to the 
service. A paragraph having appeared in the TwieSf improperly 
stating that there had been a row in the police-court, and implicat- 
ing the commissioner of police and Inspector Stuart by name in 
it, Inspector Stuart, in justice to the commissioner and himself, 
denied the truth of the statement. 

•* 21. Inspector Stuart did not disobey this memorandum, as can 
be proved by numerous witnesses." 

** Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

** November nth, lSb3, 
•* SiK, — I have the honour to inform you that the lieutenant- 
governor has this day had before him the report of a board 
appointed, in terms of my letter of the 12th, to inquire amongst 
other matters as to the charges made by you against Mr. Stuart, 
the Chief Inspector of Mounted Police, in your letter of the 9th 
September last, and that his Excellency, with the advice of the 
Executive Council, confirms the suspension of Inspector Stuart 
from office, to take effect from this date, which decision I have 
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commnnicated to Mr. Stuart. I am directed to intimate to jou 
that the lieutenant-governor refrains from farther comment or re- 
mark npon the circumstances connected with the causes of the 
removal of Mr. Stuart and the resignation of Inspector Alford, 
until the receipt of the final report of the Board on the State of 
Discipline and Efficiency of the Police Force, and the degree and 
mode of Supervision exercised over the Force. 

" I have, &c., 

" B. T. FiNNiss, 

'* Colonial Secretary. 
" The Commissioner of Police." 

The following is the Eeport of the Board of Inquiry appointed 
to investigate and report upon the State of Discipline and Bmciency 
of the Police Force : — 

" Adelaide, November Sth, 1863. , 
" SiK, — In obedience to the instructions contained in your letter 
of the 12th ultimo, the Board of Inquiry therein named proceeded 
with the investigation which they were directed to make into 
the state of discipline and efficiency of the police department. 
But before entering into all the matters to which their attention 
has been drawn, the Board deemed it desirable in the first instance, 
to proceed with that part of the inquiry which relates to the sus- 
pension of one of the inspectors, the resignation of another, and 
the dismissal of Corporal Balls, as the course to be pursued 
by the Board with regard to other parts of the inquiry would be 
governed in a great measure by the conclusion at which the board 
arrived as to whether the charges against Inspector Stuart proved 
to be in their opinion of a frivolous and vexatious nature, or, on 
the contrary, established a grave imputation of repeated acts qf 
neglect and violation of duty. 

" Acting upon these considerations, the board have carefully exa- 
mined the charges brought by the commissioner of police against 
Inspector Stuart. The result of this examination appears in the 
papers attached to this report, where are to bo found the com- 
missioner's charges, and the board's opinion on each case, side by 
side. The Board observe, that although twenty-five charges have 
been preferred by the commissioner against Inspector Stuart for 
acts of neglect or violation of duty, during a period of nearly 
eighteen months, eight charges, viz. Nos. 1, 2, 7, 8, 19, 21, C and D, 
are of such a nature, that although generally substantiated the 
board attach no great importance to them. Three, viz. Nos 3, 5, 
and 6, have previously been brought under the notice of the 
lieutenant-governor, and were disposed of by his Excellency at the 
time of occurrence. Four, viz. l^os. 11, 16, 17, and 18, are not 
proved by the » evidence of the commissioner. Three, viz. Nos. 4, 
16, and E are disproved. The Board see reason to exonerate Mr. 
Stuart on charge No. 14. There remain therefore, but six out of the 
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twenty-five, whicli the board think worthy of more particular notice ; 
three of these, viz. Nos. 9, 10, and 12 are for offences which might 
more properly have been settled by the commissioner when they 
occurred ; and the remaining three, viz. Nos. 13, 20, and F, the two 
latter of which were committed nnder extennating circumstances, 
seem to the Board to have been acts which, although deserving 
censure, are not of such serious character as to justify Mr. Tolmer 
in calling for a board of inquiry with a view of removing Mr. 
Stuart from the police force. 

With respect to Mr. Alford, the Board consider that the docu- 
ments laid before them do not satisfactorily refute the allegations 
made against the commissioner of police ; and therefore they can 
only conclude that Mr. Tolmer*s intemperate conduct was the 
cause of Mr. Alford's resignation, as stated by that officer. 

The Board are of opinion that the summary dismissal of 
Corporal Balls, on the 14th September last, by the commissioner, on. 
the evidence then in his possession, was a hasty and unadvised act. 
It appears from the evidence that Corporal Balls having sent to 
the commissioner a written answer to a certain memorandum, was, 
immediately on the receipt thereof by the commissioner, sent for 
and accused of having made a false statement, and upon, the 
evidence of Sergeant Vawser and Constable Pettinger, of the 
police, was summarily dismissed, although the commissioner had 
at the time the testimony of Inspectors Stuart and Alford as to 
the truth of Corporal Balls* statement. The Board would remark, 
that although the commissioner, subsequently to Corporal Balls' 
dismissal, obtained the evidence of fourteen more members of the 
force in support of Sergeant Vawser and Constable Pettinger, yet 
that Inspector Wyndham, the late Sergeant-Major Lamb, and 
Police- Constable Seymour give evidence to the truth of Corporal 
Balls' statement, and therefore are amenable to the same charge 
as that which led to the dismissal of Corporal Balls. The Board, 
therefore, taking into consideration the result of their inquiries on 
the suspension of Inspector Stuart, the resignation of Inspector 
Alford, and the dismissal of Corporal Balls, are of opinion, that 
such manifest disorganization as appears from the correspon- 
dence amongst the officers of the police, could never have taken 
pl£u:e had a proper system of management and discipline been 
maintained; and although the Board do not consider the conduct 
of the individuals above referred to to have been altogether blame- 
less, yet they are far from laying on them the grave charges of 
having injuriously affected the discipline of the police force. 

" We are, &c., 

"A. H. Freeling, Capt. E.E., 

" Chairman of Board of Inquiry. 
"Geo. F. Dashwood, 
"Charles Bonney, 

"Members of Board. 

" To the Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 
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Charges preferred against Inspector Stuart, by the com- 
missioner of police, with remarks of the Board thereon and mj 
notes : — 

" No. 1. It does not appear that Inspector Stnart was made 
aware of the fact that a quantity of coals were delivered at the 
police barracks for safety, m excess of the authorized allowance for 
the year. 

" No. 2. This irregularity seems to have arisen in the first place 
in consequence of the colonial storekeeper having deposited at one 
time upwards of two years* supply of fuel, and not having drawn 
the attention of the head of tne department to the circumstance. 
Although there is evidence of great irregularity and extravagance 
in the consumption of fuel, yet the Board see no reason for fixing 
the whole blame upon Inspector Stuart." 

pS'oTE. — With reference to this reply, it is preposterous to sup- 
pose that an o£5.cer, residing on the spot, and in command of 
the department during my temporary absence on duty, should 
not have known the existence of the coals in question. As 
regards the denial of having exceeded the authorized number 
of fires, Mr. Stuart's own list, forwarded with my letter of 
the 17th ultimo, contradicts this assertion completely.] 

" No. 3. The Board do not think it requisite to enter on this 
charge, the lieutenant-governor having already disi)osed of the 
flubject." 

[Note. — It is true that this charge was disposed of by his 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. I am, however, com- 
pelled to revert it to show that dating from my memorandum 
having reference to this matter, rancour the most vicious has 
been nursed in Mr. Stuart's breast. I appeal to the evidence 
which I have submitted in support of all the charges, to sub- 
stantiate this assertion.] 

" No. 4. The board observe great apparent discrepancy between 
this charge and the letters of Inspector Howell, brought forward 
as evidence in support thereof. The commissioner charges In-> 
spector Stuart with * attending a convened meeting at the " Plough 
and Harrow," in the month of August, of all men who had been 
dismissed the police for refusing to proceed on escort duty,* whilst 
Insx)ector Howell states that the meeting in question took place 
on the 18th August, but the Board find tuat the men were not dis- 
missed until the 19th August; being the day subsequent to that on 
which it is alleged that the convened meeting of dismissed men 
occurred. The commissioner has been unable to furnish the board 
with any further documentary evidence in support of the charge ; 
but the board has received from Inspector Stuart written evidence 
from various persons, amongst whom are the late Sergeant-Major 
Lamb, Police-Constable Thomas, and Mr. Akhurst, reporter to the 
Tiniea newspaper, who are named by Inspector Howell as having 
been present at the meeting of the 18th, declaring his absence 
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from any meeting of men of the police force, ^Uier before or after 
the dismissals from the escort service. The hoard thearefore can 
attach no credence to Inspector Howell's evidence, and otIj 
refrain from stronglj animadverting on the conise pnisoed b^ 
that officer in consequence of his absence from town, as it is 
possible he might, if present, be able to offer some explanation 
which would clear him from the grave charge nnder which he 
mnst at present rc»t, of having wilfully and maHcionsly biooght 
fidse charges against Hr. Stoart, which if proved mnst have 
inevitably led to serious consequences to that inspector. 

[NoiE. — ^ Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

"ya»iuiiry7/A,1854. 
" Sm,— With reference to your letter of the 29ui ultimo, and 
to the documents forwarded ijierewith, I have the honour, hj the 
Heutenantrgovemor's directions, to request that you will in- 
form Mr. Howell that his Excellency feels it to be his duty to 
state, which he has much pleasure in doing, that Mr. Howdl 
has satis&ctorily disproved the grave charge of wilfully and 
maliciously preferring ^dse charges against Mr. Stuart as to 
his presence at the ' Plough and Harrow ' with men bdonging 
to the escort service — adverted to in paragraph numbered 4 
of the Beport of Inquiry into the State of Efficiency of the 
Police Force, dated 8tli November, 1853. 

** I have, &c^ 

" B. T. Prsyiss, 

** Colonial Secretary. 
" To Commissioner of Police."] 

" Xo. 5. Vide remarks on charge 3. 

" Xo. 6. Tide remarks on charge 3." 

[XoTE. — ^This charge I also admit was brought under the notice 
of his Excellency and disposed of by him. I would observe, 
however, that at the time his Excellencnr was not aware that 
Mr. Stuart had accused Police-Constable Learey of an offence 
which was totally without foundation, merely to serve his 
own purpose.] 

"No. 7. The charges of cunning subterfuge and deliberate 
falsehoods do not appear to be substantiated ; and there seems to 
have been a sufficient reason for withdrawing the constable from 
the farm, but no reason is assigned for keeping an escort man at 
the farm, at 8<. Qd. per diem. 

[Note. — ^This charge, although admitted to be substantially 
proved, the Board attach no great importance to it. (Yide 
Beport)] 

" Xo. 8. It does not seem to be denied that the inspector in- 
formed the chief clerk verbally of changes as they took place, and 
this system was allowed to go on for some time without remark. 
Inspector Stuart having-in his explanation expressed regret that 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER, 193 

the orders of the commissioner were not carried out to the letter ; 

and having stated his readiness to furnish for the future reports 

in writing, seems to have done all in his power to repair the 

omission complained of." 

f Note. — Although Inspector Stuart admitted having neglected 
and disobeyed the instructions relating to this particular duty, 
the Board does not attach great importance to it. (Vide 
Eeport.)] 

"No. 9. Inspector Stuart in this instance does not appear to 
have used due diligence in despatching the drays with oats to the 
wool-sheds, inasmuch as he should have taken steps to have had 
the necessary repairs to the drays, the omission of which forms 
<;harge No. 10, carried into effect whilst the men were on leave. 
" No. 10. Yide answer to former charge No. 9. 
" No. 11. This charge is laid in such general terms that the 
Board are unable to say whether Inspector Stuart has been guilty 
of neglect of duty. It appears from the returns with whicSi the 
Board have been furnished, that an interval of fifty-six days 
occurred between two successive departures of the escort during 
the commissioner's absence ; but the Board also find that an 
interval of nearly the same len^h occurred after the commissioner's 
return. It is to be observed that the commissioner himself states, 
in his letter to the colonial secretary of the 2nd July, that "the 
escort service on the whole had been kept up with regularity and 
despatch ; ' and from such passages as the following in the same 
letter, * eveiy effort on my part, assisted by Inspectors Stuart and 
Alford,' and * notwithstanding our united exertions,' it would 
appear that at that time the commissioner did not consider 
Inspector Stuart chargeable with having delayed the escort. 

" No. 12. There is no sufficient reason given by Inspector 
Stuart for neglecting tor furnish the returns called for." 

[Note. — ^These charges are clearly proved, but the Board con- 
sidered they were offences which might more properly have 
been settled by the commissioner when they occurred. 
Inspector Stuart wilfully neglected all the orders I issued, 
and treated them with contempt, as proved by the mass of 
evidence I submitted to the Board. How, therefore, could I 
possibly settle them? I had no authority to suspend In- 
spector Stuart ; and the only means I could adopt was to call 
for a Board of Inquiry, as I did.] 

"No. 13. Inspector Stuart appears in this case not only to have 
disobeyed orders, but to have brought forward, as reasons for the 
omission, statements which are contradicted by the returns 
furnished by the commissioner. 

** No. 14. It is not denied by Inspector Stuart that General 
Order No. 31 has not been complied with ; but the Board are of 
opinion that the order was of such a nature as to render it im- 
practicable to carry it out ! ! ! " 

VOL. n. 
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[Note. — ^Upon the occasion of resuming and being confirmed in 
the office of commissioner of police and police magistrate, on 
the 1st November, 1850, which I had temporarily held from 
the 6th August, 1849, Mr. Dashwood issued the following 
memorandum (I have the original), upon which I subsequently 
based General Order No. 31, when again promoted to the 
commissionership ; and yet as one of the members of the Board 
incredibly exonerated Stuart from disobeying the order ! ! 

'* Police Commissioner's Office, 

" November 6th, 1850. 

" Memorandum. — The commissioner begs to refer Inspector 
Tolmer to a memorandum issued from this office, and dated 24th 
Aumist, 1847, relating to the barrack duties of the mounted 
division of the force stationed at headquarters, and requests 
that the directions therein contained be in future smctly 
attended to as far as circumstances will allow. 

" The commissioner feels persuaded that the discipline, effi- 
ciency, and especially the good conduct of the department, in a 
great measure depend upon the vigilance, activity, and zesl of 
the inspectors and non-commissioned officers, and considers it 
highly essential that as much of their time should be passed 
in barracks, and in immediate connexion with the men, as may 
be consistent with the performance of more important duties 
elsewhere. 

" The commissioner is anxious to put Inspector Tolmer to as 
little inconvenience as possible, but trusts that the memoran- 
dum above referred to, as well as the preceding observations, 
will point out to him the necessity which exists for returning 
to his residence in the barracks witn as little delay as possible. 

"Geo. F. Dashwood, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

" No. 15. The Board see nothing to prove that there were in ex- 
istence the long-established rules of service alluded to by the 
commissioner. In this matter the evidence is so much at 
variance, that it is impossible for the Board to decide from the 
documents before them upon which side the truth lies." 

[Note. — Mr. Dashwood knew perfectly well, from his long con- 
nexion with the police as head of the department, that it was 
an established rule in the service for the G:eneral Orders to be 
read to the men on parade.] 

" No. 16. Although the Board see reason to disapprove of the 
part taken by Inspector Stuart in supporting from his place on the 
bench the claim of a publican in opposition to one of his own 
officers, they do not trdnk this act proves the charge of repre- 
hensibly mismanaging and disorganizing the police force. With 
respect to the occurrences of the 4th and 17th March, 1863, 
adduced in support of this charge, the Board are of opinion that 
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the proceeding of Inspector Eeid in calling in question tlie acts of 
the acting commissioner, Mr. Stuart, which acts the Board do not 
conceive to be open to animadversion, tends to show that it is 
rather Inspector JReid who has laid himself open to this charge 
than Inspector Stuart. With respect to the case of 'iSi. 
McKinnon, the Board do not consider that the occurrence in 
question tends to support the charge. 

" No. 1 7. There is no proof in the evidence that luspector Howell 

required assistance on the departure of the escort, and consequently 

it does not appear that Inspector Stuart disregarded the Generw 

Order referred to.'* 

[Note. — Whether Mr. Howell required assistance or not, it is not 

material. The General Order was disoheyed. From my long 

experience establishing the gold escort, I know that the aid and 

assistance of every officer was in demand in starting an escort 

from the barracks. The remarks of the Board on the present 

and other charges are shameful quibbles.] 

" No. 18. There is no evidence in support of this charge." 
[Note. — ^The order speaks for itself, and was wilfully disobeyed.] 

" No. 19. In support of this charge, only one case of insufficient 
information is adduced ; and one case, in which a report was errone- 
ously made to Mr. Stevenson of a death which did not occur within 
the coroner's limits. It does not appear to the Board, therefore, that 
Inspector Stuart intentionally disobeyed the order in question." 
[Note. — ^The repeated acts of wilful neglect of duty, as clearly 
proved, contradicts the presumption that the order in this 
instance was not intentionally disobeyed.] 

" No. 20. Mr. Stuart has doubtless disobeyed the order, and for 
such a proceeding is culpable ; it must be observed, however, that 
the letter to the paper referred to tended to- exonerate the commis- 
sioner as well as himself from the charge made in the Times 
paper." 

[Note. — The alleged extenuation is ridiculous and unworthy, and 
reminds me of a man who maliciously knocked down another 
and then begged his pardon.] 

"No. 21. This order seems to have been partially disobeyed by 

Inspector Stuart, as he did not remain with the mounted police 

from the time they were marched to the ground to the time of their 

being dismissed." 

[Note. — Let the reader imagine what would be the result if the 

captain of a company of volunteers told o£E on duty as a guard 

of honour to his Excellency the Governor by Colonel Downes, 

were to coolly walk oft parade after a while, leaving the men to 

shift for themselves. The idea is too ridiculous, yet the charge 

is partially exonerated !] 

2 
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" 0. This charge is not answered. The Board, however, consider 
that even if proved it could scarcely be considered except in the 
light of a venial offence." 

[Note. — The opinion of the Board is so palpably venial that it 
requires no comment. I consider the offence not only an insult 
to myself, but to the colonial secretary, who ordered his sus- 
pension.] 

*' D. The Board consider Mr. Stuart's reply not at all satisfactory 
on this head." 

[Note. — I should think not.] 

" E. The Board find that Inspector Stuart had prepared letters 
to accompany the forms alluded to with all due despatch, except in 
one instance, which is unaccounted for ; for necessary tracings for 
the guidance of the police on this duty, which were to accompany 
the letters, did not leave the Survey Office until the 17th June, prior 
to which date all the necessary letters to the men were written, with 
the one exception before mentioned." 

[Note. — I was most unjustly held responsible by the Government 

for the delay which occurred in the issue of the agricultural 

returns to the police.] 

** F. The Board are of ppinion that this charge is fully estab- 
lished. The master of the Competitor having, however, stated that 
the amount was given to Inspectors Stuart and Alford to cover 
their expenses when on duty in search of other seamen who had 
deserted, and not as a reward for the apprehension of the two sea- 
men taken by Inspector Alford and Sergeant Yawser, the Board 
do not consider that the exclusion of Sergeant Yawser from parti- 
cipation in the amount received tends to aggravate the offence of 
Inspector Stuart. The Board observe that in justification of the 
offence Mr. Stunrt states that he believed it was customary for the 
inspectors on receiving any reward* to divide the same, quoting a 
certain occasion when Mr Tolmer, then senior inspector, received a 
reward of 61. 6*., which he divided between himself and Inspectors 
Stuart and Alford, without reporting the same to the commissioner. 
This, in connexion with other documents before the Board, led 
them to infer that Inspector Stuart's statement of the practice that 
has obtained amongst the inspectors in this matter is correct. Mr. 
Tolmer does not deny that he received the 61. 6s. (six guineas) 
above alluded to, but states in explanation, that he had at that 
time the * entire command of the department * during the temporary 
absence, from the 1st to the 3rd February, 1851, of Mr. Dashwood, 
who was then the commissioner of police. Mr. Dashwood declares 
that Mr. Tolmer had not, at that time, any other authority than 
that exercised as senior inspector. Vide Mr. Dashwood's memoran- 
dum as appended to that of Mr. Tolmer of 19th October, 1853, on 
Inspector Stuart's memorandum of the 17th October." 

[Note. — Sergeant Yawser was entitled to his share of the amount 
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received by Inspector Stuart, whose duty it was to liave handed 
the money to me for proper distribution, as 1 was present at 
headquarters at the time. 

I contend, that as chief inspector, and whilst acting police 
commissioner in the absenceof Mr. Dashwood,! had the temporary 
control of the department, and certainly had authority to deal 
with such a trifling matter as the distri bution of the reward of 
6/. ^9, between myself, Stuart, and Alford. 

The members of the Board appear to think they have dis- 
covered a ** mare's nest " in the case ; in fact, the whole finding 
of the Board shows plainly antagonistic, and contrary to the 
evidence. I am led to believe that before any of the charges were 
investigated, the Board had made up tneir minds to report 
unfavourably against me.] 

"A. H. Freeling, Capt. E.E., 

*' Chairman of Board of Inquiry. 
** Geo. F. Dashwood, 
"Chas. Bonnet, 

** Members of the Board." 

In the Beguter of November 21st, 1853, the following paragraph 
appears : — 

** Review of the Police, — On Saturday, the metropolitan and 
mounted police were reviewed by Captain Freeling and Mr. Bonney, 
two of the members of the late court of inquiry. Between forty and 
fifty of the troopers and about twenty foot constables assembled on the 
parade-ground of the horse police barracks, at eleven o'clock, under 
the command of Mr. Commissioner Tolmer. The former were 
officered by Sergeant-Major Hall, and the latter by Mr. Inspector 
Beid. Mr. Inspector Hamilton was present, bnt in plain clothes, 
and taking no part in the proceedings. We also observed Mr. W. 
H. Maturin, his Excellency s private secretary, Mr. Thomas Gilbert, 
and several other gentlemen, besides a large assembly of spectators, 
comprising, as is usual on such occasions, half the little urchins 
who could be spared from the streets. The men were put through 
the usual cavalry and infantry evolutions by Mr. Tolmer, including 
in both instances the carbine practice, and in the case of the 
mounted constables the sword exercise. The appearance and con- 
duct of the whole were highly creditable, and at the conclusion the 
members of the court of inquiry expressed their high satisfaction 
at the manner in which the force had turned out. Mr. Tolmer 
afterwards conveyed through Mr. Inspector Eeid a message to the 
men, indicative of a similar feeling on his own part. The appear- 
ance of both divisions of the force was certainly exceedingly good, 
and the precision of their movements showed their perfect power 
of acting effectively in concert. The horses were mostly fine 
animals, in good condition and excellent training. The evident 
efficiency of the force is the more creditable, both to officers and 
men, from the fact that so many of the latter are rather new 
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hands, both branclies of the service having been partially dis- 
banded less than two years ago." 

I quote the following from the Register of the same date, with 
regard to the police department. The colonial secretary, in reply 
to Mr. Fisher, said,— 

"The police force was not in the disorganized state repre- 
sented by a portion of the press; it had, on the contrary, 
been yery much improved and its efficiency increased within the 
last six months in every possible way. It was true indeed 
that owing to the gold-fields it was disorganized, by the fact that 
all the old hands went away and new ones could not be obtained ; 
but that, which affected the men only, had been in a great dc^gree 
remedied, and was not probably what was referred to. With 
regard to the first inspector of the mounted police, it was true he 
had been suspended, and at that moment certain charges were 
pending against him for former mismanagement The executive 
council had considered these charges, and their decision was only 
deferred until Mr. Stuart's answer, to whom the charges had been 
referred, was received and considered also. With respect to the 
resignation of Inspector Alford, that would form a part of the 
inquiry into Mr. Stuart's case. Inspector Eose resigned from 
the gold escort, which was a distinct service from the police ; in 
fact, he had previously retired from the police to join the escort. 
And as to Corporal Balls, he, the colonial secretary, had no in- 
formation, but could state that it was quite in the province of the 
police commissioner to appoint and remove suoh officers. 
Finally, he could say that no officer but the commissioner had had 
the command of the foot and mounted police; but as one in- 
spector waa suspended and another had resigned, he could well 
understand how additional duties would devolve on Inspector Beid." 

" Mounted Police Barracks, Adelaide, 

" October Sth, 1853. 
" To Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

** Commissioner of Police. 
" Sir, — We, the undersigned members of the mounted police 
force, having seen with some surprise in the public journals that the 
Hon. J. H. Fisher stated in the Council Chamber that a great deal 
of dissatisfaction prevailed in the police force, — ^this, with the greatest 
respect, we feel our bounden duty to deny, as that statement is not 
correct. We are proud to say, sir, we have hitherto had, and still 
have, the greatest satisfaction in serving under yourself ; and as well 
as being our duty, it affords us pleasure at all times to obey your 
commands. We feel assured that the Hon. J. H. Fisher has oeen 
misinformed, and we regret to say, sir, the statement made by that 
gentleman confers great injustice to yourself as well as to all the 
other members of the force. We cannot but express our opinion 
that we think that gentleman ought first to have ascertained if it 
was correct, before making a statement which tends so seriously to 
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mislead the public, and destroy that good feeling which exists be- 
tween the public and ourselves. 

" We have the honour to be, sir, 

" Your obedient servants, 
" James Hall, Sergeant-Major. " Thomas W. Harvey, P.O. 
" Edward Vawser, Sergeant. " John T. Hofale Clarke, P.C. 
" John A. Thomas, Corporal. " Christian Griihemacker, P.O. 
"William South, Farrier. "Eichard P. Pettinger, P.C. 

" Eichard Saunders, P.C. (now " Henry Peter, P.C. 
Inspector). " John Jackson, P.C. 

** Bradshaw Young, P.C. (now " W. N. Melville, P.C. 
Grovemor, Eobe Graol). " Eichard Barker, P.C. 

" William Cox, Saddler. " George Weal, P.C. 

" William Burrows, P.C. ** Charles Haywood, P.C. 

** William J. W. Gill, P.C. " Henry Hamberg Moon, P.C. 

" February 20^^, 1856. 
" Memo. — A similar address to the within was presented to me 
signed by Inspector Eeid and forty-ei^ht members of the metro- 
politan police, which is now in the colonial secretary's office. 

"Alexander Tolmee, 

" Superintendent." 

After the perusal and consideration of the very necessary General 
Orders for the wellbeing of the service, and their wilful disobedience 
by the inspectors, especially the conduct of the chief, let the reader 
imagine what would thorough disciplinarians, such as our much- 
esteemed Governor, Major- General Sir William Jervois, Colonel 
Downes, and Major Fergusson, have thought, and how would they 
have acted, under similar distressing circumstance as those in whicn 
I was placed. 

The justice and the sympathy which one in my position ought 
to have had were persistently denied me. I have endeavoured to 
place the facts impartially before my readers, and I will leave 
them to judg^e whether my actions or commands were characterized 
by a want of proper management or not. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Superseded as commissioner — The gold escort abandoned — ^My watcb— 
Apply for copies of report — Unfair treatment — Inspector Stuart's 
further charges — Major Warburton — Continued persecution — ^Pire la 
Peel Street. 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" Ncyo&ml&r 29jJZt, 1853. 
** Sir, — I have the honour to acquaint you that the Lientenant- 
Gt)vemor, having attentively considered the reports and documents 
laid over by the Board of Inquiry into Police Matters — copy of 
"which report will be transmitted to you as soon as possible — ^has 
directed me to inform jrou that he is compelled to relieve yon of 
your office as Commissioner of Police, and that at the same time 
his Excellency replaces you in your former situation and rank as 
inspector, in which capacity you will retain command of the police 
force until a commissioner is appointed, 

*' I have, &c., 

**B. T. FiNNiss, 

" Colonial Secretary. 
"To Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

" Inspector of Police." 

Immediately after making the above announcement, the Grovem- 
ment determined to discontinue the official escort from the diggings 
to Adelaide, on the arrival of the party then &n, route, and make 
other arrangements for the transmission of all gold destined for 
South Australia with the authorities in Victoria. Quoting from 
the Register, December 12th, 1853, the editor states : — 

" While on this subject we are glad to have the opportunity of 
recording the actual amount of crude gold which has been intro- 
duced overland in charge of the escort. This return has been sup- 
plied by Mr. Tolmer, late Commissioner of Police, to whose spirited 
exertions the establishment of the escort is mainly attributed. 
Mr. Tolmer's services, our readers are aware, were sometime ago 
pubstantially acknowledged by the citizens of Adelaide. In reply, 
Mr. Tolmer transmits the following letter to William Paxton, Esq., 
with the report alluded to : — 

" * Adelaide, December Srd, 1853. 
"*My dear SiR,--In consequence of the multifarious duties 
which have of late devolved upon me, my time has been so in- 
cessantly occupied that I have not had a moment to myself, even 
to acknowledge, till now, tlie handsome present in the shape of a 
watch and chain, wliich, was subscribed for, together with a 
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purse of one linndred'giiineas, by one hundred and fifty of my fellow- 
colonists. In doing so, permit me to request that you will accept 
my most heartfelt thanis, and that you will please convey the 
same to them individually' Add, also, that I feel proud in having 
been the fortunate individual to have conceived and successfully 
carried out the overland escort, and that my anticipations, ex- 
pressed at a convened meeting held at the Exchange on the 
22nd March, 1862, and reported in the various publications of the 
day, have been realized. I will not revert to my past services 
furtiier than by simply stating, that since I first set out to establish 
the escort no less tnan 327,491 ounces of gold have been brought 
into the colony by its means. Enclosed, I herewith transmit a 
document which exhibits the quantity of gold brought by each 
escort, and contains other information which may probably be 
interesting to yourself and to other parties concerned. With every 
wish for your welfare, as well as those gentlemen who have sub- 
scribed to my testimonial, permit me to subscribe myself, 

" * Yours, &c., 

** * Alexander Tolmbb, 

" * Inspector of Police. 
" * William Paxton, Esq.' " 

The gold watch presented to me bears the following in- 
scription : — 

" JPresented, with a purse of one hundred guineas, by one hundred 
and fifty of his brother colonists, to Alexander Tolmer, Esq., Com- 
missioner of Police, on his return to Adelaide, April 1852, after 
safely conducting thence to the gold-fields in Victoria, the first 
overland gold escort, which undertaking had been suggested as well 
as successfully carried out by him." 

Thus, within the space of a few days, not only was I unjustly , 
and, as I think, illegally deprived of my appointment, conferred by 
her Majesty — which promotion his Excellency Sir H. Young 
intimated, in his note dated 30th August, 1852, was "well 
earned " — but the escort, which had been the means of saving the 
colony and affording relief to thousands of distressed families, was, 
to my mind most injudiciously, discontinued. I contend, there- 
fore, that considering the dangers and hardships I had undergone 
in first organizing the escort, if I had then been awarded a pension 
of 500/. a year (especially for saving, at the risk of my life, the six 
cwt. of gold out of the Deep Creek) it was nothing but what I 
deserved ; and that T believe would be the opinion of the general 
public, based upon the facts I have submitted. My case is an 
exceptional one^ and should, I think, be met in an exception « 
manner. 

" Police Barracks, December Vlthj 185 
" Sm, — Eeverting to your communication under date the 28th 
ult., I do myself the honour to request that you will please remind 
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his £xoelleiic7 the Lieatenant-GoYemor that I have not been fur- 
oished with copies of the Teports and docaments laid over hj the 
Board of Inquiry into Poliee Matters as were pnmiiBed, and eon- 
seqnently am as yet ignorant as to the groonds iqKm wkid& I was 
remored from the office of commissioner of p(diee. I have farther 
to request that the documentary evidence submitted bj me in sup- 
port of the charges preferred against Mr. Stoart and ol2ien» maj 
oe returned. 

"Ihave, Ac^ 






Inq>edxv of Polioe. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 



" Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" 2>6e0»&er 22iii<, 1853. 
" Sir, — In compliance with your request of the ITtJi insL, I have 
the honour tD forward herewitn a printed ec^pj of the report of the 
late Board of Inquiry into Police Matters the documentary en- 
deuce, however, submitted by you I am directed by the Lieatenant- 
GoTemor to retain, and file among the public records of this offiee. 

" I have, Ac., 

" OiJV£a K. BiCHABi>9a!f, 

" for Colonial Secretary. 
" To Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

" Inspector of Police." 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

^ January ^rd, 185i. 
" Sib, — Having submitted to the Lieutenant-Govemor your letter 
of the 29th ultimo, enclosing a communication froui Inspector 
Tolmer relative to the printed report of the Board of Inquiry on 
Police Matters, I have now the nonour, by his Excellency's direc- 
tions, to reqa^ that you will inform Mr. Tolmer that he is at 
liberty to take copies, and to make the reference he proposes to the 
Secretary of State ; but that he is mistaken in supposing that the 
minor points to which he directs attention, and wnich he expects 
to rectify, can affect the general conclusion at which his Excellency 
and the Executive arrived, that he was deficient in qualities dt 
temper and judgment, which are essential to the command of the 
police force. 

" I have, Ac., 

" B. T. FDf5iss, 

** Cidonial Secretary. 
''I'o the Commissioner of Police." 

It appeals to me that the averments contained in the f or^poing 
WD9 inerely a subterfuge fox removing me from office by my 
I, aiMi to find & \Mxih. ior Major Warburton. By way A 
tkiioiifl I refer t«> the xepeated complimentary official docu- 
T^ the Gofernitt^^««V offish ^or the many yean I was con- 
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nected \7itl1 the police prior to 0. W. Stuart's appointment, not a 
single complaint had ever been made against me ; if, therefore, I 
became^ irritable in consequence of the repeated wilful acts of 
neglect of duty and insubordination, and seeing with regret the 
influence he had gained over Inspector Alford by leading him astray, 
it was but natural ; lastly, if I had been deficient in these important 
qualities after acting as Police-commissioner and Police-magistrate 
for nearly two years, his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, 
with the advice of the Executive Council, would not have recom- 
mended her Majesty to confirm my appointment under royal letters 
patent. During the late Sir B. McDonnell's adnunistration, I 
obtained a Committee of the House of Assembly to inquire into mj 
case ; but only Major Warburton was examined, when the members 
declined to proceed with the investigation on account of the 
Treasurer (now Sir E. Torrens) haying charged them with imi)u- 
tation of awppressing evidence, which tactics brought the inquiry 
suddenly to a close. Thus, although prepared to give evidence and 
submit documents establishing the wrong I had received, and 
illegal action of the Executive m removing me from office, I was 
debarred from doing so. During the Session of 1857 I obtained a 
second committee, but again failed to obtain redress) on account of 
the late Inspector Alford having also presented a counter-petition, 
with a view to damage my case, both being considered together. 
• From that day to this, therefore, I have been struggling, and 
hoping against hope, to obtain justice. Whilst Sir James Ferguson 
and mmily were sojourning at Eobe, I availed myself of the 
opportunity i. ne day of giving an account of my grievances, and 
the expedients adopted for shdiving the reports in question, which 
caused him some merriment ; whereupon he remarked, " Ah, Sir 
Eichard McDonnell knew perfectly well the report would have 
been in your favour;" adding, "but why did you not appeal to the 
Secretary of State ? " To which I replied that it was my intention 
to have done so, but that some friends advised me to the contrary, 
saying that the matter would only be referred back to the Colonial 
Government ; hence the course adopted in appealing to the House 
of Assembly, and its results. 

As an instance of the animus the chairman of the Board of 
Inquiry bore against me, referring to my letter of the 13th May, 
1852, wherein I recommended a township to be laid out and selected 
by me at Scott's wool-shed, 'vhich suggestion was adopted, and is 
now called Border Town, but which, I submit, ought justly to have 
been named after myself — ^I received a letter, dated 17th May, from 
the Government, in which the following extract occurs : — 

** The responsibility of the selection of a township devolves upon 
the surveyor-general, and not upon you, who are requested merely 
to make suggestions to that officer as to what, from your experience 
and the wants, appear suitable sites for townships and surveys." 

Again, on a prior occasion I submitted the design of a bridge 
over the Torrens, forwarded with my letter of the l§th July, 1851 ; 
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in reply to vhich I received a. letter, dated dth Aapist, from the 
iBte Captain Stnart, Colonial Secretary, intimating " that his 
ISxcellencj has referred the design to the colonial en|pneer, irho 
previous to the receipt of your letter was engaged in preparing a 
plan of a bridge over the Torrene." The desiKi referred to, I was 
informed, gave considerable umbrage to l£e aarrevor-general 
(Captain Freeling), who, it was all^d, said, " I had bettOT mind 
my own business, and not interfere vrith another department," 
The estimated cost of the bridge submitt^bymewas abont lOQOI., 
whereas that of the snrveyor-general was 20,0002. 

I coald give numeroas proofs of the enmity the late Mr. Dash- 
wood entertained towards me ; but as he is now no more, I will 
refrain. Prior to my removal I recommended Mr. George Hamilton 
to the post of inspector, vacant by the dismissal of Mr. Stoart, to 
which he was appointed on the ]st December, 1S53 ; bat becanse 
hia application was dated 15th November, he prot«Bted strongly 
against my being reappointed senior inspector, to which he was 
entitled. His protest, dated dth December, was supported by 
Major Warbnrton, in a letter dated the 6th, fonr days after the 
moor's appointment as commissioner of polico. In addition to the 
number ot the mounted force who were dismissed for refaaing to 
i«rform escort dnty, and others who resigned and went to the 
Victoria diggings, before mentioned — from that period np to the 
date of my being removed from the conunissionership, I had to. 
contend against hydra-headed difficulties in carrying on the escort 
service, and in reorjira-nizing and bringing the forc« to the state of 
efficiency and disciplineinwhichitwasfonndon the 21st November, 
1863, when inspected by Captain Freeling and Mr. Bonney ; which 
facts, together with the opposition and want of snpport evinced by 
my anbordinates, as proved by the evidence, were not taken into 
OonHidemtion by the Board of Inquiry, but entirelv ^ored. 

As a further instance of the venom which rankled in the breast 
of the late Inspector Stuart, it appears be preferred nnmerons 
charges of fraud, pecnlation, and drunkenness, against me, which 
were never referred to me to rebut, and I was only apprised of the 
fact by the following correspondence ; — 

" Colonial Secretary's OfBce, Adelaide, 

"J'efrmin/.lStA.ISM. 

"Sb.— With reference to yonr letterof the 4thinst. on the snb- 

" '"".9 charges brouRhtagaiiiatlnapectorTolmerhy Mr. Stuart, 

*■! honour to inform yon that the Lieutenant-Governor 

llMo charges have ul! been sutEoiently disposed of by 

I^of Mr. Tolmer from the office ot Commissioner of 

"Uifaltifl Escellency lIoi's not see grovmds in the com- 

*^art <A ll"^ I'Wi January to you, or in that 

jflast. ioT further proceedmgs, except as 

i ■ -x the Greaham Hotel on the night 
L ate tlierefoie tefjueBbed to make 
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farther inquiries into tliis case, if you deem any necessary, to 
eatisfy yourself whether Mr. Tolmer committed the indecorum 
alleged ; and if so, you will deal with him in the matter yourself, as 
his Excellency does not consider the interference of the Govern- 
ment required, even if the offence be established. 

" I have, &c., 

" B. T. FiNNiss, 

" Colonial Secretary. 
** The Commissioner of Police." 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 

*' February 20^^, 1854. 
" Copy of Government letter forwarded for the mformation of 
Inspector Tolmer. With reference to the latter portion of this 
letter, the commissioner does not wish to make any further in- 
quiries into the subject referred to. 

" P. E. Wauburton, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 

** March l^th, 1854. 
/* Sir, — In reply to your letter dated 25th February, I have now 
thie pleasure to transmit you a copy of a letter from the colonial 
secretary intimating that his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
liad no intention of implying that any char<?e of fraud or peculation 
bas been proved against yoB 

" I have, &c., 

" P. Egerton Warburton, 

" Commissioner of Police. 
Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

" Senior Inspector of Police." 



4€ 



" Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

'* March Idth, IS54,. 
" Sir, — In reply to your letter of the 28th ult., enclosing, and 
recommending for favourable consideration, a request from Mr. 
Inspector Tolmer that the Lieutenant-Governor would be pleased, on 
reconsideration, to acquit him of the charges brought against him 
by Mr. Stuart, I have the honour, by his Excellency's directions, 
to inform him that in my letter of the 4th ult., to the wording of 
part of which Mr. Tolmer objects, there was no intention to imply 
that any charge of fraud or peculation has been proved against 
that gentleman. 

" 1 have, &c., 

" B. T. FiNNiss, 

" Colonial Secretary, 
'* To the Commissioner of Police." 

As an admission that an injustice had been done to me, Govern- 
ment created a new office, that of superintendent, to which I was 
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appointed on the 1st January, 1855; but agamst this Major 
Warborton offered tlie most determined opposition, and never 
ceased persecuting me until be obtained bis aim, viz., mj removal 
from the police force. 

From the date of my appointment up to the 18th July, I was in 
thel habit of regularly sending in written reports of my inspections 
of the books and other records kept by the mspectors, in terms of 
the instructions framed for my guidance and approved of by the 
Grovemment ; bht from that date I was directed to discontinue the 
practice and make verbal reports only, except when especially 
ordered, for reasons, doubtless, that he found these reports exhibited 
the total ignorance of himself and Inspector Hamilton of their 
duties, and that there should be no record in the office showing how 
my time was occupied. 

As soon, however, as they had somewhat learnt to discriminate 
between a felony and misdemeanour in preparing the quarterly 
police returns for publication in the Government Gaaette, a system 
of persecution was commenced against me which rendered my life 
in the police unbearable. As a cruel instance, an attempt to get 
up a charge of insubordination was made against me in consequence 
of my having very naturally, under the special circumstances of 
the case, written a note to a publican, against whom an infor- 
mation was laid by the police for not closing the outer door of 
his licensed premises on the night of the 6th December, 1855. 
Moreover, incredible as it may appear, and yet strictly com- 
plying with the police commissioner s instructions issued for 
my guidance, I deemed it my imperative dutjr to report the dis- 
graceful conduct of a trooper and certain irregularities in the 
barracks, in reference to which I was grossly insmted and cruelly 
humiliated before my subordinates. In reference to this cor- 
respondence, I desire especially to draw attention to the fiict 
that Major Warburton's memorandum, dated 23rd March, 1855, 
as submitted by him to the Select Committee on the Manage- 
ment of the Police Force, and published by order of the Legislative 
Council, does not contain the following degrading paragraph, which 
was upon the original document, but purposely omitted, for obvious 
reasons (vide Appendix No. 3) : — 

" To be receipted by the superintendent, and Inspectors Hamilton 
and Strong, and returned to police commissioner's office. Received 
23rd March, and retamed. 

"Alexander Tolmee, 

" Superintendent of Police." 

I could fill a volume alone with extracts from my diary, showing 
the petty annoyances and obstructions the commissioner caused ; 
and amongst these I may mention that a troop of volunteer 
cavalry, under the command of Captain * Gwynne, was formed, and 
it was arranged, with the sanction of the Government, that I was 
to drill them ; but Major Warburton threw every possible obstacle 
in the way, which caused much annoyance to the captain and 
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members of tHe troop, who made special representations to tlie 
Government in reference thereto, in consequence of which the 
major was informed by letter, May 9th, " That it is the wish of 
the Government that Mr. Tolmer should drill Captain Gwynne's 
troop of mounted volunteers on Tuesdays and Saturdays in every 
week, until further orders. You are therefore requested to in- 
struct him accordingly, and relieve him of all police duties on 
these occasions." On the 25th of the same month, however, the 
major issued a general order, No. 76, whereby I was ordered to 
proceed to the Burra on police duty. 

Again, old colonists well remember that I had the entire control 
of me police at fires, which, about that time, in the city were 
almost of nightly occurrence, but although I exposed my life in 
saving property and putting out these conflagrations, the major 
rejected my written reports of the occurrences, especially the one 
wnich occurred at Mr. Debney's premises in Bundle Street, on the 
17th July, 1855, which was returned with the following minute 
thereon : — 

"Eetumed. The report to be made in person by the super- 
intendent. 

" 18th." " P. E. W. 

As the reader may be curious to imagine what on earth were the 
reasons the major could have had in rejecting such reports, I 
publish them in order that he may form his own opinion : — 

" Adelaide, February Ith^ 1865. 

*' Sir, — In consequence of the position of my residence on the 
top of North Adelaide Hill, which commands a view of the whole 
city, I was made aware about ten o'clock on Monday evening the 
5th inst., b^ the ringing of a bell and the sudden glare and thick 
smoke issumg from the centre of the town, that an alarming fire 
had broken out. Without a moment's delay I proceeded to the 
scene of conflagration, and found on arrival that the fire was 
raging in one of the three stores recently erected by Mr. Harris, 
and in the occupation of Mr. Abrahams. 

'* In order to be better understood as regards the position of the 
pile of buildings in question, I beg to state that they are erected 
in a by-lane, which leads from Ourrie Street into Hmdley Street, 
facing to the westward. Adjoining these stores were erected a row 
of wooden buildings, some occupied as tenements, which connected 
them with the " White Hart " public-house, situated in Hindley 
Street, and the rest of the buildings in that neighbourhood. 

" Having hastilv made the foregoing observations, I immediately 
took command 01 the foot and mounted police, who were plying 
the fire engine with great zeal and energy, aided by the detach- 
ment of the 40th Eegiment, whose exertions deserve the highest 
praise. * 

*' The fire engines belongiDg to the Imperial and Cornwall Insux- 
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ance Company were likewise in attendance, and worked admirably. 
Notwithstanding, however, the most strenupns efforts of all those 
engaged, the firo was rapidly gaining the upper hand, the^ flames 
were terrific, and burst with great inry out of all the windows. 
The wind at this time suddenly veered to the south-east, and blew 
the flames and lighted embers with great yiolence towards the line 
of wooden buildings already mentioned. It became evident, there- 
fore, that the whole of Hindley Street was in imminent penl, if 
these ignited. I therefore deemed it judicious to break tne con- 
nexion bv pulling down a few of these buildings. Being relieved 
of immeciiate apprehension on this point, I directed the men who 
manned the various engines to renew their exertions, and to confine 
themselves to combat the fire within these isolated buildings. 
My next care was to order the stores ^adjoining the one in which 
the fire raged to be broken open. This was speedily executed, and 
the goods were, as well as circumstances would permit, carefully 
removed to a place of safety under the superintendence of In- 
spectors Koid and Hutton, assisted by a strong body of the 
metropolitan police force. Whilst this duty was duly being 
performed, I had ladders placed against the walls, with a view u 
possible of occupying the roof, and conducting the operations from 
above. Sergeant Wilson of the metropolitan police in a praise- 
worthy manner volunteered immediately, with the assistance of 
several constables and a few private individuals, to conduct the 
hose of the police engine upon the roof, which is of galvanized 
iron. On reaching the top, energetic measures were taken to 
make several apei*turcs with hatchets in the roof ; and the pipes 
of the police and the company's engines were introduced therein, 
and played with great effect below upon the burning mass. For- 
tunately the engines were well supplied with water, and shortly I 
had the satiHfaction of witnessing tne tire completely subdued. 

**I believe that the premises and stock of Mr. Abrahams were 
insured, but the origin of the fire at present remains unknown. 

" In concluding this rei)ort I would remark that whilst the fire 
was at its height a rumour was circulated that a quantity of 
gunpowder was contained in the stores of Messrs. Doughty and 
Oo. I beg to HuggcHt therefore that the police should be instructed 
to ascertain the truth of the rci)ort, as the penalty for such an 
offence is severe, and should be enforced with rigour. 

" I have, &c. 

** Alexander Tolmer, 

*' Superintendent of Police. 

** The Commissioner of Police." 

" North Adelaide, July I7th, 1856. 

" Sir, — I have the honour to report that a disastrous fiire broke 

out about eight o'clock last evening in the workshop of Mr. Debney, 

Bundle Street. As soon as I heard the alarm-bell I saddled my 

horse, and proceeded to the scene with all haste. Owing to the 
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broad palings of wliich tHe building was composed, it was apparent 
that to save the property which it contained was utterly hopeless. 
The most strenuous exertion on the part of the police, military, 
and citizens who were present was therefore directed to stay the 
conflagration by hauling down a portion of a shed in which there 
was a quantity of hay, and which connected the premises occupied 
by Messrs. Debney, Thompson, and others. 

" The Cornwall and other fire engines were rapidly brought to 
the spot. The police engine (owing to one of the horses refusing 
to draw) did not arrive until some time afterwards ; as it was, 
however, they were not of immediate use, as a considerable time 
elapsed before any water could be obtained. But when a supply 
did arrive, the engines soon extinguished the flames, and by about 
half -past ten o'clock the whole was subdued. 

*' Whilst the fire was raging I ascertained that there were 
several places of egress and ingress to Mr. Debney's yard ; there- 
upon, to prevent plunder, I directed a constable to guard each post. 

" You will be pleased to hear that Mr. Debney's foreman this 
morning informed me that nothing has been found missing, which 
may be attributed to the above precautionary, measure. 

" Permit me to request that, at any fire which may hereafter occur, 
you will please direct the officers of police in charge of divisions to 
report themselves without delay to the senior officer in command, 
to receive instructions. 

" In closing this rejjort, I am happy to say that the metropolitan 
and mounted polix^e, likewise the nuutary and citizens, did excellent 
service on the occasion. 

" I have, &c. 

"Alexander Tolmer, 

" Superintendent of Police. 

" The Commissioner of Police." 

I may mention that I had a narrow escape with my life on the 
eventful occasion of the fire in Peel Street. After ascending to 
the top of the iron roof, and making holes through it with an axe 
to introduce the nozzle of the hose, I remained standing on the 
heated roof until the flames were entirely subdued, and actually 
burnt the soles of my boots ; and it was found subsequently that 
the rafters which supported the roof were charred, and many of 
them burnt through, so that had they given way I must have Been 
precipitated into the flames below. 

In a flattering notice of the occurrence published in the TimeSy 
it is reported tnat the assembled crowd repeatedly cheered my 
efforts on the top of the roof, which one would naturally think 
would have entitled me to some recognition from my superior 
officer. No such thing, however ; on the contrary, the report was 
treated with silent contempt, and the letter insultingly returned 
and rejected. 

With reference to the wooden buildings referred to in my report, 
VOL. n. p 
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which I deemed it expedient to order to be pulled doiwn to preyent 
the spread of the fire, a claim of 100{. was made by the owner of the 
said erections (Mr. Peter G. Hams), and refeired to me for an 
explanation, by the commissioner of police for the information 
of the Groyemment ; whereupon I apphed to seyeral persons who 
had property in the neighbonrhood, and acquainted with the facts, 
as they were present at the fire, — ^in response to which, I reoeiyed 
the f oUowing satisfactory letters :— 

Adelaide. March, 2&ih, 1855. 

** Sut, — ^In reply to the inquiry which you this- day made yerbally, 
we beg to say that we consider the destruction of the small wooden 
building at the rear of Messrs. Stilling and Co.'s premises, which 
was executed under your orders on the i^bt of the fire in Peel 
Street, was a measure of wise precaution. Gmat building formed as 
it were the connecting link between the block of buildings in which 
the fire occurred, and several ranges of valuable warehouses and 
other edifices, running towards Hindley Street in one direction^ and 
towards King WiUiajn Street in the other. The building itself 
was sixteen years old, and consequently must haye been almost as 
inflammable as tinder ; and had it ignited, either through the spread 
of the fire throughout the block of buildings, to one end of which it 
was fortunately confined, or through the &11 of sparks on the roof, 
the consequences in all probability would have been most disastrous 
to the city. 

" We have, &c. 

** William Younghusbanh aot) Co. 

" Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

** Superintendent of Police." 

Adelaide, March 26^, 1855. 
" Dear Sie, — In reply to your verbal communication to me this 
morning, in which you state that you had been called upon by the 
Government to explain the circumstances under which you felt 
yourself justified, upon the occasion of the recent fire in Peel 
Street, in ordering the wooden building adjoining the store of Mr. 
Abrahams to be pulled down, I beg to say that it is my opinion, 
as well as that of every individual engaged that night on the 
Times newspaper, and who were some of them activdy and use- 
fully engaged at the scene, that such a ^p was not only justifiable, 
but absolutely necessary to the salvation of the greater portion of 
the house property on the southern side of Hindley Street. I 
believe this to be the opinion of the citizens generally, and the 
present is the first time that I have heard the propriety of your 
directions called in question. I feel so strongly that Mr. Harris's 
claim is one which cannot justly be allowed to lie against a zealous 
public officer, that I shall be happy , in recognition of the essential 
service which I consider the step referred to rendered to the pre- 
mises occupied by the proprietors of the Timet newspaper in 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 211 

Hindley Street, to make a small contribntion towards meeting Mr. 
Harris's claim ; but I shall lament at the same time that the 
Government, whose dnty it is to protect the lives and property of 
the citizens, will by snch a determination establish the principle 
that on the recurrence of such disasters the officer commandmg 
the constabulary must remain to some extent inactive, from the 
fear of subjecting himself to claims of a similar nature. 

" I am, &c. 

" W. B. GiLBEKT. 

" Alexander Tolmer, Esq." 

Complimentary and exculpatory letters were also received from 
Messrs. Stilling and Co., Dr. J. Woodforde, Mr. H. H. Bickford, 
and agents of the Imperial, Boyal, Alliance, and Cornwall Insurance 
Companies. 

I believe compensation was made by GU)vemment to Mr. Harris^ 
But this was not the end of this unfortunate fire, as an action was 
brought against me by Mi:. Rupert Ingleby, on behalf of Catherine 
Hart, an elderly woman, to recover lOZ. damages, on account of my 
having caused the dwelling-house occupied by plaintiff to be pulled 
down and destr^ed, on the 8th of February, 1856, whereby divers 
goods of plaintiff were lost and destroyed, and the plaintiff put to 
expense and inconvenience in finding a fresh habitation. 

After the hearing of the case, on the 5th of December, 1855, his 
Honour, Mr. Justice Cooper, remarked that there were two ques- 
tions for consideration: first as to whether the defendant was 
justified in pulling down the cottage ; and, supposing he was not, 
what amount of damage had the plaintiff sustained. Judgment 
deferred. 

On the 17th of December his Honour gave judgment accordingly 
as follows : — 

'* I have considered this case, and am of opinion that there must 
be judgment for the defendant. Although tne amount of damages 
claimed in this action is small, the question involved in it is impor- 
tant. It is whether a person is justified in pulling down a house, 
and removing the goods therein, for the purpose of preventing the 
spread of a &'e which is raging near it at the time. I think the 
question must be determined by the answer which can be given to 
another, namely, was pulling down the house necessary to the 
public safety P If it was, the act was justifiable, and no action will 
lie against the person doing it. The same question has often 
arisen when goods have been thrown overboard to lighten a ship 
in danger of sinking from the effects of a tempest ; in which case 
it had been held that such throwing overboard goods is lawful, on 
the ground that it is done for the common safety of all on board. 
And as in the case of a ship labouring in a storm, so in the case of 
a fire in a city. I think the question of necessity must be deter- 
mined by the opinion of those present, and who had an opportunity 
of judging of the degree of danger, and that it is not necessary for 

p 2 
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the person availing himself of this defence to show that it was im- 
possible that the ship should have sarviyed, or that the fire could 
nave been prevented from spreading unless the act complained of 
had been done, but that a strong probability of such a result is 
sufficient. The evidence of necessity was not conclusive^ in the 
present case. But I am dis]X)sed to think that if the question had 
come before a jury, they would, under the circumstances, have 
found in favour of the deiendant. In condn? to this determination, 
I do not put out of consideration the fact that the defendant was 
acting as the superintendent of police, and that his office neces- 
sarily places him in a prominent situation on every occasion of fire ; 
hut I conceive that every person who, instead of staying quietly at 
home in cose of fire, goes forth and assists in saving the lives and 
property of his fellow-citizens, is entitled to some favourable con- 
sideration. It must, however, be remembered that good intention 
is not sufficient to protect persons from actions for acts done by 
them for the supposed good of the community, unless accompanied 
by sound discretion." 

But to show a still greater indignity to which I was designedly 
subjected, I extract the following from my journal : — 

" Januarv \^t}i, — ^Attended the commissioner's office, upon 
entering which I found Inspectors Hamilton and Scott there. 
The commissioner then proceeded in strong and insulting terms to 
state that Mr. Hamilton had complained of the exceeding; un- 
geutlemanly and overbearing conduct which I had exhibited 
towards him on Saturday last at the barracks in reference to the 
circumstance of my having detected certain errors in the quarterly 
return of felonies. At this stage Inspector Scott quitted the 
office. I in the most solemn and unequivocal manner repudiated 
the accusation. It, however, availed me but little, as it was clear 
this was another movement towards ruining me. The com- 
missioner likewise, in the presence of Inspector Hamilton, chained 
me with being utterly ignorant of my position as an officer, and 
not possessing the most remote idea of discipline, illastrating his 
highly offensive remarks by referring to the note amongst other 
things which I recently wrote to Mr. Hart. Tlus persecution 
becomes every day more unbearable and humiliating ; in short, it 
is sufficient to incite any man to commit a breach of the peace. 
The interview, which had been prolonged for nearly three hours, 
closed by^ Major Warburton intimating that in forwarding Mr. 
Hamilton's complaint to his Excellency, he would add his own 
observations confirmatory of the views above expressed." 
+ '^ 7i?^-^? ^^^®^' ®^ ^^® 2l8t January, I was again submitted 
^om m d^-^^°^ shameful indignity, respecting which I also quote 

TTi«T^^?^rw^.?x^^® commissioner's office. On my way thither 
see m« im^o^^'^'i*?'' informed me that the commissioner wished to 

strong K'^^^^;. "^P^^ ^^^^°g *^« offi<5« ^« censured me in 
strong terms for having failed tb attend at the usual hour. 
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E-ef erring to my watch I found it wanted fifteen minntes to one. 
The commissioner then in a peremptory manner demanded the 
retnm which I had taken from his omce. I replied that I had not 
taken the document in question, but that his clerk had forwarded 
it to my residence under cover. I then oiSered to procure it ; but 
he declmed, at the same time directing me to proceed forthwith to 
Government House, and there wait his arrival. I complied with 
this command, and upon his arrival we were both ushered into the 
presence of his Excellency the GU)vemor-in-Ohief. The private 
secretary and Mr. W. Maturin were present at the conference. 
As soon as we were seated his Excellency addressed me in words 
to the following effect : — 

" * Mr. Tolmer, I have requested your attendance in order to 
ascertain whether you, as a subordinate officer in the police, have 
directly or indirectly made any disclosures to the chairman of the 
Committee of the Legislative Council on the Estimates in reference 
to the interior economy or discipline of the police department P To 
which I replied : — 

" * May it please your Excellency, I have now been sixteen years 
in the police of this colony, and during that period I have never 
once shirked to speak the truth. I now avow, therefore, that I 
have communicated with the chairman to the effect in question." 

" Upon receiving the above admission, his Excellency observed 
that I nad adopted an extremely censurable and underhand mode of 
proceeding, and again referred to the note which I had written 
to Mr. Hart. I explained that a few days since, I was accused by 
Major Warburton, in the presence of Inspector Hamilton, with 
being unfit for my position as an officer, and was otherwise 
humiliated ; and as 1 could not expect justice from him, I had 
adopted the present course. 

"His Excellency then closed the interview by observing that I 
should hear from him shortly." 

February let. At half-past ten a.m. I received a message from 
the comnussioner of pohce to attend at his office. Proceeded 
thither immediately. Having been motioned to a seat, the com- 
missioner at once referred to what had transpired at the interview 
which I had in his presence with his Excellency the Governor, at 
Government House, on the 21st ultimo. He then produced a letter, 
which he handed over to me to peruse, signed by the clerk of the 
Executive Council, in reference to the above, at the same time 
remarking that he required me to write a reply in his presence, as 
he could not allow the communication in question out of his 
possession. 

I replied that under these circumstances I could not sufficiently 
•compose my mind to frame a reply, but that I should forward the 
information required as soon as possible. I proceeded to the 
Council Chamber, and addressed the following letter to John Baker, 
Esq., chairman of the Committee on the Estimates :^ 
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« 



Conncil Chamber, Fdjfruarylwk^ 18d6. 
SiK,^I hare the hononr to inform yoa that I haTC beea caDed 
vpon by the oommissioner of poHoe tofnrniBhhimyfartlieiiifoniia- 
tion of nis Excellency the €rOTenior-in*Ghief, with the sahstanoe of 
the conminnication which I made jon on or aboat the'21st ultimo. 
.1 hare been of late mnch excited, and mj mind so distracted, that 
mj memory is not clear on the snbject. To the beat <^ my recol- 
lection, howerer, it was to the following effect, viz. : — 

** Ist That Major Warborton made a practice of wounding my 
feelings, and humiliating me in the presence of my jnniors, and 
that my position in the service was r^idered thereby nntenable. 

^ 2nd. That np to a certain date I had been in the habit of 
making all my reports in writing, bat that I had receired instruc- 
tions to discontinae the practice, except when specially ordered. 

" 3nL Hiat foreseeing the probability of being called npon at no 
remote period to show ue nature of my duties and the amount of 
work performed, I had, fortunately for myself, kept a jonnial, 
wherein I had recorded every circumstance connected with my 
duties as superintendent of police. 

" Permit me to apologize lor troubling you in reference to this 
matter ; but if convenient I should deem it a great ^ivour if you 
will be good enough to confirm or otherwise the correctness of the 
above. 

** I have, Ac., 

** AT.TtYATr mnt TOLXEB, 

" Superintendent of Police. 

" John Baker, Esq., M.L.O." 



I received the following in reply to the above communication : — 

" Council Chamber, February IH, 1856. 
" Sib, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this 
date, and in reply to state that your recollection of what passed 
between us is correct. You were speaking to me of the informa- 
tion laid against Hart, and of the use that had been made of a 
letter written by you to him. When I questioned you upon some 
matters connected with the discharge of your police duties, and 
told you that your evidence would most likely be required by the 
Committee on the Estimates, I requested you to make a memorandum 
about the journal, and which you did. That memorandum I 
destroyed. 

'* I cannot help expressing my surprise that Major Warburton 
sboBvld call upon you to give the substance of a private conversa- 
^(^SOL you had with me, when he himself refused (in giving his 
^^^^dence before the committee) to give particulars of a private 



^^^^dence beiore the committee) to give particulars of a private 
C Qi — »iv eT8ation he had with your subordinates in office upon the 
T e r ^aiy eajne subject. . 



** Yours truly, 

"John Bakeb." 
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The commissioner's clerk Handed over to me tlie following 
memorandnm, at twelve o'clock. 

" Noon, Saturday, February 2nd, 
" Tlie superintendent of police will attend without delay at the 
commissioner's office, for the purpose of giving in (or of reporting 
the cause of delay) his reply to the letter which he was yesterday 
called upon to answer. 

"P. Egerton Warbueton, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

After perusing the above, I requested Mr. Pettinger to inform 
the commissioner that I was then husily engaged in the adjoining 
office preparing the necessary reply. 

"Adelaide, I^e&rt*ary 2nd, 1866. 
** Sm, — I do myself the honour to transmit herewith copy of cor- 
respondence, which will put you in possession of the information 
which you seek to obtain. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alexander Tolmer, 

" Superintendent of Police. 
** The Commissioner of Police." 

At fifteen minutes past twelve I received a verbal message, 
through Inspector Hutton, to the effect that the commissioner 
required my attendance instantly — at that moment. Having 
completed the transcription of the foregoing letters, I was enabled 
to comply. Explained to the commissioner, that I had not pos- 
sibly been able to furnish the reply to the letter which I was 
called upon to answer earlier, in consequence of the delay in the 
receipt of Mr. Baker's letter. 

After perusing the documents referred to, the commissioner 
endeavoured to elicit from me the fact that the 19th ultimo was 
actually the day upon which I had had a private conversation with 
Mr. Baker. Seeing the drift of his motive, I most respectfully 
declined to answer any further questions, intimating, however, 
that I was quite willing to furnish him with any information I 
possessed, in writing. Thereupon he became exceedingly violent, 
and impressed upon me that I was in his office on public duty, 
and therefore insisted upon having replies to his queries. 

Being desirous of avoiding furtiier altercation, I replied that it 
was on the 21st. 

Beferrine to the persecutions to which I had been subjected, the 
Register of December 1st, 1855, published the following sub- 
leader : — 

" The Supermtendent of PoUce, — ^A series of petty persecutions 
has, we believe, for some time past been going on against the 
superintendent of police, with the object, doubtless, of comjjelling 
him to resign his situation in the force. We have no wish to 
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interfere nnnecesBarily with the duties of beads of departments, it 
being mncb more pleasurable for us to support legitimate authority 
than to find fault with its exercise. As Mr. Tolmer, however, is 
the only person amongst the superior officers of police whose pre- 
tensions are founded on adequate experience, and as we know that 
he has rendered good service to the colony on many occasions, we 
should regret exceedingly if on any mere vexatious and unsubstan- 
tial grounds he were driven into an unfavourable position. As the 
general working and efficiency of the police establishment will 
probably be ms^e the subject of official inauiry, we shall not at 
present anticipate the decision upon Mr. Tolmer's case which will 
be arrived at m the ordinary course of things." 

On Friday, February 5th, I received the following official me- 
morandum : — 

" Private and confidential 

** Police Commissioner's Office, 

February hth, 1866. 
'* Official Memorandum. — The commissioner of police has been 
directed by Government to intimate to you, that it being proposed 
to dispense with the services of a superintendent in the police 
department, you * may expect to be deprived of your situation as 
from the end of the current month.* This notice can be regarded 
as provisional only, the object of the Government in thus antici- 
pating the probable decision of the Legislature being, to give those 
likely to be alTected the earliest intimation possible. 

" P. Egerton Wabburton, 

'* Commissioner of Police. 
" The Superintendent of Police." 

On February 14th I received the following memorandum :— 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 

" February Uth, 1866. 
" The superintendent of police having directly disobeyed the 
orders of the commisHioner by retaining m his possession official 
documents which are the property of the Government, when ordered 
to send them in to the commissioner's office, it becomes the com- 
missioner's dnty to direct that the superintendent, who now reports 
himself ill and unable to attend at the commissioner's office, shiJl 
not resume the performance of his duties in the police department 
iwtil the decision of Government be obtained, or until further 
orders bo issued upon the subject. 

" P. Egekton Warburton, 
__ ^ " Commissioner of Police. 

" The Superintendent of Police." 

\ Febraary the 16th I received the following memorandum :— 
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" Police ComnuBsioner's Office, 

" February 16th, 1856. 
" When the superintendent of police has sufficiently recovered 
from his indisposition, he will be good enough to wait upon the 
Commissioner at his office. 

** P. Egerton Warbttbton, 

** Commissioner of Police." 

On February the 18th I forwarded the following reply : — 

" North Adelaide, 

" February ISth, 1866. 
*' In reply to the police commissioner's memorandum, dated the 
16th inst., the superintendent begs most respectfully to decline an 
interview under present circumstances, he being suspended from 
office. The superintendent wishes the commissioner distinctly to 
understand, however, that he will be happy to furnish any informa- 
tion which may be required, in writing. 

" AUEXANDER TOLMEK, 

" Superintendent of Police." 

The alleged official documents which Major Warburton peremp- 
torilv demanded should be returned, were reports which had been 
insultingly minuted upon and returned to me ; but because I re- 
fused to surrender them he unjustly suspended me from office, for 
which he was censured by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, 
to whom he acknowledged his error. What was his aim in getting 
back these papers P the reader will probably inquire. Why simply 
because he saw the danger of my retaining evidence against him of 
his determination to insult and goad me to commit some act which 
would probably ensure my immediate dismissal. I strictly kept 
guard over my temper, however, and thus foiled his design. 

Although Major Warburton expresses himself in strong and 
bitter terms as to my unfitness as a police-officer, he neverSieless 
lost no opportunity of making use of my experience and valuable 
suggestions, of wmch he took the entire credit. In justice to my- 
sefl, therefore, I place one out of many on record : — 

At a recent banquet given to the chief justice on the occasion 
of opening the first Circuit Court in the northern areas, at which 
his Honour spoke of the great boon which the establishment of 
such courts had conferred on the public, I claim the honour of having 
first suggested Circuit Courts in the south-east; as indubitably 
proved by the following extract from my official journal during a 
tour of inspection in the Mount Gambier District in the capacity 
of superintendent of police : " Referring to the journals (Mount 
Gambier Station), I find that Police-constable Heardly, whom I met 
at Guichen Bay in charge of the prisoner John Bums, arrested that 
individual on the 6th of August. The offence preferred against 
Mm was for stealing a brooch and a few empty hair-oil bottles from 
Mr. A. MitcheU, pubUcan, for which he was committed to take his 
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trial at the Local Court, Adelaide. The serioas inconvenience to 
which prosecntors are necessarily put under similar circumstances 
in remote districts, is a matter which ought to engage the atten- 
tion of the Executive. From inquiry, I am able to state that many 
an offender escapes punishment in consequence of the reluctance 
which prosecutors naturally have of pressing a charge, fearing to 
be compelled to give evidence in Adelaide. It appears to me thai 
this difficulty might he mst hy the establish/ment of Circuit Gowrts**^ 

On the morning of the 19th September, 1855, an application in 
writing having been made to the commissioner of police (Major 
Warburton) by W. P. Sabben, Esq., deputy returning officer, for 
the attendance of two constables to keep order at the '' Blenheim 
Hotel," at the nomination of members for West Adelaide, — ^in the 
absence of the commissioner, I gave orders accordingly, and issued 
the following memorandum :^ 

" In the absence of the commissioner of police, the superin- 
tendent notifies, for the guidance of officers and men of both 
divisions of the force, to what extent they are to interfere in the 
maiutouance of order during the hours of voting at the ap- 
pnmching election. All constables of both divisions of the force 
aro to keop as much as x>08sible in the background ; and if any 
are at tho places of nomination and polling, they should be in 
]>luin clothes, and act only as the means of communication with 
tho main force, which force must keep within their respective 
barracks, in readiness when called upon to put down any riot or 
violonco which may occur in any part of the city." 

LaU'r in tho day the following letter, addressed to the commis- 
Hionor of police, was forwarded to me : — 

" Sir.— rho proceedings of the nomination for the district of 
Wo8i Adolaido Iving interrupted by great violence of persons con- 
Krt«^atiHl in tho street, and to the danger of the candidates and 
other oUvtors ooncomed, I have to request that yon will imme- 
iUately diroot tho attendance of a sufficient body of the police to 
pri»8orvo onlor. 

"Joseph Hall, 

•' Eetuming Officer." 

In iximpliance with the above, I despatched a mounted mes- 

•ongvr to tho station-house for the assistance of a detachment of 

Um motn^politan police, who shortly arrived, and were under my 

ordtrt k«pt in reserve, as I deemed it injudicious to make a de- 

aionilniiioii. tho disturbance having been quelled. Later still, 

•konl Wtt o'clock P^m** being at the foot police station, I received 

nflbnMtiuu that Qis Excellency the Govemor-in-Chief had sent a 

MMftr to th« mounted police barracks for Inspector Hamilton, 

M ftftl O&MT 1VM abeent* and the immediate attendance of 

\ Uk hit BtMid could not be relied upon, I forthwith 

■viMMi House to offer my services. On arrival, 

fftd gTMA ipprelieiision that some serious riot 
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would occur on the morrow, to guard against wHcli I received his 
commands to swear in a number of special constables, and to take 
such precautions as under the exigency of the case were deemed 
expedient. Accordingly I despatched a mounted messenger at 
once to Inspector Drew at Port Adelaide with the following 
memorandum : — ** It having been intimated to his Excellency the 
Govemor-in-Chief that a serious disturbance is apprehended to 
occur to-morrow at the election for West Adelaide, I have been 
instructed by him, in the absence of the commissioner of police, 
to request you to despatch a detachment of fifteen constables, 
including non-commissioned officers, to aid the force stationed 
here if needed. You will be good enough to give such instructions 
as to ensure the party being at the metropolitan police station, 
Adelaide, at ten o'clock a.m." I likewise gave instructions to 
Inspector Beid to muster the whole of the metropolitan police at 
the station at ten a.m., and forwarded directions to the officer in 
charge at the police barracks, to the effect that every available 
trooper, whether mounted or not, would be required for duty, and 
made arrangements so as to ensure a sufficient number of special 
constables being obtained. 

In addition to the foregoing anticipated disturbances, Mr. 
Sabben wrote on behalf of the returning officer, requesting a 
certain number of constables at the hustings at North and 
South Adelaide, and that proper measures might be adopted to 
put down a riot of a serious nature, which was expected to occur, — 
which I returned with the following minute endorsed thereon :— 
" Arrangements have been made m accordance with the within 
requisition, in addition to the instructions which have been issued 
to the police force, pointing out to the officers and men to what 
extent they are to interfere in the maintenance of order during the 
hours of voting at the approaching election. The superintendent of 
police suggests that the returning officer, in case 01 any symptom 
of riot or open violence, should exercise the power given to him by 
the 25th section of Ordinance No. 1 ; and the adjournment once 
made, the ordinary interposition of the police would put down the 
riot or violence without the possibility of any imputation of any 
interference with the rights of the electors." 

On the morning of the dav of election, Thursday, 20th Sep- 
tember, it being doubtful whether the commissioner of police would 
be in town, I called upon Mr. Bentham Neales, and obtained from 
him his ready sanction to occupy secretly his large room at the 
Exchange, for the purpose of placing therein the whole of the 
constabulary. By adopting this expedient I should have been 

Eromptly at hand in the event of a not, with a sufficient force. I 
kewise made arrangements so as to have two light spring carts 
to be in readiness to convey speedily from thence a strong detach- 
ment of police to North Adelaide, or any other part of the city 
which might require their interference. 
I next proceeded at an early hour to the foot police station, and 
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found to mj entire satisfaction that my instractions had been 
strictly complied with, and then took charge of the force. Not 
long after this, Mr. Griffin, the watchmaker, rushed into the 
office, and reported that he had been knocked down and otherwise 
maltreated npon his presenting himself at the polling- place to 
tender his vote, and that other individuals, without the slightest 
provocation had been felled to the ground by a set of ruffians 
armed with bludgeons. Whereupon I marched the whole of the 
metropolitan force to the scene of riot, but on arrival I found the 
disturbance quelled for the time. I then formed up the men in 
Gilbert Place, and shortly afterwards the commissioner of police 
arrived and took command of the mounted and foot police. There 
we remained for hours. The polling commenced at nine a.m. at 
the " Blenheim Hotel," Hindley Street, and as the day wore on the 
loiterers, men, women, and cmldren, assembled in such numbers 
that towards four o'clock in the afternoon there was a dense crowd 
from the corner of King William Street to a great distance the 
other side of the polling-place. Everything during the fore part 
of the day passed off with apparent good-humoured joculantv; 
but about this time it became known that Mr. Forster was at the 
head of the poll — a rumour which was very generally coupled with 
an increasing complaint that the supporters of the other can- 
didate had not been allowed a fair opportunity of tendering their 
votes. 

This appeared to produce considerable excitement amongst a 
lar^e body of Irishmen, who had assembled in front of the place; 
and all of a sudden some dozen or two of the most uproarious of 
them rushed into the hotel, forced their way upstairs on to the 
balcony, and snatched down the blue and white flags that were 
hoisted there. Having torn the flags to ribbons, they broke the 
poles into staves and returned in a body to the street, where they 
were joined by more than a hundred others, all armed with cudgels 
or more dangerous weapons, with which they drove the crowd 
before them, amidst yells and imprecations, towards King William 
Street. Opposite the " Exchange Hotel," they made a halt, for the 
purpose of ascending the balcony and destroying the flags there. 
This led to some opposition on the part of those in front of the 
place, and a volley of stones was hurled upon the balcony, 
smashing the windows and driving the occupants to the interior. 
At this moment sticks and heads were rattling against each other 
in all directions; and although men, one after the other, some 
bleeding profusely from wounds on the head and face, .rushed to 
where we were formed up, and frantically appealed to the major to 
bring up his men, he remained perfectly passive ; not a word issued 
from him. When at last he was assailed by epithets anything but 
complimentary regarding his valour, &c., and asking him whether 
he was not ashamed to sit there on his horse and allow people to 
be murdered in the street, our valiant commander at last gave 
the word to advance, and he, Hamilton, and the mounted force, 
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galloped into the midst of the mob, from Gilbert Place, whilst I 
and the metropolitan force made onr appearance at the same 
moment ronnd the corner of King William Street; and saw 
that a nnmber of Irishmen, amongst whom was the son of Mr. 
Egan, formerly governor of the gaol, and one Laurence McArthay, 
had got npon the balcony in front of the " Exchange Hotel," and 
cat down the bine and white ilag suspended there. This led to a 
more severe general fight; the fellows, it appeared, had their 
pockets filled with large stones, and were throwing them indis- 
criminately amongst the crowd below, whilst others were be- 
labouring 'friend and foe. I received a severe crack on the head 
from one of these bludgeons ; and I well remember the late Father 
Eyan appealing to me in the fray to protect him; he, poor man, 
had lost his clerical hat, and the blood was streaming ^om a ^sh 
on the top of his head. One of the foot police also, named Wnght, 
was severely injured, having had several of his ribs broken. The 
difficulty was how to di^odge the rascals from their position, 
because it appeared the;^ had locked all the doors of the hotel 
from the inside ; and seeing there was no other means .of reaclung 
them, I clambered up one of the posts supporting the balcony, but 
bein^ observed by one of the partisans of those who held the 
position, he rushed at and caught hold of my left leg, and en- 
deavoured with his weight to drag me down again. Fortunately, 
however, I had so far reached the top of the post that my right 
hand had a firm grip of the flooring; and as I wore a pair of 
riding-boots, with spurs on, I swung my right foot like a 
pfendulum, and with all my strength sfruck the fellow under the 
chin with my spur, which sent him sprawling on the pavement, 
and doubtless ne bears the mark to this day, wherever he may be. 
Upon thus being freed I quickly succeeded in gaining a footing on 
the balcony, and having been joined by some of the foot police, 
the whole of the combatants were made prisoners and marched off 
to the police-station. This was the last of the " fun," and the 
crowd shortly afterwards dispersed. The state of the poll was 
declared by tne retuming-officer from the balcony of the " Blenheim 
Hotel " the following <&,y at noon. Nothing occurred, however, 
during the proceedings worthy to be particularized, with the ex- 
ception of a few trifling squabbles. Thus ended the memorable 
election for West Adelaide, on the 20th September, 1866, between 
the late Sir J. Fisher and A. Forster, Esq. 
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CHAPTER XL 



E§ea!pe of eoimeU from Drj Cwttk — Hj §trwiem (Ittpmwe^ widi — FMit 
meetMDg — Appl j for fenior inspertordisp — Tbe repl j — ^PeCilioo — Aitide 
tn the He^Mi^r — Committee mp po i n t g rf — Qncrtioa abelved — ^Agiia 
MtitioD — Coonter petttioii — Beport oa the pgtitioM — Death of Ifr. 
Beid— Ontoltj TOted. 

Iv addition to m j legitimate police duties, I reoetred inatanctioiis 
from hU Exoelleiicy the oflicer administering the €h>Tenunent,tfaat 
in fntnre, whether the poHee commissioner was at headqnartenor 
not^ I was to visit the Dry Creek Labour Prison asa jnstiee of the 
I>eace at least once a week, and record each visits togetfier with 
anj remarks I might have to make as to the inspection, in a book 
kept at the stock^e for that purpose. 

On a special occasion, in conseqoenee of the c om ptroUer of eon- 
Ticts, 0. S. Hare, Esq., having reported that eignt convicts who 
escaped and had been retaken haa refused to work and used 
threatening language, his Ezcellencr the Grovemor instmcied the 
stipendiary magistrate, H. B. Wig^ej, Esq., in connexion with 
mvself , to attend at the prison in order to trj the men £or thebr 
renactorv behaviour. 

Accoroinglj, on the 20th October, 1855, 1 met Mr. Wiglejatthe 
Dry Creek Frison ; and the offence of mutiny having been fully 
established a^nst seven of the prisoners, we sentenced each, in 
accordance with the convict regulations, to receive fifty lashes. 

In reference to the escape from the stockade of the above con- 
victs, and five others who were still at large» a great want of zeal was 
manifest in not taking immediate steps to recapture the runawavs. 
Inspector Hamilton was that ni^ht absent from barracks on a visit 
to a friend under the hills, Mr. Inspector Strong being in charge. 

The particulars of the escape, &c,, are thus recorded in my 
journal: — 

S^tember \Wi, 1855. — At half -past two o'clock a.m. I was 
ffuddenly aroused out of my sleep by two constables of the metro- 
politan division, one of whom was the bearer of the following letter 
addreHsed ** On urgent and immediate service :" — 

" Dry Creek Labour Prison, 

" TJmrsday, September IZth, 1855, 
" Half-past nine o'clock p.m. 
** To Ej^erton Warburton, Esq., 

" CommiHBioner of Police. 
"Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

*^ Or other officer in charge of police in Adelaide. 
*' Siu — I have the painful duty of requesting your assistance to 
help to capture thirteen prisoners, convicts who have just escaped 
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from tliis place by breaking out, within the last balf-bonr. I send 
Mr. Howell and Mr. OarroU with this to yon, and append the names 
of the prisoners. I think they may be all captured before or at 
daylight, as all their clothes are branded, and the^ will be sure to 
make for Adelaide to obtain fresh clothes from their acquaintances. 
I will send in a more particular description before daylight, but the 
two officers I send are so well acquainted with their persons, and it 
is so important to get immediately upon their track, tHat I fear to 
delay another moment. 

"I am, &c., 

" 0. S. Hake." 
Then follow the names. 

After having perused the above, I wrote the following minute 
thereon : — 

** North Adelaide, 
" September 14<A, haK-past two a.m. 
" In the absence of the police commissioner, Inspectors Hamil- 
ton and Eeid will be good enough to muster without delay the 
whole of the available constables, mounted and foot, and issue in- 
structions to them to keep up a strict and vigilant patrol in the 
streets and suburbs. Their special attention must be directed to 
arrest all suspicious characters entering the city, unless they can 
satisfactorily give an account of themselves. Owing to the dark- 
ness of the night, it would be useless to proceed far into the 
country ; but as soon as daylight appears, every mounted trooper 
must l4 despatched in pursnitlf the lagitives. \ desire that >. 
telligence of the escape of the within convicts, with a description, 
if obtainable, be forthwith forwarded to the port and out- 
stations. 

"Alexandek Tolmek, 

" Superintendent of Police." 

I saddled my horse and proceeded with all speed to the mounted 
police barracks and foot pohce station to turn out the whole force. 
On reaching the former, at fifteen minutes to three a.m., I was not 
a little surprised and disappointed to learn that the particulars of 
the escape of the convicts had been communicated to the officer in 
charge as early as twelve, but no steps had been taken in the 
matter. I therefore gave instructions to Inspector Strong, in the 
absence of the senior officer, to mount every available trooper, and 
with them proceed forthwith to keep up a vigilant patrol in the 
suburbs. From thence I went to the metropmitan police station, 
which I reached as the clock struck three a.m. 

Having duly issued such instructions to Inspector Beid as I 
deemed most expedient, I myself went to the various approaches of 
the city, and was satisfied that the constables were alert and vigi- 
lant. I subsequently (half-past three) despatched two mounted 
troopers to the stockade, to render assistance to the comptroller of 
convicts, and to get upon the tracks of the fugitives. 
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Satwrday, \hth. — Had an intenriew with the police commuurioner 
at his office, and expressed mj firm opinion that if energetic and 
prompt measures had been adopted when Mr. Howell nrst com- 
mnnicated the intelligence of the escape of the prisoners at the 
police barracks, it is more than probable the whole wonld liaTe been 
recaptared before daylight 

Considering the nrgent nature of the above drcnmstances, and 
that I exercised the command of the police in the absence of the 
commissioner of police, the officer in charge at the barracks failed 
in his duty in not despatching instantly a mounted messenger to 
my residence. 

At the end of February, 1856, I received the following com- 
munication : — 

'* Police Commissioner's Office, Adelaide, 

" Fdmuiry 27th, 1856. 
** Sir, — I am directed by Grovemment to inform you that his 
Excellency regrets to Ije uxider the necessity of dispensing with your 
services from and after the Ist March, in consequence of the reduc- 
tion which it is considered advisable to make in the police 
force. 

" In making this communication, I am directed to intimate to 
you that his Excellency acknowledges the value of the services you 
nave rendered, and will consider you, in connexion with other 
deserviof^ officers who may be reduced from other departments in 
the public service^ should you so desire, whenever suitable oppor- 
tunities occur. 

"I Lave, &c., 

" P. Egerton Waebuetoit, 

** Commissioner of Police. 
** Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

" Huperintendcnt of Police." 

U{)on the decision of the Government becoming known to the 
public that my services were dispensed with in conseouence of 
alleged reductions which it was advisable to make in tne police 
force, the following address was presented to his worship the Mayor 
of A^lelaide, signed by J315 of my brother colonists :— 

** Hiii, — We, the undersigned, request you to call a public meet- 
ing atCirfjen's Exchange, on Tuesday next, the 11th inst., at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, to memorialize the governor and the legis- 
lative council on behalf of Captain Tolmer, to whom the colony 
owes a delit of gratitude, not only for his discipline and superinten- 
dence of its police for many years, but for his noble exertions and 
iranortant services in the most trying period of its history." 

To this, the following reply was returned :— 

'* City Council Office, March 5th, 1856. 
** Gkntlemen, — In compliance with the above request, I hereby 
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convene a public meeting to be held in Green's Exchange, King 
William Street, on Tuesday the 14th instant, at three o'clock. 

" I am, Ac. 

" John Lazaab, 
" Mayor. 
" To Messrs. Milne, Bakewell, Dehane, McLaren and the other 
gentlemen signing the requisition." 

In reference to the above, the Begister of the 7th March has the 
following remarks :— 

"Whatever humiliations and provocations Mr. Tolmer may 
have had to endure lately at the hands of the police commissioner, 
he must at least feel some compensation in the testimony borne to 
his merit and past services by the numerous respectable signatures 
affixed to the memorial requesting the mayor to convene a public 
meeting' in Green's Exchange on Tuesday next, to consider his 
case. The patronage of the colony is in the hands of the governor 
nor as a general rule is it desirable that he should be dictated to 
by public meetings as to the exercise of that patronage. But all 
rules have their exceptions, and when the people of South Australia 
fiee that under the pretext of economy the private animosities of 
the public service are being gratified, and that the call for a reduc- 
tion in the establishments is met by the dismissal of one of the 
most efficient public servants, it is only fair and reasonable that 
they should interfere and remonstrate. Mr. Tolmer may not be 
perfect, but he has this merit, that he has been a most efficient 
member of the police force. He has never been afraid of hard 
work, or turned his back on danger ; and the colonists of South 
Australia, most of whom have been themselves hard-working men, 
have a fellow-feeling and sympathy with such a man, and cannot 
stand by quietly and see him trodden down by men who never 
could and never would have rendered his service. Those who 
remember the panic of 1851-2, the exodus of the male population, 
the distress of the families left behind, and the shout of welcome with 
which the first lot of gold brought overland was received in Adelaide, 
will not lightly forget the service rendered by Mr. Tolmer on that 
occasion, or by the more regular escort of which that trip was the 
forerunner. There are many in the police force now preferred to 
Mr. Tolmer who would not have had the enterprise and courage to 
have originated and carried out that undertaking. It seems 
atrange therefore, and requires explanation on the part of the 
Government, that such a man should be selected for dismissal from 
the service at the first demand for reduction. Unless some very 
atrong and satisfactory reasons can be given, more than is publicly 
known- at present, the colonists cannot rest satisfied upon this 
point. It IS a poor inducement to work hard in the public service, 
if past deservings are to weigh as nothing against the spite of 
newly fledged or more courtly officials.*' 

VOL. II. Q. 
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" North Adelaide, 

"Jlfarcfe 20^^,1856. 

" Sm,— I do myself the honodr to acquaint you that on the 5tb 
ultimo I received a communication from the commissioner of 
police, intimating that it being proposed by Government to dis- 
pense with the services of a superintendent of police, I might 
expect to be deprived of my situation at the end of the current 
month. Anticipating such an arrangement, I forthwith made an 
application through the proper channel, for the office of senior 
inspector of mounted police, which, however, was returned to me 
by the commissioner. 

"In accordance with his Excellency the Gk>vemor-in-Chi6f8 
reply to the deputation which waited upon him yesterday by 
appointment, I now respectfully beg to request that yon will please 
submit my renewal of the application referred to, or solicit some 
suitable employment under Government, as I am at present 
without any means of supporting myself and family. 

" I have, Ac, 

"Alexandeb Tolxeb. 

" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 

In reference to the public meeting at Green's Exchange, and the 
subsequent deputation that waited upon the governor in regard to 
my case, the Register of the 21st March had the foUowing 
remarks : — 

*' The answer given to the deputation appointed to wait on the 
governor with respect to Mr. Tolmer*s ejectment from the police, is 
couched in the same courteous form which we are happy to say has 
invariably characterized all the replies his Excellency has hitherto 

5ivcn to all addresses and requests that have come before hinu 
t betrays no trace of irritation at the interference by the public 
with his prerogative to make all official appointments. His 
Excellency has evidently seen that the part taken by the colonists 
has been owing to their good feeling towards Mr. Tolmer, and not 
from any animosity to the Executive. He has taken, therefore, in 
Bood part the momentary intrusion of the public into his private 
department, and instead of standing upon nis dignity and giving 
the deputation a gruff reply (as some governors we have had would 
have done), telling them to mind their own business and leave him 
to mind his, he has entered into explanations of the course and 
position of the Government. "We wish we could say that these 
explanations were as satisfactory as we have admitted they were 
courteous. They are plausible, but no more. They will not bear 
examination. Mr. Tolmer, says the governor, has not been dis- 
missed ; his services have been dispensed with, and he had made no 
regular application for a fresh appointment, the only application 
having been returned to him for correction and never having been 
renewed. To this we reply, that Mr. Tolmer was suspended from 
his office before it was aoolished ; a suspension which was equiva- 
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lent to a censnre, and which was based on grounds which, so far as 
we are acquainted with them, we do not hesitate to pronounce 
altogether frivolous and untenable. Furthermore, we have reason 
for knowing that Mr. Tolmer did make application for office under 
the Government, and for a particular office he made that applica- 
tion in the formal and proper manner and through his superior 
officer, and that application was returned to him for reasons 
perfectly unwarrantable. 

" To say that Mr. Tolmer has not been * dismissed,' is to take 
refuse in a verbal quibble. To all intents and purposes he has been 
dismissed. It is true that reductions have been made in the police 
force, and some public servants are thereby necessarily sent adrift 
without being what is properly called * dismissed ;' but the obvious 
and usual rule in reducing a department is to begin with the 
youngest and least efficient servants, and retain what is best worth 
retaining. If this rule, which is dictated of common sense as well 
as justice, is grossly violated, the inference is obvious, If under 
the plea of making reductions an old and efficient officer is dis- 
missed, while junior and less useful men are retained, it is evident 
that such an officer has been purposely got rid of, and that 
advantage has been taken of the necessity for reduction, to gratify 
a personal animosity. In dispensing with the services of surplus 
police officers, Mr. Tolmer ougnt to nave been about the last man 
sent away, instead of the first ; and the public in saying he has been 
' dismissed,' do not, as his Excellency savs, unjustly characterize 
Mr. Tolmer 's position. They simply call things by their right 
names, with tne blunt honesty generally characteristic of the 
popular voice, quite irrespective of the minute shades of meaning 
carefully preserved in the vocabulary of official phraseology. How- 
ever, no good object is to be gained by wrangling about what is past; 
a mistake has been committed in allowing Major Warburton to 
be the means of turning Mr. Tolmer out of the police force, and 
there evidently exists on thepart of the Government a disposition 
to atone for the mistake. BLis Excellency's reply, however open to 
objection as an historical statement or an explanation, is at least 
promising as regards Mr. Tolmer's future career. It is plainly 
stated that the public service is not closed against him, and that a 
renewed application on his part would probably meet with success. 
We hope, therefore, that Mr. Tolmer will soon find himself at the 
end of nis troubles, and be placed in a position once more to serve 
the public and maintain his family. We trust also that we shall 
be spared the necessity for the future of directing so much attention 
to the exercise of Government patronage ; that the appointments 
and dismissals which, may be made will be carried out with a view 
solely to the interest of the public, who pay the salaries, and regard- 
less of the personal piques or the despotic tendencies of any official. 
The power of patronage, though held by the Government, is, after 
all, held in trust for the people, and should be used exclusively 
with a view to their benefit. Only so long as this is done can tke 

q 2 
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people accord respect and hearty support to those by whom thej 
are ruled, or can the pubHc service be a credit to the countiy." 

" North Adelaide, 

" March 31«f, 1856. 
" Sib, — Referring to section 5 of Act No. 21, 1854, to provide for 
the retirement of officers in the civil service, I have respectfully to 
submit, that inasmuch as I have neither been dismissed from the 
police service on account of miscondact, or voluntarily resigned my 
appointment therein, I am entitled to participate in the benefits 
to DO derived under the provisions of the said Act. May I b^ to 
request, therefore, that you will please move his Excellency the 
Gk>vemor-in-Chief to direct my name to be placed on the list of 
officers retiring under the provisions of the ordinance before- 
mentioned, as I have received no reply to my application for 
employment under date the 20th instant, and seeing tnat Mr. Baiker 
has obtained leave in Council to introduce a Bill to repeal the 
same. 

" I have, Ac., 

*'Alexandbk Tolmeb. 
" The Hon. Colonial Secretary." 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

IfarcA 31*<, 1856. 

** Sm, — ^I am desired by his Excellency the Governor, in acknow- 
ledging the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, to inform you 
that it did not reach his Excellency till the afternoon of the — 
instant. 

" 2. In that letter you apply for the post of senior inspector of 
the mounted police, or some other suitable employment under the 
Government. If consistent with his duty, his Excellency would 
regard the police as the natural field for employing you, because 
your long service in that force would, under ordinary circum- 
stances, give you a claim paramount to that of any junior officer. 

" 3. His Excellency, nevertheless, while sensible of the courage 
and energy which you have occasionally exhibited in the discharge 
of your police duties, has more than once recently noticed a want 
of discretion and temper in your mode of conducting your share of 
the general and more ordinary routine duties of that department, 
and he therefore doubts whether your return to the force at 

E resent would advance its discipline or efficiency. His Excellency 
as arrived most reluctantly at this conclusion ; but remembering 
that even when you were at the head of the police, and quite 
unfettered in your actions it was nevertheless found necessary to 
remove you from that post, he fears there is too much reason for 
supposing the opinion he has formed to be a sound one, and has 
less hesitation in arriving at the above conclusion. 

" 4. At the same time, though thinking you unfit for a particular 
post at present, notwithstandmg your possessing several excellent 
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qnalifications even for that sitnation, his Excellency wonld be most 
nnwilling to throw any obstruction in the way of your re-entering 
the public service in some other capacity, if you prefer doing so to 
retiring on the superannuation list or accepting such compensation 
as the Legislature may give for the abolition 01 your office of super- 
intendent. I am directed to say that his Excellency would prefer 
seeing you, if possible, continue in active employment, in preference 
to accepting either of those contingencies. 

" 6. ±*re8uming, however, that his Excellency is to regard you as a 
candidate for Government employment, I am directed to say that, 
although the governor has been most careful not to allude publicly 
to any charges pending against you, and with which, owing to his 
recent absence from town, he was unacquainted till you had ceased 
to be amenable to his authority and could not be called on for 
your defence, it becomes his duty now, before he can consider you 
entitled to his confidence, to require from you explanations of at 
least some charges affecting your veracity. 

"6, I am therefore desired to enclose for your information 
copies of two letters, one from Inspector Beid, of the metropolitan 
police, and the other from Mr. Hutton, late inspector of the same. 
Those letters are addressed to the commissioner of police, and the 
writers complain that, when giving evidence before a select com- 
mittee of the Legislature, you availed yourself of the opportunity to 
make ' gross misstatements ' in regard to the mode in which those 
officers attended to their duties, and also that you conveyed to the 
committee a false idea of the attention paid by yourself to your own 
duty of inspecting the beats at night. 

** 7. The governor expresses no opinion whatever on the enclosed 
correspondence ; he simply avails himself of the earliest legitimate 
opportunity of placing it before you, that you may either make 
good your statements, or give such other explanations as you 
choose to advance on the subject. 

'*8. As Inspector Eeid is still in the public service, and for 
sixteen years has borne an irreproachable cnaracter, he has a clear 
right to call on the Executive to investigate the truth of statements 
made by you to his disparagement, and since then extensively 
circulated ; in fact, he has no other possible means of obtaining 
redress. Every principle of justice and fair play requires, therefore, 
that before undertaking to find any * suitable employment ' for you, 
the governor should be in possession of your reply to the direct 
charge advanced by Messrs. Reid and Hutton against your 
veracity. ' 

" I have, &c., 

" Oliver K. Richardson, 

" Pro Colonial Secretary. 

"Alexander Tolmer, Esq., J.P." 

" Police Station, Adelaide. 
" Sir, — ^I have the honour to bring before your notice the unjusti- 
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fiable maimer in which Mr. Tolmer, in hii eridesace heian the 
•el#et committee, has indulged in the gnmett wiaKtatemenAm m to 
the perfbrmanee of their duties hj t£e inneetofs of foot polifle. 
HaTinff nndentood that Inspectxv Hottcm nas addrcired joa on 
the toDJect in detail, it maj perhaps be iiniiarMSir/ lor ma to go 
orer the same groond agam ; bat I beg to reeoid iot oomridioii 
that nearly the whole of Mr. Tolmer's eridenoe wool^ if inqniied 
into, be found totally inconsistent with fact. I beg also to states 
that I feel much hurt at the general tenor of Mr. Tolmer s evidenee 
relative to mj particular duties. I have now nearly eompleied 
sixteen years in the service, and can with confidenoe refer to the 
whole of the commissioners whom I haye had the honour of serfing 
under, as to my conduct and application to the duties of the 
Tarious grades in which I have been placed. 

" I have, Ac, 

"W.Reid, 



*s 



** To Major Warburton, Comnussioner of Police." 

** Police Office, Adelaide, 

'* February 1201, 1SS6. 
"81R, — Mr. Tolmer having, in his evidence before the Select 
Committee on the Estimates, now published, made many atatemsiitf 
with regard to the metropolitan inspectors of police^ altogether 
inconsistent with fact, and calculated to ijQJiure them in the eetima- 
tion of his Excellence the Grovemor-in-Cmef, I have the honour 
to request you will allow me to put forth a counter-statement, in 
which, from official documents, I can prove the feilsity of lus 
assertions. 1 would premise, that from his replies to questionB 
3381, 338:5, 3384, 3398, 3399, 3400, 3401, it is evident Mr. Tohner 
has not attempted to ascertain the specific dutdes of each inspector, 
and in fact is utterly ignorant of the way in which they pass their 
time. In questions 3361, 3377, and 3406, the superintendent 
informs the committee that he has been in the habit of visiting 
the beats night and day, and that from his observation no inspector 
is on duty at night-time. I bej^ to state that on reference to ^ 
Morning Htate Book, in which are recorded all visits by the 
supiirintendent and in8])ectors, I find the latter, during the year 
1855, have visited the station during the night watches (i.e. m>m 
six p.m. to six a.m) seven hundred and sixty-two times, against Mr. 
Tolmer's twenty-nine. The beats, moreover, are visited in most 
cases before and after visiting the station. Mr. Tolmer has visited 
the beats thirty -three times in the year. It would have been 
a singular chance if Mr. Tolmer had fallen across an inspector, 
talfinjf into account the size of the town and length of the beats, 
eHpecially when I describe the manner of his visits, which are 
tnoHt inaptly termed so. On one occasion, coming from a friend's 
house he met the patrol on the south part of the town, and 
directed them to report that he had visited the beats. One 
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evening he was passing the Gk>yemment offices with Mrs. Tolmer. 
He told the man on dnty there to report he had visited the beats. 
On another occasion, meeting the sergeant on dntv casnaJly, 
he told him to report he had visited the beats ; bnt this comine 
to the ears of tne senior inspector, the entry was cancelled. 
Other instances of a similar natnre might be brought forward 
oat of these thirty-three visits in the coarse of the year; and 
vet Mr. Tolmer asserts there is no inspector on daty at night-time, 
oecanse he never met one. Qaestions 3410—3412 : these daties 
are always performed by the senior inspector. Question 3411 : 
Mr. Tolmer should know that one of the inspectors always attends 
to inspect the six p.m. watch goins 6n duty. I would likewise 
beg to observe, that the superintenaent has never taken any part 
of the town duties in the way of assisting the inspectors oy his 
advice, or aiding in any other manner, except that he appears 
usually on the scene of action at fires* Question 3361: Mr. 
Tolmer has never visited early in the morning, or, in fact, from 
midniffht to six a.m. He saw the Grenfell Street man one morning 
at half-past one a.m., and ordered it to be reported. I am pre- 
pared to prove the statements that I have above made, and can 
only re^et that bitterness of spirit and vindictive feeling should 
have induced Mr. Tolmer to cast aside all scruples on the score of 
veracity, and indulge in assertions the falsity of which, fortu- 
nately however, there is no great difficulty in unmasking. 

" I beg, sir, you will do me the justice to lay the foregoing before 
his Excellency the Govemor-in-Ohief, in order that he may be 
able to judge of the opportunities the superintendent has had of 
forming an opinion as to the amount of duty performed,^ or 
efficiency of the foot inspectors. 

" I have, &c., 

"W. M. HUTTON, 

" Inspector. 
" The Commissioner of Police.'* 

In the Legislative Council, on Wednesday, April 2nd, 1856, Mr. 
Reynolds presented the following petition ^om Mr. Tolmer, late 
superintendent of police; received, read, and ordered to be printed; 
which was : — 

"The memorial of the undersigned, Alexander Tolmer, late 
superintendent of the police of the said province, — 

" Humbly showeth, — 

" That, on or about the 6th February lasc, it was intimated to 
him by the commissioner of police, under instructions from the 
Government, that the office of superintendent would i>e abolished. 

"That your memorialist thereupon addressed a letter to the 
commissioner, requesting him to forward to his Excellency the 
Govempr-in-Chier his application for the office of senior inspector 
in the mounted police, which said application was returned to him 
by the commissioner. 
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** That, tnbseqnentl J, a pablic meetiiigwas lidd at the Ezduucer 
which resulted in a niiemorial to his EzoeUenej, leqneatiiig uie 
re^pointment of joor memorialist to the olBee of aoperifitendent 
or some other tnitable emplo3rment. 

^ That his £xcellene]r» in replying to the depotatioii appointei 
at the public meeting, intimated that he conceived it due to your 
memorialist to state that the office latelj held bj him was simplj 
abolished, and that, not having received any notification. <tf ms 
Excellency's displeasure at any part of his conduct, entitled him 
to his Excellency's public declaration to that effisct; for iliat yonr 
memorialist stood in a position entirely different from that di a 
public servant who had been dismissed ; and his Excellency farther 
added, that if your memorialist sought public employment he was 
invited to do so without delay. 

''That in consequence of the forcing &TOiirable ey r eas i on» 
your memorialist renewed his application lor the of&ot of inapector 
on the 20th ultimo, at the same time pointing out hia neceMotooi 
circumstances. Beceiving no reply to your memorialist's applica- 
tion up to yesterday, be addressed a second letter to his Excellency^ 
referring him to his former communication, and stating that being 
still without a reply he solicited to be placed upon the snpenmnua- 
tion list. 

''That on the same day your memorialist received a l^ter 
from the hon, the colonial secretary, enclosing two commnnica* 
tions, one from the late Inspector Hutton, dated February 12th, 
1856, and the other from Inspector Beid, without a date, pruning 
against your memorialist the charge of having given falae evidence 
before a select committee of your Honoura^k House, and inti- 
mating his Excellency's disinclination to find any suitable employ- 
ment for your memorialist until the charges therein adv^oced 
were r«plie<I to. 

'' Your memorialist believes and respectfully submits that the 
appointment of a select committee by your Honourable House to 
inquire into the police department, in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the Select Cfommittee on the Estimates, would be the 
only means of thoroughly investigating these charges and other 
matters affecting the diHcipline of the police department. 

" Your memorialist therefore prays that a select committee of 
your Honourable House may be appointed accordingly to inves- 
tigate; the same. 

" And your memorialist will ever pray, &c. 

'' AUSXAVDEK TOUCES. 

"^i>n71«^1856." 

" North Adelaide. 

" Afr'a 2nd, 1856. 
" RiE, — I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dHiiid !5lHt ultimo, enclosing two letters from Messrs. Beid and 
Hutton, preferring against me the charge of having made ' gross 
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misstatements ' in giving evidence before the Select Committee of 
the Legislative Oonncil on the Estimates, and intimating that yon 
have been instructed by his Excellency the Govemor-in-Ohief to 
state, that until the allegations contained in the communications 
referred to were satisfactorily refuted his Excellency was disinclined 
to find employment for me in the public service. 

** In reply I beg most respectfully to state, that the accusations 
made by the individuals in question are malicious and false ; and 
that feeling perfectly confident that the proceeding is an organized 
conspiracy to ruin my prospects, I have resolved to throw myself 
upon the protection of the Legislative Council, and with that view 
have addressed a memorial praying that a select committee may be 
appointed to inquire into t£e present and other matters connected 
with the police service ; the result of which will doubtless satisfy 
his Excellency that 1 have been cruelly wronged. 

" 1 have, &c., 

"Alexander Tolmes. 

" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 

Li reference to the foregoing the Register of April 3rd, 1856, has 
the following sub-leader : — 

" Mr, Tolmer*8 case, — The following correspondence, to which the 
memorial presented to the Legislative Council by the late superin- 
tendent of police refers, has been sent to us for publication. We 
reserve comment until to-morrow. 

" On the 1 9th of March last a deputation apjjointed at a public 
meeting in the Exchange waited on the governor with an address 
calling attention to Mr. Tolmer's case. The deputation was 
courteously received, and told that the public were quite mistaken, 
and did Mr. Tolmer a great injustice m stating that he had been 
dismissed from the service, and nothing of the sort had been done ; 
that his office had been abolished, and that Mr. Tolmer had not 
been retained in the public service simply because he had never 
applied to be so retained. The deputation went away satisfied and 
reassured. They did not narrowly scan the reply to their address, 
to see whether it afibrded openings for evasions or gave an oppor- 
tunity to * keep the word of promise to the ear and break it to the 
hope.' They interpreted the reply to mean that the governor 
would favourably consider any application from Mr. Tolmer for 
reinstatement in the public service. Mr. Tolmer took the same 
view of it, and without a day's delay applied for the office of 
chief inspector of police, or some other suitable employment. 

"Eleven days afterwards, the application having been in the 
meantime renewed, Mr. Tolmer received a reply to it. This docu- 
ment was published in our columns yesterday, and has no doubt 
been perused by our readers, as it was by us, with feelings of con- 
siderable pain. It is not straightforward ; it is inconsistent with 
itself, and inconsistent with the previous reply to the address of the 
deputation. Its perusal creates an unpleasant impression that the 
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ffovemor wishes to get rid of Mr. Tolmer, and not Hkine boldly to 
do 80, for fear of the anpopolaritj it might entail, is bringing it 
about by indirect methods. The reply says, ' his Excellency wonld 
regard the police as the natural field for employing you, because 
your long service in that force would, under ordinary circumstances, 
give you a claim paramount to^ that of any junior officer/ Then- 
why was not this ' paramount claim ' recogmzed, and Mr. Tolmer 
kept in his ' natural field ' when the reductions in the force were 
made? Why were 'junior officers' retained when senior officers 
were sent to the rightabout P Was it because the * circumstances ' 
which caused Mr. Tolmer's suspension were not 'ordinary,' but 
were extraordinary ? If so, why was not the deputation candidly 
told as much ? Why were they not informed that though by tlie 
ordinary rule junior and inferior officers would be dismissed first 
whenever a reduction was made in an establishment, yet, in 
Mr. Tolmer's case, * extraordinary circumstances * prevented that 
course from being followed out. Nothing of this, however, was 
stated. 

**The reply further states that his 'Excellency Has more than once 
recently noticed a want of discretion and temper in your mode of 
conducting your share of the general and more ordinary routine 
duties of tnat department, and he therefore doubts whether your 
return to the force at present would advance its discipline or 
efficiency.' When were these defects noticed? Not smce Mn 
Tolmer's retirement certainly, for there has been no opjportunity 
for it. It must have been previously, and therefore prior to the 
address of the deputation. Then why was not the deputation 
frankly told that his Excellency had noticed these defects of tem- 
per and discretion, and that on that ground it was inexpedient to 
reappoint Mr. Tolmer ? Why was Mr. Tolmer left to apply, and 
even induced to apply, when the governor, as it now turns out, had 
already made up nis mind that the police force was more efficient 
and better disciplined without Mr. Tolmer than with him, and 
therefore was not the natural field for him P His Excellency dis- 
suades Mr. Tolmer from falling back on the Superannuation Fund, 
yet he positively refuses to reinstate him m the police. He 
requires satisfaction before regarding him as eligible for any em- 
ployment, and he gives no promise of an appointment if that 
explanation is ever so satisfactory. If Mr. Tolmer follows the 
advice given him, he will lose his chance of any retiring pension. 
The Superannuation Act will probably be repealed altogether in a 
short time, and if Mr. Tolmer suspends his application till the 
governor has made up his mind, he will be left m the lurch alto- 
gether, without either place or pension. It is now or never as to 
his chance of getting anything under the Superannuation Act. 

*' The charges brought against Mr. Tolmer are trumpery in the 
extreme. Mr. Tolmer cannot be admitted as eligible for any office 
so long as Inspectors Reid and Hutton deny the truthfulness of 
his evidence before the select committee. He is assumed to be 
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guilty of f alseliood, and treated as guilty till he chooses to sub- 
etantiate his innocence. He, an old and tried pnblic servant, is 
not allowed the consideration accorded to the commonest prisoner 
of the Crown. He is made to suffer, not "f or a crime, but for an 
accusation. These letters, too, it should be observed, are dated 
respectively February 12th and 13th, or more than a month 
before the deputation was received. The r^ly intimates that the 
governor had not seen them. Why not P Had the commissioner 
of police not forwarded themP Had he detained them for five 
weeks P Was he so oblivious of the dispute between himself and 
Mr. Tolmer as to have overlooked them P This requires explanation. 
We cannot blame Mr. Tolmer for appealing to the Legislative 
Council. It is evident that he has ^otninj? to hope for from the 
governor. There are influences at work fatal to his re-appoint- 
ment. It would have been kinder and fairer to have told mm so 
at once instead of deluding him with false hopes. The Council 
can hardly disregard Mr. Tolmer's appeal. The satisfaction of the 
public requires that the management or mismanagement of the 
police force should be inquired into, and these private quarrels and 
private partialities which have disorganized the force should be 
exposed, and, if possible, put a stop to." 

To i:HE Legislative Council. 

A^l 4th, 1856. 

Mr. Blyth presented the following petition from 228 inhabitants 
of this province praying for the abolition of the office of commis- 
sioner of police, and the reappointment of Mr. Tolmer as super- 
intendent :— 

" To the Honourable the Legislative Council of South Australia. 
The memorial of the undersigned inhabitants of the province 
respectfully showeth, — 

" That in the opinion of your memorialists, when the financial 
state of the colony requires economy reduction should begin with 
juniors in the service and not with seniors, and retrenchment with 
large expenditure instead of small ones, especially in the police 
department, where, in three years, from 1852 to 1865, the expendi- 
ture seems to have unaccountably risen from less than lOfiOOL to 
nearly 50,000^., 10,000^. more than the whole expenses of governing 
the colony in 1846, without any corresponding increase in the 
population, which in 1853 was 78,000, and the cost 20,000Z., and in 
1855 it was only 12,000 more, and the cost of the police appears to 
have been 48,0001. 

** It is also the opinion of your memorialists that in this depart- 
ment a superintendent is indispensable to the discipline and 
efficiency of the force, and that the commissionership is only an 
expensive and useless appendage. 

" Your memorialists are further of opinion that a superintendent 
of police, aided by a pay or commissariat clerk, could discharge 
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every duty required to the efficient and proper management of the 
force; that the Executive could as easily communicate with a 
superintendent as with a commissioner. That the abolition of 
the commissionership, therefore, and a restoration of the super- 
intendent, with the appointment of Mr. Tolmer to the office, would 
not only be wise and economical measures, but the only ones that 
will give satisfaction to the colony. 

** Your memorialists beg it may be distinctly understood by your 
Honourable Council, that in thus candidly expressing their senti- 
ments on matters relative to the protection of their properties, 
their families, and their lives, they intend not one syllable of dis- 
respect to her Majesty's representative, whose expressed desire on 
all occasions is to govern according to the wishes of the people. 

" Your memorialists therefore respectfully pray your Honourable 
Council to take the subject of this memorial into consideration, and 
present an address to his Excellency the Govemor-in-Chief , recom- 
mending the abolition of the commissionership of police, the 
restitution of superintendent, and reappointment of Mr. Tolmer to 
the office, in order that the colony may still have the benefit of his 
valuable services and the Colonial Treasury the advantage of 
reduced expenditure consequent thereon." * 

The i)etition was received and read. 

** North Adelaide, 

" 4pri/ 6^, 1856. 
" Sm, — ^Adverting to my communication under date the Slst 
ultimo, and to your reply thereto, I would beg to be permitted to 
observe that I am at present in needy circumstances, and that as 
it is clearly evident there are influences at work fatal to my re- 
appointment in the public service, I have respectfully to request 
tnat my name be placed on the list of officers retiring under the 
provisions of the Superannuation Act, to date from the day the 
office I held was abolished, viz., March 1st, 1856. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alexander Tolmeb. 
" The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 

Not satisfied with getting me out of the police, and bringing 
trouble and pecuniary distress in my family, which compelled me 
to withdraw my sons from school, Major Warburton endeavoured 
to fix a charge against me of embezzling the sum of Zl. 8». 4(i., — I, 
who had been entrusted (without responsibility) with gold-dust to 
the value of thousands of pounds at the Victoria gold-fields by 
South Australian diggers for remittance to their families ! The 
idea is incredible, but such was actually the fact, as will be clearly 
seen by the following correspondence : — 

** Police Commissioner's Office, Adelaide, 

«^;)W2 9^^,1856. 
** SiK, — Application has been made by Mr. Jennings, of the * Sir 
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Jolm Franklin Hotel/ at Kapunda, for the sum of Zl, 8*. 4i., stolen 
from him in September, 1862, by a man named Martin Hagen, an 
escaped convict from Cox's Creek. The above snm was found in 
notes and orders, on the person of Hagen, when apprehended ; he 
escaped out of the cell at Kapunda, and was never brought to trial 
for the robbery, though afterwards apprehended under my orders 
on the charge of being illegally at large. 

** The money was at first lodged in the police-station at Kapunda, 
and P. C. Walker, when delivering over charge of the station in 
November, 1862, to his successor (Corporal Hooker) informed him 
that the money had been sent to the commissioner. 

** The arrest of Hagen (alias James Grant) for the robbery is 
noted in the journals, the circumstance, therefore, would have come 
under your notice, but I find no record in the property-book of what 
became of the money. 

" I should feel obliged if you could furnish me with any informa- 
tion upon this subject, for communication to Mr. Jennings. 

" I have, &c., 

" P. E. Waebukton, 

" Commissioner of Police. 

" Alexander Tolmer, Esq." 

" North Adelaide, 

" April imi, 1866. 

** Sm, — In reply to your letter of yesterday's date, in reference 
to an application made by Mr. Jennings, of the * Sir John Franklin 
Hotel,' at Kapunda, for the sum of 3Z. 8«. 4d., stolen from him in 
September, 1862, by a man named Martin Hagen, I have to 
observe that in consequence of the overland gold escort and police 
duties devolving solely upon me about that period, great confusion 
prevailed in the department, and it is possible, therefore, that the 
entry in the property-book might have been overlooked by the 
clerk, and the amount placed in the iron safe at the foot police 
station, together with other moneys, which latter I have recently 
been compelled to pay over again. If, however, any receipt can 
be produced and the sum is missing, I must, of course, make it 
good, but I cannot recollect anything of the matter. 

" I cannot help remarking, however, that it is extraordinary that 
Mr. Jennings, whom I have seen several times, has never men- 
tioned the circumstance or applied to me for the amount. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alexander Tolmer. 

** The Commissioner of Police." 

" North Adelaide, 

"-4pnn2a,1856. 
" Sir, — ^I do myself the honour to inform you that about the 
beginning of March I appHed to the commissioner of police for 
the salary due to me as superintendent, for the month of February, 



340 REMINISCENCES OF AN AD VENTURO US 

tanity, viz., that aflforded by the presentation of a very respectably 
and nameroaMl;^ Hi^ed memorial on voar behalf, to state, whilst 
rendering you justice us to the fact oi your not having been dis- 
missed from the police for misconduct as supposed by many, that 
' whenever you adopted the straightforward course open to yon of 
stating your wishes to himself as nead of the Executive, yon wonld 
learn exactly what your prospects of employment were, and would 
also be told whether there were any, and if any, what preliminary 
exnlanations to be given of any part of your previous conduct 
before being readmitted to the public service/ 

'* 7. The explanations alluded to as likely to be required, were 
those connected with the charges of Messrs. Beid and Untton, 
his Excellency in Council, having previously decided to require 
those explanations, and no other. That reply led to an application 
from you for readmission to the police, or some other suitable 
employment, beiog exactly what the memorialists had asked in 
your behalf. In auHwer to that application, you were informed 
that the governor declined to readmit you to the police, but si 
the same time preferre^l seeing you continued in active emplormeDt 
to accepting either a retiring i>ens]on or compensation for loss of 
office. Whilst, as a previous condition, he required exjjlanatums 
of Messrs. Eeid and Iiutton's charges. 

" 8. The letters of those gentlemen were enclosed for toot 
information, without note or document. They were such as led the 
governor to anticif/ate that the natural impulse of a generous 
mind would have led a person, whose veracity and fair dealing 
were directly iinpujrne<l bv his brother officers, to have promptlr 
either establiHhed tne truthfulness of his assertions, or have frankly 
made such re[>aration as he could. Al>ove all, his Excellency could 
not have expected tliat y^/u would have applied for office in the face 
of a warning that certain explanations would be retjuir^, and, 
nevertheless, the moment they were demanded have snrunk with 
strange inconsistency from immediate investigation of your 
conduct. 

" 9. Such, nevertlieleHs, was actually the course you pursued* 
Without even acknowledging the rec<;ipt of the letter you received, 
you appealed from the Executive, at whose hands you bad sought 
office, to a legislative Uxly, to investigate the very general topici 
involv^ in ' those charges, and other matters connected with the 
discipline of the jxilice force.' 

"10. Since then you have return^ to the Executive, not to 
vindicate your character, but to solicit a pension in lieu of the 
active employment which his Excellency liad stated he prei^ned 
giving you. 

"11. From the above facts, known to all the members of the 
Government, the governor infers that if an influence 'fatal to 
your employment ' has l.»een at work, as you allege, it has been an 
influence exerted solely by yourself. You alone have deprived your* 
«elf of an honourable post, which now awaits the acceptance of 
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another; but which his Excellency, on the same day that you 
received the letter of the 31st ultimo, from this office, announced to 
the members of the Government his intention of conferring on you, 
if enabled to do so by your dealing satisfactorily with charges 
which the governor could not have ignored without injustice to 
others, and possibly, as most honourable minds would feel, without 
injustice even to yourself. 

** 12. In now closing this correspondence, the governor, though 
regretting that you should yourself have defeated his favourable 
intentions towards you, regrets still more his being thereby pre- 
vented from evincing his appreciation of the creiutable feelmgs 
which, remembering your past services only, had prompted the 
respectful memorial addressed to him on your behalf. His Ex- 
cellency nevertheless feels, as all who know the simple facts must . 
feel, and as even your best friends, when those facts are known, 
will perhaps also feel, that such regret is much diminished by the 
extraordinary and ill-advised course which you have so deliberately 
chosen and wilfully pursued. 

" I have, &c., 

" B. T. FiNNiss, 

"Colonial Secretary. 

" To Alexander Tolmer, Esq.*' 

I would ask the reader if the terms of the foregoing letter were 
not enough to excite feelings of the deepest indignation in any 
man to wnom they were addressed P In one passage it distinctly 
charges me with naving expressed an apprehension— with stating 
what was not the truth. 

I would ask anv disinterested person who had read the evidence 
taken before the Select Committee on the Estimates, published in 
the public journals of the day, to sav that influences were not at 
work fatal to my hopes of public employment. I consider my case, 
from beginning to end, as one of the most shameful persecution. 
No one can read the report of the Select Committee of the Legis- 
lative Council appointed to inquire into and report upon the con- 
duct of the police force, together with the minutes of evidence and 
appendix, ordered to be printed. May 21st, 1866 — ^no one can read 
the correspondence published in the papers, without coming to the 
conclusion that there was a determined persecution, to compel me 
to resign my appointment of superintendent ; failing which, it was 
abolished on pretence of economy ; and subsequently, when allured 
by the Government to again offer myself as candidate for employ- 
ment in the police service, the most dastardly tactics were con- 
cocted by my enemies to prevent me from obtaining anything, by 
making use of " tools " to prefer frivolous charges against my 
veracity. I could, of course, have cleared myself of these im- 
putations, but I should not have been in a better position, because 
they would have raked up some other trumpery charges against 
me. « 

VOL. IT. 
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In justice to the Hon. B. T. FinniM, howerer, 1 am bound to 
state, that a« Colonial Secretary, siffning this bitter letter uid others 
of a similar condemnatorj nature, he was only the mouthpiece of his 
Excellency the Governor, and tiiat the sentiments expressed there- 
in were not his own honest conrictions and feehngs, because 
otherwise they wonld be inconsistent with the following flatterinjB^ 
testimonial, which I received from him on the occasion of his 
leaving the police : — 

" Colonial Treasury, Adelaide, 

"J&ecem6ejr 3*^,1847. 
" SiK, — ^At your request I have much pleasure in writing this, 
to bear testimony to your character and conduct during the time I 
was at the head of the police department, namely from April, 1843, 
to April, 1847. I alwajs considered that your character would 
bear the strictest investigation for steadiness of conduct, with zeal 
in the discharge of your duties,' regulated by integrity and high 
principle. 

'* I am, &c. 

" B. T. Fimriss. 
** To Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

" Inspector of Mounted Police." 

With reference to the Government letter referred to, I extract 
the following from a sub-leader of the Reffisier : — 

" It is quite clear that Mr. Tolmer will get nothing by maJdnp 
formal applications for appointment; he will only waste his 
stationery and his temper. The governor does not mean to do 
anything for Mr. Tolmer, and never did. There are other persons 
in the Government service who dislike him, and to whom the 
preference is given. We are sorry for it. To say the least, it is an 
unfortunate exercise of patronage; but as the governor can do as 
he likes with. regard to appointments, the public must serve Mr. 
Tolmer in another way. It is some consolation to reflect that 
in a year or two the exercise of patronage will cease to be irre- 
sponsible. Appointments can all be canvassed then, and those 
who give away situations can be brought to account if they abuse 
their power and damage the public service by making sycophancy 
instead of long service a title to reward." 

On the motion of Mr. Reynolds for the appointment of a' select 
cominiitce of the House of Assembly upon my petition to inquire 
into tho maimer in which the police force had been conducted, &c.t 
a most TiiijuHt and unwarranted attack was made against me by 
the Oovoniincnt, which called forth the following comments from 
the Ifrf/isfrr on May 1st : — 

" We have no wish to extenuate any faults that may fairly he 
chargeable upon Mr. Tolmer, nor to magnify unduly his proper 
claimH upon public consideration; neither had we any intention 
of again discussing the merits of the dispute between Mr. Tolmer 
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and his superior officer in tbe police force ; bnt the extraordinary 
attack made by the Government upon the ex-superintendent in 
Council yesterday induces us to write a few lines on the subject. 
On the fitness or unfitness of Mr. Tolmer to exercise command in 
the police force, we shall not enter; but of the fact that Mr. 
Tolmer has been degraded, insulted, and persecuted by his superior 
officer, there cannot be a shadow of a doubt. The public are too 
well acquainted with the numerous instances in which Mr. Tolmer 
has been the subject of offensive treatment, to admit of the pos- 
sibility of mistake on the subject. There are forms of procedure and 
rules of investigation of which even felons and other criminals are 
allowed full advantage ; but so far as Mr. Tolmer is concerned, 
whatever may have been his errors, and even had they been greater 
than his opponents allege, it is palpable that Mr. Tolmer has been 
dejjrived of all the ordinary usages of official courtesy, and treated 
as if no degradation could be too deep for him ; and equally clear 
is it, that it would have been preposterous for Mr. Tolmer to have 
sought justice at the hands of Major Warburton. The censures 
passed upon Mr. Tolmer for giving information to the Estimate 
Committee relative to police matters can neither be explained away 
nor forgotten, and the suspension of Mr. Tolmer by Commissioner 
Warburton is only the more condemnatory when taken in con- 
nexion with the statement of the advocate-general that that 
suspension was illegal We should like to know whether Major 
Warburton has been called to account for illegally suspending an 
officer in the public service. We have no wish, however, to multi- 
ply censures, neither is it needful in order to procure justice to Mr. 
Tolmer. The Council have determined to appoint a committee to 
inquire into the whole management and discipline of the police 
force, and to that committee the claims of Mr. Tolmer will be 
submitted." 

Compliantly with the prayer of my petition to the House of 
Assembly, a committee was appointed, consisting of the following 
members: — Messrs. Eeynolds, Button, Forster, Kingston, aha 
Baker, who sat seven days, and only examined Major Warburton, 
from whom 468 answers to questions were elicited, when the inves- 
tigation abruptly terminated, without myself or any of my wit- 
nesses being examined : thus depriving me of the opportunity of 
clearly vindicating my impunged character, and the cruel treat- 
ment I had received at the hands of Major Warburton ; likewise, 
the falsity of the report of the " packea " Board of Inquiry, to 
which reference has been repeatedly made bv Gk)vemment as 
condemnatory throughout whilst at the head of the police depart- 
ment. 

The following is the report of the " Select Committee appointed 
to inquire into and Beport upon the Manner in which the Police 
Force has been conducted, and the disputes which have taken place 
between the commissioners, superintendents, and inspectors 
respectively; with a view to detenmne what steps it may be desir- 

R 2 
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able to take for the future good and economical management of the 
police force, and to consider the memorial of Mr. Tolmer :*'— 

'' Your committee appointed a chairman on the 30th of April, and 
commenced the examination of the commissioner of police on the 
2nd of May. The evidence of that gentleman taken up to this 
time by your committee they now beg to lay on the table of your 
Honourable House, together with the minutes of their proceedings. 
Your committee would beg to call the attention of your Honour- 
able House to the following statements made by the honourable, 
the colonial treasurer, in his speech in connexion with the con- 
sideration of the Government memorandum, on Friday last : * I 
regret I cannot comply with the request (meaning the request of the 
Honourable Member for Mount Barker for the appointment of a 
select committee). I would prefer that the matter should be inves- 
tigated by a committee of tne House. I have seen so much sup- 
pression of evidence, and people on select committees having their 
minds so biassed, as to be scarcely capable of appreciating truth ; 
and I therefore prefer moving for a committee of the whole House 
to investigate this question before the public, and in the light of 
day, instead of adopting the Honourable Member's suggestion.' 
Again : * I will not even go into the examination of the commissioner 
of police. The evidence has gone before the country. Every one 
possessing a candid mind will see that the suppression of Major 
Warburton's evidence exhibits a desire to repress and smother 
truth.' 

** Your committee find that they cannot further prosecute theii 
labours, consistently with the duty which they owe as elective 
members to your Honourable House, and to the country, until the 
charges and imputations against select committees appointed by 
your Honourable House and against your Committee on the Police 
Force particularly, are unconditionally withdrawn. 

" A. FOESTEE, 

" Chairman. 
" 2\Bt May, 1856." 

With regard to the petition presented by Mr. Blyth, signed 
by 228 inhabitants of this province, praying for the abohtion 
of the office of commissioner of police, and my reappointment 
to the superintendentship, I may here add that that was like- 
wise shelved, as no action was ever taken to carry out the prayer of 
the petition. 

On the 24th of April, 1856, I received the following official 
letter :— 

** Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

" April 24>th, 1856. 

" Sm, — With reference to the second paragraph of my letter of 
the 16th instant, I have now the honour to inform you tliat, in com- 
pliance with your request of the 31st ultimo, your name has, by his 
Excellency the Governor's direction, been placed on the retired Hsi 
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from the 1st ultimo inclusive, with pension at the rate o£ 107^. 4«. hd, 
per annum, being two-sixths 01 the average annual salary drawn 
by you during the last three years. 

"Ihave, &o., 

" Oliver K. Richajldson, 

" Pro Colonial Secretary. 
** Alexander Tolmer, Esq. 

The following year, on the 22nd of July, 1857, 1 again petitioned 
the Honourable House of Assembly in the following terms :— 

" To the Honourable, the House of Assembly of the Province of 
South Australia, the humble petition of Alexander Tolmer, of 
Wellington, in the Province of South Australia, 

" Humbly showeth, — 

" That your petitioner joined the police force of this province 
on the 18th day of February, 1840, as sub-inspector of mounted 
police, and that your petitioner served the said force in various 
capacities from that date up to the 31st of February, 1856. 

" That during the period in which your petitioner was a member 
of the said force, your petitioner served the Crown dutifully, and 
was engaged in many arduous and dangerous services, among 
which, m the month of August, 1840, whilst under the command 
of the late Hon. Major O'Halloran, your petitioner by him- 
self swam across the Coorong river, at a place where it was from 
one to one and a half miles broad, in order to capture two of the 
native murderers of the passengers of the Maria, but finding them 
severely wounded, your petitioner re-swam the Coorong, when your 
petitioner's commanding officer approved of your petitioner's re- 
training to capture the said natives owing to the wounded state in 
which they were. And in August, 1844, your petitioner, with a 
detachment of police, after a toilsome pursuit of many weeks 
through the dense and prickly scrub of Kangaroo Island, captured 
the major part in number of a gang of bushrangers headed by 
Gilkes, a corporal in the 96th regiment ; and during August, 1848, 
your petitioner captured, on Yorke's Peninsula, Eogers, Rilley, and 
Ijynch, three celebrated bushrangers, who had been for a long time 
the terror of Van Diemen's Land ; and in 1849, your petitioner, aftei 
a long and arduous pursuit of three months through a country far 
to the northward and westward of Port Lincoln, then and still 
wholly unsettled, captured the natives who murdered Captain 
Beever ; and during the crisis in the affairs of the Colony in 1852, 
your petitioner suggested, and brought into active operation, the 
gold escort, and was for several months engaged in travelling 
therewith, on one occasion swimming his horse nineteen times 
^/Cross the overflowed Deep Creek in Victoria, recovering nine bags, 
containing 30,000^. worth of gold, which was in imminent danger 
of being swept away by the torrent, in consequence of one of the 
horses harnessed to the cart containing the gold being drowned. 
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and the cart itself lost; for which last-mentioned services the 
Legislature addressed his ExceUencj SirH. F. Yonng, then gover- 
nor of this province, requesting him to award yonr petitioner as a 
gp^tuity, lOOZ. ; which pratuity yonr petitioner unfortunately never 
received, inasmuch as his Excellency did not accede to the prayer 
of the said address. 

" That for the foregoing and numerous other services your peti- 
tioner has at different times received the special thanks of tiieir 
Excellencies Colonel Gawler, Sir Greorge Grey, Colonel Bobe, and 
Sir Henry Young, governors of this province ; and likewise flatter- 
ing and complimentary documents from the Honourable the Chief 
Secretary, the Honourable Major O'Halloran, Captain Dashwood, 
and other official personages, and likewise encomiums from private 

Sersons, and from the public press of the provinces, and from pnb« 
c meetings of the colonists. 

" That your petitioner, during one of his visits to Forest Creek 
in establishing the gold escort, was offered by the Victorian 
Government the post of commissioner of police, which flattering 
offer (although more lucrative than the one he held in this pro- 
vince) your petitioner declined, for the reason that your petitioner 
felt bound to the service in which he had been so long, and did not 
wish to leave the same. 

" That from the month of August, 1849, to the month of October, 
I860, your petitioner was acting commissioner of police and police 
magistrate. That in the month of January, 1862, your petitioner 
was again appointed to the office of commissioner of police and 
police magistrate. 

** That in the month of November, 1853, your petitioner was 
removed from the office of commissioner and made senior in- 
spector, which post he filled a few months, when his Excellency Sir 
Henry Young, with the advice of the Executive Council having 
created a new office of superintendent of police, your petitioner 
was promoted thereto, 

" lliat owing to certain reductions suggested by a committee 
appointed by the honourable the late Legislative Ot>uncil, the office 
of superintendent was on the 31st day of February, 1856, 
abolished. 

" That your i^etitioner was willing and desirous to remain in 
the service of the Government of tins province ; and if the office 
which your petitioner held had not been abolished, your petitioner 
in a few years would have been entitled, under the Act in that be- 
half, to the benefits to be derived from twenty-one years' service. 

" That your petitioner having been thrown out of employment 
by the abolition of the office which was held by your petitioner, 
and having no means of supporting a numerous family, applied 
to be reinstated in his former office of senior inspector, or to be 
employed in some other manner for which your petitioner was 
fit. ^ 

" That certain persons, enemies of your petitioner and inferior 
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officers, learning that yonr petitioner had so applied for employ- 
ment, brought against your petitioner charges affecting ms 
veracity, and in consequence thereof your petitioner memorialized 
the said late Council for the appointment of a select committee to 
inquire into the alleged charges made against your petitioner. 

" That your petitioner's memorial was taken into consideration, 
and the prayer thereof panted, and a select committee appointed ; 
but owing to the investigation having been suddenly brought to a 
close by circumstances over which your petitioner had no control, 
your petitioner has unhappily been unable to vindicate himself, or 
to show that the said charges were as your petitioner firmly 
believes, frivolous and untenable. 

''That in consequence of the many hardships, exposures, and 
privations to which your petitioner has been subjectea during his 
career in the public service, in often being without food for days ' 
togetheir, in having his horses tired out; in personal struggles 
with bushrangers, and natives, and other criminals ; in sleeping on 
different occasions for several consecutive weeks without shelter ill 
the depth of winter, in very flooded country; in swimming the 
Murray, Coorong, and other rivers at places distant from the 
habitation of civilized man; and by various other hardships, 
your petitioner's health and constitution has been seriously 
mjured, and your petitioner thereby rendered less able to maintain 
his wife and family. 

" Your petitioner therefore most humbly prays that your 
Honourable House will take his case into your most merciful con- 
sideration, and will present an address to his Excellency the 
Govemor-in-Ohief, praying him to initiate such proceedings as 
your Honourable House may deem necessary in order to grant to 
your petitioner the allowances and privileges to which twenty-one 
years in the service of the Government would have entitled him ; 
or that your Honourable House will grant him such further or 
other relief as your Honourable House may deem proper. 

** And your petitioner will ever pray. 

"Alexander Tolmer." 

Eight days after presenting the foregoing, my enemies, still 
moved by vindictive feelings, instigated the late Inspector 
Alf ord to present a counter-petition with a view of damaging my 
position, and to this end botn petitions were referred by the House 
of Assembly to a select committee, which resulted as I fully 
expected it would, i.e. in nothing to the advantage of either of us. 

The following is the petition of Henry Alford, dated July 30th, 
1867 :— 

The petition of the undersigned Henry Alford, late inspector of the 
mounted police, and now or Paynham, in the province of South 
Australia. 

"Humbly showeth, 

" That in the year 1837, before any police force was organized. 



<^, 



348 /REMINISCENCES OF AN AD VENTUROUS 

and at a time when fearful depredations were being committed bj 
a formidable body of bushrangers, your petitioner volunteered his 
service to the Government as a policeman, which was accepted. 
That from the year 1837, to the year 1853, during a term of 
sixteen years, your petitioner served in the force in the respective 
capacities of constable, non-commissioned officer, and finidly as 
inspector for five years, dating from 19th March, 1849, and durixu^ 
this long period of service was engaged in the most arduous ana 
hazardous pursuits, having been present at and instrumental in 
the capture of more than 150 of the most notorious criminals ; the 
first among whom was Morgan for shooting at the sheriff, at 
Encounter Bay, to which place your petitioner found his way on 
foot by the coast, and was nearly starved to death on the journey, 
which lasted three weeks, capturing on the same occasion other 
depredators. 

** That during the whole period in which your petitioner was 
engaged in the service, he penormed his duties to tbe satis&ction 
of his superiors, not only without censure or reproof, but with' 
their repeatedly exi)ressed approval, evinced by the testimony of 
the Honourable Mapr 0*Halloran, B. T. Finnis and G. Dashwood, 
Esqs., late commissioners of police, and C. B. Newenham, Esq., the 
late sherifi" of South Australia. 

" That in the month of October, 1853, your petitioner was com- 
pelled, in consequence of the insulting and intemperate conduct to- 
wards him of Mr. Alexander Tolmer, the then commissioner of police, 
to resign his inspectorship, and on the occasion of such resignation 
your petitioner preferred certain charges against Mr. Com- 
missioner Tolmer to his Excellency Sir H. E. F. Young, the then 
lieutenant-governor of the province, who appointed a board of 
inquiry consisting of the Honourable A. H. Freeling, the 
Surveyor-General, G. F. Dashwood, Esq., and Charles Bonney, 
Esq., to examine into the general state of the force, and particu- 
larly into charges laid agamst Mr. Tolmer by your petitioner and 
other officers of the force. The result of such inquiry with respect 
to your petitioner was a report to his Excellency that "with 
respect to Mr. Alford the board consider that the documents laid 
before them do not satisfactorily refute the allegations made 
against the commissioner of police, and therefore they can only 
conclude that Mr. Tolmer's intemperate conduct was the cause of 
Mr. Alford's resignation, as stated by that officer.' 

*' That Mr. Tolmer was, in consequence of this and other charges 
preferred against him, suspended. 

'"^Q-^.yottr petitioner was influenced in his resignation solely 

R iinpossibility of acting in concert with, and under the 

orders of, the then commissioner ; and your petitioner confidently 

refers to the report of the board of inquiry in justification of the 

^.'^^^opt^. Your petitioner also received from his Excellency 

^. E. F. ~5f oung, the then lieutenant-governor, a letter expressive 
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of his regret that your petitioner should be under the necessity of 
resigning his appointment after so many ]^ears of arduous service. 

"That your petitioner, without over-estimating the value of his 
services while in the police force, humbly conceives that under the 
circumstances detailed he is entitled to the favourable considera- 
tion of your House, and that his claim to a retiring allowance or 
pension is equally strong, if not stronger and greater, than that of 
many who have already retired upon such allowance, the more 
especially as your petitioner has spent the best of his days in the 
service, and his constitution has been much shattered and shaken 
by the necessary privations and hardships which he has under- 
gone whilst in the discharge of his duty, at a period when 
civilization and comfort in the colony were comparatively un- 
known. Your petitioner therefore humbly prays your Honourable 
House that you will be pleased to place such sum upon the 
estimates as a retiring allowance to your petitioner as shall seem 
to your Honourable House to be a sufficient and proper recognition 
of past services, or that your Honourable House will be pleased to 
take such measures as shall be most likely to secure to your 
petitioner the object he seeks to obtain. 

" And your petitioner will ever pray, &c." 

The following is a copy of the report of the select committee 
appointed to inquire into and report upon these petitions : — 

" With reference to the statements contained in the petition of 
Mr. A. Tolmer, your committee have to report for the information 
of your Honourable House, that after carefully reviewing the alle- 
gations set forth by the said petition, and after eliciting the best 
evidence thereon, your committee do not feel justified in advising 
any alteration in the existing provisions as made by a former 
Executive in favour of Mr. A. Tolmer; but your committee 
recommend that the sum of 100^. voted for gold escort service by 
a previous legislature be paid to Mr. A. Tolmer; and as to the 
petition of Mr. H. Alford, your committee have to state that after 
a careful examination of evidence submitted to them, your com- 
mittee are induced to recommend the case of Mr. H. Alford to the 
favourable consideration of your Honourable House. Whilst 
offering this opinion, your committee feel it their duty to state 
that they do not think it desirable in this case to make any 
allowance from the retuing fund, and thereby establish a prece- 
dent by which informal claims may be made upon that fund ; your 
committee, however, suggest that a bonus of 250Z. be awarded to 
the petitioner for past services, and in testimony of the approba- 
tion of your Honourable House of the good conduct of the 
petitioner before he was compelled to resign the appointment of 
inspector of police. 

** Your committee do not advise that the documentary evidence 
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laid boforo it bo printed, the greater part of it being already 
before your Honourable House. See Reports from the Boanl of 
Inquiry, No. 100, 1853, and of the Select Committee on the Police 
Force, No. 107, 1855-6. 

" Henrt AIildbed, Chairman. 
" ^h September, 1857." 

Although the result of the above inquiry neither benefitted 
Alford nor myself in a pecuniary point of view, the following two 
questions put to Alford are completely confirmatory of what 1 have 
previously stated as to Stuart*s misconduct being originally the 
entire cause of the cabals and ill-feeling which subsequently 
sprang up between the inspectors and myself. 

" 828. Do you wish the committee to understand that your 
desire was not to have anything to do with the misunderstanding 
between Mr. Stuart and Mr. Tolmer P — ^Yes. 

" 32i>. Before that circumstance occurred had everything gone 
on agreeably P — Yes ; during the whole twelve or tlurteen years 
we had been together everything had gone on well. We were 
inspectors tojfcthor five years.** 

I desire to point out especially, that the third, fourth, and fifth 
paragraphs in Mr. Alford*s petition contain a tissuo of mis- 
statements. 

If the reader will refer to my official letter of the 9th SoptemW, 
1853, he will see that it was I who applied for the appoint- 
ment of a boanl of inquiry to investigate certain charges I 
prefemnl against !Mr Stuart for reasons that I ^vas held respon- 
sible by the Government for his wilful neglect of duty, which 
resulted in liis Wing suspended, and subsequently dismissed the 
public serviots The ooloninl socn*t<vrv*s speech also in the House of 
Assembly* rejK^rted in the liOt^Uttr, iTovembor *Jlst, lB5i), confirms 
this allegation. 

There is not the least doubt in my o^vn mind (corroborateil by 

tlio reply to question 329) that Mr. Xlford had been for some time 

the tool of Stuart, who designiHlly dragged him into the nn* 

pleiisant ]H)sition he found liimself in with regard to myself, by 

advising him to resign, so as to make it publicly appt>arthat it was 

solely on account of my intt>mjH^mte conduct, and thus enlist 

sympathy. I am the mon> surprised that Alfonl should have so 

troaUHl me, n>membering that it was entin^ly through my repeated 

urgiMit rt^presentations that the latt> Mr. Dashwoml consented at 

last to a}>iHunt him to the post of inspwtor of mounted police, 

Want by the death of Mr, Oonlon; but like the lato luspcctor 

^«/<l , who was puuuotcd from sergeant of the metropolitan police 

•J ^nsp^'tor on my nHH^mmendation, by letter dateil from 

J^^l r^Ungton, \*^tb May, 18r>2, when proi^nnling on my last trip over- 

iW^#l to ci%tabUs\\ the gold escort, ho " viper like, stung the hand 

% tioir to oVo out an existonoc, I commenced trading 
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between Wellington, Milang, and tbe Goolwa with a small 
cutter, assisted by my son Horace, by bringing stores for the 
residents, and occasionally taking a cargo of wheat fropi Mr. 
Landseer's store at Milang to the Goolwa, The profits were so 
small, however, that I soon fonnd that it did not pay for the wear 
and tear of the boat and sails, and consequently relinquished the 
trade. One advantage I gained, however, was that I became 
quite expert at sailing a boat, which is indispensable in navigating 
Lake Victoria, on account of the numerous shoals, and rough sea 
when crossing it in bad weather. No one, unless experienced, can 
form any idea on such occasions of the dangerous " cross sea" met 
with on this lake when blowing strong from the south-west, which 
would swamp any boat unless decked and well handled. 

About this time a very worthy clergyman (the Eev. Mr. Eeid) 
came to reside at Wellington, and would persistently cross and 
recross the lake alone in a two-masted open boat. Although I 
repeatedly warned him of the danger he incurred, he seemed to 
have no fear, fully relying, he said, on the Almighty to protect 
him from danger, assured of assistance from above in prosecuting 
the good worK he had at heart, i.e., that of Christianizing the 
natives along the lakes and Coorong. One boisterous day, how- 
ever, July 21st, 1863, he left Mundoo Island to return home, and 
when a few miles off Point Pomonda some natives suddenly ob- 
served his boat capsize, which they quickly reported. Upon being 
informed of the sad catastrophe, I started in my craft to endeavour 
to find the missing boat and recover the body, in which I was 
assisted by several other parties, and after dragging the lake for 
two or three days, we found it near the craw-fish ground. The 
deceased had a tight hold of the weeds at the bottom, and conse- 
quently his feet were upwards. He was perfectly unrecognizable 
on account of the face being quite black and greatly swollen, so 
that it had the exact appearance of a native. There was no doubt 
of the identity, however, on account of the clothes and watch he 
wore. The iJoat was found stranded near the residence of Mr. 
Allan McFarlane, with the masts still stepped, and, as I fully ex- 
pected, the sheets made fast. An inquest was held at Wellington 
by E. C. Hughes, Esq., S.M.; but although the poor broken- 
hearted wife begged hard to be permitted to see her husband, she 
was not allowed, as it was justly thought that the shock would 
have been too much for her. It was in truth piteous to hear her 
lamentations. She, it appeared, had been engaged ten or twelve 
years to poor Mr. Eeid in England, and had only come out to 
marry him about six months before this lamentable event. 

Of all the guileless creatures I have ever met, I think he was 
the most ; and as the natives thoroughly understood him, it was 
amusing to hear the tales they used to relate of his attempts to 
Christianize and instruct them on religious subjects. One especially 
as characteristic of the cunning of the natives on the Coorong, 
and poor Mr. Eeid's simplicity, is the following : — During one of 
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hU periodical visitfl He rode up to one of the camps, at which a 
number of natives, young and old, were squatted, engaged cooking 
Nome Coorong mullet, a fish the most delicious and delicate in aU 
the Australian waters, especially when cooked as the natives do, i.e., 
on the embers, with the entrails kept in, which gives the flesh a 
juicy flavour. Having dismounted and approached the fire, he sat 
ciown amongst tbom and began talking. Shortly after, the fish 
l)oing cooked, the natives quickly helped themselves, and be^n 
outing. As they were doing so, Mr. Beid asked the question, 
" Who gave you that fish P " " Me catch'm," replied the one 
addroBHod. ** No,** rejoined he very solemnly, " God give you that 
lisli. (JikI give black fellow everything.** 

During tiiis short discourse quick, merry glances passed from 
one to nnothor of the group, not a word being uttered however. 
Aft<'r a little while (tantalized by the pleasant odour emitted from 
the (HM>ktHl lish, of which several still remained on the embers, and 
pnAwibly IVoling hungry as well), he then asked, ** You give me 
that llsh P ** to which no was quickly answered, " What for me you 
tUhP You ask*ni (Sod; him give you plenty.*' Whereupon there 
wft« a roar of laughter amongst the natives, amidst which two or 
thrtM^ tUh wore at onco thrust in his hands. 

Although the Government of the day considered it expedient to 
dwlino to award mo the gratuity voted, for reasons explained in 
\\\^ ooUu\ial 8oort>tary*8 letter, dated November 30th, tne subject 
waH again very oiui«idoratoly introduced in the House of Assembly 
iu ISV.) by tho lion. (I. 0. Hawker, M.P., who moved:— "That 
thiit houno will, on Wednesday, July 20th, resolve itself into a 
eouuulttot^ of the whole for the purpose of considering the motion 
I hat an addivMii Ih^ pn^aented to his Excellency the Governor-in- 
t'hiof. praying his Kxoellency to cause a sum of lOOZ. to be placed 
on the entiniates for the purpose of a gratuity to Alexander 
'l\»huor i\\x his servieea in carrymg on tlie gold escort between this 
0\\KuiY uu\l Viotoria* as recommended by a select committee on 
UNth HeptemWr. 1S:>7." 

*rh«» \un\, u\«»mWr remarked, quoting from the JJe^is^^, that he 

»houUl d««)Murt Cr\>u\ the usual course in such matters, thinking that 

\W H lUotAon of this kind it was better the house should discuss at 

twtWk >frU«Ui^r ihov woxild entertain the motion than that they 

■houM |i> into oi^mmitt*e and negative it. He would not have 

^ bl tK« matter but for the strong representations of Mr. 

*» Ml^ KeC\u« TOOviug ^<> ^<^ consulted 8eveTalTaftTa^^_Y^^ 

•M^t ^hw t:hi> »^l«et committ«« was ordered, ^^5.^>tox^^vap 

rt,ltti4*wiTbi>n.»emberhad stated W^oa^|^^^^^ 

^ HaoM««u<«tlYcameWfore t,\Le>^^^^^^^ 

TiMfinit WW? which wovkV^l 6'^^^^==^'^^^^^ 
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CHAPTBB XII. 

Exploring expedition to nortb-west ooAst — Sbeep^fiuuing — Crown Ltadi 
Ranger — Scheme for extingoifhing chimney iir ci Impeeting Bagcr 
— Vitits to Qovemment ^mie^Ladj Charlotte Baeon— Kj p fwa t 

poaition. 

I CONSIDER it opportune here to state that alxmt thi« tune tbe lata 
McDongal Stuart had just returned a second time from attempting 
to crosM the continent vi& the range I discoTered in 1842, haring 
been driven back in consequence di the hostilitj of the natifea 
As the public press announced that he was about to organize a 
third expedition, I forthwith went to town to offer mjsell to the 
late Messrs. J. Chambers and Stuart togo as second in command, 
which they gladly accepted, adding " That I was jnat the man 
they wanted, in case the party were again attacked bj the blacks." 

After being three weeks, at consi&rable ex|)en8e to mjtdf, tt 
an hotel and assisting to organize the expedition^ I caanallj met 
the late Sir Richard McDonnell in the street, who qnestiooed me 
as to my prolonged stay in Adelaide. Upon mj explaining, be 
laughed, and then said that neither Chambers nor Stuart intoidad 
to take me. 

I was so utterly surprised at this intelligence that for a moment 
I could not realize the fact; then, quickly forming a resolve, I 
informed his Excellency that I would myself organize an expedi- 
tion to start in opposition to Stuart in the race across the donti- 
neut ; and in oraer to raise funds, I would mortgage mj property 
at Norwood, and as the Legislature had just voted me 1(X)L as a 
gratuity for services rendered in connexion with the gold escort in 
1802, which only required his Excellency's approval I would add 
that Kurn to what I could realize on mortage and any other money 
I might \)Q able to raise by appealing to the public. 

Sir Richard then said he much approved my determination, and 
would as Hist me himself with hi,, for which he forwarded a cheque. 

I next submitted my proposal to the commissioner of crown 
lands (now Sir William Milne), who heartily entered into my views 
by agreeing that the Grovemment would charter a vessel to meet 
me on the north coast, besides assisting by lending me a number of 
pack-sarldles, cavalry swords, and other equipments, &c. But alas ! 
the expedition eventually terminated disastrously through the 
want of water, and unfavourable season for exploring, as will be 
seen by my journal kept on the occasion. I may here mention 
that the reward offered by the South Australian Government to 
the first person who succeeded to cross the continent from south 
to worth was 2000/., that reward was not the object, however, I 
sought X/) obtain in this venture. I flew at higher game, because 
had 1 succeeded in being the first to accomplish the feat, it was my 
inUmtion to go to England, and as I knew I could have relied 
upon the powerful infiuencc and support of the late Earl Beacons- 
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field and my old commandant, General Sir T. W. Brotherton, 
K.G.B., I have not the least doubt I should have been knighted by 
her Majesty, and obtained an important and lucrative appoint- 
ment under the Imperial Grovemment. 

The following is a copy of the journal I kept of my exploring 
expedition to the north-west coast : — 

Intuitively sensible of the vast advantages which must neces- 
sarily accrue to these colonies, especially to South Australia, 
should a practicable route be discovered across the continent to 
the north-west coast, I lost no time in offering to accompan}^ 
Mr. Stuart upon his next expedition, but after waiting about three 
weeks in Adelaide my services were rejected by Mr. Chambers. I 
then resolved at my own expense, combined with the assistance of 
my friends, to organize an expedition myself. I also addressed a 
letter to the commissioner of crown lands, soliciting aid in or- 
ganizing a party. In reply I received the subjoined letter : — 

" Crown Lands and Immigration Office, Adelaide, 

" AuQUBt 24>eh, 1859. 

** Sm, — I am in receipt of your letter of this day requesting an 
order to receive out of the Government stores the articles of equip- 
ment mentioned in your letter of the 11th instant, to assist you in 
fitting out an expemtion to cross tibis continent to the north-west 
coast. 

" In reply, I beg to inform you that as I understand it to be 
part of your scheme that the Government should send a vessel 
round to the north-west coast to meet your party on arrival there, 
I do not feel disposed to advise the Government either to incur the 
serious expense consequent on chartering a vessel for tliis purpose, 
or to lend you any surplus stores, until I am furnished with such 
detailed information in reference to the numbers, organization, 
and equipments of your party as will enable the Government to 
satisfy themselves that in these respects there exists no hindrance 
to a reasonable prospect of your success, and that the lives of the 
party are not rashly perillei The information I request is to the 
following effect : — 

** Leader of the party, name of ditto, strength of ditto, names and 
duties of each member ditto, number of horses, detailed list of 
provisions, medicines, and medical comforts, arms, ammunition, 
tents, means of carrying water, instruments, and all the other 
equipments inclusive of horseshoes, &c.; proposed point of de- 
parture from settled districts, proposed pomt of arrival on the 
north-west coast, when the vessel should be in waiting for you, 
when you will be prepared to start, by what signals you propose 
to communicate with the vessel on the north-west coast. 

" I have, &c., 

** William Milne, 
"Commissioner of Crown Lands, &c. 
" Alexander Tolmer, Esq." 
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To the foregoing letter I forwarded a commnnication, wHcb 
being satisfactory to the Grovemment, they at once agreed to 
furnish me with such articles of equipment as were left from the 
last exploring expedition, and at the proper time to send a yessel 
round to the nortn-west coast. 

On the 10th September the preliminary arrangements having* 
been completed, and some of my equipments having been forwarded 
per Marion to Port Augusta, I was enabled to despatch my party, 
with directions to make the best of their way to Clare, where I 
purposed joining them. Accordingly, on the 14th, I overtook the 
party, and found everything proceeding in a very satisfactoiy 
manner. 

On the 17th I obtained two useful additional horses at Mr. 
Bowman's station. Crystal Brook, a mare from Mr. Hawker, and 
another first-rate animal from Mr. Hughes. Mr. Swinden had 
given mo orders to obtain two horses on the road, but I was only 
able to get one. I subsequently got another horse from Mr. 
Haimes, making altogether twenty-one horses, being three less 
than the complement 1 originally intended taking, but as I saw but 
little chance of adding to that number, I resolved upon starting 
with what I had. On the 21st I wrote a letter to the com- 
missioner of crown lands, intimating my resolve to finally quit the 
settled districts on the 1st October. 

September 2Wi. — ^The equipments, &c., of the expedition having 
been completed, I finally quitted Mr. Thompson's station. The 
party consisted of myself, as leader, Mr. J. Brown (late chief 
officer of the Wee Tottie), assistant, D. Herrgott, collector and 
botanist, B. Shaw, formerly of the police, ',T. Litchfield, Trigger, 
Varley, Robson, and Buffalo, an aboriginal native of the Murray. 

Our supplies consisted of seven months* provisions on a reduced 
scale ; the party being, however, well armed, and furnished with 
ammunition, &c. Should we be fortunate enough to succeed in 
discovering a practicable road across the continent to the north- 
west coast, it would lead immediately to the establishment of a line 
of telegraphic communications with England; settlements also 
would naturally follow along the line. In short, the dangers and 
difficulties of crossing this mysterious interior, which has repelled 
rather than invited visitation, will vanish, and its glens and gorges 
bo tracked by paths of iron, and flying locomotives will thunder 
along its ridges before the expiration of many years. 

The horses appeared exceedingly docile and tractable at first 
starting, but had not proceeded more than half a mile when ShaVs 
horse commenced bucking, and threw him with violence on the 
ground, and so seriously injured him that he was rendered helpless. 
Several of the pack-horses then commenced bucking ; and as the 
men were unable to hold them, they started off like mad, kicking 
and smashing the packs, and scattering our stores aud equipments 
like chaff in every direction. Such a peSect wreck I never witnessed 
in the whole course of my life ; in truth, it was indeed pitiable to 
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witness such a complete destruction of property without any 
possible means of preventing it ! After having recaught the run- 
aways, and collected as many articles along the road and over the 
?lain as we could, I moved off again, and encamped in the bed of 
)epot Creek. I then sent back two men with pack-horses to bring 
up the saddle-bags which had been left torn and injured, but they 
only succeeded in finding a bag of biscuits, which they scraped up 
together, owing to the darkness. 

S&ptemher 30th, — Eose at daybreak and divided the party to go 
in search of the horses, which had strayed during the night in 
consequence of the feed being exceedingly scanty. Did not succeed 
in collecting them together before noon. Two of the men employed 
bringing up the packs and the articles left on the road overnight ; 
the rest of the party actively engaged repairing damages. It being 
too late in the day when the repairs were completed, I did not 
deem it advisable to start to-day. Two of the horses having thrown 
their shoes, I had them fresh shod. 

October 1«<. — Did not succeed in starting before eleven o'clock 
a.m., as so many articles required adjusting afresh. One of the 
party (Yarley) is totally inexperienced in the bush, and awkward 
m tne management of horses ; he is also inclined to be impertinent 
when spoken to, and consequently a source of anxiety. He may 
yet, however, prove useful to me. Travelled over some rough stony 
country covered with salt-bush. Did not reach Beda Hill before 
midnight ; the horses quite knocked up. Saw two of Mr. Swinden's 
men, who have been employed a considerable time digging wells, 
but unsuccessfully. They informed us that no water was to be 
obtained at Beda, and that the small supply which they had, had 
been conveyed in a dray ; there were also two of Mr. McDonald's 
men there with a dray and bullocks, but the latter had been three 
days without water. 

I may here remark, that it was my intention to have gone 
to Mount Serle and started finally from thence, but was 
strongly dissuaded by Mr. Herrgott from doing so, as he as- 
sured me that water was to be procured at Beda, specially as 
there was a thunderstorm, and heavy rain was observed to fall in 
that direction, on the evening of the 27th ultimo ; by adopting that 
course also we should save upwards of 200 miles, and ob&in a 
position in advance of Mr. Stuart, supposing even he had started 
&om Mr. Chambers' station a fortmght before us. Being fully 
sensible of the advantages to be gained by adopting the course 
referred to, I forthwith gave my consent. 

Passed a wretched night from anxiety about the horses. 

October 2nd, Simday, — ^Up at break of day searchiuff for water. 
Mr. Herrgott discovered about two gallons of thicK and very 
offensively-smelling water in an old preserved potato can, which had 
been left probably by Mr. Babbage ; of course, this discovery was 
very acceptable, as the scanty supply which we had brought was 
nearly exhausted. Seeing the necessity of adopting prompt and 

VOL. n. s 
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energetic measures to extricate the party frdm an exceedingly 
awkward dDemma, I gave directions for nineteen horses to be 
driven to Mr. Swinden's station, distant about fourteen mileSy 
where water was to be obtained, although brackish, and to return 
with them early the following morning. After partaking of a 
scanty breakfast, I started, accompanied by Mr. Herrec^t, for 
Pemetta Plains, to endeavour to find water, and thus enable us to 
push on our advance to the north-west. We started as lightly 
equipped as possible, taking with us a little tea, sugar, a few 
biscuits, and a canteen full of the muddy water referred to. I left 
Mr. Brown and one man in charge of the stores, ^., and gave him 
strict orders to keep a sharp look-out for the natives. We went off 
at a smart pace, but the heat of the day was so excessive, owing to 
a strong hot wind from the north, that our horses- were completely 
knocked up before we had proceeded thirty miles ; we were there- 
fore compelled to halt, and take shelter in a gully from the hot 
blast, and rest the poor animals. After refreslmig ourselves with 
a pannikin of tea, I remained in charge of the horses, whilst 
Mr. Herr^ott proceeded on foot to endeavour to find the element 
we were all so much in need of. * Seculez pour mievM sa/uter * must 
be my motto ! If, therefore, we do not sueceed in finding water, 1 
shall be reluctantly compelled to retrace my steps some distance, 
recruit the horses, and make a second attempt to cross the desert 
barrier intervening between Mount Serle and the good country to 
the north-west. 

Not a drop of rain appears to have fallen in this desolate 
and inhospitable re^on for months ! Not even a blade of grass is 
to be found anywnere. As I am now watching the horses, 
the hot wind is so violent, that it is with difficulty I can retain an 
erect position. My lips, face, and hands, also are painfully scorched; 
but there is not a bush at hand under which I can obtain shelter. 
Clouds of sand are constantly rising in the distance, impeding the 
line of vision, and adding, if possible, to the intense heat of the 
atmosphere. What a relief a heavy shower of rain would afford 
under present circumstances. I have observed that on the Murray 
when the wind is strong from the north in the morning, it generally 
shifts to the westward in the evening, bringing rain with it. God 
grant it may be the case here. I was informed by Mr. John Taylor, 
whom I met at Mount Eemarkable, that considerable rain had 
fallen and caused the creeks to flow copiously, in the far north ; of 
course I was of opinion from that circumstance that my start upon 
this long and tedious journey was exceedingly propitaons, mit 
alas ! how fallacious the information has proved; persons should 
}>e most guarded in imparting intelligence of this kind, for how 
easily the lives of a whole party might be sacrificed. At the 
present moment Mr. Herrgott and myself are distant from fifty to 
sixty miles from the nearest known water, and our horses com- 
pletely knocked up and unable to stir; the only water we have is 
about a pint and a half of dirty, muddy, ofiensive stuff, hardly 
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drinkable. However, as I record these passing tlionghts I am as 
sangnine as ever in eventually reaching the north-west coast of 
the continent. Three hours have now elapsed since Mr. Herrgott 
left me in search of water ; I therefore begin to feel considerable 
anxiety about him. 

Five o'clock p.m. Mr. Herrgott has just returned, having failed 
to reach the spot where he expected to find water. He reports 
that not long after he left me, the hot wind knocked him down and 
rendered him senseless for upwards of an hour ; when he came to 
his recollection he found that the wind had suddenly changed to 
the westward, to which fortunate circumstance he attributes his 
recovery. Made another pannikin of tea with the remainder of 
our store of water, and as the horses were somewhat refreshed with 
the change of wind, we started to return to the camp, which we 
reached at midnight. During the journey my mare fell with me 
several times from exhaustion. 

October ^d, — Found one of the horses missing, although hobbled. 
Seeing the distressed condition of my mare for want of water, I 
resolved to start immediately for Mr. Swinden's station, as the 
only means of saving her life, and it was also imperative I should 
send relief to Brown, Herrgott, and Erobson, as there was not a 
drop of water in the camp. Providentially, not long after I quitted 
the camp, I fell in with the well-sinkers' tent in a patch of scrub ; 
they most kindly supplied me with a pannikin of tea, and upon 
my making known to them the precarious condition of Mr. Brown 
and the other two men of the party for want of water, one of them, 
John Lawrence, started off immediately to their relief with a 
canteen full. From these men I learnt with dismay that Lake 
Torrens could not be crossed with horses with safety, and that to 
reach Mr. Swinden's station, it was necessary to follow round the 
margin of the lake, the distance being at least thirty miles. I saw 
at once how exceedingly perilous was my position, ovring to my 
knocked up mare ; at the same time, I could not help reflecting 
how exceedingly fortunate it was I had sent off all the horses the 
previous day whilst they had sufficient strength left to accomplish 
the journey. I felt also inexpressibly thankful and relieved in 
mind, that the men I was compelled to leave behind in charge of 
the stores, and equipments, &c., would not now be in need of water, 
although the supplv was limited ; but as the two well-sinkers pur- 
posed abandoning tneir camp, the store of water would with care be 
sufficient to last about ten days. I sent word by Lawrence to 
Mr. Brown, that he could not now possibly expect the horses to 
return for the stores as originally intendea, as they would most 
likely be knocked up, but that I should immediately upon arrival 
adopt means to obtain a dray to convey the stores to the nearest 
station. I especially desired Lawrence to caution Mr. Brown 
against the natives, who it appears not long since robbed Mr. 
McDonald's dray of three bags of flour, a quantity of suear, 
rice, tea, tobacco, and other articles, and likewise to give him 
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%Mi Mc^/Tzzct of tluf: rSiyj/VT of tlkflT ovs tern! l?j liie aailirw , lad 
<^tx*« c*2&st.':tT of wibVT vmdii tixT maJiiaoiishr t^Sh cmt cfliie ea«L 
HiiTirg rf^^^Lai ZDT mare irhii a cmiJl q[mii3atx of vater, I 



RVTznMd CT ;.o::rzi«T, b^ Lad wJl prooaeded far before I 
l^i'Jjf^ *yj ciK&9::r:t a&d lead lier, as she vac lxx> 'Wfmk. to 
Af>r tnLi'f:j}izi^ Skbcmt ten xnilec, I obBerred a figure aibout Ilie 
eezttre of it^ laJ^^ vhicli I at fim v>c>k to be a saSarv, but bj meam 
of zL-r V;I«^cope. I a^oertaJzKjd to be litdi&sLd xttnrxiixigto Beda 
Hili : if/r\^izi^vtlr hk Leard mr ** ooooe.^ and aocm afbervarda joined 
XErf;. H« {rare me ite moet 'd^iAoniblit aooonzit about i2ie boxaes; 
one L« rtav^d Lad fallen in the well and vaa HQed, and aerenl 



cnLerh not ezpecViTd Vj lire ; that tbere vas litlle valuer, and that 
little «zce«9dij::g]T brackish; and no feed obtainable vithin Hme 
zciil^i! of th« nation. We tben pushed on togdberp be leading and 
I driving; the nj^ire before me ; at last, tvo boars after aundova, 
ure reacL^ad the fcrtation, both of ns oompIeielT knocked xm — indeed, 
I am perfs^^.-tiv certain that had I not met Litchfield, who bappilj 
had a tfiuall oTi&ntitT of water in a canteen, I must ineritablT nare 
perifeh^ ; the mare's life also most hare been aaez^oed, as I eoald 
not yjtaiUy get her alon^ single-handed. About a mile from 1h» 
station, J found one of the horses dead on the road. I was siih- 
seoaently informed that when the poor aninsal fdl down from 
«rznaTif<tion, one of the men went off imnoediatelj to the station and 
brought back some water, bnt after drinking a small quantitj it 
t;xi/:r*A. What a catalogue of untoward disasterB to record, 
and J I. «'j';>j a brief k^paii^e of time too! and all through the over- 
fcaLguJLe erpeo-latiou of Mr. Herrgott at finding water; however, I 
Hincerely pi^y the jxx^r fellow, as he doubtless acted for the best 
I tnin aL'i Loj>Fe that a knowled^ze of the hardships we have 
exjyrrjenr;ed, aua narrow escape of our lives, will deter fatiue 
t ravel JerH from ever attempting to reach the good country beyond 
by way of Jiefla H iJ] , unleBK after heavv rains. Upon my arrival at 
the Ktatiorj, J met with the greatest kindness from all hands. Mr. 
Haundei-M (overse<-r X/j Mr. Kwinden) volunteered at once to proceed 
if J Air. Jiteep'H istation to procure a dray for the purpose of ertricai- 
ing my party from their unenviable position, and bringing up the 
st/^res and equipments, &c. 1 thantfully accepted bis generous 
offer, and he accordingly started. I directed Varley, Trigger, and 
the native }x)j (Buffalo), to avail themselves of the coolness of the 
night, and drive all the horses to Mr, Steep's station, where better 
feed and water were to be obtained^ Five horses reported missing. 
Octfjfjer 4^.— Felt a little refreshed this morning although ex- 
tremely weak and unwelL As my mare would not feed and 
refused the water offered to her, I requested Litcbfield to stert 
with her to Steep's station. Shaw remained with me, and after 
breakfast went to endeavour to tra<^ the tracks of one of the 
^OBT^ which had been missing since S-mm^y e'^e™^- ^® ^T^iu' 
"•wd about noon, greatly fatiira^^d and distressed with the 
•tthont having found her. I axaz^ inctoed to think, therefore, 
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that she has lain down in some thicket and there died. This 
additional loss reduces my stock of horses to seventeen. Towards 
the afternoon Litchfield returned having left the mare in a patch 
of excellent grass to recruit, as she was unable to travel any 
ferther. Late at night Mr. Saunders returned from Mr. Steep's 
station with very unsatisfactory news, inasmuch as he had failed 
to obtain a dray and bullocks. My rest was again disturbed in 
consequence. 

October 5th, — Started early accompanied by Litchfield and 
Shaw, to supplicate assistance £rom Mr. Steep myself. On the 
road thither we found my mare where Litchfield had left her the 
previous day, and took her on with us, but after travelling about 
two miles with great difficulty I was compelled to abandon her, 
completely knocked up; from the sunken appearance of her 
eyes and other unfavourable symptons, I despair at ever saving 
her life ; left Shaw in charge of her, promising to send assistance. 
Beached Mr. Steep's station greatly fatigued and much exhausted. 
Poor Litchfield also appeared much distressed, and although his 
boots were literally worn off his feet, not a murmur or word of 
complaint passed his lips. On arrival at the station, I at once 
saw Mr. Steep ; he received me most kindlj^ and hospitably, but 
regretted exceedingly that he could not assist me witn a dray, as 
his bullocks were all foot-sore, out of condition, and altogether 
unequal to the task of performing the journey to Beda and back. 
Most fortunately, however, I met Mr. William Burtt at the station, 
who, upon being informed of the exigency of the case, at once 
placed his team at my disposal and volunteered to accompany it 
himself. Procured Litchfield a new pair of boots from Mr. Steep. 
Sent Trigger immediately with a canteen full of water to Shaw, 
and directed him to proceed thence to Beda with a note to Brown 
acquainting him that I had at last succeeded in procuring a dray 
wmch would start forthwith to his relief; impressed upon nim also, 
the absolute necessity of keeping a strict watch night and day 
npon the water left by the well-sinkers at their camp, as their very 
lives, as well as the safety of the stores, depended upon it. 

October 6th. — Started Yarley upon one of the horses to en- 
deavour to recover those which had strayed from Mr. Swindon's 
station on Sunday night, and which were supposed to have made 
back to Crystal Brook. I also desired Litchfield to accompany Mr. 
Burtt to render assistance in bringing in the stores from Beda. 
Shaw arrived about ten o'clock a.m. and reported that my mare 
w^as dead. I regret to record that anxiety, sleepless nights, and 
loss of appetite consequent upon so many unfortunate reverses 
have seriously impaired my health ; indeed, unless I can possibly 
obtain a supply of horses to replace those which are lost, J shall be 
necessitated to abandon the enterprise. 

October 7th. — ^A mounted orderly arrived from Port Augusta 
being the bearer of the following despatch from the commissioner 
of crown lands :— 
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" Crown Lands and Immigration Office, 

Adelaide, September 29th, 1859. 
Sir, — In the hope that yon m^ not have staxted before the 
Marum arrives at Port Angnsta, I take the opportunity of for- 
warding you a cop7 of an article which has appeared in the Argw 
m r«foronco to exploring expeditions across tne Australian (con- 
tinent in which you will find allusion made to yourself and party. 
My object in forwarding it however, is that you may have an 
opiiortunity of reading the plan suggested in it by Mr. Galton, 
secretary of the Royal Geographical Society of Lpndon, to pene- 
trate arivl country so as to be able to fall back again with safety 
u)H7n supplies of food and water. 

** I take the opportunity of adding, that should yon find the &11 
of rain during the winter to have been so small as to render the 
wavou an unsuitable one for your expedition, and cause you to 
encounter ditRculties from the want of water, which would render 
it a matter of prudence to abandon the trip till next season, I tnist 
T\m will lo^e no time in communicating witnthe police at Angepina, 
in orvlor that the government may be made aware of the met as 
•\Hm a* powiblo, as if they should receive information to that 
offivt withiu three months of your starting from the settled 
di«»tr|cti«. thoy will K» able to avoid the unnecessary expense of 
•ending a vessel to the north-west coast. 

*• I have, Ac. 

"WiLUAM Mtlnz, 
'* Commissioner of Crown Lands, &c- 



** Alo\andor Tv^lmer. Esq. 
'* IVrt Augusta;' 



The cxwssive heat v^f the weather continues from day to day 
without any a^^^H'aninco of change. The wind, which is from the 
^Hi'ttwanl iT\ ilio early |Hirt of the morning, generally draws towards 
tbo T\%'rtK at tuulMlay. The western side of Flinders Range at the 
present tmvc i* wiih'out exception the most barren, wretched place I 
evvv v\*U\M. cvory thing is parched and ¥rithered. In fact, I can 
ouly \\Mt»|xir\^ tUovvuutry to a broad dusty highway. Thermometer 
Iv^r ■ \w tl\o »UavU\ 

iV^t^.^vf' S'K — Mr. l^urtt returned with the vexing intelligence 

that hi» buUv^k» wvr« too(weak.and the heat too great, to accomplish 

th^ w\'tk Ke h*vi undertaken to perform. The only means which I 

tNM M^^w derm is to tend a« many of the best conditioned horses 

M INMkt^ A »trugMrl« i« ineTitaU^ to rescue the party and stores at 

^■ii^ «^ doSttksa CQtft me the lives of some more horses. 

n4 fkOM Beda with the w^oome intelligence that 

laaqll ^1^1^ ^i«U an.'^ in good spiiits. and that their 

^ ^"^ thtift a foi^niii^tVnfler. Yarley returned, 

ifdi hft^L litivjd ^^ Beda on the 

fMum lAj tiid&ngB whatever of 

^L^^Qorec^afii&a I gave him, he 
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would doubtlesB have found them at Crystal Brook, as two of them 
were obtained from there. I observed tnat the horse he himself had 
ridden had received a severe injury in the knee ; how it occurred 
he could not account. Had he fomented it with hot water? I 
regret to record that this young man is not the least trustworthy, 
clearly confirming the opinion Mr. Bentham Neales gave me of ms 
character before I quitted Adelaide. 

October 9th, Stmday, — As several of the horses required shoeing, 
had them shod ready for the journey to be attempted to-morrow. 
The whole of them vrith but few exceptions look wretchedly poor, 
and out of condition, owing to the great scarcity of food. Robson's 
boots being worn out, obtained a new pair. 

October 10th. — The horses were brought in early from the hills 
. this morning. I selected nine of the best, and as Mr. Steep has 
generously furnished me with four additional useful ones, I am 
inclined to think the feat of rescuing the camp equipage will now 
be accomplished. Trigger and Robson proceed in charge under the 
guidance of Mr. Burtt, who on the present occasion, has again 
volunteered his services. The party started at nine o'clock a.m., 
and were directed to travel all day and return as expeditiously as 
possible to the nearest watering-place during the night. Hestt 
very oppjressive and unfavourable for Uie journey. It being of the 
utmost importance for the safety of the four horses which Mr. 
Steep had placed at my disposal should be carefully hobbled and 
turned out in company with my own, I directed Yarley overnight 
to attend to this particular duty, but he neglected to do so, and 
sent two natives instead, and consequently the horses were not 
forthcoming when required. Addressed the following letter to the 
commissioner of crown lands, &c. : — 

" Warakimbo, October lOth, 1859. 
" Sm,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
courteous and exceedingly considerate communication under date 
29th ultimo, in reference to the plan suggested by Mr. Galton to pene- 
trate arid countries. In reply, I beg to stake that I have perused 
it with care, but I confess 1 do not at present consider the scheme 
feasible, in consequence of the great difficulty of procuring sufficient 
water for a whole party, and the number of horses which are ab- 
^lutely necessary upon a lengthened expedition, such as I am at 
the present time engaged upon ; however, I will not fail to give it 
my utmost consideration. 

** It is with much regret I have to acquaint you that since I 

quitted Kr. Thompson's station on the 29th ultimo I have lost four 

hOTses for want of water, and myself and party encountered some 

aimcuities and hardships in endeavouring to reach Stewart's Creek 

oy way of Beda HiU. Happily, however, I adopted prompt 

measures to retreat in time from that desolate and inhospitable 

sp^, and tHereby saved the party from imminent peril. I may 

"»re remarJc that I was induced to adopt the above route, first in 
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exchanging for a bay mare, now rendered perfectly nseless, in con- 
sequence of being near foaling, I proceeded thither on foot, to 
examine the animal. The day was exceedingly sultry for walking 
and very unpleasant, owing to the dnst and sand, which was ankle 
deep. Ever anxious and willing to afford me all the assistance in 
his power, Litchfield started off for Crystal Brook to endeayonr to 
find the missing horses. Supplied Yarley with a new pair of 
boots. 

October 25M. — I approved of Mr. Lowden's horse, bnt on mature 
reflection, owing to pecuniary circumstances, I did not think mjself 
justified in entailing any additional expense on the expedition, 
and consequently declined exchanging the mare for the horse. 
Towards evening there was every indication of heavy rain, but 
only a few drops fell, not even sufficient to lay the dust. 

October 26th. — Mr. Lowden lent me one of his horses, and with 
it I started for Mr. Hayward's station, to endeavonr to obtain some 
horses, distant eighty-seven miles. Eight a.m., the weather 
continues much the same, hot and sultry, with intolerable clouds 
of dust. Towards noon the wind shifted to the westward, and 
brought with it a refreshing shower of rain, which partly laid the 
dust and cooled the air. Beached Mr. Steep's station at five p.m. 
On arrival heard that Mr. Steep's mother had died during mj 
absence, and had that afternoon been buried. She was very infirm 
and had been ailing for a long time ; her age was eighty. In the 
evening, the Kev. Mr. Martin, resident in the district, read prayers 
and gave a very interesting and instructive discourse. He selected 
as his text, the 15th chapter 1st Corinthians. 

October 27th. — Forwarded all the stores and equipments, &c., to 
Hookana Creek in a bullock dray. At the solicitation of Benjamin 
Varley, I sanctioned his quittmg the exploring party, upon his 
entering into a written agreement, foregoing any share or shares of 
the profits expected to be derived from the exploration of the 
interior. After dinner, started for Hookana, on my way to Mr. 
Hayward's station ; arrived about five p.m. ; found Shaw and Herr- 
gott in occupation of a deserted hut on the bank of tHe creek. 
The horses looked as well as could be expected, the only feed being 
young reeds in the bed of the creek. 

October 2Sth. — What a surprising a:id extraordinary part of the 
colony this north country is. Not many days since, I lost five 
horses for the want of water, and at an early hour to-day, as the 
horses were quietly feeding in the bed of the creek, afreshBuddevlj 
came down and placed them for a time in imminent danger of being 
drowned ; fortunately, I was on the bank at the time, and seeing 
what must inevitably occur, as they were hobbled, I threw off my 
clothes without a moment's delay, and succeeded in getting them 
safely out, although it proved no easy matter. The creek, which 
yesterday was almost destitute of water, is at the present moment 
a broad, rushing stream, hurrying with it the carcass of a dead 
^ 'lock, Hmbs of trees, &c. Unfortunately, whilst engaged driving 
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the horses out of the water, I missed my footing amongst the rocks, 
and severely sprained my ankle. I have somewhere read that it is 
impossible for us to know what are calamities, and what are 
blessings; for how many accidents have passed for misfortunes 
which have turned to the welfare and prosperity of the persons to 
whose lot they have fallen ! God grant that all the accidents which 
have befallen me since I entered upon the present enterprise may, 
in the end, turn out for the best ; however, I fully rely upon Him 
for consolation and help. I was informed by two stock-keepers 
that Mr. Hayward was at one of his stations, Wanaka, distant ten 
miles, superintending the shearing of his sheep. I at once pro- 
ceeded thither, and on arrival communicated to him the object of 
my visit. He received me very kindly and cordially, but sincerely 
regretted that it was utterly out of his power to render me the 
assistance I needed, as the whole of ms horses were literally 
reduced to skeletons this season for want of feed, and too weak 
even to perform the necessary work at his station. He, however, 
offered me a four-year-old unbroken colt, which of course would be 
useless to me at this juncture. My ankle is exceedingly painful 
and swollen, so much so, that it is with difficulty I can put my 
foot to the ground. There was a heavy shower of rain last ni^ht, 
accompanied by thunder and lightning ; the creeks in the neigh- 
bourhood are running fast in consequence. 

October 29th, — At two p.m. left fox Mr. F. Marchant's station, 
Arkaba, to solicit horses from him. He was absent from home 
when I reached the station, but sh Drtly afterwards returned. I 
regret to record, that I was again disappointed in my application. 
I ani well assured, however, that if he nad had one or two horses 
available, he would most willingly have responded to my solicita- 
tion. This station has quite the appearance of a village as the 
traveller approaches it from the south, and strongly reminded me 
of a Portuguese scene. The scenery is exceedingly picturesque and 
grand ; but, alas I there is not, for miles around, sufficient grass to 
feed a bandicoot upon. There is, however, a never-failing supply 
of delicious water at hand. The principal erections are built of 
good stone, and must have cost the proprietor a considerable amount 
of money. During my journey along this mountainous chain, I 
have observed numerous flocks of the hawk species. They cluster 
about the trees and rocks, and exhibit such a remarkable tameness 
that a gun would be superQuous, as they might be knocked down 
with a stick. They feed upon grasshoppers, which at this particular 
time are infesting the district in swarms, and eating up the little 
vegetation which remains. I am informed that these birds have 
only recently made their appearance, and are total strangers. 
What can tms denote ? May it not be absence of water in the 
district they frequent, or otherwise ? There is a remarkable echo 
produced here. A " cooee " is repeated at different periods and 
with various degrees of strength from crag to crag, on opposite 
sides of the creek alternately. Although Mr. Marchant could not 
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fnniish me with a horse for the erpedituHi, he most IrheralTy 
offered to contribute 201. towards it, As I am at present quite 
undecided as to mj f atnre moTem^Lts, I decHnfld accepting it 
Kemained the night. 

October 20tk, — My ankle mnch better, but sfczE panifiiL lir. 
Dndenr, a settler, arrived, and Hndlj offered to sobseribe SL 
towanu the expenses of the expedition. I also thankful^ dedzned 
receiving that sum for reasons before explained, 

October ^\gt. — ^Yielded to the pressing invitation of 'Mi, Mardiaiit, 
and remained to-daj. Ankle a great deal bettar. Infiammatin 
almost entirely reduced. 

November \gt. — Still at Arkaba. 

November 2nd. — Started to retom to Wanaka. Arrived at 
one p.m. Wrote the following letter to the Commisskmer of Grown 
Lands:— 

** Wanaka, Nouember ^uL, 1359. 

" Sir, — In my communication, dated 10th nit, I intimated tbai 
as soon as I had recmited my horses and obtabied others to replace 
those which had died, I purposed resuming my journey. It is now 
with much regret I have to state that my utmost efforts have 
proved fruitless as to procuring horses. The fact is, that eveiy 
influential settler to whom I have made application has evinced a 
great inclination to assist me, but in consequence of the present 
exceedingly dry and unfavourable season, and wretched conditiai 
of their horses, they are not in a position to do so. Under these 
unlncky circumstances, therefore, my only alternative is to appeal 
to the Government to furnish me with ten or fifteen strong iHHrses 
or mules, if they could be procured, as being preferable, fauHng to 
obtain which, I must necessarily abandon the enterprise of crossiBg 
the continent to the north-west coast for the present; for to 

Sroceed with my present complement of horses, and in their in- 
ifferent condition would only aggravate my reverses and imperil 
the lives of my party. I am at present encamped with my partj 
on the Arkaba Ureek, where there is good feed and water for the 
horses. Should the Government, therefore, feel liberally disposed 
to entertain my application, I shall be prepared to stsurt by the 
time the needful assistance arrives ; and on the other hand, if the 
reply is unfavourable, I purpose (with the kind permission of 
Mr. F. Marchant) to leave my stores and equipments, Ac, at his 
station, turn out the horses on the run, and avail myself of the 
first favourable change of the season to carry out my deferred, bat 
not abandoned, purpose. I am warranted in stating that my 
journal, descriptive of the country traversed by the exploring 
expedition, likewise a tracing of our course on the chart, would be 
placed at the disposal of Uie Government, if assisted with the 
means respectfully solicited. 

" I have, &c., 

" Alexander Tolxeb. 
The Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
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"P.S. — An earljr reply, addressed to me at Mr. Hay ward's 
station, Wanaka, will come to hand. 

" A. T." 

Sheep-shearing and the carting of wool in this district is pro- 
ceeding with great activity and energy ; but from all I can gatner, 
owing to the nnf avourable season, the " clip " is not likely to yield 
a profitable return to the farmer. It is estimated that the average 
will not exceed ten bales to every 1000 sheep. What is most 
singular and surprising, however, is that in spite of the absence of 
grass, the sheep are actuallv fat, proving that the salt-bush, which 
abounds in the north, is well-adapted for the rearing and grazing 
of sheep in this colony. They require very little water. At many 
of the stations I have observed that they are watered only every 
second or third day, and thrive best upon that which is slightly 
saUne. I regret to record that many enterprising colonistlwill 
sustain immense losses by attempting to reach Stuart's country 
with cattle. There are at the present day numerous large herds 
detained on the road, unable eitner to advance or retreat for want 
of water and feed, and if unhappily these fail them where they 
have temporarily halted before tne wet season sets in, the results 
must inevitably be ruinous. 

Loud and deep complaints respecting the recent assessment 
levied upon steck have reached tne ears of his Excellency the 
Governor during his progress through the north. It is to be hoped, 
therefore, that some steps will be taken at the next meeting of 
Parliament, to remove this oppressive and obnoxious tax. 

November 2rd, — Obteined a number of the Beqister (25th 
October), in which a paragraph appears commenting upon my 
conduct in having attempted to reach Stuart's Country oy way 
of Beda. It appears that Shaw had forwarded his journal te a 
friend in Adelaide, who had handed it te the editor ; hence the 
paragraph in question. As this is a breach of faith, and tetelly in 
opposition to the written agreement entered into between the 
members of the expedition, I taxed him, upon arrival at the camp, 
with the impropriety of his conduct. Thereupon he became ex- 
ceedingly abusive and insulting, and made use of offensive gesti- 
culations and threats in the presence of Mr. Herrgott, and Tng^er. 

November UL — A police-trooper arrived with the following 
letter : — 

" Crown Lands and Immigration Office, 

" October 21th, 1859. 
" Sm, — I have the honour, by direction of the commissioner, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th inst., dated from 
Warakimbo, reporting your unsuccessful attempt to reach Stuart's 
Creok by way of Beda Hill, the route formerly explored by Mr. 
Babbage. Previously te the receipt of your letter, paragraphs to 
the same purport appeared in the newspapers. Tnese, however, 
were discreoited by the commissioner, as he clearly understeod it to 
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be your intention to proceed by way of Monnt Serle, and looked 
upon it as impossible that yon conld baye ignored tbe well-known 
difficulties and privations which (even in the event of your reaching 
Stuart's Creek in this direction) must necessarily nave been en- 
dured by your party, and which must inevitably have operated wi^ 
prejudicial eftect on both men and horses. 

'* I am further desired by the Commissioner to state that the 
special object he has in view in directing this letter to be addressed 
to you, is to recpest that you will, on arriving at Angepina, forward 
to this office . hst, certified by the corporal of police in charge of 
that station, of tiie persons composing your party, and of the 
horses, outfits, <&c. Your recent mishap has doubtless entailed the 
loss of part of your outfit, as well as of your horses, and this state- 
ment is now asked for, in order that it may be apparent that the 
(xovemment have not, by arranging to send a vessel to the north- 
west coast, to encourage or recognize any expedition imperfectly 
fitted out for such an arduous duty as that which you have under- 
taken. 

The commissioner has instructed me, therefore, to inform you that 
it will be useless for you to prosecute your joximey until your out- 
fit, &c., is made good according to the list furnished in your letter 
of the 31 st August last, inasmuch as the Grovemment in the event 
of any deficiency existing will not be disposed to incur the expense 
of chartering a vessel to meet you on the north-west coast. 

" I have, &c., 

" Edwabd Wildman, 

*' Secretary. 

" Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

" Leader of the Exploring Expedition." 

The messenger remained the night at the hut. 

'November bth. — As I had addressed a communication to the 
commissioner of crown lands on the 2nd inst., I did not deem it 
necessary to reply to the foregoing. The police-trooper returned 
to Port Augusta. 

November 6th. — Messrs. Herrgott, Shaw, and Trigger, complained 
of dysentery ; supplied them with some piQs, which I had provided 
myself with for this complaint. 

November 7th, — At threep.m. Litchfield arrived, andreports having 
proceeded as far as Crystal Brook, and visited carefully by the way 
every run along Flinders Range, without having been able to 
discover the missing horses. I cannot too much extol the untiring 
zeal and energy which this young man has from the first starting 
of the expedition always displayed, and the ever ready aid and 
cheerful assistance I have received at his hands during the hard 
trials to which Providence has been pleased to subject me. 

When I quitted Mr. Steep's station on the 27th ult., I left Mr. 
Brown behind, with permission to survey Mr. Saunders' run. As 
he had not yet joined, I wrote a note requesting his immediate 
presence. Agreeable to my desire, he arrived at the camp after we 
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had retired to rest. I am truly thankful He Has joined me, as I 
Have tHe utmost confidence in His integrity and nprigHt conduct, 
and mncH need His aid and assistance in quelling tHe spirit of 
insubordination wHicH SHaw, tHrougH His unjustifiable beHaviour, 
is instilling amongst tHe party. I mucH required His presence also 
to consnlt Him as to tHe expediency of fortHwitH eitHer disbanding 
tHe party or deferring tHe f urtHer progress of tHe expedition, in 
consequence of tHe cnfficulties wHicH at present beset us. 

Brown Having acquiesced in my views, I resolved to Have a 
meeting of tHe members of tHe party to discuss tHe subject to- 
morrow, 

November StJi. — Held a meeting accordingly. Yarions minutes 
were taken, and resolutions passed to tHe effect tHat it was ex- 
pedient to defer tHe proposed expedition until tHe season is more 
propitious, as it was utterly impossible to proceed at present, owing 
to tne loss of so many Horses and tHe inability to procure otHers. 
Resolutions were unanimously passed also, exonerating me from 
any blame in Having led tHe party to Beda, it being considered and 
proved tHat I Had not tHe most remote idea of taking tHat route 
wHeii tHe expedition first started, and tHat I was only induced to 
adopt it tHrougH tHe strong and repeated representations of Mr. 
Herrgott tHat water could be found tHere. A vote of confidence in me 
as leader of tHe expedition, was proposed and carried unanimously. 

At tHe termination of tHe meeting it was resolved tHat a copy of 
tHe proceedings be forwarded to tHe editors of tHe newspapers, for 
my own justification and for tHe information of tHe public. 

November 9th, — Made preparation to send tHe horses to tHe 
Murray, on a run near my own residence, for greater safety. THe 
stores I purposed leaving at Mr. MarcHant's station. Mr. Brown 
left for Mr. Lowden's station witH tHe view of obtaining some 
employment. 

November 10th. — Messrs. Herrgott, SHaw, Trigger, Litchfield, and 
the native boy Bu£Ealo, started with the horses. Bobson remained 
behind, as He intends to procure some kind of employment in the 
neighbourhood until the party starts afresh. As I made arrange- 
ments with Mr. Hay ward to send a drag to convey our stores, &c., to 
His station, I shall remain here until it arrives, and see that they are 
safely forwarded from thence to Arkaba, Mr. Marchant's Head 
station, in readiness for our next, and I hope more propitious, 
st^rt. I desired Litchfield, on His way Homewards again to make 
a careful search after the Horses. Mr. Hay ward's dray arrived ; 
packed the things in, but did not start, as it was too late in the 
night. Had to watch the bullocks all night, as they were inclined 
to ramble. 

November 11th. — Moved off early with the dray, and arrived at 
Wanaka about dinner-time ; saw the stores, <&c., safely deposited, 
and pushed on to Mr. Marchant's station, to arrange finally about 
their safe storage there. Bemained the night at Arkaba. Saw 
Marchant, and arranged everything satisfactorily. 

November 12f7j.— Started after dinner. Travelled until ni^hfe 
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and cnoampod near the roadside, ^here I fonnd a nice potdi d 
ozcollont grass, bat no wat^. 

November 13^^.— Started at daybreak and readied the ^BkiA 
Jack*' eating-hoaso for breakfast. I was most surprised aM 
aHtonished by being informed by a traveller, that one of my sons 
(Horace, I presum^) had passed Mount Bemarkable a few daji 
before with two or three horses for my use. Upon receiviiig tmt 
intelligence I immediately altered my plans, aud instead of following 
the road direct for Moant Bemarkaole, I strack across the conntiy 
to endeavour, if possible, to intercept the poor dear boy. Beached 
Mr. Gilles* station abont two p.m. Heard that Herrgott, aaid the 
roHt of the parW and horses, hod passed two days previously, but 
obtained no tidings of Horace. I am inclined to think that en 
tluH lie must have hoard at some station that I am on my letmn 
homowardH, or probably ho has met the party and joined thenL 
God blesH that affectionate noble boy ; I trust and sincerely hope 
no harm will befall him. After partaking of some refreshment^ I 
pushed on again, but failed to reach Mr. Taylor's station, where I 
expected to nnd Horace with the men. I traced upwards a golly 
iti the ranges, where I found water and feed, and encamped for the 
night. 

November 14^/».— Made an early start, and reached Mr. TbjM* 
Ktation about eleven a.m. Mr. Brown, the manager, kindly sent a 
iiieHsengtjr to Mr. Haggles' station, to endeavour to obtain some 
tidings about Horace. Messenger returned in the evening, bat did 
not obtain any intelligence. Ilod an opportunity of sending wori 
to Steep's Htation by young Lowden; acsired him, in the event of 
meeting my Hon, to direct him to retrace his steps to Moont 
iicmurkalile without delajr, whore ho would find me. Bemained 
tlie night. Forwarded copies of corroHpondonce between myself and 
th(; commiHKioner of crown lands; likewise c^)py of memorandum of 
ugrecment, with minnUm and resolutions thereon, taken at the 
iiic(;iing at Oakana, to the editors of the Begister and Advertiser. 

MrM. i3rown infonncd me that Shaw was slandering my character 
in the most perfidious manner. Found the horse Bifleman at the 
station, having been abandoned by the party. They are evidentlv 
}>(;nt upon imsning on, utterly regardless as to whether they knocK 
up the horses entrusted to them or not. I shall endeavour to over- 
take them, but I much fear my horse will knock up. 

Novemher \Uh. — Started for Mount Brown ; reached Mr. Gooch's 
station at six p.m., where 1 remained the night. On the summit of 
the Mount found thirt^M;n sheep, which hod been lost. After some 
difficulty got them \a) the station. Many reminiscences crossed my 
mind at this moment. Fifteen or sixteen years ago I stood upon 
thiH identical spot. I was then in pursuit of the natives who nad 
ImrbarouHly murdered Mr Tennant s two shepherds. Hiis hill, in 
former days, used to be the favourite resort of the blacks who were 
escaping from justice, as they were enabled, from its greater 
elevation and peculiar character, to obtain a distant view in eveiy 
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direction, of the approacH of the police. Saw Mr. Swinden at the 
•tation, proceeding on his way to the ncrrth. Strange to relate that 
the sheep I had found were ms property. Swinden requested me 
to turn out the horse Donald on the run at Mount B^markable. 
As the auimal was given me for a certain purpose, which purpose 
was not abandoned, I considered it a singular request. 

November 16th. — Had breakfast and started for Mount Ee- 
markable. Stopped the night at Mr. Minchin's. Heard that the 
party had started that morning. During their stay at the public- 
house they made use of all kinds of vehement threats against me ; 
and although the horses were knocked up, they were determined to 
press on and reaeh Adelaide before me, in ordir to appropriate the 
animals to themselves. Upon the face of the resolutions passed at 
the meeting at Oakana it is impossible to understand the mean- 
ing of this outrageous proceeding. Mr. Mi u chin read the resolu- 
tions referred to, and was equally astonished at their unjustifiable 
conduct. 

November 17th. — Breakfasted at Moran's HoteL Heard there 
that the foregoing statements were somewhat exaggerated. They 
had taken the horse Donald with them, although requested by 
Swinden himself to leave it at the Mount. The bay mare had 
been left behind, having slipped her foal. She is not expected to 
live. On my way called at Mr. Forster's station, and obtained a 
feed of bran for my tired horse. Was informed that the party 
camped the preceding night on the creek near his residence, and 
started that morning. Mr. Forster informed me that Shaw was 
intoxicated. Besumed my journey, and encamped for the night in 
the bed of the Rocky Biver, where there was luxurious feed and 
abundance of water. Was informed by a stockman that the party 
were at this river ; but although I endeavoured to discover tnem I 
failed to do so. 

November ISth. — Resumed my journey at daybreak. Called at 
Mr. Hughes' . station and again pushed on, now leading my horse, 
it being fairly knocked up. Reached Bnndaleer at six p.m. 

November 19th. — I have gained a march ujjon my worthy asso- 
ciates, as I find they have not passed this station. I begin to fairly 
knock up. I am compelled to drive my horse nearly afl day long. 
Encamped in a gully with fine grass and good water. During the 
night I had a narrow escape of being bitten by a snake. The 
rustling noise made by its motion attracted my notice, and upon 
suddenly rising up, I found the horrid reptile gliding along and 
actually touching my shoulder. 

November 20th. — -Keached Bungaree, where I was kindly and 
hospitably received by Mr. Beur and his wife. I remained to dinner 
ana afterwards took a stroll in their beautiful garden, and had a 
feast of cherries ; what a treat after my wanderings through arid 
and inhospitable deserts ! Towards evening, Mr. Beur lent me a 
fresh horse to proceed to Clare, which I reached about eight p.m. Mr. 
Beur very kindly offered to take charge of all my horses as soon as 
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thej arriTe, and tnm them ont npon the ran. This will be of the 
utmost advantage to me, as the norses are all weary, and low in 
condition, and could not possibly without risk reach Wellington. 

Novemher 21«f. — Sent a note to Mr. Herrgott to-day by a police- 
trooper proceeding north, requesting him to leave all the led norses 
and pack-saddles, &g., at Bungaree, and to come on with the fresh- 
est to Clare. K the party arrives to-day I shall send back the 
horses ridden by the men to Bungaree, to be turned out on the run 
with the others, and start for Adelaide to-morrow by the mail cart. 
The corporal of police stationed here informed me that my eldest 
son. Alec, has recently been up north with horses for the governor, 
hence, the cause of the report about Horace. I also heard with 
much pleasure that my beloved wife and children were all well at 
home. I little dreamt two months since that I should so soon be 
restored to those I so dearly love. 

November 22nd. — Party arrived at daybreak. Took an inventory 
of the stores, &c., and like\vise a description of the horses. Mr. 
Grey, the landlord, formerly a trooper in the mounted police under 
my command, kindly undertook charge of the horses, &c., and 
promised to send them to the run referred to. Started by the 
mail. Paid all expences for Litchfield, Trigger, and the native 
Buffalo along the road. Beached Adelaide that evening. Shaw 
conducted himself towards me during the whole journey in the 
most insulting manner. I nevertheless kept a stiict guard over 
my temper, and avoided showing that I felt annoyed at his dis- 
graceful, vile, and unmanly conduct. 

November 23rd. — Started by the Mount Barker conveyance at 
three p.m.. Beached the township at six p.m. 

November 2ith. — Besumed journey by the mail cart at six p.m., 
and arrived at Wellington at two p.m. 

I am informed that public opinion is, that I was imprudent and 
rash in attempting to reach Stuart's Country by the way of Beda. 
In reply, I would observe that though prudence does undoubtedly in 
a great measure produce our good or ill fortune in the world, it is 
certain that there are many unforeseen accidents and occurrences 
which very often pervert the finestschemes that can be laid by human 
wisdom. Nothing less than infinite wisdom can have an absolute 
command over fortune. The highest degree of it which man can 
possess is by no means equal to fortuitous events, and to such con- 
tingencies as may rise in the prosecution of our affairs. Nay, it 
very often happens that prudence, which has always in it a great 
mixture of caution, hinders a man from being so fortunate as he 
might possibly have been without it. A person who only aims at 
what is likely to succeed, and follows closely the dictates of human 
prudence, never meets with those great and unforeseen successes 
which are often the effect of a sanguine or a more happy rashness. 
I, however, deny the charge of imprudence and rashness. I was led 
to believe, first, that there was water at Beda; and second, that a 
distance of 200 miles would have been saved by adopting that 
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, route. Were I, therefore, again placed in the same position, I 
would most assuredly commit the same error— if error is deemed to 
have been made. I am confirmed in this opinion by the majority 
of the men composing the expedition. 

Some days after my return to Wellington, I received the follow- 
ing despatch : — 

" Crown Lands and Immigration Office, Adelaide. 

" Nov&niber 18^, 1859. 
" Sm, — I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 2nd inst., in which you apply to the Government ko furnish 
you with ten or fifteen horses to enable you to prosecute your pro- 
posed expedition across the continent to the north-west coast. 

" Having accordingly submitted your letter for the consideration 
of Grovemment, I am now desired to inform you that they are of 
opinion that the very short supply of rain which has fallen during 
the past winter must necessarily render your journey one of ex- 
treme danger, and very doubtful success, and they consequently 
feel that they would not be justified in encouraging you to proceed 
by giving you the assistance you have requested, even if it had not 
been pretty clearly understood between Parliament and the Govern- 
ment that any encouragement to undertake the exploration of the 
interior should be restricted to the ofEer of a reward for the success- 
ful accomplishment of the journey to the north-west coast. 

" I have, &c. 

" William Milne, 

" Commissioner. 
" A. Tolmer, Esq. 
" Mr. Hay ward's station, Wanaka." 

The following year I endeavoured to procure horses and funds to 
make a second attempt to cross the continent, but having failed to 
obtain the necessary means, I was obliged to abandon the enter- 

Srise and dispose of my stores at a great sacrifice. Mr. Prank 
[archant, at Arkaba, however, very considerately bought the horse- 
shoes, nails, and flour, &c., which assisted me greatly. Neverthe- 
less, includmg the horses which had strayed and the others which 
had died, I lost about 600Z. in money, which brought me on the 
verge of ruin, as I had nothing but my pension and the rent of my 
cot&«ge at Norwood, which was inadequate to keep my family after 
paying the interest on the mortgage. 

After being placed on the retired list, as intimated in the colonial 
secretary's letter, I continued a recipient of the amount of the pen- 
sion until the year 1858, when a bill was passed in both Houses of 
the Legislature, respecting the Superannuation Act, and instead 
thereof, paying each person who had retired a certain bonus as 
a compensation ; but as I was placed entirely in a different position 
to any other who had retired, inasmuch as I had not voluntarily 
resigned the public service, but that my appointment was abolished 

T 2 
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I received the sum allotted (550L,) under protest, as not being equiva- 
lent to my loss of office and length of service. My protest, how- 
ever, was unavailing, and I had to accept that or nothing ! With 
this small capital to begin with and support my family, I was at 
my wit's end to devise the best means of profitably investing the 
amount, and at last resolved to buy a few sheep, and recollecting 
some fair pieces of country in the Long Desert through which I 
used to pass when estabushing the overland gold escort, I made 
application for them, but found that Mr. Stephen Hack had 
secured the lease of one, and Dr. William Browne the other, from 
whom I bought them for 150/. These were known as the Emu 
Springs and Reedy Wells runs. 

As at that time I knew no more about sheep than the man in the 
moon, I appealed to a friend (a certain stock agent in Adelaide) to 
let me have 500 merino ewes of the right sort in regard to age, &c., 
which he faithfully promised to do, as I had candidly informed him 
of my unfortunate circumstances. I also bought five young 
superior merino rams from Mr. A. B. Murray, at SX each, leaving 
a balance of 275L to purchase a spring dray, a couple of horses, 
provisions, and cooking utensils, &c. I likewise hired a man named 
Adams at \l. per week with rations, to build a hut, &c., on the 
Emu Spring run. The sheep were subsequentlv delivered at 
Wellington, and taken charge of by my son, Gerald, who depas- 
tured them along the Coorong, pending the erection of the hut and 
sheep-yards, after which they were driven to the run. 

My two sons, Gerald and Horace, took week about shepherd- 
ing and hut-keeping, whilst I carted whatever provisions and 
stores were required at the station, a distance of about seventy-five 
miles, most of the way on foot, and heavy walking on account of 
the deep, loose sand, from Wellington, where I resided with my 
wife, daughter, and youngest son, in a miserable shanty, whicn 
can be seen to this day at Masons. 

Finding that the water at Emu Spring was not sufficient for 
the sheep, Adams and my son Horace commenced sinking a large 
well, but after much labouring, hardship, and going down about 
ninety-six feet without obtaining water, at a cost of 100/., we were 
obliged to relinquish the work. I also spent 50L improving the 
Reedy Well Run. Another great difficulty which we had to con- 
tend against were the wild dogs, which swarmed in the desert, and 
killed several of the sheep. 

Our first lambing was a pretty fair one ; and when the time 
arrived for shearing — which was done by my sons — the sheep were 
driven to a spot in the scrub nearer the Coorong, and the wool sent 
by boat to Milang, and thence to town, consigned to my old friend 
Henry Noltenius for transhipment to England. I think, as well as 
I can remember, that it realized 75L The following season, how- 
ever, the lambing did not exceed twenty-five per cent., and it was 
found that long before the shearing came on there were not more 
than half the number of sheep we started with, they having died 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 277 

from starvation, on account of hardly having a tooth in their 
heads. Of course, the rough scmbby nature of the country, the 
scantiness of the ^ass, and having to shepherd them, assisted 
materialljr in bringing things to that state ; but nevertheless the 
fact remains that when the sheep were bought they were what is 
known as "broken mouthed." Seeing the inevitable ruin staring 
us in the face, I suggested to my sons the advisability of selling 
what remained, and accordingly did so to Messrs. Giles and Smith, 
with the exception of the rams, which I sold to Messrs. Lake and 
Whiting, who had a run in the north. 

After breaking up the station my sons obtained situations — 
Gerald as stock-keeper to Mr. Malcolm, at Lake Albert, and Horace 
as assistant ferryman at Wellington, and subsequently he was ap- 
pointed crown lands ranger at Mount Bemarkable, the duties of 
which he fulfilled with satisfaction until it was abolished on account 
of reductions in the department. After which, he was for a con- 
siderable time, in the employ of Messrs. Gordon and Co., purchasing 
cattle in Queensland for the Adelaide market. 

Owing to the ruinous losses which squatters sustained through 
the severe droughts in the north about this time, thousands of 
sheep which had sufficient strength remaining to travel were 
brought south, and amongst them were numerous flocks belonging 
to Messrs. Grant and Stokes: The latter of these gentlemen, upon 
hearing I had some country in the Desert ofEered me 250L for it, 
which I gladly agreed to accept ; but upon making inquiries at the 
Survey Office with a view of obtaining a transfer, I was informed 
that my claims were forfeited for nonpayment of rent ; and although 
I begged hard to be permitted to resume possession by the payment 
at once of the few pounds that were due, my appeals were unavail- 
ing. Thus, on account of the pecuniair losses sustained in attempt- 
ing sheep-farming with the miserable lot of sheep that were palmed 
off upon me, added to other losses previously mentioned, I was re- 
duced to a state of almost destitution, my only means being 25/. per 
annum, which I received from the Government as returning officer 
for the Murray District, to which I had been appointed on the 19th 
February, 1858, and a rental of 80L for my house at Norwood, let 
to Messrs. Lightfoot and Blundell, out of which I had to pay 
interest on the mortgage of 250Z., without which I could not have 
organized the exploring expedition which terminated so disas- 
trously. 

On one occasion I well remember Dr. William Gosse found me 
in the shanty I occupied at Wellington in the condition described, 
and suffering from carbuncles, which he operated upon, and said 
that I was brought entirely to that state through want of proper 
food and nourishment. Although I felt it degrading to accept 
the appointment of crown lands ranger which was subse- 
quently offered to me, I nevertheless did so, after consulting my 
particular friend the late Judge Wearing. In my letter to the 
commissioner of crown lands accepting the position (February 
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7tb, 1862), I expressed the bope that in the erent of the Gawem- 
ment appointing a chief ranger mj claim on the Garenmient ua^bt 
be oonsiaered as bein^ prior to all others, and also that if a more 
honoomble situation in the Gorer nm e nt sendee presented itsdf, I 
should be considered as baring a chum on the GkiTenuoent in ooO' 
sideration of mj former position and senices. At the same time 
I tendered mj resignation as justice of the peace, on the under* 
standing that it would not operate to mr prejudice in anj future 
appointmeot for which I mignt be a can<&date. I maj hm state, 
tnat althoogh I have repeatedlj applied for appointments in the 
magistrac J as they become vacant, and other superior offices, mj 
hoT^es have never to this daj been realized. 

Sbortlv after baring entered upon my functions as crown lands 
ranger, I quickly observed that a system obtained by unscmpnlons 
persons travelling with flocks of sheep and herds of cattle over 
runs and across crown lands, and as tnere was no law rmilatiog 
the movements of such flocks and herds, I forwarded the i^lowing 
extract from my journal to Mr. H. B, T. Strangwajs, commis- 
sioner of crown lands, suffgestinff legislative acnoD in the 
matter, whereupon the amended Scab Act, No. 8, of 1863, of whidi 
I claim the creait, was passed, which has been of the utmost benefit 
to »!iuatter8 and others engaged in grazing stock : — 

** Referring to various Acta of Council with which I have been 
supplied, 1 do not see any clause regulating the distance which 
stock should travel daily. I am of opinion that this is a very 
important matter, and ought to engage the attention of the legis- 
lature." 

Twelve months later my attention was called to a report in the 
R^yfiMlett of a fire at the railway station, through a chimney having 
caught fire. The fire was noticed by Mr. TomSiuson and the late 
Mr. J5arrow, M.L.C., when they were leaving Parliament House at 
ni^ht, where the dinner had been given to the officers of the 
Ifjambe, and it threatened to be an extensive conflagration, but 
fortunately through the action of the gentlemen named, the means 
of havinjz the fire extinguished before it communicated with the 
main bulMing, were adopte<l. 

WhilHt hoJ^lini/ the ofBce of superintendent of police, I had 
satinficl myself that many of the fires which occurred in the city, 
oridr.ated through chimneys catching fire, and consequently 
racked my brain to devise means of promptly extinguishing such, 
in the which I was successfal, and applied in May, 1863, for a 
patent for my invention, which I descriDed as follows :— 

** hUiih(A of extinguishing fires in chimneys not hitherto applied, 
of which the undersigned claims the discovery. The expedient is 
to exclnde the air, and render the chimney perfectly air tight.'' 

To effect this, I purpose to fix in each chimney (top and bottom) 
a cast-iron frame with a plate or valve to fit, and close at will, 
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weighted at one end to keep it in an upright position, so as not 
to interfere with the free passage of the ordinary smoke arising 
from the fire in the grate; thus, when a fire occurs in a chimney, 
by pulling from below upon the gear connecting the valve at the 
top, it wUl instantly close, and then by quickly doing the same to 
the bottom valve, tne chimney will be perfectly air-tight, and any 
fire therein must be, of course, immediately extinguished. 

This simple operation can be performed with facility by the 
servant-girl, without any assistance, or even alarming the house- 
hold. By carefully adjusting the top and bottom valves also, 
smoky chimneys will greatly be benefited, if not altogether cured. 

The following is an extract from a report by Messrs. McEwen 
and Sennett, the examiners appointed by the Government, relative 
to my application for a patent : — 

" Having regard to past precedents of patents granted under 
the existing Act, we do not feel called upon to recommend the 
disallowance of the letters applied for, the more especially as the 
invention seems calculated to answer the purpose intended ; but 
we feel it to be our duty to call the attention of the Government 
and of the applicant, to the fact that in the year 1805 a patent 
was granted in England to Mr. Arnold, for an almost identical 
invention, and we apprehend that this would vitiate any right Mr. 
Tolmer could set up in a court of law, under the patent he seeks." 

" The patent in question is numbered 2838, and will be found in 
the Patent Office Eeports now deposited at the South Australian 
Institute." 

Upon receipt of the foregoing report, I decided to take no 
further action in tiie matter, but I forwarded the model with all 
information appertaining thereto to the Adelaide City Council, 
who transmitted a letter of thanks to me. 

On the 1st of April, 1863, I received the appointment of 
inspector ranger, at a salary of 200^. per annum, travelling ex- 
penses 8fi. per diem, and forage allowance for two horges, and 
after purchasing an allotment of land at Wellington, I erected a 
cottage thereon, which cost me 250^. On the 6th September, 1866, 
however, I was suddenly removed, at a great loss and expense, to 
do duty in the south-east, my headquarters being fixed, first at 
^ngston, and then at Eobe. This removal was caused, I am led 
to believe, through the influence of the late H. K. Hughes, and that 
of his brother, S. E. Hughes, S.M., having been brought to bear 
against me, in consequence of having taken action in the execution 
of my functions as ranger, against some men in their employ, who 
were illegally felling growing pines on crown lands on their annual 
lease, within the Hundred *of Brinkley. Although I cautioned 
the men not to cut or remove any more without special licences, 
they persistently continued to do so for fencing purposes, saying 
that they were instructed by their employers ; whereupon I tele- 
graphed to Mr. Strangways, commissioner of crown lands, who, 
at once instructed me to have them taken into custody, and 
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accordinglj the following day I again went to the annual lease, 
accompanied by a police-trooper, and as thej were all felling 
and removing fresh timber, and had no Ucences, they were giyen 
in charge, and as I conld not of course bring them before Mr. 
E. C. Hughes, S.M., one of their employers, uiey were taken to 
Strathalbyn, and subsequently fined 1/., and 10«. coBts each, for 
the offence. 

I was afterwards credibly informed that Mr. H. K. Hufi^lies was 
heard to say that if he ever got into Parliament, and became 
minister of the crown, he would ruin me. Erentually he was 
elected in opposition to Mr. West Ersldne, as member for the 
South-East, and succeeded in obtaining the treasurership, and 
very shortly afterwards I received an official letter from the 
surveyor-general, conveying an intimation, by direction of the 
hon. the commissioner, that the Grovemment did not propose to 
give roe more than one forage allowance for the year 1870. 
Accordingly, from the 1st of January, 1870 to 1874, 1 was only in 
receipt of one, a loss ec^uivalent to 216/. ; owing, also, to the whole 
of the South-East having been placed under my supervision, my 
expenses for travelling amounted sometimes to 12^^ per month, 
which was demurred at, and resulted in an order that rangers 
were not to exceed the sum of 5Z. per month. 

From the first of my appointment on the 19th February, 1840, 
as sub-inspector of mounted police, until my office of superm- 
tendent was abolished on the 1st March, 1856, I was always 
admitted a guest at Government House, and daring the adminis- 
tration of successive governors acted on frequent occasions, as 
extra aide-de-camp, which, doubtless, is well remembered by manj 
old colonists whose names I announced upon presenting their 
cards at the lercie on her Majesty's birthday. I had the honour 
also of being frequently invited to accompany Lady Young for a 
ride on horseback, daring which pleasant excursions we generally 
paid a visit to his Lordship the Bishop of Adelaide and Mrs. 
Short, who then resided at Kensington. Well do I remember 
besides the delightful ** at homes " (musical evening parties) given 
by Lady Young, to which I was especially invited, and in which I 
took part with my violin, accompanied on the piano by Mrs. Murray. 
But from the aforesaid date to the present time, with one exception, I 
have been discarded from Government House through the machina- 
tions of my enemies ; the exception I allude to was during the 
administration of the late Sir Dominic Daly, by whose death, 
alas ! I lost a real and sympathetic friend in this colony, and I 
have no doubt had he lived he would have insisted upon a committee 
of the House of Assembly being appointed to investigate my case, 
with a view that justice might be done me, a boon which I de- 
voutly hope may yet be conceded to me. 

In proof of his Excellency's cordial and genuine feeling towards 
me, 1 shall not forget that whilst residing at Wellington, and 
holding the very subordinate position of crown lands ranger, his 
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Excellency and Lady Daly nevertheless very kindly invited myself 
and my late wife to a ball at Government House in honour of her 
Majesty's birthday on the 25th May, 1864, which, however, my wife 
conld not accept on account of being a confirmed invalid. That 
evening, whilst being interested watching the dancers at the en- 
trance of the ball-room after supper, Sir Dominic suddenly placed 
his hand on my shoulder, and said, '* Mr. Tolmer, I shall have 
much pleasure in taMng a glass of champagne with you ;'' adding, 
*' I have been made aware of all your antecedents m this colony, 
and consider you have been badly used." 

After having expressed my sincere thanks to his Excellency for 
the great honour conferred upon me and acknowledged with grati- 
tude the kind ihterest he had expressed in my favour, we proceeded 
to the supper-room, where he ordered the footman to draw a fresh 
bottle of champagne ; aiter which, we had a pleasant chat about 
the early days of the colony. In further prooi of his Excellency's 
earnest desire to benefit my position, I forwarded, at his suggestion, 
an application to the Secretary of State for the appointment of 
Britisn Consul at New Caledonia, to which he strongly recom- 
mended me as being eligible, and especially so on the grounds of 
having a thorough knowledge of French, and being able to read 
and write the language. In due course, however, I received a 
reply, dated 16th August, 1866, that the Imperial Grovemment had 
no intention to create such an office at that time. 

On her most cracious Majesty's next birthday, 1865, we were 
again invited by his Excellency and Lady Daly, and I accordingly 
attended the levSe and the ball. Early in the evening the private 
secretary (Mr. W. Gore Daly) intimated to me that La3y Charlotte 
Bacon who had but recently arrived in the colony, was in the 
room and desired an interview, with which, of coarse, I gladly com- 
plied; and as Mr, Daly and I were crossing the anteroom, I 
perceived two very stout ladies seated in arm-chairs, and as we 
neared them, one suddenly sprang forward and grasped my hand, 
saying, "I know you; I remember you perfectly well in my hus- 
band's regiment, and then led me to* her companion. Lady Daly, 
who heartily shook hands, and at once vacated her seat to me, 
saying, "There, sit down and fight your battles over again." 
Never was I so astonished, and comd not for the life of me realize 
the fact that the excited and stout lady then seated beside me was 
the same sylph-like personage I last saw in Lisbon. 

The reader, who may probably have been honoured with her 
ladyship's acquaintance, will readily imagine with what vivacity 
the discourse was kept up between us, how scenes and certain 
exciting events during the war were recounted; and amongst these 
especitdly I reminded her ladyship of the incident I have related 
in another part of my work, where on one occasion during the 
siege of Oporto, Colonel Bacon and her ladyship were shot at on 
the lines by the enemy's pickets. " Yes, and we leapt over the 
wall," she exclaimed at the highest pitch of her voice, prolonging 
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it on the last word, which was heard by all the ffuests in the ball 
and adjoining rooms, and cansed nproarions langnter. 

As an instance of her ladyship's wonderfully retentire memozy, 
she mentioued the circumstance of having several of my drawlDgv, 
but there was one I had promised her late husband, a sketch of Leira, 
which I took at his reqnest shortly after the taking of the town, 
and completely renting the enemy. But I had not fulfilled the pro- 
mise, which incident I well remembered, and then I explained the 
circumstances which prevented me from completing the drawiiie 
before I quitted Portugal, and said I had the original sketch stiU 
in my possession. *' Oh," exclaimed ber ladyship, " will yon let 
me have that drawing P Yon little know the pleasare it would 
afford me." I assured her that I would willingly do so, bnt should 
feel ashamed, as it was quite soiled and damaged thxongli age ; 
but if she desired it I would with great pleasure send her a oopT» 
which I accordingly did, and in acknowledgment received the hh- 
lowing note : — 

" Walkerville, 

'* Saturday Evening* 

" Lady Charlotte Bacon presents Her compliments to Mr. Tolmer, 
and begs to thank him very kindly for the drawings he has sent 
her, which will always be valuable and interesting to her as remi- 
niscences of times and scenes gone by." 

During the summer of 1871, as I had foimd after several jmn^ 
residence at Bobe, that the salubrity and coolness of the cunuite 
were unsurpassed in South Australia, and as we had a convenient 
cottage with a spare room, I wrote a note to her ladyship, offering 
the use of the said room on behalf of myself and wife, and what 
other means we had, at her disposal ; but although it was not 
accepted, my representations of tne healthiness of the place were 
the means of inducing his Excellency Sir James Ferguson to re- 
move the whole of his establishment to Bobe on account of the 
delicate state of health of the late Lady Edith, where they re- 
mained several months, and during their stay Lady Charlotte 
Bacon was with them as a guest. Although her ladyship had 
attained a great age, it was surprising to listen to her animated 
conversation ; the fund of wit and amusing anecdotes she pos- 
sessed would keep the company in roars. One related by her lady- 
ship of herself is most characteristic : — 

At a large dinner-party at Government House, at which 
several members of the Legislature and others were invited, her 
ladyship gave the company a detailed account of her voyage out 
from England and subsequent arrival in Hobson's Bay, and land- 
ing on the pier at Williamstown with her trunks. She went on to 
relate : "You see as I was alone and no one to help me with my 
^"^BS^S^i 1 looked about, and seeing a man hard by, I said, ' Ai^ 
you the porter, my man P ' * Yes, mum,' replied he. * Well, then, 
you look after my boxes, and see that they are forwarded by train 
to Melbourne. Here they are, fifteen in number. Now, observe^ 
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they are all add^'essed in my name : Lady Charlotte Bacon, No. 1 ; 
Lady Charlotte Bacon, No. 2 ; Lady Charlotte Bacon, No. 3, and 
so on. Yon won*t forget tbe name, will yon ? * * No, mnm, it's 
not likely, because my name's Hog.' " 

Li October, 1872, seeing that it was proposed to make provision 
in the estimates of 1873 for two additional inspectors under the 
new Land Act, I applied for one of the positions, but not haviog 
a friend at court, I was passed over, and as Mr. Justice Boucaut 
was then in the ministry, his brother, Mr. P. Bay Boucaut, was 
appointed as a third-class officer, and stationed in the south-east, 
where he has been ever since. The other appointment was con- 
ferred upon Mr. Wamum, who was classified an officer of the 
fourth class, and stationed in the north. 

Incredible as it may appear, five vears after the above appoint- 
ments I was removed from the south-east to Adelaide and trans- 
ferred to the Crown Lands Yaluations Department as an officer 
of the fourth class, receiving the same salaiy and emoluments as 
inspecting ranger, and consequently in a subordinate position to 
Mr. Boucaut, who had no claims as compared to my own ; and 
although I strenuously objected to the transfer on account of 
breaking up my home, and produced certificates from Doctors 
William Gosse and Mustarde, that removing me from the cool 
climate of Eobe to Adelaide would be seriously injurious to my 
health in consequence of severe wounds received in the head in 
the execution of my duty, the ministry of the day were obdurate, 
and from that day to the present time I have been performing the 
duties, which I have found a thousand times more arduous than 
that of ranger, besides the cost of house-rent, firewood, and other 
expenses fifty per cent, more than at Bobe. 

i have been connected with the Valuations Department over five 
years. The duties are most arduous, having to travel over thou- 
sands of miles in all weathers during the year, which at my age, 
nearly sixty-six, I feel very severely. The district which I 
supervise, taking Adelaide as the centre, includes the whole 
country east of the Burra Eoad to the boundary of the colony, 
and as far south as the Coorong and Hundred of Baker, thence 
back across the Murray Biver to Cape Jervis and Kangaroo Island. 
The whole of the hundreds which this immense extent of country 
comprises is mostly occupied by Germans as credit selectors, their 
dwellings being chiefly mere shanties, built of pines and pugged, 
that is the interstices bein^ filled up with mud, not often air-tight, 
and the thatched roof not impervious to rain. In these I have to 
stop and put up with their wretched living, the best they have, 
which consists generally of sour bread and lard. This class of 
Germans form excellent colonists, are most hospitable, kind, in- 
dustrious, and thrifty, and I doubt whether Englishmen would 
have undertaken and succeeded as they have done in clearing the 
dense malla scrub in the Murray fiats and cultivating the land so 
satisfactorily. That region now for miles is dotted here and there 



284 REMINISCENCES, ETC. 

with thriviDg and extensive farms ; the wheat grown thereon is 
superior to any in the colony, and realizes a penny or two-pence 
more per bnsnel ; and as to the average yield, it also generally 
exceeds other districts, the soil being of light natore and 
chocolate colonr, and I have no donbt if the district was favonred 
with more rains, the Murray scmb could not be surpassed in any 
other part of the world. 

Reverting to the hardships and difficulties I have to undergo in 
earning a mere pittance, I may mention that two years ago I was 
suddemy attacked with dysentery and rendered so weak that I 
had not sufficient strength left to apply the break to my bugg^ in 
coming down the hill from Norton's summit, and was obliged to 
obtain assistance. When I reached town I proceeded at once to 
consult Dr. William Grosse, who was himself laid up in bed with 
rheumatism, but kindly consented to see me. I remember, after 
giving him a detailed account of my mode of life in the bush, the 
effect of constant change of water and the fare before described, 
he said he did not wonder at my illness ; adding, that '* such would 
kill a dog." After writing out a prescription, he impressed upon 
me te be careful, lay up, and send for his son (Dr. Charles Gosse), 
which I did. After assiduously attending me about a fortnight, 
however, he considered the case so seribus that Dr. Moore was 
called in, and a consultation was held, and through their able 
medical skill, added to my naturally strong constitution, I 
recovered. Mr. Charles Bonney, who was at the head of the 
Valuations Department, frequently used to express his sympathy 
on account of the position I occupied, and would say, " It's not 
fit for you, Tolmer, but only for a much younger man ; " adding, 
" but wny do you work so hard ? take it easy." As well might fis 
have saia, " Forget all the injustice you have suffered; be recon- 
ciled." No, as loDg as God spares my health and I have strength 
I fear I shall ever be too energetic in the performance of niy 
duties, and very probably had I been less so through my career in 
South Austraha, I should now be in my declining years in an inde- 
pendent position instead of struggling for a bare subsistence. 
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Minutes of Evidence on Management of Police Force, Wednesday, 
May 14th, 1856. Present : Mr. Foster, in the chair, Mr. Beynolds, 
Mr. Baker. 

The examination of Major Warburton, police commissioner, resamed. 

848. (Byithe chairman). Is there any superintendent of police at present ? 
There is not. — 349. Who was the superintendent recently ? Mr. Tolmer. — 
350. When did he receire his appointment as superintendent ? On the 
2l8t January, 1855. — 351. What position did he previously hold in the 
force during your administration ? That of senior inspector of mounted 
police. — 352. Was he appointed superintendent upon your recommendation 
or with your concurrence ? I had nothing whatever to do with his ap- 
pointment, either in recommending or concurring in it. — 353. Who made 
the appointment ? The governor. — 354. Did you approve of it ? I do 
not fe^ myself justified in expressing either approval or disapproval of 
the governor's act. — 355. At the pelriod of the appointment did you say 
or do anything to indicate that you did not approve of it P Not that I re- 
member. — 356. Did you write a memorandum to the Government on the 16th 
December, 1854, with reference to the intended appointment of a superin- 
tendent, when the salary for the appointment appeared on the estimates, 
and is the paper I now hand you the memorandum referred to ? Yes. 
(See appendix). — 357. On the 5th January, 1855, I believe the Govern- 
ment advised you that the appointment had been made. Was it so ? Yes. 
I beg to hand in the official intimation of the appointment. (See ap- 
pendix).— 858. Did you frame the instructions for the guidance of the 
superintendent in the discharge of his duties ? Yes. A copy of the in- 
structions accompanies the colonial secretary's letter of January lOtb, 
1855. (See appendix). — 359. 1 perceive in those instructions that you 
provide that the inspectors should be responsible, not to the superinten- 
dent for the discharge of their duties, but to you directly? 1 did so. — 
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:$fjO. Are YOQ tware what Tiewi the GorerameDt entertasoed ai to tiK 
dntlefl of the •aperintendeot upon his appointment ? I am not anare what 
views they entertained on his appointment, heyond the Iket of their htria^ 
approved of the draft regaUtions which I snhmitted. To the hert of aij 
recollection there is a letter subsequently written bearing some referaee 
to the subject. — 861. Were you instructed to Tint the rarioos polies- 
•tatioDs in the rural districts, excepting Port Lincoln^ onee in time 
months, by the Government ? The instructions which I leeeived npon tUs 
subject have been placed in the hands of the diaimiao^ and 1 sboold 
require to have them returned before I can answer this qneatioo. (Heie 
the papers were handed to the witness, who continued^ : The O ov e r nrn gat 
directed that every statir/n, where an inspector is pueed, eaeepi perb^ 
Port Lincoln, should be visited, either by myself or the soperiotendettt, st 
least once in three months reguUrly. — 362. Did yon risit Mch station ooee 
in three months 't No.— 363. Why did yon not vint each station onee ia 
three months ? It is almost impossible that I sboold do so, as I have had 
other things to occupy me in Adelaide for many months past. — Mi. What 
the Government proposed that Mr. Tolmer should alternate with yoa ia 
visiting the stations, did you express any objection to it, and inttmate tbst 
ym could attend to that duty yourself? I expressed the opinion as 
follows : — " The Instructions given by Government wonld divide the eo»- 
mand of the pr^lice between thie superintendent and myself; we most ebber 
both be absent at the same time, or else we must alternate tbe co mmsa d 
of the force for a certain period every three months.^ I Ibrtber stated 
tljat '' I should wish to perform, to the best of my ability, aoj doty ca- 
trusted to me, but that I had neither that respect for the cbaneter, lor 
that confidence in the judgment of Mr. Tolmer, which wonld allow me t» 
uliare my duties with him.'' — 365. What instructions did tbe Govenaoit 
(rive with regnrd to visiting the stations afler reoeiring that reply ? Tbe 
whole is detailed in correspondence No. 339 of 1855. (See appendix)^— 
366. As in consequence of other duties, you did not visit tbe oot-stataoas 
once in three months as requested by the Government, did tbe sopcria- 
tendent visit those stations every three months? He baa Tisited the 
statir^s where there were inspectors, but to the best of my bdief, not ooee 
in thn:c months. I cannot remember the dates, but the exact periods c« 
l>e given.— 367. Did yrm suspend the superintendent from bis duties? I 
directed the superintendent not to resume the performance of his dutici^ he 
Wing, at the same time I gave those instructions, sick and unable to per- 
fr/rm his duties. — 368. Did you intend that that should be tantamoont t» 
finNf>ending him? Not in the acceptation which I subseqnently food 
given to the word ; 1 intended merely to prohibit the superintendent fnm 
rxercising cr>mmand in the force, when he refused to obey my orders. 368L 
In what (Mirticuhir respect had he disobeyed your orders? In refbsif 
to give up what I considered to be official documents. — 370. Were yoa 
snpiK^rtcd by the Government in the act which yon committed in sospcad- 
ifig th*' superintendent ? I did not use the wora suspension to tbe GorcrS' 
rnent, though I inadvertently made use of it in reporting what I bad done, 
\.t} the Govenjmcnt ; and J was not supported in the suspension, under tbe 
meaning given t^> that word by the uovemment — 371. Did tbe Gofsrs- 
tr.ent think vou right in what vou had done under any interpretation of tbe 
act ? The Government considered that I might have ordered, with a view 
to pre«erving the discipline of the corps, that Mr. Tolmer sboold not go sa 
duty till certain charges against bim bad been disposed of; and this was 
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all that I ever intended to do. — 372. Would yon state to the committee 
what was the precise charge upon which you suspended Mr. Tolmer ? As 
before stated, the refusal to give up documents which I directed him to 
send to my office. — 373. Did the Government investigate that charge? 
Yes. — 374. Did they decide that the documents which you thought 
official were so ? His Excellency considered that the view held by Mr. Tolmer 
of the property in those papers was on the whole a very natural one, in the 
absence of an instruction to return them ; and which from the nature of 
the documents, he having no sufficient evidence before hitn to the contrary, 
his Excellency considered it improbable that any such instructions were 
ever given. He therefore directed the return of the papers to Mr. Tolmer 
as his property. — 875. Then on the whole, I presume Mr. Tolmer was 
correct in supposing that you had no right to demand the papers which 
you called upon him to deliver up ? His Excellency considered him right. 
— 276. And in so far you were wrong, I presume, in suspending him ? I 
do not consider that follows, inasmuch as I believed that the documents 
which I required were official ones, and the property of Government, and 
to be returned whenever I required them. — 377. You were not, however, 
justified in that suspension by the result, were you ? His Excellency was 
the judge in the matter, and he directed the papers to be returned to Mr. 
Tolmer. The official correspondence No. 82 which I hand in, contains the 
whole particulars with reference to Mr. Tolmer's suspension, and the de- 
cision of the executive thereon. (See appendix). — 378. Was Mr. Tolmer 
requested to resume his duties afber that decision of the dispute between 
you in his favour? There never was, there never could be, a dispute 
between Mr. Tolmer and myself; and Mr. Tolmer no longer belonged to 
the police at the time the decision was given. — 879. Why did he no longer 
belong to the police at the time the decision was g^ven in his favour ? 
Because the office of superintendent had been previously abolished. — 880. 
When you found that it was resolved to abolish the office of superintendent 
did you recommend Mr. Tolmer to any other situation in the force? No. — 
881. Did you recommend any other officer in the force to any other 
situation, whose office it was intended should be abolished? Yes; Mr. 
Drew, whose appointment at the port was abolished I recommended to the 
iunior inspectorship of mounted police in Adelaide. — 882. Did you enter 
into anything in the nature of a protest against Mr. Tolmer*s reappoint- 
ment ? I st&ted my opinion that it was very unfair that by the abolition 
of Mr. Tolmer's appointment another officer should be superseded and 
placed in a lower rank; as when Mr. Tolmer took the appointment of 
superintendent, he of course accepted it with all its chances. — 888. Did 
you state to the Government, that if Mr. Tolmer applied for reappointment 
you would make specific charges against him ? I stated that I would do 
so if I found that there was any intention to reappoint him. — 384. Did he 
make application for reappointment ? He sent in an application to me. — 
885. Did you forward that application ? No ; I returned it to him. — 386. 
Why did you return it to him ? I returned it to him, inviting him to 
erase the word " forthwith." He had requested me to forward the appli- 
cation forthwith to the governor, and I looked upon such a request as 
almost tantamount to an order ; and that the word forthwith was an im- 
proper one for a subordinate to use to a superior in such a case. — 387. Did 
you make those charges against Mr. Tolmer to the Government, which you 
threatened ? I sent in to the Government the charges which I intended to 
prefer, in the event of Mr. Tolmer's application for reappointment to the 
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police beinp sent in, as I did Dot know whether he had sent it in direct 
or not. — 388. Would you furnish the committee with a copy <tf these 
charges? Certainly. — 389. (By Mr. Baker). What docnmenli were 
they which you demanded from Mr. Tolmer, and which he *l<»i?l"—<^ to 
deliver up ? They were documents on which I believed the w(»ds ** to be 
returned " had been originally written, or with which a memorazidam to 
return them had been sent ; and when Mr. Tolmer stated that he had no 
documents with those words upon them, I requested him to send all tiie 
documents he had that I might take out those which properly belonged to my 
office. — 390 What was the nature of those documents ? I cannot remem- 
ber, I believe they were memoranda. — 391. Do you mean that the docu- 
ments had been returned by yon to Mr. Tolmer ? No ; I mean documents 
which I had sent to Mr. Tolmer for his infoimation and guidance, and to 
be returned to me afterwards as part of my office records, and not doea- 
ments which I bad at any time refused to receive. — 392. Do yon mean 
that they were documents sent by you to Mr. Tolmer for his guidance in 
the performance of his official duties ? They were official documents sent 
by me ; but I cannot tell upon what subject, or to what they referred^— 
393. Do you not keep copies of all official documents forwarded by yoo, 
and a record showing the date at which they are so forwarded ? No ; 
short memoranda are frequently sent to an officer for his information and 
guidance, and are returned by him when acted on and then kept in the 
record. —394. What means had you of knowing that Mr. Tolmer had any 
documents in his hands which you were entitled to ask for at the time yoo 
made the demand upon him ? My own and my clerk's recollection. — 395. 
Then surely, if your own clerk's recollection was sufficient to entitle yoa to 
make the demand, it should be sufficient to enable you to state to the com- 
mittee the nature of the documents demanded ? It is, however, not so ; I 
have no recollection. — 396. Was not the demand made in the expectation 
that Mr. Tolmer might have documents in his hands of which no record 
existed in your office ? It was made in the belief that Mr. Tolmer had 
either forgotten or omitted to return certain papers which, in ordinary 
course, ought to have been sent back at the time. 
Adjourned. 



I. 

Appendix to Etidence on Management op Police Fobcb. 

(Vide answers to questions, 356, 357, and 358. ) 

**No. 249/54. '' September ^"Jih.X^U, 

**SiH, — Observing from the police estimates for the approachiog 
year, that quarters will be provided by ^.Government for the superin- 
tendent of police, might I beg the favour of your informing me whether 
it is intended that this officer should reside at the barracks, or whether, a« 
at present, house-rent will be allowed in lieu of quarters. There are 
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only qaarters for the two inspectors at the barracks, and it is highly desir- 
able that they should reside there. 

** I have, &c., 

"P. EasBTOK Wabbtjbton, 

" Commissioner of Police. 
" Colonial Secretary/' 



" No. 292/54. «« Deoemher 16th, 1854. 

** Sib, — With reference to the estimates for 1855, which accompanied 
your letter of the 11th inst., I observe therein a new police appoint- 
ment, viz., a superintendent to whom quarters and 3502. per annum 
are allowed. Should there be any particular duties which Government, on 
making the appointment, intended should be annexed to it, I would beg 
the favour of being furnished with a detail of them. Should the disposal 
of the superintendent's services be left to me, I should suggest the pro- 
priety of that officer being required to reside within the city of Adelaide. 
I would also, hereafter, submit for approval a draft of the * instructions ' 
which I should propose issuing for the superintendent's guidance, as I 
should otherwise be apprehensible of the superintendent and inspectors clash- 
ing in their duties. Whilst on this subjecti I would further beg to be 
informed whether any, and what rate of travelling allowances, is to be 
passed to the superintendent. I do not anticipate that the superintendent 
will have much travelling, but think it better to ascertain at once the 
intentions of Government upon the subject of his allowances. 

** I have, &c., 

"P. EaEBTON Wabbfbton, 

** Commissioner of Police. 

** The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 






Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

No. 49/55. *' January 6th, 1855. 

" Sib, — I do myself the honour to inform you, by direction of the officer 
administering the Government, that his Excellency has been pleased to 
promote Mr. Tolmer, the late senior inspector of the mounted police, to 
be fuperintendent of the force, from the 1st instant inclusive, as notified 
in yesterday's Gazette, 

" His salary will be 8502. per annum, with 602. per annum in lieu of 
quarters. 

" You are requested to make known this promotion officially to Mr. 
Tolmer. 

** I have, &c., 

<*OliIYEB E. BlOHABDSON, 

''Acting Colonial Secretary. 
** The Commissioner of Police.*' 

« Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 
'* No. 116/55. ** January 10th, 1855. 

" Sib,— Adverting to your letter of the 16th ultimo (3681/54), and to 
the subsequent creation of the office of superintendent of police, 1 have 
now the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the instructions sub- 
mitted by vou for the gpiidance of that officer in the performance of his 
duty, whicl^ have been approved by his Excellency the officer administering 
the Government, and which I am to request that yoa will communicate to 

VOL. n. xj 
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Mr. Tolmer officially, and have recorded as part of tbe standing orders for 
the regulation of the police force. 

** I have, &c., 

"Oliyeu E. Riohabdson, 
*< To the Commissioner of Police.'' '' Acting Colonial Secretary. 

(Enclosure referred to.) 
" Copy of Instrnctions to the Superintendent of Police. 

'< The superintendent of police has general control over both forces (foot 
and mounted), and will, in the commissioner's absence, exercise command 
of tbe police, under the commissioner's directions. The superintendent 
will reside in Adelaide, and his place of residence is to be made known as 
soon as possible to the inspectors of the mounted, metropolitan, and port 
police, who are directed to refer to him for orders on emergent occanoos 
when the commissioner himself is not present. The superintendent b re- 
quired to see that the spirit of all existing orders is duly acted up to. He 
will periodically inspect the arms, accoutrements, clothing, ammunition, 
equipments, and horses of the police at Adelaide and the Port ; and also 
the books kept by the inspectors and quartermaster (not paymaster), report- 
ing at once to the commissioner any deviation from the established system. 
The regularity of the interior management and economy of the police, 
the general good order and discipline of tbe force, are subjects which will 
require the superintendent's constant attention. A report of any disturb- 
ance, fire, or other extraordinary circumstance, is to be immediately made 
to the superintendent, who will, if necessary, forthwith repair to the spot. 

The authority of the superintendent extends over the whole police ; but 
this authority is to be exercised in enforcing strictly all existing orders 
and regulations ; in issuing, when necessary, detailed instructions for the 
apprehension of accused persons, or tbe performance of other police duties; 
and in carrying on the current routine of business during the commis- 
sioner's absence. Tbe superintendent is not authorized to issue, during the 
commissioner's absence, any orders at variance with the existing and esta- 
blished rules of the force; nor has he authority either to censure or com- 
mend officially and publicly the conduct of officers or men of the police — 
a prerogative which can never be beneficially extended beyond the head of 
a department. The inspectors are responsible to the commissioner for the 
proper performance of all their duties ; and tbe superintendent's reports, 
added to the commissioner's own observations, will gpiide his judgment of 
their respective merits." 

Vide answer to Question 365. 

" No. 109/55. *' Apnl 2(WA, 1856. 

*' Sib, — 1 have the honour to report, that with the sanction of his 
Excellency I propose proceeding on Monday next to Port Wakefield, and 
from thence to the police-station at tbe extremity of Yorke's Peninsula. 
The superintendent will carry on the office routine during my absence. 
And I would take this opportunity of requesting that his services as a 
magistrate may be made available for visiting the gaol and convict 
stockade, not only during my temporary absence, but also as occasion may 
require when 1 am at Adelaide, for the superintendent has then very little^ 
to do, and can select his own time to do it. 

** I have, &c., 

"P. Egeeton Wabbuetoit, 

" The Hon. Colonial Secretary." '< Commissioner of Police. 
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** Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 
"No. 920. •' A'pHl 26^A, 1855. 

<< Sib, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (1227/55) of 
the 20th in8t.» and have now the honour to inform you that by direction 
of his Excellency the officer administering the Government, Mr. Tolmer, 
the superintendent of police, has, in accordance with your request, been 
directed to make a weekly inspection at uncertain periods of the convict 
prison. Dry Creek, in his capacity as a J. P., whether you may be at 
headquarters or not. 

<' With respect to your remark as to the duties of the superintendent 
whilst you are in Adelaide, his Excellency instructs me to observe that he 
might and ought to be directed to visit the police, both mounted and foot, 
at the stations in Adehdde and Port Adelaide, and on their beats, at uncer- 
tain times by day and night, to report how the duties are performed. He 
should also at other times visit the rural inspectors and out-stations, so as 
to divide that duty with yourself. 

"Every station where an inspector is placed — except, perhaps. Port 
Lincoln — should be visited either by yourself or the superintendent, at 
least once in three months regularly. 

" 1 have, &c., 

"Olivbb K. Eiohabdson, 

" Acting Colonial Secretary. 

" To the Commissioner of Police." 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 
" No. 124/55. « May \Uh, 1855. 

<* Sib, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 920 of the 26th ultimo, and to report that the duties therein laid 
down for the superintendent have been fully and satisfactorily performed 
by the respective inspectors. The superintendent has visited the metro- 
politan and port stations, as also the barracks, but I will issue further 
instructions to this officer in the terms of your letter under reply. I 
cannot but view your letter under acknowledgment as one implying the 
disapprobation, if not censure, of his Excellency. It takes, though not in 
words, yet in reality, the interior control of the police out of my hands ; 
it divides the command of the police between the superintendent and my- 
self; we must either both be absent at the same time, or else we must 
alternate the command of the force for a certain period every threo 
months. 

« An inspection of every police-station on the eastern, south-eastern, 
and southern lines, would occupy, probably, six weeks; whilst the northern 
stations (Torke's Peninsula included) would now occupy about the same 
time ; and when a station is established at the Frome, will occupy even 
more than six weeks. On this calculation I should be absent one half of 
the year, and the superintendent would be absent the other. 

**The appointment of superintendent of police was not made at my 
recommendation or request. I did not consider it necessary ; and I had 
some difficulty in making out duties for the superintendent to perform, and 
at the same time prevent creating an injurious and vexatious interference 
with those duties which belonged to the inspectors of police. The regula- 
tions which I framed were approved of by superior authority, and I have 
strictly confined the superintendent to them. I should wish to perform, to 
the best of my ability, any duty entrusted to me; but I have neither that 

17 2 
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respect for the character, nor that confidence in the jadgment of Mr. 
Tolmer, which wonld allow me to share my daties with him. I reloctantly 
express my opinion npon this subject. Had it been possible, I wonld have 
kept it to myself; bat I am now compelled to state distinctly, that of my 
own free will I would not entmst the uncontrolled command of (^ police 
to Mr. Tolmer for one hour. I am convinced that Mr. Tolmer is utterly 
unfit to be entrusted with discretionary authority. I need hardly refer to 
the want of harmony, or to the parties and cabals amongst the members 
of the force, which existed when I was placed in my present position. If 
matters are now in a better state, it is mainly owing to the fact that I have 
curbed Mr. Tolmer's efforts to snatch at power and authority, for the riffht 
exercise of which he has neither talent, temper, nor tact. Mr. Tolmer has 
been a long time in the police, and is therefore well qualified to be a useAil 
subaltern, if kept under constant and proper restraint ; and as such, and 
such only, I have availed myself as much as possible of his services. His 
Excellency will, I hope, pardon my saying what I feel to be due to myself. 
I was in the exercise of high and responsible duties when Mr. Tolmer was 
a boy. Seniority alone, therefore, would make me unwilling to admit him 
to an oflcial equality with myself; but entertaining the opinion of his 
character as above stated, self-respect precludes the possibility of our ever 
serving together on anything approaching to an equity. 

" I am very unwilling to allow the superintendent to interfere with the 
inspectors more than absolutely necessary, because almost as much 
mischief may arise from too much as too little supervision. I have 
endeavoured to foster amongst the police officers the pride and self-respect 
of men who feel that they are trusted ; and, with one exception, I have no 
reason to regret the course adopted. It must be remembered that I have 
not the selection of the officers, and am therefore compelled to take on 
trust, for a certain time, those who are given to me. In the case of Mr. 
Rodda (the exception referred to), his errors are personal more than official, 
and were mostly committed a few weeks after I had inspected every station 
in his division. His conduct was, in some instances, scarcely that of a 
sane man ; yet he beg^n very well, and I heard no complaint against him 
whilst travelling through his district. His case is, I think, an exception 
to a general rule, not an example to show how little those gentlemen now 
in the force can be trusted. Government has not given me the nomination 
of the subordinate police officers, nor do I think such trust essential to the 
efficiency of the force ; but if I am denied the power of judging when, 
where, and how I can best employ them according to my knowledge of 
their characters and capacities, then the command of the police force if 
virtually taken from me, and I remain the mere nominal head of a depart- 
ment, in which I might incur blame, but could scarcely earn any credit. 

** I have, &c., 

"P. EasBTON Wabbubtoit, 

« Commissioner of Police. 

" The Hon. Colonial Secretary." 

<' Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 
" No. 1075. " May 22nd, 1866. 

*' SiE, — I have the honour, in reply to your letter of the 14th inst., to 
express the regret of the officer administering the Government that 
you should have misconceived the object of the letter addressed to yon 
from this office on the 26th ultimo, by supposing that his Excellency 
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intended therein to convey any censure, or proposed to divide the command 
of the police between you and the superintendent, Mr. Tolmer. 

" His Excellency directs me to observe that you yourself obliged him to 
interfere in the way he did by calling attention to the fact, in marked 
terms, that the superintendent had very little to do when you were present. 
It became necessary, therefore, for his ExceUency to point out various duties 
upon which that officer might be employed, in order to obviate the incon- 
venience complained of. If there are too many officers in the police force, 
whidi, however, does not seem apparent to his Excellency, the proper 
course, I am directed to remark, would be to reduce the junior inspector, as 
being the officer whose superintendence is the least effectual, and who has 
the least experience and the least authority. The superintendent stands, 
in regard to the commissioner, in a position of authority somewhat analo- 
gous to that of a major in a regiment, and must, according to all laws of 
discipline, command every one of inferior rank when on duty in your 
absence. Mr. Tolmer womd have exercised this degree of authority in the 
mounted police, prior to his promotion to a superior post, which now gives 
him that power over both arms of the force — ^foot and mounted. It was 
not hi^ Excellency'p intention to intimate that you should equally divide 
your duties of district inspection with Mr. Tolmer, but merely to state 
that the district inspectors, with the exception of Port Lincoln, should be 
visited at their headquarter stotion once in three months, by one of the 
two superior officers of the force. If this system be not carried out, the 
out-stations would have less efficient supervision now than before the 
appointment of district inspectors ; because formerly they were under the 
direct supervision of the commissioner of police. The rural inspectors 
themselves require supervision, as all subordinate officers do; and they 
must expect to be subject to such visite by any superior officer whom you 
may order upon that duty. 

"His Excellency further directs me to observe, with reference to your 
remark that you * have not the selection of the officers,' that it is quite clear 
that no Government can leave with the heads of departments the entire 
patronage of th^ir respective departments, as in such case, besides the 
inconvenience, every subordinate would be liable to lose his office whenever 
the head of the department was changed. Every reasonable attention, 
however, would, and ought to be paid, that no subordinate is appointed 
whose qualifications are not admitted by the head of a department. And th 
extent or degree of supervision which the Government may exercise ove 
any department is not, his Excellency observes, matter for controversy 
for, as the head of the Government is responsible to the Legislature for th 
conduct of every department, it must always remain as a matter of judg- 
ment with him, without reference to official punctilios, where and when, 
and in what detail, his sense of public duty and responsibility may dictet 
interference. 

" I have, &C., 

*<0. E. BlOHABDSON, 

*< Acting Colonial Secretary. 
'* The Commisuoner of Police." 
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II. 

'* Police Commissioner'B Office, Adelaide, 

<* December 21ai, 1855. 

*' Sib, — In referring to the enclosed note, addressed to Mr. Hart, keeper of 
the ' Family Hotel,' in Currie Street, I pass over the questionable propriety 
of the superintendent of police corresponding in such terms of familiarity 
with any licensed victualler in Adelaide, and turn to the fact that Mr. 
Tolmer conveys to this publican his regret that, under the circumstances of 
Mr. Tolmer's having called at his house for his gig on the night of the 6th 
instant, he (the publican) should be put to so much ' unnecessary annoy- 
ance.' These last words convey a most offensive, and, I may add, unjust 
imputation, against the police mspector who laid the information; and they 
exhibit a very irregular and injurious instance of two police officers 
appearing, one in person, the other by letter, in court ; the one to prose- 
cute, the other to defend. I must observe, first, that if the superintcoident 
of police thought there were f x>od and sufficient g^unds for withdrawing 
the information laid, he could have communicated his reasons to me; I 
should then have inquired carefully into the question, and directed it one 
way or the other. Secondly, the information was not laid because Mr. 
Tolmer was admitted inte the house when he went for his g^, as this did 
not occur for a quarter of an hour afterwards; but because the publican 
had his tap-room open, and persons drinking at his bar, and carrying liquor 
out of the tap-room, contrary to law*. Had this case been one within the 
police department I should have invited Mr. Tolmer to withdraw and apolo- 
gize for his offensive expression, and only troubled his Excellency with the 
papers in event of his refusing to do so. But this note has been sent to 
Mr. Hart, and by him handed to the magistrate in open court ; and when 
the case now remanded again comes on, Mr. Hart of course will use it as a 
proof of the * unnecessary annoyance ' to which he has been put by the 
police, and will thus endeavour to bring odium upon a meritorious officer 
who has only done his duty ; it is therefore impossible for Mr. Tolmer to 
remedy the mischief he has caused, even were he now to withdraw his 
note. 

" Mr. Tolmer's conduct in this instance appears to strike so deeply at the 

public reputation of the force, in which he holds so high a position, and to 

be 80 subversive of that co-operative cordiality which ought to exist 

between two officers of the same department, that I feel it my duty to 

obtain the sentiments of his Excellency the Govemor-in-Chief on the 

subject; and I am the more impelled to tnis course because I have severtl 

tinies cautioned Mr. Tolmer against a continuance of that line of conduct 

which embroiled the whole force when he was at its head; and have urged 

upon him the necessity of conducting himself more calmly, and in a more 

cotnciliatory and judicious manner towards all with whom he was in official 

<^0'^Kinexion. 

"P. Egbeton Wabbubton, 

" Commissioner of Police. 
». the Colonial Secretary." 



«( 
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"Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 
2621/55. « December 22nd, 1855. 

Sib, — Having laid before his Excellencj the Qovemor yoor letter of 
yesterday's date (4146/55) enclosing a note, herewith returned, addressed 
by Mr. Superint^dent Tolmer, to Mr. G. Hart, landlord of ' Doran's Family 
Hotel,' expressing his regret at the ' unnecessary annoyance ' to which Mr. 
Hart had been subject^, in consequence of an information having been 
laid agunst him for not closing his door at ten p.m. I bave the honour to 
inform you in reply, that Mr. Tolmer's conduct in this case appears to his 
Excellency to require very clear and full explanation. His Excellency 
directs me to observe* that it is difficult as the matter stands at present, to 
fancy a graver dereliction of duty or a more complete antagonism to every 
object which, as an officer of police he should have had at heart, than is 
dbplayed in the very gross, familiar, and unfounded insinuations contained 
in his note to Mr. Hart. 

" I have, &c., 

"B. T. FiKiriss, 

" Colonial Secretary. 
" To Major Warburton, J.P., Commissioner of Police." 



" The superintendent of police is directed to furnish a clear and full 
explanation upon the subject of a note which he addressed to Mr. Hart, of 
the ' Family Hotel,' relative to an information- laid against him by an in- 
spector of police, as herein required by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief. 

"P. EaBETON Wabbfeton, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

** Hotel, Currie Street, December ISth, 1855. 
" Sib, — I regret to have to inform you that an information has been laid 
against me for not closing the outer door of mj licensed premises on the 
night of the 6th of this month. As the door was opened expressly to admit 
you and family for the purpose of obtaining your horse and gig, will you 
be so good as to give me a note to that effect, in case I should have to 
appeal to the magistrate ? You may probably remember that Mr. and Mrs. 
Beare, of Netley, came in for their horse and gig about the same time. 

** 1 remain, sir, 

** Your humble servant, 

(Signed) «G. Haet. 
*• To A. Tolmer, Esq." 

*< North Adelaide, December 19th, 1855. 
"Deae SiB,^In reference to the information which has been laid 
against you for not closing the outer door of your licensed premises at ten 
o'clock, on the evening of the 6th instant, I have to state that on the 
night in question I was at the theatre with my family, whence, after the 
performance was concluded, we proceeded to your hotel for the purpose of 
obtaining my gig, where I am in the habit of leaving it on such occasions. 
Upon presenting ourselves at the door it was opened to us, and I believe to 
Mr. Beare, of Netley, who also solicited admittance for a similar object. I 
the more regret, therefore, that under these circumstances you should be 
put to so much unnecessary annoyance. Availing myself of the oppor- 
tunity which now offers, I beg to state that whilst my family were 
cojouming on the Murray 1 lodged at your house six or seven months, 
during which time I can testify that no person could possibly have ron- 
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ducted hii hnrmi better, or m«;ti^Sn<Ki and praeerred better order thin 
joadkL 

«< I am, &€., 

" SaperinteDdent 
*• Mr. G. HirL" 

^ Korth Adelaide, J>eeewAmr 27a, 1855. 

" Sir, — I do mjaelf tbe boooor to acknowledge tbe receipt of copr of a 
letter, No. 2621 ; and in compliance with jonr minnte thereon, dated 24tii 
inatant, npon the aal^ect of a note I addreaaed to Mr. Hart, of the ' Faouly 
Hotd/ r^atire to an information laid againat bim by Inapector Hattoo, 
I beg to anbmit the following explanation, £or tb^ informatioB of hia Exeel- 
leocT the Goremor-in-Chief : — 

" first On the night referred to in the note, I took my fiunily to tbe 
theatre ; and as jon are aware I am not allowed any peraonal privilegei^ I 
waa myself compelled to take my gig to a place of aecority. 

" Second. After the performance waa conclnded I forthwith proceeded 
with Mrs. Tolmer and children to Mr. Harfa Hotel, where the gig waa; on 
reaching the front door we fonnd it doaed, bat on knocking were admitted; 
I then went into the atable and aaaiated the groom to hameaa the hone^ 
and returned home. 1 would here obaenre the back gatea were doaed, ao 
that there were no meana of gaining admittance into the atable except 
through the house. 

" l^ird. On the 18th instant Mr. Hart forwarded to me the endoaed 
noto in reference to the information which bad been laid, and requesting 
that I should famish him with a few lines to the preaiding magiatoit^ 
Aa the doors had been expressly opened for my admittance, I deemed it 
but an act of justice to grant hu application, and accordingly I hurriedly 
penned the noto in question. 

Tourth. Advertmg to the intenriew which I had with you on the 
24th instant, you informed me the police saw me knock and enter Ifr. 
Hart's Hotd ; if that be the case* 1 cannot understand why, aa auperin- 
tendent of police, Inapector Hutton did not speak to me upon the subject 
prior to laying the information ; by ao doing I should have had an oppor- 
tunity of expUining. If, however, after the foregoing full explanation bis 
Excellency should conceive that I have erred, I beg you will please assure 
him that it was far from my intention to thwart tbe police ; on the con- 
trary, it has been ever my duty and aim to atrenuously support and uphold 
the police. 

** On the 18th of Februaxy next I shall have completed sixteen (16) years' 
service, during which long period I confidently and with much respect 
refer to the honourable tbe colonial secretary, who will prove if neceaaary, 
by documentary evidence in hia office, that I have frequently received the 
thanks of Government for the aealoua and faithful manner I have dis- 
charge the very important dutiea entrusted to me. I wouldi add also, 
that the Legislative Council voted me 100^. aa a reward for my arduous 
services in esteblishing the overland gold eacort to Victoria, which I anbmit 
ia in itself a highly flattering mark of thdr eateem and approbation. 

" I have^ Ac,, 

"ALEXAITDBB TOLlCXBy 

** Superintendent of PoUce. 
** The Gommiaaioner of Police." 
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*< Police Commissioner's Office* 

'* December 28M, 1855. 

" Memoraudnm. — Upon the two first paragraphs of the superintendent's 
letter of the 27th instant I would remark, that Mr. Tolmer's proceedings 
on the evening in question had nothing whatever to do with the infor- 
mation laid against the publican. I distinctly and repeatedly told Mr. 
Tolmer, on the 24th instant (three days before he wrote this letter), that the 
breach of the law on which the information was laid, had been noticed by 
the police a quarter of an hour before Mr. Tolmer went to the house. The 
information was not laid becanse Mr. Tolmer obtained admission into the 
house, ;but because the tap-room was open and lighted; people were 
drinking at the bar, and liquor was being taken out of the house. All this 
I told Mr. Tolmer some days ago. The ofifenco has been proved, and the 
man fined 2Z. for it. 

" On the third paragraph, it will be evident from the above that the 
publican's note to Mr. Tolmer states an untruth, written apparently for the 
purpose of making a tool of Mr. Tolmer. I must add, that although the 
inspectors are required to refer to me those cases only about which they 
themselves have some doubt, yet it is well understood that all informations 
are laid by my orders or with my consent, given either verbally or tacitly. 
Mr. Tolmer could not have been ignorant of this. Had he therefore on receipt 
of Mr. Hart's note applied to me, or even inquired of the officer who laid the 
information, he would at once have learned the real state of the case; and 
even that his interference on behalf of the publican was quite uncalled 
for. 

'* With respect to the first portion of the fourth paragraph, the police did 
see Mr. Tolmer go to the house; and from having done so they are enabled 
to state that he did not arrive there till a quarter of an hour after the 
event on which the information was laid. But this was in itself a very un- 
important fact ; and as Mr. Tolmer's name never appeared in the matter till 
he put it in himself, Mr. Hutton was not, I think, blameable for not having 
spoken to the superintendent upon a subject in which he was known to 
have no concern, and in which he was njt expected to take any part. 
Further, I would observe that the inspectors make all their reports to me, 
and receive their orders from me also; but Mr. Tolmer, whilst blaming an 
inspector for not referring a case to the superintendent, appears to forget 
that he himself neglected to refer it to his immediate superior, the com- 
missioner, and without permission, or even inquiry into the subject, 
' hurriedly penned' a note, to be produced in open court, in which he accuses 
the inspectors directly, and the commissioner indirectly, of giving ' so much 
unnecessary annoyance,' and endeavours to place a man who had broken 
the law in the lignt of a much injured person suffering under the unmerited 
persecution of the police. 

" I have, &c., 

" P. EaEETOir Waebueton. 
The Hon. Colonial Secretary. 



«(i 



*' N.B. — I observe I have omitted one point. It has no sort of connexion 
with the case, but having been thrust in by Mr. Tolmer, calls for remark. 
Mr. Tolmer says he is 'not allowed any personal privileges.' I do not know 
what privileges he expects ; he has the same that I have ; and under the 
supposition that he is again referring sideways to a matter already disposed 
of by his Excellency the officer administering the Qovernment, I b^ to 
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draw attention to the correspondence which took place in March last. 
(Vide Government letter No. 758, dated 21 at March, 1855).'* 



« 



Colonial Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 

72/56. '« Jafmary IMh, 1856. 

"Sib, — In reference to your memorandum of 28th December, 1855 
(4146/55), forwarding Mr. Tolmer's explanation relative to the letter 
iiddressed by him to Mr. Hart, an hotd-keeper in Carrie Street, I am 
directed by the governor to state that his Excellency regrets to find Mr. 
Tolmer's intended explanation contains nothing to justify or palliate his 
very extraordinary conduct as an officer of police. 

** 2nd. The facts of the case appear to be these. The police lay an 
information against a pablican for a breach of the law, viz., keeping his 
tap-room open and lighted, and supplying people therein with liqnor, at an 
hour contrary to law. There is no donbt of these facts for they were 
proved in open court, and the ofiender fined 21, 

** 3rd. The letter, nevertheless, by ascribing the prosecution to the acci- 
dental circumstance of admitting Mr. Tolmer to the house on the night in 
question, induces that gentleman to write a note for production before the 
police magistrate, in which note Mr. Tolmer designates the information 
laid as an ' unnecessary annoyance,' i.e., on the part of that police force of 
which he is himself superintendent. 

" 4th. It appears that Mr. Tolmer took no trouble to make inquiries as 
to the nature of the charge against the publican, and writes as though the 
police had charged Mr. Hart with an offence in opening his door to Mr. 
Tolmer, whereas the charge had no connexion whatever with that act. 

" 5th. Mr. Tolmer, therefore, has not hesitated to write a letter to Mr. 
Hart in reference to a police prosecution, reflecting strongly on the force 
to which he belongs, and unjustly accusing that force of inflicting ' unneces* 
eury annoyance ' on a publican, whilst in point of fact they only did their 
duty by prosecuting and convicting the latter of an offence against the 
law. 

" 6th. In so readily lending himself to the dissemination of what turns 
out to be a most unfounded imputation against the police, Mr. Tolmer has 
exhibited less self-respect and esprit de corps than might have been 
expected from an officer of that force. It would have been a serious error 
to screen an excess of duty on the part of his men, yet an officer might be 
occasionally betrayed into such error by a feeling more likely to engage 
sympathy m his behalf than that which seems to have actuated Mr. Tolmer, 
who appears to have required but little prompting to depreciate the service 
he belongs to, and on a hint from Mr. Hart hurriedly pens (to use his own 
words), for production in open court, the wholly unwarranted statement 
that the police had been occasioning his friend Mr. Hart 'unnecessary 
annoyance.* 

" 7th. Mr. Tolmer must not be surprised, therefore, if his Excellency 
judges of his discretion by his acts, nor if the latter diminished the weight 
due to his assertion that * it has ever been his .aim to strennously support 
and aid the police." 

" 8th. On the contrary, his Excellency regards Mr. Tolmer's conduct in 
this matter, and the unfounded charge which his own published letter has 
disseminated abroad in reference to this transaction, as injurious to the 
ecrvice to which he belongs, and as adding to the obvious difficulties which 
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in all coantries the police have to contend with in carrying out their impor- 
tant task of suppressing irregularities in the houses 0/ puhlicans. 

" 9th. His Excellency, therefore, desires that Mr. Tolmer may he made 
perfectly aware of the strong sense his Excellency entertains of his com- 
plete want of discretion in the matter, and the discreditable readiness with 
which he lent himself to casting a mischievous and undeserved reflection 
on the police. His Excellency also considers that Mr. Tolmer's having 
acted as above without reference to his commanding officer, and without 
troubling himself to make any preliminary inquiries, evinces a want of 
proper subordination which could but affoid an injurious example to the 
officers of the force, if fortunately it were not unlikely to find imitators. 

" loth; Though his Excellency contents himself on this occasion with thus 
expressing his opinion on this correspondence, and in limiting himself to 
such expressions of opinion, because he is desirous of evincing the respect 
which he entertains for Mr. Tolmer's long services, nevertheless as this is 
not the first time that officer's want of judgment and capacity for efficiently 
and usefully exercising any extended authority has been questioned, as is 
proved by the result of an official inquiry into his conduct in 1858, his 
Excellency fears that a recurrence of any similar indiscretion may render 
some more stringent measure than mere censure unavoidable. 

** I have, &c., 

"Olivee K. Richabdson, 

" Pro Colonial Secretary. 

"Janwary 16^A, 1856. 
« Forwarded in original to the superintendent of police, who is requested 
(after careful perusal) to receipt and return it to the commissioner's office. 

" P. Egsbton Waebttbton, 

** Commissioner of Police. 

*' January \Uh, 1856, 
Perused and returned. 

'^AliEXAimBR TOLMEB, 

** Superintendent of Police." 



III. 

'* Adelaide, 

*« March 20^A, 1855. 
*' Sib, — On returning to my residence on the 16th inst., about half-past 
three p.m., I observed Police-constable Bolus» of the mounted police, pro- 
ceeding across the park lands in a state of inebriation. To satisfy myself 
on that point more fully, however, I rode up to him and desired him to 
dismount, in doing which he almost fell backward. This exhibition, I regret 
to state, occurred in view of the volunteers, who were at drill at the time. 
I therefore ordered him to the barracks, expecting of course that his con- 
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dition would be noticed by the proper officer. I now find, however, on 
reference to the Morning State Book in the office, that no report was made 
against him. 

*' I have, &c., 

"ALEXAIirDEB TOLHEB, 

** Superintendent o£ Police. 
^ The Commissioner of Police." 

*' Adelaide, 

<<3farcA 219^,1855. 
" Sib, — On visiting the mounted police stables yesterday afternoon, my 
attention was called to the severely inflamed state of several horses' legs, and 
on inquiry (as I justly conjectured) I was informed by Police-constable 
Bnrtt, the barrack orderly, that the poor animals bad not been exercised — 
one for three, and the other for ten days. As this is a most glaring error, 
and exhibits great ignorance or neglect on the part of the officers whose 
duty it is to attend to this important branch of stable management, I deem 
it my duty to bring the subject to your immediate notice. 

'* I need hardly observe that stable-fed horses should have exercise every 
day, if they are to be kept free from disease. It is a fact well known, that 
if a horse stands idle three or four days he must suffer, and will be disposed 
to fever or to grease, or most of all to diseases of the foot, and if, after 
snch a long time of inactivity, he is ridden fast and far (as a police horse is 
liable to be), is almost sure to have inflammation of the lungs or of the 
foot. The horses referred to in the within report belong to the constables, 
as per margin.^ 

** I have, &c., 

"Alexandee Tolmeb, 

" Superintendent of Police. 
" The Commissioner of Police,'* 



'' Police Commissioner's Office, Adelaide, 

"JfarcA 23rrf, 1855. 



" Memorandum. — The two letters dated respectively 20th and 21st March, 
from the superintendent of police, have been duly received by the com- 
missioner, who has instituted inquiries into the subject brought to notice. 
With regard to the alleged misconduct of Police-trooper Bolus on the 
afternoon of the 16th inst., it appears that returning from duty, he arrived 
in barracks at seven p.m. on that evening, and that on arrival he was seen 
by Police-trooper Burtt, the orderly, and by Police-trooper Bell, the 
inspector's elerk, both of whom state that he was then perfectly sober ; 
it would seem, however, that the superintendent has made a mistake in 
dates, and that it was on the 13th, and not the 16th that he ordered this 
trooper to his barracks. The commissioner fears that there were but too 
good grounds for the charge preferred against Police-trooper Bolus. The 
length of time that has elapsed, and the tact that Police-ti*ooper Bolus has 
been constantly and actively engaged ever since in the performance of 
public duties, prevent the commissioner's taking official notice in this 
instance, of conduct which ought not to have been passed over. On all 
occasions of men being found intoxicated on duty, they should be at once 
placed under arrest, and not released, nor on any account sent on duty until 

^ Police-constable Mudge, Police-constable Wren. 



APPENDIX. 301 

their case has been finally disposed of by competent anthority. To place 
a defaulter on duty, is to put him on an*^equality with his comrades — it is, 
in fact, to overlook his offiee. 

" The commissioner very deeply regfrets that the credit and character of 
the x>olice as a body shoold not have had more weight with the superinten- 
dent, and have made him anxious to avoid, rather than to court an unneces- 
sary public exposure of the faults of a man who wore the same uniform as 
himself. The commissioner does not excuse the fault committed by the 
trooper, but he grieves most sincerely that the offence of an individual, in 
itself sufficiently disgraceful, should have been seized as an opportunity of 
inflicting public disgrace upon the whole force, by an officer who ought to 
have watched over its reputation with a zealous and even partial solicitude. 

'< With respect to the letter of the 21st inst., the commissioner regrets 
to observe that Mr. Tolmer has deviated from the instructions laid down 
for his guidance in the performance of his duties, by officially expressing 
his opinion of the conduct of the inspectors of mounted police in the 
following terms : — 

'"As this is a most glaring error, and exhibits great ignorance or neglect 
on the part of the officers whose duty it is to attend to this important 
branch of stable management,' &c. 

''The superintendent's particular attention is called to the concluding 
paragraph of these instructions, and he is directed in future to abstain 
from passing his censure upon officers who are directly responsible to the 
commissioner for the performance of their duties. The course adopted in 
this matter by the superintendent has been in every way objectionable. 
Inspectors Hamilton and Strong were both at the barracks at the time the 
superintendent visited the stables, but instead of requiring one or both of 
these officers to attend him during the inspection, Mr. Tolmer went round 
the stables by himself, and obtained from a police-trooper the information, 
upon which he grounds a heavy accusation of great ignorance or neglect 
of duty, and transmits this accusation officially to the head of the depart- 
ment, without inquiring first from the officers censured whether the infor- 
mation was correct, and if so whether any satisfactory explanation could 
be offered. The course whidi the superintendent ought to have adopted, 
and which he is requested to follow, is this: — On arrival at the barracks, 
for the purpose of making an official inspection, the superintendent should 
call for the attendance of the senior officer present, point out to him what- 
ever may be found amiss, receive any explanation he may have to offer, and 
then, if necessary, draw the officer's attention to particular orders or 
general usage, as the case may be. 

"Should the subordinate officer upon this express his readiness and 
intention to rectify what may have been pointed out as wrong, then the 
matter may be considered as disposed of, and no report of it need be sent 
to the commissioner. If on a subsequent inspection it be found that the 
points formerly referred to have not been rectified, or if an inspector or 
other subordinate officer does not evince a desire to follow the superinten- 
dent's suggestions, then the matter should be referred to the commissioner 
by a plain report of the simple fact, leaving it to the commissioner to for- 
mally express the only officifd and public opinion upon the merits of the 
case referred. Such a course would have shown that the superintendent 
was desirous of carrying on his own duties in cordial co-operation with the 
other officers of the force; and the commissioner must urge upon Mr. 
Tolmer the necessity of his striving to maintain official cordiality and co- 
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operative union with all the officers with whom he may be officially con- 
nected. The commiflsioner will now refer to the subject respecting which 
the superintendent found fault. In the first place the commissioner him- 
self was employed for more than two hours inspecting the barracks and 
stables on the 19th inst., and he did not see reason to blame the senior 
inspector, who accompanied him, for the state in which he found the horses 
—quite the contrary. Ag^ain the veterinary surgeon visits the stables 
daily and examines the horses. It does not appear that he found any 
horses suffering from neglect. From these two facts the commissioner is 
led to suppose that Mr. Tolmer must have been mistaken as to the severely 
inflamed state of the legs of the two horses which he saw on the 20th. 

" It is reported that several horses' legs were in the above state, but 
two only were particularized. It farther appears that Police-trooper 
Mudge's horse had been exercised to the extent recommended for it by the 
veterinary surgeon, and the Police-trooper Wren's horse, which had lately 
come off* a long journey from the south-eastern district, had not been stabled 
quite two days when seen by the superintendent, and that during these 
two days it was taken at the usual time, morning and evening to the river 
with the other horses. The rider had three days' leave prior to rejoining 
his distant station, and the horse had rest. After having given the whole 
of this case his most careful consideration, the commissioner has much 
pleasure in fulfilling that duty which equity demands by entirely relieving 
the inspectors and subordinate officers of the mounted police from the 
accusation of ignorance or neglect of duty so hastily and so undeservedly 
cast upon them by the superintendent of police. Captain Warburton 
would also express his hope that the superintendent, by conducting his 
public duties in a more calm, conciliatory and judicious manner, will in 
future spare the commissioner the pain of being obliged to disapprove of 
the conduct of an officer who, from bis long standing and high position in 
the police, onght to command the confidence and respect of every member 
of the force. 

'*P. E. Waebtjbton, 

'' Commissioner of Police. 

** The Superintendent of Police. 

'* To be receipted by the superintendent and Inspectors Hamilton and 
Strong, and returned to police commissioner's office. 

" Received March 23rd, and returned. 

"Alexander Tolmeb, 

** Superintendent of Police." 



IV. 



"CHABass preferred against the superintendent of police by the com- 
missioner, for conduct unbecoming the character of a gentleman, in 
the following instances : — 

" Ist, In having on Saturday, the 2nd February, 1856, repeatedly and 
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positively assured me that he had made no commanication upon official sub* 
jects to any member of the Select Committee on the Estimates before the 
21st of January last, he the superintendent well knowing such statement 
to be false. 2nd instance, In having when invited by his Excellency the 
Qovemor-in-Chief to state the nature of the communications upon official 
subjects which he the superintendent had made to any member of the 
said committee, purposely omitted that one connected with his claim for 
stabling and the services of a groom, in order to deceive Qovemment. 

''2nd charge. For conduct unbecoming the character of a police officer 
in the following instances: — Ist instance, In having on or before 
the 19th January last made certain communications upon official 
subjects to the chairman of the select committee on the estimates, 
in yfew of obtaining through the said committee the redress or removal 
of certain supposed grievances ; such conduct being subversive of all 
discipline, and in direct violation of the general orders of the police 
force, especially of an order dated 10th September, 1853, issued under in- 
structions of Qovernment, by the superintendent himself, when holding 
the appointment of commissioner. 2nd instance, In having on the 14th 
February, 1856, directly refused to send certain official documents to the 
commissioner's office, when ordered to do so. Srd instance. In having 
on the 18th February, 1856, refused to attend at the commissioner's office, 
when ordered to do so. 

"P. EOEBTON WaBBXTETON. 

*' Fehrvary 2Qth, 1856," 

'* General Order No. 40, referred to in the first instance of the second 
charge preferred against the superintendent of police by the com- 
missioner : — 

" (Copy.) 

«* September 10th, 1853. 
'*In reference to the honourable colonial secretary's letter which 
was published in Oeneral Order No. 36, on the 7th instant, on the subject 
of a paragraph in the BegUter of that day's date, headed ' Paymaster of 
the police force,' the members of both divisions of the force are hereby 
informed that the attention of the police commissioner has again been 
called to a second paragraph under the same heading, published in the 
paper of the 8th instant, by the honourable colonial secretary, who has 
commanded him in respect thereof to express to Mr. Arnold, and to the 
police constables who may have been in communication with the editor of 
the Register, the dissatisfaction of the lieutenant-governor that the economy 
of the police force should have been brought before the public in the 
manner they have been through their instrumentality ; such conduct is at 
variance with the rules of discipline in an organized body, and must be per* 
emptorily discountenanced. The officers and constables of the police force 
should look to the commissioner of police, and through him to the governor, 
for the redress or removal of any grievance or inconvenience of which they 
may have to complain, and not to the public through the press; it is a 
breach of confidence and a breach of orders, if any officer or constable in 
the police force makes complaints or statements affecting the management 
of that force, to any person not in authority over him ; and such conduct 
materially impairs the efficiency of the police department, by weakening 
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tbe flmtoal coniidgBce which fhould exift for tha good of tha tenrifee 
hrt wMB oflleen and thoae who are auhordinata to tbaiiL 

'*(Sigiiad) AixxAVDXB TounBy 

" Conmnmoiiar of Poliae." 



"CcJonial Secretaiya OfBce, Addaid^ 
** 500/56. '^ Iforcil 17^i» 1856. 

"Sib, — I hare the hoooor to infonn yoa that hia ExoeUencj the 
GorerDor-in-Chicf has pernsed the papen connected with the an^wntion of 
Mr. Toboer, and would have made an earlier commnnication to yon on the 
anbject, were it not that an instmctioa to apply to Mr. Tolmer for the 
letters which he had refused to give np having been inadvertently vi9X' 
lo^ced, a oommnnicatioa to that gentleman became neceaiary before 
replying to yoo. 

" 1. As to yoor suspension of Mr. Tolmer from the oiBee ot superin- 
tendent, I am directed by his Exeellencv to observe that it ia quite dear 
that von have exceeded your authority by such an act. In the absenee of 
any special power given by legislation, none but the governor can suspend 
an officer, accordiog to the unial meaning of the word anspenaioUy whidi 
implies the cessation of an officer's pay and duties from the date dl Us 
anspensioD. The Police Act gives von no such power as commissioDer; 
though you might have ordered, with a view to preserving the diaciplme of 
the corps, that Mr. Tolmer should not go on dufy tiU certain charges 
against him had been disposed ot Ton, however, report that you £k1 
actually on the 14th February suqwnded him ! (Vide 407/56. C. S. O.) 

«'2. Mr. Tolmer's suspension therefore having for the above reasons 
been invalid, that gentleman ia entitled to bis pay to the end of the 
month, at which perioid he ceased to belong to the police force, in conse- 
quence of orders from the head of the Government, dispensing with his 
services in common with those of several public officers as being no longer 
required. 

" 3. Id reference to Mr. Tolmer's reasons for refusing to give up official 
correspondence when required so to do by his superior officer, viz. tluit 
official letters when returned to him, minuted for his instruction, became 
thereby his private property: his Excellency considers such reasons 
entirely insufficient. A certain amount of public business of this and all 
colonies, as also of state departments in En^nd, is carried on by minntei 
on official letters ; and if each minute were to convert those letters when- 
ever they pass through the hands of the writers into private property, 
there could be no such thing as public records. 

<' 4. Such an idea appears to his Excellency so palpably absurd, thai be 
doubts whether Mr. Tolmer ever meant to assert such a principle. His 
Excellency finds in that gentleman's exphmatory letter to the colonial 
secretary, dated the 21st ultimo, that he speaks of papers which he refiised 
to give up as being papers which the commissioner had rejected. On exa- 
mining the documents in question, or at least ten documents given np as 
such by Mr. Tolmer, his Excellency finds that some of thoM ten were 
evidently returned by you, in a manner clearly indicating a refusal to 
receive them. The first is dated January 15th, 1B55, and on it you minnta 
your desire that written reports should not be made to you by Mr. Tolmer 
in future. The subsequent papers have also more or lesa, the dmraeter of 
havinff been minuted by yon with tba expre« view of pvevcntinf cona- 
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spondenoe, and simply or the information of the superintendent. If they 
bore, the diaracter of records, they onght to show the numbers attached to 
them as records in the commissioner's office, which they do not. His Excel- 
lency considers that the view taken by Mr. Tohner of the property in those 
papers was, on the whole, a very natural one, in the absence of an instruction 
to return tiiem. Judging from the nature of the documents, and having no 
sufficient evidence before him to the contrary, his Excellency considers it 
improbable that any such instruction was ever given, and has therefore 
directed me to return the papers to Mr. Tolmer as his property. 

" 5. In reference to other charges advanced by you against Mr. Tolmer, 
hia Excellency is not aware that this Government is at present concerned 
in investigating them ; nevertheless I am directed to remark, that one of 
those charges, viz. that Mr. Tolmer refused to attend at the commissioner's 
office, on the 18th February, subsequent to his suspension on the 14th by 
yon, evinces a very extraordinary apprehension on your part, of the nature 
of a suspension. To his Excellency it appears Uke accusing a man of 
disobedience, when he had previously been released from all obligation to 
obey. 

<* 6. Mr. Tolmer is, however, no longer in the Government service ; and 
as there is no application from him for office, his Excellency is of opinion 
that there exists no immediate necessity for the Government noticing him 
at present. The truth or falsehood of his evidence before the Select Com- 
mittee has therefore ceased to be a matter of importance, except so far as 
it may unjustly affect the character of the police force. That which the 
Government appears most specially bound to investigate is, the truth of 
the remark made by Inspectors Beid and Hutton on Mr. Tolmer's evidence, 
which evidence implied a constant absence of those officers from their duty 
at night, and frequent visits of the superintendent himself to the metro- 
politan station and night beats. That evidence, if false, as they represent 
it to be, ought to be publicly contradicted. It is also proper to add, that 
many of your remarks on Mr. Tolmer's evidence convey useful information, 
as correcting erroneous statements made by Mr. Tolmer. 

"As a matter of mere justice, however, his Excellency thinks that for 
the present Messrs. Beid and Hutton are personally more entitled than 
any others' to expect the Executive to defend their character from what 
they represent as most unjust calumnies, and it is his Excellency's intention 
to take steps with that object. 

" I have, &c., 

"Oliyeb E. Riohabdson, 

" Pro Colonial Secretary. 

"To Major Warburton, J.P. 

" Commissioner of Police." 

♦* Police Commissioner's Office, 
« No. 90. ** March 18M, 1856. 

" Sib, — I have had the honour to receive your letter. No. 600, of yester- 
day's date. I feel called upon, without delay, both to acknowledge my 
deep regret at having exceeded my authority, and also to express my 
acknowledgment of the leniency with which an error of such seeming 
magnitude has been reproved by his Excellency. I trust that the Govemor- 
in-Chief will permit me to offer a few brief remarks which, though no t 
even intended to be exculpatory, may nevertheless, to some extent, accoun t 
for my conduct. 

VOL. II. X 
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*' First of ftll, I haitUj and improperly made me in my letter of the 
word ' lofpeniion/ without reflecting that it conldi and often does, bear a 
different meaning to the one which occupied my mind at the moment (A 
writing. 1 did not, however, make me of thii word to Mr, Tolmer, hot 
merely directed him not to reenme the performance of hit dntiee (he 
waa then tick) until the ordert of GoTcmment had been obtained* The 
word ' impemion ' in the mind of a military oi&cer does not direit an 
offloer of hii military charaoter, thouffh it pute him under a temporanr 
incapacity to exerciae the dutlee of hb itation \ it doee not dieeolf e hie 
ofllcuU connexion with hie nuperiori, nor affect hie commiieion (in the 
preeent initanco ' appointment ' j ; it pute a atop to the ordinary diecharge 
of hie dutiei, but leavce him •till liable to a call to duty. Thie, the mean- 
ing impreeeed on my mind at the time I wrote my letter, may perhapf, 
to iome extent, leiaen the magnitude of mr error in the eyee of nia 
Excellency \ it will abo account for my requiring Mr. Tolmer'a attendance 
at my oiBce. I do not wiah to enter into any lengthened ezpUnation, but 
I bog to aMure hit Kxcollency that I never for a moment thought that 
1 poieoMMjd, or intended to exercife, any authority over Mr. Tolmer, 
which could in anv way affect either hie pay or hia af^ntment. 

"Had I been aoaling with a militai^ officer, I ahould simply have 

filaoed him under arrest— a power which, as his Excellency is well aware, 
s allowed in tlie army to every commissioned offloer, even though he be 
onlv a subaltern, and without which no body of officers or men cotidd be 
held together. 

*< I have, &c., 

'*P. EaiBTOK Wabbubtok, 

« Commissioner of Police. 
<' The Hon. the Colonial Secretary." 
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Elinor Drydcn. By ^f n. I^Iacquoid, Crovn 8ro, 6/, 
Embroidery (Handbook of). Edited by Lady J^lAEtAy Alfoed, 

asA y*iu\hXi^ \jy aatliOfity of tjj<e Rojrai Sdjovl of Art K«t)di£«rodL 
y*"tm 22 Coloured I'kies, Design^ &«, Crown $yo, 5^, 

Emerson {R, W.) Life and Writings, Crourn 8vo, S/, 6^/, 
English Calalo;^ue of Books, VoL IIL, 1S72 — iZ%o, Hofsl 

iJvo, lialf-mofocco, 42/, 

Dramatists 0/ To-day, By W, AscHEfi^ M,A* Crown 

English Philosophers, Edited hyE,B, Iyajs MCxleb, M,A- 

A ften«« iotefxied to give « coodie iriew of the irork< attd Hiref of Efl^^ 
t!)l0kicr«». Crown 8yo yoJume* of 180 or 200 pp,, price ^. 6/. eadi^ 



Vrami* Uaucon^ ly^rTboma* Fowler, 
[famili'^n, by W, If, S, Mofick, 
lUrtk'/ aui ja;u^» MUl, b/ O. S. 
lioiyer 



V<^ Stuart MiU, bf Mf«s Hdoi 
Taylor. 
SHaftesburf asid Htttdietofiy ty 

I'rofes^or Fowler. 
A4am Smithy by /. A Farrer. 
• tioS fit ^Utfud, 

Episodes in the Life of an Indian Chaplain. Crown Siro, 
^xira, 12/. 6/ 
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Episodes of French History. Edited, with Notes, Maps, and 
Illustrations, by Gust AVE Masson, B. A. Small 8vo, 2s. 6d* each. 

1. Charlemacme and the Carlovinarlans. 

2. Louis XI. and the Crusades. 

3. Part I. Francis I. and Charles V. 

„ II. Francis I. and the Renaissance. 

4. Henry IV. and the End of the Wars of Bellgrion. 

Erema ; or. My Father's Sin. 6s. See Blackmore. 

Etcher {The). Containing 36 Examples of the Original 
Etched-work of Celebrated Artists, amongst others: Birket Foster, 
J. E. Hodgson, R.A., Colin Hunter, J. P. Heseltine, Robert 
W. Macbeth, R. S. Chattock, &c. Vols, for 1881 and 1882, 
imperial 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, 2/. 12^. 6d, each. 

Eton. See " Day of my Life," " Out of School," " About Some 
FeUows." 



pARM Ballads. By Will Carleton. Boards, ij. ; cloth, 

•^ gilt edges, is. 6d. 

Farm Festivals. By the same Author. Uniform with above. 

Farm Legends. By the same Author. See above. 

Fashion {History of). See " Challamel." 

Fechner {G. T,) On Life after Death. i2mo, vellum, 2s. 6d. 

Fdkin {R. W,) and Wilson {Rev. C. T.) Uganda and the 
Egyptian Soudan. An Account of Travel in Eastern and Equatorial 
Africa ; including a Residence of Two Years at the Court of King 
Mtesa, and a Description of the Slave Districts of Bahr-el-Ghazel and 
Darfour. With a New Map of 1200 miles in these Provinces ; 
numerous Illustrations, and Notes. By R, W. Felkin, F.R.G.S., 
&c., &c. ; and the Rev. C. T. WiLSON, M.A. Oxou., FR.G.S. 
2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 28j. 

Fern Paradise {The): A Plea for the Culture of Ferns. By 
F. G. Heath. New Edition, fully Illustrated, large post 8vo, cloth, 
gilt edges, Ms. 6d. Sixth Edition. 

Fern World {The). By F. G. Heath. Illustrated by Twelve 

Coloured Plates, giving complete Figures (Sixty-four in all) of every 
Species of British Fern, printed from Nature ; by several full-pago 
and other Engravings. Cloth, gilt edges, 6th Edition, 12s. 6d. 

Few Hints on Proving Wills {A). Enlarged Edition, ix. 

Fields {y» T) Yesterdays with Authors. New Ed., Svo., i6x. 
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First Steps in Convenational French Grammar By F. Jumeh. 
HcitiK An Introcludion to *M*etitei Ixf^on* de ConverwtUon et de 
(irammuirc/' by the Mime Author. Fcap. 8vo, laS pp., !/• 

Florence. Sec " Yriartc." 

Floitfers of Shakespeare, 33 beautifully Coloured Plates. 5/. 

/<wr Lectures on Electric Induction. Delivered at the Royal 
InMitution, 1878 9. I)y T. K. If. Gordon, U.A. Cantab. Wth 
nutncrou» 1 Hunt rat ioni. Cloth limp, iquaro l6mo, 3/. 

Foreign Countries and British Colonies. A series of Descriptive 
liAncnKK)kii. Kach volume will be the work of a writer who bii 
»{)rcUl ac(iualntance with the iubjcct. Crown 8vo, 3/. 6d. each. 

Peru, t;y Clementu R« Markham^ 



Auitralla, by J. K. Vcxcy Fil«gcral<l. 
Austria, by 1). Kay, KK.G.S. 
•('anaclrt, l)y W. KrmM'r Knc. 
Dctutmrk aticl Iceland, by K. C. 
Ott^. 

^'i:yp*f I'X •*^' ^'^^^' Toole, IJ.A. 

Kianrc, by MIhn Nf. KolK*rt«. 
(ireccc, by L. Serjeant, I). A. 
•Ilidlaml, bv R. L. Toole. 
Japan, by S. MoNNnmn. 
•New Zealand. 

•Ternla. by Mnjor-Gcn. Sir F. Gold- 
urnid. 

• ff0i retufyyfi. 

Franc {Maud Jeanne), The following form one Series, small 

pout 8vo, in uniform cloth bindint;M, witli ((lit cd);ei{— ' 

Vermont Vale. 5/. 



Cli. 

UuMia, by W. R. Morfill, M.A. 
Spain, by Rev. Wentworth Webfcter. 
Sweden and Norway, by F. II. 

Woodi. 
•SwitzcrUnd, by W. A. P. Coolidg 

M.A. 
*Turkey-in-Aila, by T. C. McCoaiv 

M.P. 
Wefit Indict, by C. 11. Eden, 

F.ICG.S. 



rmilv'n Choice. 5/. 

Hall II Vitit<y(ird. 4/. 

John'* VVifct A Siory of Mfc In 

South AukUalld. 41. 
Marian ; or, Tlie \A[\\\i of Some 

Oric'N Iloitic. Jr. 
Silken CorcU and Iron Kcttcm. 4/. 



Minnie'M MinNion. 4/. 

Liltlo Mercy. 5/. 

iieatrice Mclton'M DUcipline. 4/. 

No Longer a Child. 4/. 

(;oldcn Giftn. 5/. 

Two Sidci to Every QucMic/n. p. 



Francis (K) IVar^ IVavcs^ and Wanderings ^ including a Cruise 
in itie *' Knnrniliiro Witch/' 2 voIk., crown 8vo, cloth extra, 34/. 

Ftviuart ( The Ihy's), Selected from the Chronicles of Eng- 
land, J'rMnrp, Spain, ^c. jly SrnNKV Lanikr. ITie Volume \% 
fully llhufraird, and uniform with ** The iJoyV King Arthur." Crown 
Hvo, tlotli, 7/, 6r/. 

From Newfoundland to Manitoba / a Guide through Canada s 

Matiilinrt, Miniu;;, and riniilc Trovlncgi. Jiy W» FttAkttft Kas. 
Crvv^n Svo, with nfvcml Mapn, 6/» 
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/ZA-M^ES of Patience. See CabogplH. 

Gentle Life (Queen Edition). 2 vols, in i, small 4to, 6s. 
THE GENTLE LIFE SERIES. 

Price dr. each ; or in calf extra, price icxr. 6d, ; Smaller Edition, cloth 

extra, 2s, 6d, 

The Gentle Life. Essays in aid of the Formation of Character 

of Gentlemen and Gentlewomen. 

About in the World. Essays by Author of " The Gentle Life." 
Like unto Christ, A New Translation of Thomas ^ Kempis' 

" De Imitatione ChristL" 

Familiar Words. An Index Verborum, or Quotation Hand- 
book. . dr. 

Essays by Montaigne. Edited and Annotated by the Author 

of "The Gentle Life." 

The Gentle Life. 2nd Series. 

The Silent Hour: Essay s^ Original and Selected, By the 
Author of " The Gentle Life." 

HcUf Length Portraits. Short Studies of Notable Persons, 
By J. Hain Friswell. 

Essays on English Writers, for the Self-improvement of 
Students in English Literature. 

Other. Peoples Windows. By J. Hain Friswelu 
A Man*5 Tlioughts, By J. Hain Friswell, 



Gilder {W. JI.) Schwatka's Search. Sledging in quest of the 

Franklin Records. Illustrated, 8vo, 12s. 6d. 

GUpin^s Forest Scenery. Edited by F. G. Heath. Large 

post 8vo, with numerous Illustrations. Uniform with '* The Fern 
world," re-issued, *js, 6d. 

Gordon {J. E. H.). See " Four Lectures on Electric Induc- 
tion," ** Physical Treatise on Electricity," "Electric Lighting." 

Gouffi. The Royal Cookery Book. By Jules GouFFi ; trans- 
lated and adapted for English use by Alphonsb GoUFpi, Head 
Pastrycook to ner Majesty the Queen. Illustrated with large plates 
printed in colours. loi Woodcuts, 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 2/* %s, 

■' ' Domestic Edition, half-bound, \os,6d. 

" By far the ablest and most complete work on cookery that hai ever betn tub* 
milted to the gattroaomical world. "-^/'^Z/Afii// Gtuittt, 
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r ^.-.. -L-v. 3" 1''~J.»JL ici Zocca. crown Svo, 6j, 



^,\.' " .'•/■ .^-s- 2r ZiTcT -l-T^" • *-r, 14CS Htaltk J/axtms, 
*'-ttaL ISC Mcnl By W. \V, Hau, A.M., M.D. 
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Harper's Monthly Magazine. Published Monthly. 160 pages, 
fully Illustrated, i/. 

Vol. I. December, 1880, to May, 1881. 
,, II. May, 1 88 1, to November, 1881. 
,, III. June to November, 1882. 
Super-royal 8vo, 8j. tJ. each. 

" ' Harper's Magazine ' is so thickly sown with excellent illustrations that to count 
them would be a work of time ; not that it is a picture magazine, for the engravings 
illustrate the text after the manner seen in some of our choicest Editions deluxe.*'— 
St. James's Gaaette. 

" It is so pretty, so bi^, and so cheap. ... An extraordinary shillingsworth— ^ 
s6o larire octavo pages, with over a score of articles, and more tnan three times as 
many illustrations. ' — Edinburgh Daily Review, 

'* An amazing shillingsworth . . . combining choice literatiffe of both nations. "-^ 
Nonconformist, 

JIatton {Joseph) yournalistic London: Portraits and En- 
gravin*^!*, with letterpress, of Distinguished Writers of the Day. P'cap. 
4to, I2s. td. 



Three Recruits^ and the Girls they left behind them. 

Small post, 8vo, 6s, 

** It hurries us along in unflagging excitement."— Timet, 

Heart of Africa, Three Years' Travels and Adventures in the 

Unexplored Regions of Central Africa, from 1868 to 187 1. By Dr. 
Georg Schweinfurth. Numerous Illustrations, and large Map. 
2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 15^. 

Heath (^Francis George), See "Autumnal Leaves," "Burnham 

Beeches," "Fern Paradise," **Fem World," "Gilpin's Forest 
Scensry," " Our Woodland Trees," " Peasant Life," " Sylvan Spring," 
" Trees and Ferns," ** Where to Find Ferns." 

Heber's (^Bishop) Illustrated Edition of Hymns, With upwards 
of 100 beautiful Engravings. Small 4to, handsomely bound, 7/. td, 
Morocco, l8x. (yl, and2ij. New and Cheaper Edition, cloth, 31. dd. 

Heir of Kilfinnan (Tlte), By W. H. G. Kingston. With 

Illustrations. Cloth, gilt edges, 71. 6d, \ plainer binding, plain 
edges, 5/. 

Heldmann {Bernard) Mutiny on Board the Ship " Leander*' 
Small post 8vo, gilt edges, numerous Illustrations, 'js, 6d, 

Henty (G. A.) Winning his Spurs. Numerous Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, $s. 

■ Comet of Horse ; which see. 

Herrick {Robert) Poetry, Preface by Austin Dobson. With 

xramerous Illustrations, by £. A. Abbey. 4to, gilt edges, 42/. 

History of a Crime {The) ; Deposition of an Eye^niness, The 
Story of the Coup d'fitat. By Victor Hugo. Crown 8vo, 6f. 
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..■>., ■ "^mo, :xr.:iai:j./ 'r:":j-.L. u: i. --iisstciy jound in limp 

.'.., .l*-\\: 7 .'.;j J.':.:.v.'.v A' .V/t' f'tuut/i Oiraii, 

..... ,. -..known '." j-.:r.;::c? : riscn-cr>' of the Gii.':it Z.inil'O-i 

^ -s '»-^*' -V..i. [.. I";e A-in-^'-: l\iile. Vol. II., Tlio Coiilani 

> , l' y .M ai or ."-^ e Riw : ' : n r- •. W i th 24 mil- pa^ and u iJ lull- 

i-.kI >uiaikr IIlL:d:::::;jn£. ij small Maps, aiul i ]ar;u i.i:c. 

'^., '.ciuy ^vo, ciuth extra, 42^. 

^.. Sironj^ and how to Stay so. By William Bl.viki£: 

\ \l.L.iual ot' Kaiiunal, Physical, Gymnastic, and olher Exerciser. 
1 .ii lUu^iracions, small post 8vo, 5^. 

^ .' h'it/r) ^*' Nifuty-TJiree!^ Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 6/. 

toilers of the Sea. Crown 8vo. Illustrated, 6j. ; ftincy 

*Hsi>ds i^' \ doth, 2J. 6</. ; on large paper with all the ori^ral 

i . Translated from the French of .A. 

fl . F&EWES. 120 Illnstntions, xnanv of them 

Hngo hinuel£ Super-royml 8va» clochtJitra, 

i a Crime.'' 
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Hundred Greatest Men {The). 8 portfolios, 21J. each, or 4 

vols., half-morocco, gilt edges, 12 guineas, containing 15 to 20 

Portraits each. See below. 

"Messrs, Sampson Low & Co. are about to issue an important * International' 
work, entitled, 'THE HUNDRED GREATEST MEN :' being the Lives and 
Portraits of the loo Greatest Men of History, divided into Eight Cuisies, each Class 
to form a Monthlj^ Quarto Volume. 7'he Introductions to the volumes are to be 
written by recognized authorities on the different subjects, the English contributors 
being Dean Stanley, Mr. Matthew Arnold, Mr. Froudb, and Professor Max 
Mt^LLEK: in Germany, Professor Helmholtz; in France, MM. Tainb and 
Renan ; and in America, Mr. Emerson. The Portraits are to be Reproductions 
from fine and rare Steel Engnvingt,"— Academy, 

Hygiene and Public Health {A Treatise on). Edited by A. H. 

liucK, M.D. Illustrated by numerous Wood Engravings. In 2 
royal 8vo vols., cloth, One guinea each. 

Hymnal Companion to Book of Cojnmon Prayer. See 

BlCKERSl F.TIf. 



.ILLUSTRATED Text-Books of Art-Education. Edited by 
-^ Edward J. Poynter, R. A. Each Volume contains numerous Illus- 
trations, and is strongly bound for the use of Students, price 5j. ITic 
Volumes now ready are : — 

PAINTING. 



French and Spanish. 
Enfirlish and American. 



Classic and Italian. By Percy 

R. Head. 
Oerman, Flemish, and Dutch. 

ARCHITECTURE. 

Classic and Early Christian. 

Oothio and Benaissance. By T. Roger Smith. 

SCULPTURE. 

Antique : Egyptian and Greek. | Benaissance and ]ffodem« 
Italian Sculptors of the 14th and 15th Centuries. 

ORNAMENT. 

Decoration in Colour. | Architectural Ornament. 

Illustrated Dictionary (An) of Words used in Art and 
Archaeology. Explaining Terms frequently used in Works on 
Architecture, Arms, Bronzes, Christian Art, Colour, Costume, Deco- 
ration, Devices, Emblems, Heraldry, Lace, Personal Ornaments, 
Pottery, Painting, Sculpture, &c., with their Derivations. By J. W. 
MoLLETT, B.A., Officier de Tlnstruction Publique (France); Author 
of ** Life of Rembrandt,'* &c. Illustrated with 600 Wood Engravings. 
Small 4to, strongly bound in cloth, 15J. 

In fiiy Indian Garden. By Phil Robinson, Author of " Under 
the Punkah." With a Preface by Edwin A rnolD) M» A. » C. S. L| &€• 
Crown Svo) limp doth) 4th Edition) 3^. 6</k 
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library of Religious Poetry. A Collection of the Best Poems 
of all Ages and Tongues. Edited by Philip Schaff, D.D., LL.D., 
and Arthur Oilman, M. A. Royal 8vo, 1036 pp., cloth extra, g'lt 
edges, 21/. ; re-issue in cheaper binding, lar. 6d, 

TJndsay (W, S.) History of Merchant Shipping and Ancietit 
Commerce. Over 150 Illustrations, Maps, and Charts. In 4 vols., 
demy 8vo, cloth extra. Vols, i and 2, iij*. ; vols. 3 and 4, I4r. each. 
4 vols, complete for 50J. 

LiUle Britain; together with The Spectre Bridegroom^ and // 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow. By Washington Irving. An entirely 
New Edition ae luxe^ specially suitable for Presentation. Illustrated 
by 120 very fine Engravings on Wood, by Mr. J. D. Cooper. 
Designed by Mr. Charles O. Murray. Re-issue, square crown 
8ro, cloth, dr* 

Long {Mrs. W. If. C) Peace and War in the Transzaal, 
i2nio, y, 6d. 

Lorna Doone. 6j., 31X. 6^?!, 35J. See " Blackmore." 

Low^s Select Novelets. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 3^. dd, 
each. 

Priends: a Duet. By E. S. Phelps, Author of **The Oates 
Ajar." 

Baby Bue : Her Adventures and Misadventures, her Priends 
and her Enemies. By Charles M. Clay. 

The Story of Helen Troy. 
*' A pleasant hooV."— Truth. 

The Clients of Dr. BemaRius. From the French of LuciEN 

BiART, by Mrs. Cashel Hoey. 
The Undiscovered Country. By W. D. Howells. 
A Gentleman of Leisure. By Edgar Fawcett. 

Low^s Standard Library of Travel and Adventure. Cxoyra 8vo, 
bound uniformly in cloth extra, price Ts, 6d, , except where price is 
given. 

1. The Great Lone Land. By Major W. F. Butler, C.B. 

2. The Wild North Land. By Major W. F. Butler, C.B. 

3. How I found Livingstone. By H. M. Stanley. 

4. Througrh the Dark Continent. By H. M. Stanley. 12s. (xt. 

5. The Threshold of the Unknown "Region, By C. R. Mark* 

HAM. (4th Edition, with Additional Chapters, lor. (ki,) 

6. Cruise of the Ohallen^er. By W. J. J. Spry, R.N. 

7. Bumaby*s On Horseback through Asia Minor. lar. 67. 

8. Schweinfurth's Heart of Africa. 2 vols., 15^. 

9. Marshall's Through America. 



i8 Sampson Low^ Marston^ &* Co^s 



IjOwU Standard Navels, Crown 8vo, 6x. each, cloth extra. 

Work. A Story of Experience. By Louisa M. Alcott. 

A Dauffhter of Heth. By W. Black. 

In Silk Attire. By W. Black. 

Kilmeny. A Novel By W. Black. 

lAdy Silverdale*a Sweetheart. By W. BLACK. 

Sunrise. By W. Black. 

Three Feathers. By William Black. 

Alice Lorraine. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Christowell, a Dartmoor Tale. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Clara Van^han. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Cradock Kowell. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Cripps the Carrier. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Erema ; or, My Father's Sin. By R. D. Blackmore. 

I<oma Doone. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Diary Anerley. By R. D. Blackmore. 

An English Squire. By Miss Coleridge. 

Mistress Judith. A Cambridgeshire Story. By C. C. Fraser- 
Tytler. 

A Story of the Dragponnades ; or, Asylum Christ!. By the Rev. 

E. GiLLIAT, M.A. 

A I«aodicean. By Thomas Hardy. 

Far from the Maddingr Crowd. By Thomas Hardy. 

The Hand of Ethelberta. By Thomas Hardy. 

The Trumpet Major. By Thomas Hardy. 

Three Becruits. By Joseph Hatton. 

A Oolden Sorrow. By Mrs. Casiiel Hoey. New Edition. 

Out of Court. By Mrs. Cashel Hoey. 

History of a Crime : The Story of the Coup d*Etat. Victor Hugo 

Ninety-Three. By Victor Hugo. Illustrated, 

Adela Cathcart. By George Mac Donald. 

Guild Court. By George Mac Donald. 

Mary Marston. By George Mac Donald. 

Stephen Archer. New Edition of "Gifts." By George Mac 

Donald. 
The Vicar's Daughter. By George Mac Donald. 

Weighed and Wantinsr. By George Mac Donald. 

[/» the Frtss. 

Diane. By Mrs. Macquoid. 

Elinor Dry den. By Mrs. MaCQUOID» 

%ady Greensleeves. By Helen MathsrAi 
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Low's Standard Novels (continued) : — 

Jolin Holdsworth. By W. Clark Russell. 

A Sailor's Sweetheart. By W. Clark Russell. 

Wreck of the Grosvenor. By W. Clark Russell. 

The Afiphan Knife. By R. A. Sterndale. 

My Wife and I. By Mrs. Beecher Stowe. 

Pofiranuo People, Their Loves and Lives. By Mrs. B. Stowe. 

Ben Hur : a Tale of the Christ. By Lew. Wallace. 

Lou/s Handbook to the Charities of London {Annual). Edited 
and revised to date by C. Mackeson, F.S.S., Editor of ** A Guide 
to the Churches of London and its Suburbs," &c. Paper, is, ; cloth, 
is, 6d, 



J^A C DONALD {G.) Orfs. Small post 8vo, Ss. 

See also " Low's Standard Novels." 

Macgregor {John) ^^ Rob Roy'' on the Baltic, 3rd Edition, 
small post 8vo, 2x. 6</. ; cloth, gilt edges, y, td, 

■ A Thousand Miles in the ^^ Rob Roy^' Canoe, nth 

Edition, small post 8vo, 2s, 6d, ; cloth, gilt edges, 3^. 6d, 

Description of the " Rob Roy " Canoe, with Plans, 



&C, IS. 

"— — The Voyage Alone in tJu Yawl ^^ Rob RoyP New 
Edition, thoroughly revised, with additions, small post 8vo, 5^. ; 
boards, 2x. td, 

Macquoid(Mrs,). See Low's Standard Novels. 

Magazine, See Harper, Union Jack, The Etcher, Men 
OF Mark. 

Magyarland, A Narrative of Travels through the Snowy Car- 
pathians, and Great Aliold of the Magyar. By a Fellow of the Car- 
pathian Society (Diploma of 1881), and Author of" The Indian Alps.'' 
2 vols., 8vo, cloth extra, with about 120 Woodcuts from the Author's 
own sketches and drawings, 38;. 

Manitoba : its History, Growth, and Present Position. By the 
Rev. Professor Bryce, Principal of Manitoba College, Winnipeg* 
Crown 8vo, with Illustrations and Maps, 7/. td, 

Markham (C J?.) Hit Threshold of the Uhkmnvn Region* 
Crown 8yo^ with Four Maps, 4th Edition. Qoth extra, lor. td» 



so Sampson Low^ Marston^ &* Co*$ 

Markham (C R) War betivem Peru and Chili, 1879-1881. 

Crown 8vOy with four Maps, &c • \In preparation, 

Marshall (IF. G.) Tiirough America. New Edition, crown 

8vo, with about 100 lllustratioiis, 7/. 6d, 

Martin (y. W.) Float Fishing and Spinning in the Nottingham 
Style. Crown 8vo, 2/. 6J. 

Marvin {Charles) The Russian Advance towards India, 

8vo, l6jr. 

Maury {Commandef) Physical Geography of tJie Sea, and its 
Meteorology. Being a Reconstruction and Enlaigement of his former 
Work, with Charts and Diagrams. New Edition, crown 8yo, dr. 

Memoirs of Madame de Remusat^ 1802 — 1808. By her Grand- 
son, M. Paul de Remusat, Senator. Translated by Mrs. Cashel 
HoEY and Mr. John Lillie. 4th Edition, cloth extra. This 
work was written by Madame de Remusat during the time she 
was living on the most intimate terms with the Empress Josephine, 
and is full of revelations respecting the private life of Bonaparte, and 
of men and politics of the first years of the century. Revelations 
which have already created a great sensation in Paris. 8to, 2 vols.^ 321. 

-^^— See also " Selection." 

Mhtus (366, one for each day of the year). Each M^nu is given 

in French and English, with the recipe for making every dish 
mentioned. Translate<I from the French of Count Brisse, by Mrs. 
Matthew Clarke. Crown 8vo, 5/. 

Men of Mark : a Gallery of Contemporary Portraits of the most 
Eminent Men of the Day taken from Life, especially for this publica- 
tion, price is. (xi. monthly. Vols. I. to VII., handsomely bound, 
doth, gilt edges, 25J. each. 

Mendelssohn Family ( The), 1729— 1 847. From Letters and 
Journals. Translated from the German of Sebastian Hensel. 
3rd Edition, 2 vols., demy 8vo, 30X. 

Michael Strogojf, See Verne. 

Mitford (Miss). See " Our Village." 

Modem Etchings of Celebrated Paintings. 4to, 3 is. 6d, 

Mollett (y. W.) Illustrated Dictionary of Words used in Art 
and Archaeology. Small 410, 15X. 

Morley {H.) English Literature in the Reign of Victoria. The 
2000th volume of the Tauchnitz Collection of Authors. i8mo, 2s. 6d. 

Music. See " Great Musicians." 
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hJARRATIVES of StaU Trials in the NimeUenth Cenhny. 
-^ ^ First Period : FnMn the Unkm with Irekad to the Death of 
George IV. , 1801— 183a By G. Lathom Browne, of the Middle Temple^ 
Bamster-at«Law. 2od Edidoo, 2 to!s^, crovn 8to, doth, 26x. 

Nature and Furutions of Art (The) ; and more especially of 
Architecture. Bj Leopold EiDLrrz. Medimn 8fo, doth, 2Lr. 

Naval Brigade in South Af rim (The). By Henry F. Nor- 

BURY, CK, ILN. Crown 8to, doth extra, lor. 6d. 

New ChUds Play {^A\ Sixteen Drawings by K V. B. Beaati- 

Mly printed in colours, 4to, doth extra, I2x. 6«^ 

Newfoundland. By Fraser Rae. See "From Newfound- 
land." 

New Novels. Crown 8vo, cloth, lof. 6//. per voL : — 

The Oranvilles. Bj the Hon. £. Talbot. 3 vols. 

One of TJs. By E. Randolph. 

Weiffhed and Wanting. By George Mac Donald. 3 vols. 

Castle Warlock. By George Mac Donald. 3 vols. 

Under the Downs. By E. Gilliat. 3 vols. 

A Stranger in a Strange I<and. By Lady Clay. 3 vols. 

The Heart of Erin. By Miss Owens Blackburn. 3 vols. 

A Chelsea Householder. 3 vols. 

Two on a Tower. By Thomas Hardy. 3 vols. 

The Lady Mand. By W. Clark Russell. 3 vols. 

Nice and Her Neighbours. By the Rev. Canon Hole, Author 

of "A Book about Roses," " A Little Tour in Ireland," &c. Small 
4to, with numerous choice Illustrations, I2f. 6^. 

Noah's Ark. A Contribution to the Study of Unnatural History. 
By Phil Robinson. Small post 8vo, 12s. 6d. 

Noble Words and Noble Deeds, From the French of E. Muller. 
' Containing many Full-page Illustrations by Philippoteaux. Square 
imperial i6mo, cloth extra, 'js. 6d. ; plainer binding, plain edges, 5x. 

Nordenskidld^s Voyage around Asia and Europe. A Popular 
Account of the North- East Passage of the "Vega.** By Lieut. A. 
Hovgaard, of the Royal Danish Navy, and member of the ** Vega " 
Expedition. 8vo, with about 50 Illustrations and 3 Maps, 2ix. 

Nordhoff{C.) California, for Health, Pleasure, and Residence. 
New Edition, 8vo, with Maps and Illustrations, \25. dd. 

Nothing to Wear; and Two Millions. By W. A. Butler. 

New Edition. Small post 8vo, in stiff coloured wrapper, u. 

Nursery Playmates (Prince of ). 217 Coloured Pictures for 
Children by eminent Artists. Folio, in coloured boards, fix. 
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r\FF to the Wilds : A Story for Boys. By G. Manvillb 
^^ Femn. Profusely Ulustrated. Crown 8vo, 7/. 6d, 

Old-Fashianed Girl. See Aixxnr. 

On Horseback through Asia Minor. By Capt Fred Bu&naby. 
2 Tols., 8to, 3&r. Cheaper Edition, crown 8vo« lot. 6d. 

Our Little Ones in Heaven, Edited by the Rev. H. Robbins. 
With Frontispiece after Sir Joshua Reynolds. Fcap.« cloth extra. 
New Edition — the 3rdy with Illastrations, 5/. 

Our Village, By Mary Russell Mitford. Illustrated with 

Frontispiece Steel Engraving, and 12 full-page and 157 smaller Cuts. 
Crown 4to, doth, gilt edges, 21/.; che24>er bmding, 10s. 6d. 

Our Woodland Trees, By F. G. Heath. Large post 8vo, 
doth, gilt edges, uniform with "Fern World " and " Fern Pandise," 
bj the same Author. 8 Coloured Plates (showii^ leares of every 
British Tree) and 20 Woodcut^ doth, gilt edges, izs. 6cL lAcw 
Edition. About 600 pages. 

Outlines of Ornament in all Styles, A Work of Reference for 
the Ardiitect, Art Manufacturer, Decoratire Artiirt, and Practical 
Painter. By W. and G. A. AuDSLEY, Fellows of the Ri^al Institute 
of British Architects. Only a limited number hare been printed and 
the stones destroyed. Small folio, 60 plates, with intiodnctory text, 
doth gilt, 31/. 6d. 

pALLISER (Mrs.) A History of Lace, from the Earliest 

^ Period. A New and Revised Edition, with additional cuts and text, 

upwards of 100 Illustrations and coloured Designs, i voL, 8vo, i/. ix. 



^^— Historic Devices^ Badges, and War Cries. 8vo, i/. \s. 

The China Collector's Pocket Companion. With up- 

m'ards of 1000 Illustrations of Marks and Monograms. 2nd Edition, 
with Additions. Small post 8to, limp doth, $/. 

Pathways of Palestine : a Descriptive Tour through the Holy 
Land. By the Rev. Canon Tristram. Illustrated with 44 per- 
manent Photographs. (The Photographs are large, and most perfect 
Specimens of the Art.) Vols. L and IL, folio, gilt edges, 311. dd. 
each. 

Peasant Life in the West of England. By Francis George 

Heath, Author of ''Sylvan Sprin&*' "The Fern World." Crown 
8vo, 400 pp. (with Facsimile of Autograph Letter from Lx)rd 
Beaconsfield to the Author, written December 28, 1880), lor. 6«/. 

Petites Leqons de Conversation et de Grammaire: Oral and 
Conversational Method ; the most Uiefnl Topics of Convenarioo. 
By F. JuuxN. Cloth, 31. M 
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Photography {History and Handbook of). Su Tissandier. 

Physical Treatise on Electricity and Magnetism. By J. E. H. 
Gordon, B.A. With about 200 coloured, full-page, and other 
lUnstratioiis. 2 toIs., Syo. New Edition. \ln preparaiion. 

Poems of the Inner Life, Chiefly from Modern Author?. 
Small 8vo, 5/. 

Poganuc People: their Loves and Lives, By Mrs. Beecher 
Stowe. Crown Svo, cloth, 6j. 

Polar Expeditions. See Koldewey, Markham, MacGahan, 
Nakes, and Nordekskiold. 

Poynter {Edward f, P.A.). See " Illustrated Text-books." 

Prudence : a Story of ^Esthetic London, By Lucy R Lilue. 
Small Svo, y. 

Publisher^ Circular {T7ie), and General Record of British and 
Foreign Literature. Published on the 1st and 15th of every Month, yi 

Pyrenees {The). By Henry Blackburn. With 100 Illustra- 
tions by GUSTAVE DoR^ corrected to 1881. Crown Svo, Is, 6dm 



JME {R) Neufoundland, See " From." 

Redford {G.) Ancient Sculpture. Crown Svo, $5, 

Reid {T. W.) Land of the Bey. Post Svo, ioj. dd. 

Remusat {Madame de). See " Memoirs of," " Selection." 

Richter {Jean Paul). The Literary Works of Leonardo da 
Vinci. Containing his Writings on Painting, Sculpture, and Archi- 
tecture, his Philosophical Maxims, Humorous Writings, and Miscel- 
hmeous Notes on Personal Events, on his Contemporaries, on Litera- 
ture, &c. ; for the first time published from Autograph Manuscripts. 
By J. P. Richter, Ph.Dr., Hon. Member of the Royal and Imperial 
Academy of Rome, &c 2 vols., imperial Svo, containing about 200 
Drawings in Autotype Reproductions, and numerous other Illustrations. 
Price Eight Guineas to Subscribers. After publication the price will 
be Twelve Guineas. 

: Italian Art in the National Gallery, 4to. 

\_Nfarfy ready, 

Robinson {Phil). See " In my Indian Garden," " Under the 

Punkali," "Noah's Ark," "Sinners and Saints." 

Rose {^,) Complete Practical Machinists New Edition^ i2mo> 

lAr. M\ 
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Rou Library ( The). Popular Literature of all Countries. Each 
volume, I/. ; cloth, 2/. M, Many of the Volumes are Illtistrated— 

1. X<ittl« Woman. By Louisa M. Alcott. 

2. XiittU Women Wedded. Forming a Sequel to " Little Women." 

3. LitttoKen. By L. M. Alcott. Dble. vol, 2/. ; cloth gilt, 3/. M. 

4. An Gld-Faahloned OirL By Louisa M. Alcott. DonUe 
vol., 2J. ; cloth, 3/. 6{/. 

Work. A Story of Experience. Bv L. M. Alcott. 
Beffinnlnff Affain. Sequel to " Work." By L. M. Alcott. 

7. Stowe (Krs. H. B.) The Pearl of Onr's Island. 

8. — > — The Kinlster** Wooing. 

9. We and oar Veiffhbonrs. Double vol., 2/. ; cloth, tr, 6«/. 

10. My Wiile and I. Double vol., 2/. ; cloth, gilt 3/. id, 

11. Hans Brinksr ; or, the Silver Skates. By Mrs. Dodge. 

12. Ky Study Windows. By J. R. Lowelu 

13. Ths Onardian An^el. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

14. Ky Stunmer in a Oarden. By C. D. Warner. 

15. Zhrsd. Mrs. Beecher Stowe. Dble. voL, 2/.; cloth gilt, y,6d. 

16. Farm Ballads. By Will Carleton. 

17. Farm Festivals. By Will Carleton. 

18. Farm Legends. By Will Carleton. 

19. 2a The Clients of I>r. Bema^ins. 2 parts, i/. eadi. 

21. The Undiscovered Oonntry. By W. D. IIowells. 

22. Baby Bue. By C. M. Clay. 

Round the Yule Log: Norwegian Folk and Fairy Tales. 
Translated from the Norwegian of P. Chr. Asbjornsen. With 100 
Illustrations after drawings by Norwegian Artists, and an Introduction 
by E. W. Gossc. Imperial i6mo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 7/. 6</. 

Rousselet (Louis) Son of the Constable of Frame. Small post 

8vo, numerous Illustrations, 5/. 

^ ■ The Drummer Boy : a Story of the Days of Washington. 
Small post 8vo, numerous Illustrations, 5/. 

Russell ( W. Clark) The Lady Maud. 3 vols., croum 8vo, 
31/. dd. 

— See also Low's Standard Novels and Wrecic 

Russell {W. II. t LL.D.) Hesperothen: Notes from the Western 
World. A Kccord of a Ramble through part of the United States 
Canafla, and the Far West, in the Spring and Summer of 1881. liy 
W. \\. RussKi.1^ LL.D. 2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 24/. 

Tlie Tour of the Prince of Wales in India. By 



W. II. RussELi^ LL.D. Fully Illustrated hv Sydney P. Hali, 
M.A. Super- royal 8vo, cloth extra, gilt ccfgcs, 52/, 6</.; Large 
Pai)cr Edition, 84/. 

Russian Literature. Sec "Turner." 









SchuyUr (Eit^mt^ The Ls^i xf I'C^ iU ^^^.ibS. 7>) i-Vwit*t 

Scott (Leader^ RiMiK^imoc if Art ix Us^} c>%', y-t <#/. 

SeUaumfrmm theLOtsn <f Mtdsm^. iU i'Amitutt U /^ J^uiJt^m4 
and S«, fciat ffe< -^v il-J> J-sva. tut >i«f«ci.. vy iCit. CAt»a^i:4: 

Smwr (Naaam IV. j Ctm:i'er;»s:ktu urd yimrnait in Ei^f4 <^n4 

Sir F&CDOicx f^t>cx, -Sr Ai«:juf 1/:^'^;:,% «uc «u»u^ v'Ju^ir^nuM^ 
ablepeopic^ 

Seonu : Sporting in the Saipura Pjingt <ff Otntral India ^ and in 
the Vj&y of tSbe Xcftnk^^ iJj iL A. ir;i4^^ft;i/A;jt, KIC^;.^, $v% 

Shadbolt (5.) 75fc^ 4/^Ar« Campaigm of 1^7^—1$^, By 

of 1S79U'' 2 Tolfby rci^ ^ttjut^^ c^ii «k^ay y, ^. 

Shooting: its Applianctt^ Pradia^ and Purpose, hy Jamkh 
DALZin. DoucALL, F.S,A-, F,Z.A,, Atr.Wyf // "Jk/^iW* >'m;I4 
Sports^'' && New Editkm, ttrmii wah »4tiiiU/m, Cf/wn &iro, 
clodi extxa, 7/, 6(^ 

"The book « adaunUe ia ererf «sr, « , « « W« wiih it ev^iy focceM **—CU>be. 
"A venr ooa^ilete tfeatttc , , , , LOUly to take tuKb rauik a« aa autlKiritjr on 

Sikes ( ^/W). RambUs and Studies in Old South Wales. With 
ntimeroas Illtistiatioos* Demy 8to, 18/. 

5/7^/ -ffiwr ( The). See " Gentle Life Series.'' 

5^zvr Sockets {The); and other Shadows of Redemption. 
Eighteen Sermons preached in Christ Church, Hampstead, by the 
Rev. C. H. Waller. Small post 8vo, cloth, 6f. 

Sinners and Saints: a Tour across the United States of 
America, and Round them. By Phil Robinson. \ln the Press, 

Sir Roger de Coverley. Re-imprinted from the "Spectator." 
With 125 Woodcuts, and steel Frontispiece specially designed and 
engraved for the Work. Small fcap. 4to, 6j. 
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Sinith (G.) Assyrian Explorations and Discoveries. By the late 
George Smith. Illustrated by Photographs and Woodcuts. Demy 
8vo, 6th Edition, i8j. 

The Chaldean Account of Genesis, By the late G. 



Smith, of the Department of Oriental Antiquities, British Museum. 
With many Illustrations. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 6th Edition, 16/ 
An entirely New Edition, completely revised and re-written by the 
Rev. Professor Sayce, Queen's College, Oxford. Demy 8vo, i&r. 

Smith (y, Afoyr), See "Ancient Greek Female Costume." 

Snow-shoes and Canoes ; or, the Adventures of a Fur-Hunter 
in the Hudson's Bay Territory. By W. H. G. Kingston. 2nd 
Edition. With numerous Illustrations. Square crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, gilt edges, 7^. 6/. ; plainer binding, 5^. 

South African Campaign^ 1879 {The). Compiled by J. P. 

MACKINNON (formerly 72nd Highlanders), and S. H, Shadbolt; 
and dedicated, Iw permission, to Field-Marshal H.R.H. The Duke 
of Cambridi^c. Containing a portrait and biography of every officer 
killed in the campaign. 4to, handsomely bound in cloth extra^ 2/. los. 

South Kensington Museum, Vol. II., 21s, 

Stack {£,) Six Months in Persia. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 24s. 

Stanley (H, M) Ho7v I Found Livingstone, Crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, 7/. dd. ; large Paper Edition, \os, 6(1. 

■ ■ **Afy Kalulu" Prince, King, and Slave, A Story 

from Central Africa. Crown 8vo, about 430 pp. , with numerous graphic 
Illustrations, after Original Designs by the Author. Cloth, 7/. 6it, 



Coomassie and Magdala, A Story of Two British 

Campaigns in Africa. Demy 8vo, with Maps and Illustrations, i6x. 

Through the Dark Continent, Cheaper Edition, 



crown 8vo, 12/. dd. 

State Trials. See " Narratives.*' 

Stenhouse {Mrs.) An Englishwoman in Utah. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

Stoker (Bram) Under the Sunset. Crown 8vo, 6j. 

Story without an End. From the German of Carov^, by the late 
Mrs. Sarah T. Austin. Crown 410, with 15 Exquisite Drawings 
by E. V. IJ., printed in Colours in Fac-simile of the original Water 
Colours ; and numerous other Illustrations. New Edition, is. 6d, 

■ square 4to, with Illustrations by Harvey. 2s. 6d. 

Stoute (Mrs. Deccher) Dred. Cheap Edition, boards, 2/, Qoth, 
|;ilt edges, 3^. 6^. 
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Stowe {Mrs Beecher) Footsteps of the Master, With Illustrations 
and red borders. Small past 8vo, cloth extra, ts. 



Geography^ with 60 Illustrations. Square cloth, 4^. 6^. 
Little Foxes, Cheap Edition, \s,\ Library Edition, 



4r. (id, 

Betty's Bright Idea. is. 



Afy Wife and I; or, Harry Hendersoiis History. 

Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6j.* 

Minister's Wooing. 5^.; Copyright Series, \s, 6d.; cL, 2s.* 

Old Town Folk, 6s, ; Cheap Edition, 2s, 6d. 

Old Town Fireside Stories. Cloth extra, 3;^. 6d, 

— ^ Our Folks at Poganuc, 6x. 

We and our Neighbours, i vol., small post 8vo, 6j. 



Sequel to "My Wife and I."* 

Pink and White Tyranny. Small post 8vo, y, 6d. 



Cheap Edition^ is, 6d, and 2s, 

Queer Little People, is, ; cloth, 2s. 

Chimney Comer, is, ; cloth, is, 6d. 

The Pearl of Orr's Island. Crown 8vo, 5 J.* 



Woman in Sacred History. Illustrated with 15 

Chromo-lithographs and about 200 pages of Letterpress. Demy 
4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, 251. 

Studenfs French Examiner, By F. Julien, Author of " Petites 
Lemons de Conversation et de Grammaire." Square cr. Svo, cloth, 2s, 

Studies in the Theory of Descent, By Dr. Aug. Weismann, 

Professor in the University of Freiburg. Translated and edited by 
Raphael Meldola, F.C.S., Secretary of the Entomological Society 
of London. Part I. — "On the Seasonal Dimorphism of Butterflies, * 
containing Original Communications by Mr. W. H. Edwards, of 
Coalburgh. With two Coloured Plates. Price of Part. I. (to Sub- 
scribers for the whole work only), &f. ; Part II. (6 coloured plates), idf. ; 
Part III., 6j. Complete, 2 vols., 4ar. 

Surgeon^ s Handbook on the Treatment of Wounded in War, By 
Dr. Friedrich Esmarch, Surgeon-General to the Prussian Army. 
Numerous Coloured Plates and Illustrations, Svo, strongly bound, 

I/. %5, 

* Sie alio Rose Library. 
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Sylvan Spring. By Francis George Heath. Illustrated by 

12 Coloured Plates, drawn by F. E. Hulme, F.L.S., Artist and 
Author of ** Familiar Wild Flowers;" by 1 6 full-page, and more than 
lOO other Wood Engravings. Large post 8 vo, cloth, gilt edges, 1 2s. 6J, 



yUff/T/. By Lady Brassey, Author of the " Voyage of 

•* the Sunbeam," With 31 Autotype Illustrations after Photos, by 
Colonel Stuart-Wortley. Fcap. 4to, very tastefully bound, 21s. 

Tain^ {ff. A) ^^ Les Ori^nes de la France Coniemporaine** 
Translatcl by John Durand. 

Vol. I. The Ancient Begrime. Demy 8vo, cloth, i6t. 
Vol. 2. The French Beyolution. Vol. i . do. 
Vol 3. Do. do. Vol. 2. do. 

latuhnMs English Editions of German Authors. Each 
volume, cloth flexible, zr. ; or sewed, ix. 6d, (Catalogues post free 
on application.) 

{B.) German and English Dictionary. Cloth, is. 6J,; 

roan, 2s, 

French and English Dictionary. Paper, \s. 6d.', 



cloth, 2s,; roan, 2s, 6d, . 

Italian and English Dictionary. Paper, is. 6d.j cloth, 



2s. ; roan, 2s. 6(t. 

Spanish and English. Paper, is. 6d. ; cloth, 2s. ; roan, 



2S. 6d. 

Taylor {IV. M.) Paul the Missionary. Crown Svo, 7 J. Gd. 

Thausing (Prof.) Preparation of Malt and the Fabrication of 
Beer. 8vo, 451. 

Thomas h Kempis. See " Birthday Book.*' 

Thompson {Emma) Wit and Wisdom of Don Quixote. Fcap. 

8vo, 3 J. (ni. 

Thoreau. By Sanborn. (American Men of Letters.) Crown 

8v0, 25. 6d, 

TJirough America ; or^ Nine Months in the United States. By 
W. G. Marshall, M.A. With nearly 100 Woodcuts of Views of 
Utah country and the famous Yosemite Valley; The Giant Trees, 
New York, Niagara, San Francisco, &c. ; containing a full account 
of Mormon Life, as noted by the Author during his visits to Salt Lake 
City in 1878 and 1879. Demy 8vo, 21 j. j cheap edition, crown 8vo, 
^s. 6d. 

Through the Dark Continent: The Sources of the Nile; Around 

^-^ Great Lakes, and down the Congo. By H. M. Stanley. 

o Edition, crown 8vo, with some of the Illustrations and Maps, 
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Through Siberia. By the Rev. Henry Lansdell. Illustrated 

with about 30 Engravings, 2 Route Maps, and Photograph of the 
Author, in Fish-skin Costume of the Gilyaks on the Lower Amur. 
2 vols., demy 8vo, yts. Cheaper Edition, i vol., 15J. 

Tour of the Prince of Wales in India. See Russell. 

Trees and Ferns. By F. G. Heath. Crown 8vo, cloth, gilt 

edges, with numerous Illustrations, 3J. 6d. 
*' A charming litde volume/' — Land and Water. 

Tristram {Pev. Canon) Pathways of Palestine : A Descriptive 
Tour through the Holy Land. First Series. Illustrated by 44 Per- 
manent Photographs. 2 vols., folio, cloth extra, gilt edges, 31J. 6d. 
each. 

Turner {Edward) Studies in Russian Literature. (The Author 
is English Tutor in the University of St Petersburgh.) Crown 8vo, 
8j. 6d. 

Two Supercargoes {The) ; or, Adventures in Savage Africa. 
By W. II. G. Kingston. Numerous Full-page Illustrations. Square 
imperial i6mo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 71. (yd, ; plainer binding, 5^. 



TTNDER the Punkah. By Phil Robinson, Author of " In 

^ my Indian Garden." Crown 8vo, limp cloth, 5^. 

Union Jack {The). Every Boy's Paper. Edited by G. A. 
Henty and Bernard Heldmann. One Penny Weekly, Monthly td. 
Vol. I. , New Series. 

The Opening Numbers will contain : — 

Serial Stories. 

Straight : Jack Apcher's Way in the World. By G. A. Henty. 
Spigrgrott's School Days : A Tale of Dr. Merriman*s. By Cuthbert 

Bede. 
Sweet Flower ; or, Bed Skins and Pale Faces. By Percy B. 

St. John. 
Under the Meteor Flag:. By Harry Collingwood. 
The White Tigrer. By Louis Boussenard. Illustrated. 
A Couple of Scamps. By Bernard Heldmann. 
Also a Serial Story by R. Mountnev Jephson. 

Vols. II. and III., 4to, 7^. 6</. ; gilt edges, Zs. 

1/INCENT {F.) Norsk, Lapp, and Finn. By Frank 
*^ Vincent, Jun., Author of ** The Land of the White Elephant,** 
"Through and Through the Tropics," &c 8vo, cloth, with Frontis- 
piece and Map, \2s, 

Vivian (A. P.) Wanderings in the Western Land. 3rd Edition, 
lar. 6d. 
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DiiilBi' Iha Sen. L'lii t 1. 
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Heetor Serradoo . . ■ 
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Uiohnel Strogoff, the 
Courier of tbe CzAT ■ . 
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Fire Weeka m a Balloon . 

Adreiitiirea of Three En- 
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AniDiid the World in 
EightjDajB . . . . 

A Floating City .... 

The BloclcBile Kunners . 

Dr. Ot"B Eiperimont - . 

MMter Zaohttrina . , . 

A Drama in the Air . . 

A Winter amid the Tco . 

The Survivors of tho 
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The Child of the Cavera . 

The BeKom'B fortune . . 
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Vol. 1. Demon of Cawtipore 
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Vol. II. The tryptograai 
Oodrre; Uorgiin .... 
■ lucThiiiuhbp 

lU-IBEe illQ>tnlinn>, IK. Si 
(1) Tat EirmuTier oi 
ll{ Ts» OmiiT Niiiaitoi 
i>i Tai Ohm Kiriaiiii 



t 10 6 



J ' « 



7 6 
7 6 



mu- 



'■ ; glH aiigu, Ite. each :— 

m at th EianMBtH Cividit. 
I OI TBI Nnmiina Outtit. 



! vola., If. each. 



Zvola., li.each. 
S Tols., J<. enob. 



Sampson Low, Marston, &* CoJs List of Publications. 31 

TJ/AITARUNA : A Story 0/ New Zealand Life, By 
*^' Alexander Bathgate, Author of ** Colonial Experiences." 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 5^. 

Waller {Rev, C, H.) The Names on the Gates of Pearl, 
and other Studies. By the Rev. C. H. Waller, M.A. New 
Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3J. 6;/. 

A Grammar and Analytical Vocabulary of the Words in 

the Greek Testament. Compiled from Briider's Concordance. For 
the use of Divinity Students and Greek Testament Classes. By the 
Rev. C. H. Waller, M. A. Part I. The Grammar. Small post 8vo, 
cloth, 2 J. dd. Part II, The Vocabulary, 2s. dd. 

Adoption and the Covenant, Some Ihoughts on 



Confirmation. Super-royal i6mo, cloth limp, 2$. 6d, 

See also " Silver Sockets." 



Wanderings South by East : a Descriptive Record of Four Yean 
of Travel in the less known Countries and Islands of the Southern 
and Eastern Hemispheres. By Walter Coote. 8vo, with very 
numerous Illustrations and a Map, 2IJ. 

Warner (C. D.) Back-log Studies. Boards, is. 6d. ; cloth, 2s, 

Mummies and Moslems. 8vo, cloth, 12s. 

Washington Irviftg's Little Britain. Square crown 8vo, 6s, 

Weaving. See " History and Principles." 

Webster. (American Men of Letters.) i8mo, 2s. 6d, 

Weismann {A.) Studies in tJie Theory of Descent. 2 vols., Svo, 
4ar. 

Where to Find Ferns. By R G. Heath, Author of " The 

Fern World,** &c. ; with a Special Chapter on the Ferns round 
London ; Lists of Fern Stations, and Descriptions of Ferns and Fern 
Habitats throughout the British Isles. Crown Svo, cloth, price 3^. 

White {Rhoda E.) From Infancy to Womanhood. A Book of 
Instruction for Young Mothers. Crown Svo, cloth, lar. 6d. 

White (R. G.) England Without and Within. New Edition, 

cro^vn Svo, loj. 6d, 

Whitiier {/. G.) The King's Missive, and later Poems. 1 8mo, 
choice parchment cover, 3^. 6d. This book contains all the Poems 
written by Mr. Whittier since the publication of** Hazel Blossoms." 

■■■■ The Whittier Birthday Book. Extracts from the 

Author's writings, with Portrait and numerous Illustrations. Uniform 
with the ** Emerson Birthday Book." Square i6mo^ very choice 
binding, y, 6d. 



3 a Sampson Loiv^ Marsion^ &* CoJs List of Publications, 
WUd Flowers of Sivitzerland. 17 Coloured Plates. 4to. 

[//I preparatiofi, 

Williams (/T. W.) Diseases of the Eye, 8vo, 21/. 

Wills^ A Few Hints on Proving^ without Professional Assistance, 

Ilv a PROBATK Court Officiau Jth Edition, revised with Korinf 
of Wills, Residuary Accounts, &c. Fcap. 8vo, cloth limp, i/. 

Winks ( W, £.) Lives of Illustrious Shoemakers. With eight 
Portraits. Crown 8vo, 7/. (xl. 

With Axe and Rifle on the Western Prairies. By W. H. (/. 
Kingston. With numerous Illustrations, square crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, gilt edges, 7/. (td, ; plainer binding, 5/. 

IVoolsey (C. Z?., LL,D.^ Introduction to the Study of Inter* 

national Law ; defiigncd as an Aid in Teaching and in Ilistorical 
Studies. 5th Edition, demy 8vo, i8x. 

Wreck of tlu Grosvenor, By W. Clark Russell, Author of 

•Mohn lloldsworth, Chief Mate," *' A Sailor's Sweetheart," &c. 6/. 
Third and Cheaper Edition. 

Wright {the late Rev, Henry) The Friendship of God. With 
Biographical Preface by the Rev. £. H. BiCKERSTETll, Portrait, 
&a Crown 8vo, dr. 



XT'RIARTE {Charles) Florence: its History. Translated by 

I^ C. IJ. Pitman. Illustrated with 500 Engraving's, l^rgc imi>crl;il 
4to, extra binding, gilt edges, 63/. 

History ; the Medici ; the Humanists ; letters ; arts ; Ihc Rrnaiwancc ; 
illustrious Florentines; Etruscan a.*!; monuments; sculpture; painting. 



tontion: 

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
CROWN BUILDINGS, s88, FLEET STREET, E.< 
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